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PREFACE 


TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

V 

During the controversy publicly carried on by Cardinal 
Wiseman in 18.50-1, as to the Pagan inscription believed 
to exist concealed on the chair in which St. Peter is said 
to have sat, and which is now to be seen in St. Peter’s 
church at Rome, I sent the following letter to the Times, 
which was immediately inserted : — 

“ To THE Editor of the Times. 

“Sir, — Y ou are far from being mistaken when you 
say, in your leading article of Friday last, that we have 
no reasonable historical proof of Peter’s having ever been 
at Rome at all, and you will render signal service to 
truth and to that great question now pending between 
Englishmen and Rome, if you invite Dr. Wiseman to 
state in your columns what evidence he has to produce 
upon this point. He will hardly, I think, make use even 
of Flegesippus for this purpose ; but whether he does or 
not, I challenge him to analysis before the British public 
of whatever evidence he may think proper to adduce 
upon this, which he admits to be ‘a vital and important 
point’ of the Romish Faith. In this matter also, how- 
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ever, it is but too probable that lie will refuse to take the 
cover off the chair. 

“ I am, Sir, 

“ Your obedient Servant, 

“Jan. 11th, 18 .j1.” “ Mistoricus. 

A few days afterwards that letter appeared in the 
Times, to which so much prominence is here given, signed 
“7r«t/i,”and with indications sufficient to satisfy any one 
acquainted wth Dr. Wiseman’s writings, that this letter 
was written by him. (See copy, p. 302.) No scholar was 
deceived by its assertions. The utter worthlessness of 
almost every testimony therein adduced had been fully 
shown in my letter to the Plditor of the Times, inserted 
a week or two previouslj' in reply to Bishop Pearson’s 
collection of testimonies, which a correspondent of that 
Journal had put forward as conclusive. But as many of 
those who take an interest in this question are unac- 
quainted with the documents and passages referred to 
on these occasions, the present work was then written, 
in order to enable every jjerson for himself to sift the 
merits of all such statements as those contained in Dr. 
Wiseman’s letter. 

No Roman Catholic has disputed anything contained 
in this work since it first appeared nine years ago. Any 
such objection should have had, and shall always have, 
my best attention. 

The errors now corrected were wholly unconnected 
with the argument. They were against myself only, and, 
however purely accidental, cannot, I fear, fail to have 
misled some of my readers as to the amount of informa- 
tion and care employed in the production of the work. 
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Tlic additions consist mainly of a Synoptical Table of" 
Contents, and of some notes to illustrate my own opinion 
now given respecting the sense of the “ pergit” and the 
“ mittitur” in the statement that Jerome attributes to 
Eusebius about “The Fiery Chariot” in the 2nd year of 
Claudius. 

It is evident that whether the Second Epistle of 
Peter be held authentic or not, the argument here drawn 
from it is of equal force; for in the one case we have 
Peter’s own statement as to where his death was likely 
to take place; in the other the general belief of the early 
Church as to Avhere it really had taken place. 

I may be permitted here again to remind the Roman 
Catholics of this country that Baratier, the German lad 
whose Collection of testimony Cardinal Wiseman urges 
so strongly upon their attention as well as upon ours, 
wrote this college exercise in Latin when he was but 16 
or 17 years old, dj'ingat IS). The Cardinal calls him a 
divine, and acknowledges that his collection contains all 
the proof that the subject admits of. It only differs, how- 
ever, from other similar documents, in asserting every- 
thing with extraordinary vehemence, and in adducing 
every testimony on the subject — ten in number — which 
tlie Roman Catholics themselves acknowledge to be 
spurious ; — so much so, that, as I have elsewhere said, 
the reader will see much reason to suspect that the pub- 
lication was intended as a jest (see pp. 51, 53, 59, 79, 
120, of this work), and will not be unlikely to ask why 
the Roman Catholics of this country should be dealt 
with as a more ignorant people than those of Spain, 
France, Austria, or Italy. 

From the following pages, it will be seen that all that 
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this writer, or any educated Roman Catholic, tries now- 
a-days to make out, is that the isolated conjecture of 
Eusebius nearly 300 years after the event, to the effect 
that the martyrdom might not have taken place at 
Babylon as the skeleton had just been found at Rome, 
was really not a conjecture of Eusebius, although he 
thus expresses it, but an historical fact universally 
attested. 

This point, the Roman Catholic divines tell us, is the 
real question upon the solution of which our sole hope 
of pleasing God depends. This point, every statesman 
must see, may sooner or later be found to be one of vast 
political importance. 

T. C. S. 


The following Errata, and perhaps a few others, still remain : — 


Page 20, line 22, /or avviKipaaiTi, read ovvtKipaaare. 


„ 55, „ li, Jbr he states, read it is stated. 

„ 71, „ 12,/or . The, read ; the. 

„ 96, „ 3,/or memorim, read memoria. 

„ 118, „ 33, /or become, reod becama 
„ 149, „ 9, /or OKtr' read ttoKty, . 

,, 198, „ 14, />r additions, recuf editions. 

„ 248, „ 15, /or on, read no. 
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NOTICE 


BY 

Tllli KEV. ALEXANDER M^CAUL, D.D. 

rnoFEASOR or divinity in kino'b collbue, London, 

PREBENDARY OF ST PADL’S, 

AI TIIOR or THE OLD PATHS,” " TUP. MESKlAHHHlP OF JBHim,” 

BTC. ETC. 


Having been permitted to read the proof-sheets of 
Mr. Simon's Work, I have great pleasure in stating my 
opinion that it is a most useful review of an interesting 
topic of the Controversy with Rome, clear and intelligible 
to the general reader as to the controversialist ; and that 
its value is enhanced by the fact that Mr. Simon is a 
layman, who justly feels that the controversy is at least 
as important to the laity’ as to the clergy. The plan 
pursued of going through all the supposed testimonies, 
one by one, is very sati.sfactory and instructive. 

Alkx. M'Caui.. 


Ri-rlori/, IjnidiiH liridge, 
Aug. 2, 1852. 
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NOTICE 


BY 

THE REV. JOHN CUMMING, D.D. 

AfTHOR OF 

** FORRSHADOWM,” ** APOCALTl*TIC 8KFTCHEB," ETC. 


I HAVE read several sheets of this work, by the kind 
permission of the Author, as they passed through the 
press. I am strongly persuaded it is one of the most 
able and searching investigations of the subject of 
Peter’s relation to the Church of Rome, and alleged 
presence in the city of Rome, that have yet appeared. 
I do not agree with all the. reflections of the learned 
Author, especially those in his Introduction; but the 
main object of the Treatise is discussed with a patient 
and exact research that renders his Work of no common 
value. 

John Gumming. 
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1. Objects 4'c. of the Work At a period when the 

Ecclesiastical History of the First Ages attracts more 
than ordinary attention, it is hoped that an attempt to 
rescue from uncertainty and misrepresentation some im- 
portant particulars respecting the life and death of the 
Apostle Peter, as these are indicated in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, will not be without interest to the reading public; 
especially as misconceptions, and consequent mis-state- 
ments respecting these particulars, and respecting what 
the Fathers say about them, have been lately put forward 
as the basis of an Italian supremacy in this country. 

It would be an erroneous and most unjust view of 
the intention of these pages to suppose that they have 
been written in hostility to the Roman Catholics of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and to the peaceful exist- 
ence of their church among us. The exact contrary of 
this is the truth. One of my main objects in their pub- 
lication is, to place that large and important class of the 
community upon an easier and happier, because truer^ 
footing than they are on at present, with regard to the 
other divisions of the Christian Church that subsist 


around them ; and thereby to augment as much as pos- 
sible, that religious liberty which they even now enjoy 
to a greater extent among us than we ourselves are 


allowed to enjoy at Rome. 
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The shortest and easiest mode of effecting this is to 
show (since it can be shown) that the Roman-catholic 
church in our islands, although entitled to its freedom 
and to its clergy, to its buildings and to its ordinances 
— as fully entitled to these by our glorious laws, as even 
the church of England herself is, — cannot with any- 
thing like historical or even traditional warrant, be used 
as an instrument for the temporal aggrandizement of 
the church that is at Rome, or of the continental sove- 
reign that is at the head of it. I do not say one word 
against the ordinances of , the Roman-catholic church, 
from the first to the last page of what I have written. 
I only seek to show the members of it in Great Britsiin 
and Ireland, that they are wholly independent of the 
head of the same church in Italy : that St. Peter did 
nothing whatever, — nor, until the Refonnation, was ever 
thought to have done anything for the Roman-catholic 
church in Italy that he did not equally do for the 
Roman-catholic church in Ireland and Great Britain; 
and that it is fully competent to the different com- 
munities of this church in every country in the world 
to elect their own head and to order their own affairs, 
without depending for these matters upon the will of 
any one country or sovereign which happens to j)rofess 
the same religion as themselves. I only seek to show 
that the efforts made by an Italian sovereign to place 
himself at the head of all the Roman-catholic commu- 
nities in Christendom, and most of all at the head of that 
in these islands, have no foundation in history ; and that 
the story of the thirteenth century, upon which his agents 
still ground his claim, was never until now put forward 
in England as a true story, having been merely composed 
for popular amusement, by the same Roman-catholic 
archbishop of that period as wrote the other similar 
story of St. George and the Dragon. The native inde- 
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pcndence then of the Roman-catholic church in these 
islands, is one of the main objects of these pages. In 
them I have done no more than set forth the historical, 
or as it is now-a-days termed, the traditional truth con- 
nected with that proposition; the inference from that 
truth being too easy to require any elucidation. I 
write, therefore, in defence of religious liberty in the 
largest sense of the expression — the religious liberty of 
the whole world — of Roman Catholics as well as of 
Protestants, — not only as far as this concerns the 
building of a church within the walls of a city, or the 
assembling of a congregation by the tolling of a bell, 
or the permission to possess whatever religious books 
may be deemed necessary, — matters now so intolerantly 
obstructed in some of the most prominent Roman- 
catholic states of Europe, — but also with regard to the 
creation, if necessary, of such ecclesiastical titles as shall 
avoid all confusion with the titles of other churches, 
wth regard to the free right of each community to elect 
its own head, and with regard to whatever other means 
may be considered essential to the due exercise of their 
religion by the Roman Catholics of these realms. I 
may, however, be permitted to say that I am one of 
those who look forward to the time when it shall 
please the Dispenser of all good to enlighten our fellow 
countrymen as to the great fact that His word, however 
interpreted, is infinitely more precious than the word 
of its interpreters, and when we shall be thus enabled 
to congratulate both tliem and ourselves upon their 
liappy, though long delayed, return into the bosom of 
His church. 

And the other object of the present publication, 
although more strictly connected with the Protestant 
church wlierever it exists, will be found to be equally 
exempt from liostility to the religious liberty of the 
Koman ’Catholic. That object presents itself in tlie 
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obvious check which the facts here, for the first time 
mode known, will naturally exercise upon the importance 
attached by some of our Protestant clergy to the doc- 
trines derivable from the church that is at Rome, and to 
the ecclesiastical surveillance of the sovereign who is at 
the head of it. It cannot be denied that the very general 
though mistaken notion about one of our Lord’s first 
twelve apostles having superintended in person the pro- 
ceedings of that church, and about a distinct expression 
or act on his part, authorizing this surveillance, has led 
many a conscientious Protestant, who was at first shocked 
at its innovations, to palliate them afterwards, and even 
finally to approve of them. When, however, it is now 
seen that that apostle’s personal relations with the Italian 
church were but the same (in all respects exactly the 
same) as they were, for instance, with the church of Eng- 
land — that he never was in either of the countries, and 
that he never was bishop in or had his Chair in either 
church in any other than the vague and figurative sense 
in which these expressions are employed by the Fathers 
respecting his relation to all the local churches in the 
world — when this, I say, is clearly seen, we have good 
- grounds to hope that the words of Scripture will again 
resume, upon the minds of all our clergy, the same un- 
resisted infliience which they happily possessed until the 
learning and conscientiousness of our universities had 
been cheated of their birthright by a delusion into which 
we have seen that the learned and the conscientious were 
but too liable to fall. To disperse this delusion then, 
where it has gathered, and to guard against it more efiec- 
tually where it has not, is the other of the two main 
objects which have induced me to undertake this analysis, 
the accuracy of which, fortunately for truth, none can 
from their education better estimate than this very sec- 
tion of those in whose interests it has been underttiken. 

All the present pretensions of the Roman clergy 
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respecting the superiority of their church, will be found 
to resolve themselves into the single proposition that on 
some occasion or other St. Peter left the East. This is 
the pivot of the whole theory. Whether he was five- 
and-twenty years in Europe, or only a few days before 
his death, is looked upon by them as of little moment. 
The question is. Was he there at all? Now, it will be 
seen not only that this is not matter of history, but, what 
is still more remarkable, that there never was even 'a tra- 
dition to this effect; a fact which must astonish all who 
are aware of the confidence with which the Roman clergy 
have expressed themselves upon the subject. It will 
be seen that when, in the fourth century, a bishop of 
Rome professed to have just discovered the relics of St. 
Peter in the catacombs, it was then first conjectured by 
a Greek writer who had never been at Rome, that the 
apostle might perhaps have been put to death there. It Avill 
also be seen that words supposed to contain a statement 
of his having left the East a good many years before his 
crucifixion at Babylon occur, for the first time, in the 
fifth century, in a Latin translation from the same Greek 
writer ; it being well known that tliis Greek writer never 
made such a statement, and admitted by all the Roman 
Catholic scholars that these words either do not contain 
any such statement, or are not to be depended on if they 
do. It will be seen that neither the conjecture nor the 
translation was ever afterwards alluded to at all, by 
more than about one writer out of every two or three 
hundred who wrote upon ecclesiastical matters, and that 
there was never any other statement on the subject 
until the Reformation ; for that as to the story called the 
“ Golden Legend,” invented in the 13th century, about 
the Learned Dogs and the Flying Chariot, the scene of 
which is laid in Europe, and in which St. Peter and his 
daughter are two of the principal characters intro- 
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duced, every one was aware from the first that this 
was a mere invention, like the other “ Golden Legend” 
about St. George and the Dragon, composed at the same 
time and by the same writer ; nor was there ever any one 
found until the period of the Reformation, and scarcely 
any one even since then, to defend these stories as state- 
ments of authentic facts, until this was attempted last year, 
for the first time, in two English publications. The evi- 
dence I have to offer on all these points is such as no Ro- 
man Catholic will refuse. I produce the original Greek 
or Latin text of all the authentic passages that have ever 
been adduced, accepting as authentic all such as have 
been ascertained to be so by the learned in commu- 
nion with the church of Rome, and I show that such 
language was never understood by the Roman clergy to 
admit of the sense attempted now-a-days to be forced 
upon it by a few of them, in defence of the great^'ecclesi- 
astical hypothesis under consideration. Unlike my pre- 
decessors, therefore, on this subject, who have all con- 
fined themselves to the historical inconsistencies of the 
hypothesis, and to the incompetency of the ancient wri- 
ters supposed to have entertained it, I deal merely with 
the alleged interpretation of the Greek and Latin texts 
referred to in these -^vriters; and of course, where neces- 
sary, wdth the alleged existence of such texts at all. In 
all cases I cite no other authorities respecting these texts, 
except the Roman clergy themselves, and such as they 
have thought proper to cite or to refer us to. So over- 
■whelmingly evident, nevertheless, is the point to be es- 
tablished, that if it were not for the existence in our 
metropolis of an abundant libraiy, accessible to every- 
body, and sup])lied with attentive and intelligent atten- 
dants, I .should have seen little use in putting forward a 
mass of evidence so diametrically opposed to what is now 
the general impression in England — so diametrically 
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opposed, I may add, even to what my o^vn impression 
was until my suspicions were excited by some remarkable 
expedients to which the two Roman-catholic writers of 
last year upon this subject had recourse. At the library 
of the British Museum, however, every statement that I 
have made may be strictly tested. 

But, it will naturally be asked, how has it happened 
that so many people of all persuasions since the Refor- 
mation, should have been deceived by tbe propagators of 
the story into the belief that there did exist the tradition 
in former times? An abundance of circumstances ex- 
plains this. 1 shall here indicate a few of the more pro- 
minent of these ; but the share that each has had in the 
result can only be appreciated by those who are at the 
pains of going thoroughly into the whole subject. 1 . The 
existence at Rome of a book called “ Peter’s Preaching,” 
during the apostle’s lifetime. 2. The mistranslation of 
Greek words and passages by some modern, and even by 
one or two ancient Latin writers. 3. Spurious mediseval 
writings, supposed for centuries to be authentic. 4. Peter’s 
name alone being frequently used in the Fathers to repre- 
sent all our Lord’s twelve apostles. 5. The Fathers fre- 
quently combining Peter’s name, on this account, with that 
of Paul, who was known to have been at Rome, and to 
have been put to death there. 6. Peter’s death at Babylon 
having taken place during Nero’s persecution of the 
Christians in the East, and his being therefore said to 
have been “ put to death by Nero.” 7. Peter’s death at 
Babylon having occurred about the same time as Paul’s 
at Rome. 8. Peter’s being spoken of as having founded 
all the churches while he was at Jerusalem, and that of 
Rome among the rest. 9. Its being supposed that the 
Fathers describe Mark’s Gospel as composed at Rome, 
and under Peter’s superintendence. 10. Its being sup- 
posed that the Fathers, or some of them, or, at least, one 
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of them, understood “Babylon," in 1 Peter, to mean 
Rome. 11. Its being supposed that Babylon scarcely 
existed in Peter’s time, and was a great deal farther from 
Jerusalem than Antioch. 12. Peter’s relics and tombs 
at Rome being more frequently mentioned in the Latin 
writers than his relics and tombs in other cities. 1 3. Tlie 
practice in the Fathers of dating the episcopal successions 
in the dilFerent churches from the apostles. 14. Peter’s 
l)oing mentioned in the Fathers as bishop of all the Chris- 
tian cities, and therefore frequently by the Latin Fathers 
as bishop of Rome. 15. His chair being said to be in 
all the local Christian churches, and therefore, by Latin 
writers, in that at Rome. IG. Its being supposed that 
the Fathers, or some of them, thought St. John had been 
at Rome, and that, therefore, a passage in one of them 
which might be understood as stating this both of John 
and Peter, is to be so understood. 17. Its being supposed 
that the scene of the Golden Legend about the Learned 
Dogs and the Fiery Chariot being laid at Rome was 
authorized by the Fathers. 18. The manifest historical 
inconsistency of the alleged facts respecting the mission 
and martyrdom of this apostle, has contributed greatly 
to their being now regarded as traditional. For the 
establishment of this inconsistency at the period of the 
Reformation was allowed to supersede all inquiry as 
to the reality of the traditional character ascribed to 
them ; and the assertions of Cardinal Baronius, Cardinal 
Bellarmine, and the rest, upon this latter point, have lieen, 
therefore, ever since allowed to remain in full possession 
of the public mind. 

I am conscious that what is here written will be found to 
labour under a defect of style generally looked upon as in- 
excusable ; viz., it contains frequent repetitions. This de- 
fect it is hoped that the reader willon this occasion tolerate. 
Those who are acquainted with the peculiar mode of 
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arguing adopted by the Roman clergy, will recognise 
the necessity of it. Those who are not, will experience 
no disadvantage from it, except the addition of perhaps 
some half dozen pages to the book, which will be more 
than made amends for by the circumstance that eacli 
Part, and, to a great extent, each Section, being tiiereby 
rendered independent of the other, the book will be more 
available as one of reference. 

I have here only to add, that as one of my objects — 
hopeless and distant though it may seem to some — in 
publishing this analysis is to alleviate, in the shortest and 
surest way in which this is possible, the unhappy position 
in which the pretensions of a foreign prince have lately 
placed my Roman-catholic fellow-countrymen, and to 
arouse them for this purpose to a sense of their own eccle- 
siastical independence, so am I most anxious to disclaim 
anything like controversial animosity (if my expressions 
should on any occasion seem to indicate a feeling of this 
kind) towards such of their clergy as have written in op- 
position to the important truth that I now seek to illustrate. 
So far am I, in fact, from any feeling of this kind, that I 
think, on the contrary, we have all reason to feel indebted 
to these gentlemen, especially to the two of last year, for 
the pains they have been at to explain, us much as they 
have done, the grounds of the extraordinary pretensions 
in question ; and let us hope that they and others will not 
be deterred by the difficulty of the undertaking, but that 
if they still retain the opinions they have expressed, they 
will see the necessity of further explanations, in propor- 
tion as the public has been unable to appreciate those 
which have been already laid before it ; or the necessity, 
at least, of revising their statements, and letting English- 
men know what it is that, on this subject, Englishmen 
are now expected to believe. 

2. Past and Present State of the Inquiry . — A Roman- 
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catholic correspondent in the Times of January 16th, 
1851, to whom we shall frequently have occasion to 
allude, seems to be under an impression that none but a 
few “ weak Protestants” ever asserted that there was no 
proof — either history or tradition — of St. Peter’s having 
left the East. That writer will find upon inquiry, that 
he has been totally misinformed. This assertion not only 
is not confined to “ weak ” Protestants, but has lieen 
honestly and openly made by some of the most esteemed 
and stoutest-hearted of the Roman Catholics themselves. 
Charles Du Moulin, for instance, the great ecclesiastical 
lawyer (a.d. 1566), whom Father Calmet speaks of as a 
steadfast Roman Catholic, and than whom no writer 
ever enjoyed a higher reputation for learning and intel- 
ligence, has unequivocally stated it as his opinion that 
there never was even a va^ue tradition amonsc the 
ancients about Peter’s having left the East, and that one 
might very well be a Roman Catholic without thinking 
that there was. In one passage he writes thus : “ Even 
when after the breaking up of the empire, the bishops 
of Rome began to extend their authority over other 
churches, they never alleged or put foinvard this story of 
Peter’s being at Rome, and of his primacy devolving in 
succession upon them, which they would not have omitted 
to do, if there had been any such thing to put fonvard ; 
a clear proof that there was not ; the story, I suppose, not 
having been yet invented.” (Jamais n’alleguerent et 
ne mirent en avant ladite fable du siege St. Pierre a 
Rome et du Primat d’iceluy ii eux successivement 
devolu, ce qu’Us n’eussent pas obrnis, s’il en eust est^ 
aucune chose ; claire demonstrance qu’il n’en estoit rien, 
dit que ladite fable n’avoit encore est(i controuv(5e. Vol. 
iv. p. 460.) Father Leland, the celebrated English 
antiquarian (a.d. 1552), and Marsilius, a distinguished 
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Italian writer (a.d. 1324), both of whom Father Calmet 
also mentions as members of his church, were equally 
positive upon this point. Father Caron, an Irish Fran- 
ciscan of the highest eminence, (a.d. 1666), took the 
same view of the matter; as did also Father Hardouin, 
a French Jesuit (a.d. 1729), likewise in very high 
repute at Rome. “ We Roman Catholics hold,” says 
Father Hardouin, “ that at least Peter’s head was 
brought to Rome after his crucifixion, and that it ought 
to be duly worshipped there; but that the pope is 
Christ’s substitute (vicarius) and Peter’s successor, is 
clear enough without our being bound to suppose that 
Peter himself ever came to Rome.” But it is unneces- 
sary to enumerate individual cases. Several elaborate 
works, not intended for Protestants, have been written 
for the last three or four hundred years, by Roman- 
catholics of great distinction, to assign reasons for 
thinking that St. Peter must have left the East — in 
short, during all that time scarcely a work of any kind 
came out by a Roman Catholic holding this view, that 
did not contain some little sketch of the controversy. 
Does not this of itself show to what an extent educated 
Roman Catholics must from the first have disbelieved, 
and must even still disbelieve, the story ? Is it to be 
supposed for an instant that all this labour would have 
been bestowed upon an assertion which no one but a 
Protestant had expressed a doubt about, and no one 
but a Protestant was at all likely to experience any diffi- 
culty in believing? Nor is that all. It is a remarkable 
fact that not one of all those who have left the church 
of Rome (and many of tliem have been men of the 
greatest learning) has hesitated to assure us that they 
never could see the slightest reason for supposing that 
the great Apostle of the Circumcision had left the East. 
What stronger proofs can we require of what Roman 
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Catholics think upon this subject? And as to tlie 
“weak Protestants,” who are supposed to have been 
“ almost ” as incredulous in this matter as educated 
Koman Catholics, the writer alluded to is quite as much 
mistaken. Mr. Bower, for instance, who wrote the 
“ Lives of the Popes,” is represented by him as one of 
the weak Protestants who “ almost ” denied this story. 
But this is not a fair statement of Mr. Bower’s case. He 
did not almost deny it. This gentleman, who was a con- 
vert from the Roman persuasion, did, as I have just said 
Saumaise, Spanheim, Bishop Bale, Luther,Calvin, Scaliger, 
and so many other men of the most energetic minds, felt 
it incumbent upon them to do after they had changed 
their opinion respecting the Christian purity of that 
church — he declared, in the most emphatic manner, that 
there was not, and that he had never been able to dis- 
cover (even while he was a Roman Catholic), the slightest 
pretext for such a supposition. “ In this controversy,” 
says Bower, in one place, “ the silence of St. Paul in 
particular, if duly attended to, must be thought by every 
unbiassed man a far more convincing proof of St. Peter’s 
not having been at Rome, than all the authorities that 
have been yet alleged are of his having been there.” I 
give Mr. Bower’s own words to show how little reliance 
can be placed upon the statements in the letter published 
in the Times, that I have alluded to, most of which the 
correspondent seems to have transcribed second-hand 
from other writers, though not always, as here, acknow- 
ledging that he does so. Father M'Corry, of Scotland, 
in the other statement published last year upon this sub- 
ject, seems also to have taken everything at seeond-hand 
from others, for there is scarcely any one of his state- 
ments that is not contrary to fact. One or two instances 
may be given here; others will be found in the course of 
these pages. He says (p. 21 of the tract called “ Was St. 
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Peter ever at Ilome?”)thatScaliger expresses his“amaze- 
ment that this great leading fact of church history should 
he matter of litigation.” Whereas Scaliger’s amazement 
seems to have been all the other way. “ That tliis false 
interpretation cannot stand,” says he, speaking of the 
Roman clergy thinking Babylon meant Rome in 1 Peter, 
“ I have clearly shown in the third book of the Canons, 
at the twelftli epoch ; and assuredly they have no other 
argument in support of Peter’s alleged journey except 
that which they think they have in this Epistle.” (The- 
saurus Temporum, p. 424.) And again, this very 
learned and stout-hearted man declares — “ As to Peter’s 
having gone to Rome, and having been put to death 
there, there is no person with the least education that 
could believe sucli a story.” (Nam de ejus Romam ad- 
ventu et supremo capitis supplicio ibidem, nemo qui 
paulo humanior fuerit, credere posset . — Scaligers Notes 
on the New Testame^ii.) Father M“Corry also (p. 22) 
describes Calvin assaying that he could not “withstand” 
the evidence of Peter’s having died in Italy ; whereas what 
Calvin saj’s is (after mentioning th.at some Avriters agreed 
in supjKJsing it), “ I am not noAV raising the question 
as to whether he may have died there, since these Avriters 
suppose he did (propter hunc scriptorum consensum, non 
pugno quin illic mortuus fuerit) ; but I positively deny 
that he Avas bishop there.” — Instit. iv. 6. And again, 
still more distinctly, in his commentary on 2 Peter i. 14: 
“ But how Avith this intimation of his approaching end 
at Babylon, could Peter have been put to death at Rome? 
Unless we suppose that he could fly, it is manifestly 
certain that he did not die in Italy.” (Certe nisi 
maria et terras momento transvolaverit, procul ab 
ItaliA, mortuum esse constat.) Adam Clarke Avas an- 
other of those “Aveak” Protestants. With all his learn- 
ing and all his research, he could see no pretext for 
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supposing that the apostle had ever left the East. “ I 
am of opinion,” says this profound scholar, “ that St. 
Peter did not write from Rome — that he was neither 
bishop of Rome nor martyred at Rome — in a word, that 
he never was at Rome.” Dr. Kitto is another. “ There 
is no sufficient reason,” (says he, in his Encyclopaidia of 
Biblical Literature), “ for believing that Peter was ever 
even so much as within the walls of Rome.” Father 
Feuardent (a.d. 1610) seems to think that there were a 
great many Protestants in this predicament in his day, 
but attributes it rather to hardihood that to weakness. 
“ I cannot but wonder,” exclaims the indignant priest, 
“ at the abandoned impudence (profligatam impuden- 
tiam) with which Valesius (not Henry de Valois, the 
commentator on Eusebius), Illyricus, Functius, Gallatius 
and others who have left our church, dare to prate (aude- 
ant blatterare)about Peter’s never having been at Rome.” 
“Several Protestants,” says Father Tillemont (a.d. 1698), 
“have lately maintained that Peter could never have been 
in Italy.” “ Tlie majority of Protestants,” says the Biblio- 
graphic Universelle, a work under the sanction of the 
Roman clergy, and largely contributed to by many of 
them — “ the majority of Protestants (la plupart des 
Protestans) reject this supposition.” (Art. Bauldri.) 

The first systematic attempt of any note which seems 
to have been made to remove the doubts and convictions 
entertained upon this point by the educated classes of the 
Roman conTmunion was that of Cardinal Baronius (a.d. 
1607),who,sceingthearguinents vanishing in the hands of 
his predecessors, thouglit to secure something by making 
a grasp at everything. So, to the utter astonishment 
of all the world, he took his stand upon two su 2 >posed 
mistran-slations of Greek text, by a Latin writer in 
the 5th century, and sought to make it appear not only 
that the apostle had not been put to death at Babylon 
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(where Peter himself tells us that his martyrdom was 
impending), but that Europe was the head-quarters 
of the mission entrusted to him by our Lord, and that 
he occupied it as such five-and-twenty-years, i.e. more 
than twice as long as he did Jerusalem. Almost imme- 
diately the Roman clergy of all grades refused to coun- 
tenance such a proposition. Cardinal Bellarmine (a.d. 
1621), from whom we have the next collection of what 
were supposed to be testimonies respecting Peter’s 
having left the East, says nothing about the alleged 
residence of five-and-twenty years in Europe, and wisely 
premises that, even if it could not be proved by history 
or tradition, that the apostle ever left the East, it was 
nevertheless very clear that he had been Bishop of Rome 
as well as of all the other churches of Christendom, and 
that this ought to be sufficient for the Roman Catholic 
supremacy anywhere. Two briefer collections of these 
supposed testimonies appeared soon aftenvards ; — one by 
Father Feuardent, the celebrated Franciscan orator al- 
ready alluded to, — the other by Henry de Valois (Va- 
lesius A.D. 1676), the still more celebrated Roman- 
catholic editor of Eusebius, — in which collections these 
two eminent men, eminent alike for their zeal and for 
their learning, confine themselves, unlike the two car- 
dinals, to Antenicene writers only, as the sole true 
ground of tradition in such matters. These writers also, 
it is almost needless to say, abandoned, as untenable, the 
grand point of Baronius, that Europe had been Peter’s 
head-quarters for five-and-twenty years, and contented 
themselves with merely making out as good a case as 
possible for the supposition that he died here. The next 
collection of supposed testimonies to which we are re- 
ferred is that by Bishop Pearson (a.d. 1 686), in which the 
bishop utterly denies that there was ever the least pretext 
for the hjqiothesis about the five-and-twenty years, and 
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only tried to show that the apostle might not have died 
in the East, for whicli purpose, however, ho considers 
that the Antenicene evidence of Feuardent and Valesius 
was insufficient. About this period of the controversy 
a singular occurrence took place. A Roman-catholic 
antiquarian, on the continent, found in Colbert’s library 
a little MS. which was firmly believed by him and every- 
body else to be of very high historical character, and in 
which it was plainly stated that the apostle really had 
come into Europe. So much satisfaction did this state- 
ment occasion, that the Roman-catholic clergy hesitated 
not to join the antiquarian in acknowledging that this, 
after all, was the only direct and substantial testimony 
there was upon the subject. Within about thirty years 
afterwards, however, it was discovered by themselves 
that there had been a mistake made about the MS., and 
that it was not authentic ! The names, dates, and other 
circumstances connected with this event, are given here 
in the section on Lactantius, whose work it was sup- 
posed to have been. Since the confusion of opinions 
consequent upon this discovery no writers of any note 
hiive meddled with the question. Mr. Baratier, indeed, 
(a.d. 1740), a talented young German, who was 
about nineteen years old when he died, and was not 
aware that the Lactantiau MS. was unauthentic, wrote 
in a tone of great confidence upon the subject, and is 
considered by the Roman clergy, sipparently on this sole 
account, as a very valuable auxiliary. He denounces, 
of course, the old supposition about the five-and-twenty 
years, adding, that the learned of all parties had long 
since proved it to be absurd, and does little else in reality 
than refer to, and repeat the collection of supposed 
testimonies that was made by the Bishop of Chester. 
We now come to the two most recent collections that 
have appeared. One is that of the Correspondent in the 
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Times, already alluded to, contained in a letter addressed 
to the Editor, and signed “ Truth.” The other is that 
of Father M'Corry of Scotland, in his tract, entitled 
“Was St. Peter ever at Rome?” in which he admits 
that the affirmative of this question has been very ex- 
tensively denied, and that it requires proof, and professes 
to give the strongest points that he could find in the 
wi'itings of four other parties, viz., Noel Alexander (a 
Doctor of the Sorbonne), Father Foggini, Father Dol- 
linger, and Father Palma, which dispenses with any 
separate reference to these writers here. Incredible as 
it may appear, both the recent writers now indicated seek 
to revive in England the old theory of Baronius, about 
the Five-and-Twenty years, that had been rejected at 
Rome from its first promulgation, literally centuries ago ! 
as well as Jacques de Voragine’s Golden Legend, about 
tlie Learned Dogs and the Fiery Chariot at Rome ! In 
addition to which remarkable points, Father iPCorrj' is 
led by his authorities to repeat, without examination, aU 
the old mis-statements about the city of Babylon, men- 
tioned in Peter’s First Epistle; while the Correspondent 
in the Times professes not to be aware that the Lactan- 
tian MS. was discovered, and that too by his owm church, 
to be a forgery. In other respects they merely repeat 
the usual references, which, as it will be seen, are pre- 
cisely similar to those by which some of the Roman 
clergy have tried to prove that Peter was at Canter- 
bury. In order that the reader may be able to see the 
utmost that was ever attempted to be adduced from 
antiquity, he will find appended to this work the eight 
foregoing statements, viz., that of Baronius, Bellarmine, 
Feuardent, Valesius, Bishop Pearson, and Baratier, to- 
gether with the Roman-catholic Letter that appeared in 
the Times, and the twelve supposed testimonies translated 
in Father M'Corry’s Tract. 

c 
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As to the other side of the question, the fallacy of 
supposing that Peter ever left the East has from the 
first been felt rather than proved. Father Foggini, in- 
deed, mentions that our proposition has been always 
more or less asserted in books ever since the 14th 
century, i. e. since the Roman clergy, in order to protect 
themselves against the Reformers, began first to assert 
the contrary. Father Mamachi (a.d. 1792) makes a 
similar statement, enumerating upwards of a dozen 
writers on this other side of the question. Owing, how- 
ever, to one grand defect common to them all, the 
exertions of these writers have not been attended Avith 
that success which Ave might ha\'e expected from the 
labours of such men. Instead of examining the passages 
adduced by the opposite party, these controversialists 
many of them men of learning and ability unsurpassed 
(among whom we may reckon CalArin, Saumaise, Span- 
heim, and Scaliger), contented themselves AAuth merely 
denying the accuracy of fhose Fathers who either 
AVTote or were supposed to have written these passages, 
and with indicating the glaring historical inconsistency 
of the statement supposed to be contained in them; 
thus rather confirming the cauI than remoAung it; for 
these men of world-Avide fame thereby seemed to give 
their high sanction to the mistaken interpretation of 
some of these passages, and to the mistaken authenticity 
of others. What they have omitted to do is what is now 
done. 
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OF 

All the Wnters and of all the Greek and Latin Passages 
that have ever been alleged as testimony of St. Peter's 
having left the East. 

CnRONOLOCilCALLY ARBANGED. 


(Zrentttrg. 

The Book CAXLED the Kripvyfia Uirpov . A.D. 45. 

Linus, a.d. 70. 

Anacletus. a.d. 91. 

Clemens Romanes, a.d. 100. 

AXX* iva Tutv ap^aiiitv viro^tiyfiaruty TravffUffHSa, evt rovQ 

eyyitrra y€vofi€yovc AOXijrac, Xa^w/iCi' ttjc yeyeac fj^wy ra yeyyaia 
vvo^ttyfiaTH ^la (rjXoyKai <p6oyoy itcKXrfffiac, \a€u^tv irpo oifSaXfiuy ijftuy 

rove ayu6ovc airooroXovc* *0 Ilerpoc ^<a (jjXoy ahtKov ovk Ira ovSe ^vo 
aXXa TrXfiovaf vmjytyKiy iroyovQ K€u ovrw fiaprvprjffac cTroptvdij t«c Toy 
otfxtXo^iyoy rovoy r»jc ^olrjQ. Aia l^t}Xoy Kat 6 IlavXoc hnofioyt)^ Cpafieiov 
vTreo)(^ty, cTtraictc tpoprj(ra£, ^vya-&ev0«tc» Xt0ao^€cCj ytyofievo^ 

ly T£ Tp a^aroXi; Kai fy ri; Svffti to ytyvatov ttjc 7r«crr«wc awrov nrXcoe 
eXa^ev, ciKaioavyriy lida^a^ oXoy roy Koa^oy^ Kat C9rt to rtp^ nyc 3v<rewc 
tX^^wv, /laprvpijffae €t« rwv iiyovfi£y<yy, ovrwg awjjXXayij top KOffftov Kai 
«<C Toy hyioy rovoy £7ropfv0»? vTro^orijc ycvo^£»'oc fuyaTTOQ v7roypa/i/toff.— 
Efnst. ad Corinth, c, 5. 

Sbtconb Centurj). 

Ignatius, a.d. 107. 

lie Iltrpof KOI TIavXot liaraaaopai vpiv. Ekcu'oi avoaroXoi, lyw 
KaraicptToc' eaivot iXtvOcpoi, cyo> Se pc\P‘ ^owXoc' aXX’ cay radat, 
aTreXcvBepoc Ir/aov, Kai avaarnaopat cv avrip cXcvBcpoe. — Epist. ad 
Rom. c. 4. 

Pai’ias. A.d. 110. 

K«i roufl' 6 xpE»6uT«poc cXcyc. Mapiioc ptv ipprfvcvrqi Iltrpow ytro- 
peyot, baa epyripoycvaiy aKp{€ut cypaypey, ov pivTOi rapci ra vxo row 
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XpKTTOv 1 ) \f)(6£VTa Tj TTpa^Otwa, Ovr€ yap rjicovffe rov Kvptov ovrt 
vapiKoXovOrjffey avry* vffrepoy wc Tlerp^ 6 q Trpoc t’oc xptcac 

tTouiTO rac ^e^acrcaXiac* aAX'oi;)^ uKTirtp wyTa^iy Twy KvpiaKUiv noiov^tyoQ 
\oyfj)y' wore ovltv ri^aprt Ma^isroc ovroic ivia ypa\l/ai; utQ a‘K€fivi}iioyivaeVf 
'Efoc yap iiroiy^traTO Tpovoiav, rov pirfitv wv r\Kov(Ji TrapaXitruy rf ypevaaffOai 
rt O' avrotc* Tovra fiey ovy ttrTopTjTat ry IXa^rc^ wept rov Mapicoy. — Apud. 
Emeh. 3. 39. 

Heracleon. a.d. 126. 

The Recognitions. 

The Clementina. 

The Apostolic Constitutions. 

The headiTig of tlte chapter is: Tt^ac TnpTtovrtc e\upoToyriaay oi 
Ayiot AvoffToXot. The chapter then proceeds ihxts : II<pc nay vtft* 
hpivty yttpoTOvr^diyTtav ttnaKovtiiy ev rp (wp rp t)fierip(^, yywptliofiiy vfitv 
on tieiy ovroi" .... AyTio\uac Eyoctoc ptP vv' etjov Iltrpov, lyyarco? 

VITO riauXov Trjc Pcy/iacuF oruXijatac At^'oc puy 6 KXav^mc 

7Tp<iiroc> HavXoy, KXpfipc 2if ptra top Atpov ^aparop, vir* €pov Tltrpov, 

^tvTtpoCj *cfx<t/5oro>'i7rai oi epniercv^tyrtc ra^ ip 

Kvpiy Trapoiictac* — ld>. C. 4f>. 

Dionysius Corinthus. a.d. 170. 

Tayra Kai vpeic ^ta rpc roeavrrjc pov^eaiac rpv otto ITcrpou icac IlavXov 
ipvTuap ytvrfdtieap P<y^a<u>y re Kai KopiyOnvp evpek’epature, Kai yap 
apt^ icai tic Tpp fjperepay Kopipdop ^vreveatTtc hpac, opouvc Ci icai tic 
rrfp IraXiui^, bpioat 2t5a^aFr£C> tptaprvppffay Kara top avray Kaipop , — 

Extract preaervel hi Euseb. 2, 25, from a letter addressed to the Romans. 

Hegesippus. a.d. 180. 

Victor, a.d. 200. 

Irenajus. a.d. 200. 

'O fuv Sti Mar3u(OC ev roif 'ESpatoif rr) tStif BinXcKTif avrotv Kai ypa^t)f 
ilriveyKCV cvayycXtov, rov Ihrpov Kai IlavXov ey Pufip cvayyeXi(ofiei'Ojy 
Kai BifitXiovvTbiy rpy tKxXpiTiay. Mcra rpy rovrivy t^oSoy, Mapcoc 
It fia^prpe KOI tpfif)yevTt]c Hirpov Kai avroc ro vno VltTpov Kppvcaofuya 
iyypu<l>uQ iifiiy vapaStiuKty. — lib. 3, c. ]. 

Quoniam valdc longum cat iu hoc tali voluminc, omnium eccleaiamm 
enumerare successionem, maximje et antiquissim® et omnibus cognit®, 
a gloriosissimis duobus Apostolis Paulo ct Petro (so in the Jesuit ^fS. 
called ClaronumUme, and said by the Roman-catholics to he “ optimee 
nolle codex', so also in the Vossiasi AfS., called by the Ronum-catholies, 
“ optimus" et “ verissimus,") Rom® fuudat® et constitut® ccclcsi®, 
indicantes, <kc. — Chap. 3. (Greek lost.) 
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Q€^i\iiM)iTavTtQ ovv Kai oiKO^ofirjtravrtc oc fiaxaptoi AtootoXoi ttjv 
tKKXrjfftay, Aivy rrjy ri;c eT«rico7ri/c Xcrroupycai' ty€\etpt<rav. Tovrov row 
Ati'ou IlavXoc ty raiQ npog TiftoQiov cxtffroXatc fitfiyi]rai. Aca^c^erai 
2c avToy AytyKXrjTO^, Xlcra tovtov 5c rpiry rov^ ano ru)y AirotrroXwv 
rrfy £TriiTKOvr)y KXtfpovTai KXr}fir}Q. — ibidem. 

Luckvnus Chabinus. a.d. 200. 

(ZTenturg. 

Clemens Alexandrinus. a.d. 217. 

AvOic S'lv rote ovroic o KXt/^ijC /3t§Xtoic Trtpt rijc ra^cuc r<oy cvayy$\iuy 
wapaSoaiy ruy aytxaScy irptir^vTcpuiy TiOurai rovroy t)(Ovaay roy rpowoy. 
XlpoyiypaipOat tXeytro roty cvayycXtww ro ircptc)(^o>Ta rag yeyiaXoyiag* 
TO 5c icura Map*:o»' ravnjv €a\rjKeyat rrjy oiKoyofuay, Tov llcrpow 
5f;^o<n^ cv KTfpviayrog roy Xoyoy, koi Uyev/iari to evayyeXioy 

tStiToyrog, rovg irapoyrag woXXovg oyrag TopwcaXeirai roy MetpKoy wg av 
<u:oXov&Tfoayra avr^ iroppa/dey k<u fUfiyrjptyoy ruty XeySiyruy ayoypayf/ai 
ra (tprjfitya' notrjaayra 5c ro cvayycXio*', fitracovvai rotg hofuyoig 
avrov’ *Oircp cjreyi'oi'ra roy Derpov irporpevruciag fit}re KtaXvtrai fif)r€ 
irporpi\f/(u. — Apud. Kuedb. 6, 14. 

Caius. a.d. 218 . 

Koi CKKXrimatrrtKoe aypp, raVoc oyoptj, Kara Zctfivpiyoy Viopmuy ytyoyuc 
iiriBKOiroy Of Sij IlpoiiXy rijc Kara tpvyac ■Bpoiarofxtyif yvw^ijC tyypapus 
Sia\f)(0ui, avra iri ravra irtpi ruv roiruy tySa ruy etptjfieyuy AirooToXuy 
ra itpa BK^yu/iara Korartdtiroi, ^rjaiy" Eyu St ra rpoirgia ruy carooroXuy 
SctSai. Ear yap OcXijs^C oireXfltir exi roy BoKriKoror, r/ ciri rijr 
oSor njr Ooriar, cvpijtrcic ra Tpoiraia ray rowriir ilpvtroficyuy Tr\y iKKXfjatay. 
Aptid. Euieb. 2 , 25 . 

Hippolytus. a.d. 250. 

An anonymous author, a.d. 250. 

♦axi yap roue /itr xportpovt ixovrac rat ovrowc roue axoirroXouc 
xopciXij^croi rt koi ScSiSax<rai roura & yvv oiiTOi Xfyovai koi rfrijpijffOoi 
rj/y aXt/Oeiay tov Ki/piiy/ioroc pc\pi Tuy Bicropoc xporur, oc Tjy rpiixKmSe- 
Kitros oiro Iltrpovi cy Piiipp exuricoiroE' oxo St row SioSop^ov awrow Zt^wptrov 
xcytan't^cfiaxOai rijr aXijOfior. — Apud. Eutdb. 5, 28. 

Sextus Julius Africanus. a.d. 250. 

Tebtullian. a.d. 250. 

Quam felix Ecclesia (“ wto quam ” t« tn no MS.), cui totam doctrinam 
apostoli cum sanguine sue profuderunt ! TJbi Petrus passioui 
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Dominicse adcqufttur; ubi Paulus Joaimis cxitu coronatur; ubi Apos- 
tolua Joannes ({)ost«aquain in oleum igneum demersus niliil )>assus 
est) in insulam relegatur . — De Pr(tscrij)t. c. 36, 

Neo qiiidquam ndort inter eos quos Joannes in Jordane, et Petnw 
in Tilxiri tinxit . — De Jtuptia. c. 4. 

Vitas Cffisarum Icgimiis. Orieutem fidem Romae primus Nero 
cruontavit. Tunc Petrus ab oltero cingitur cum cruci astringitur. 
Tunc Paulus civitatis Romante consequitur nativitatem, cum illic 
martyrii renascitur generositate. — Scorp^acarn, c. 1.5. 

Romani — quibus cvangclium ct Petrus et Paulus sanguine quo<}ue 
suo signatum reliquerunt . — Advergm Marcumem, c. 6. 

Cyprian, a.d. 250. 


Factus est autem Cornelius Episcopns cum Fabiani locus, id est, 
cum locus Petri ct gradus Cathedrae saccrdotalLs ^•acaret. — Epist. 55, 


e. 6. 

Roma — Catheilra Petri. — Pasnm^ 

Firmilian. A.d. 250. 



Atque ego in hac parte juste indignor ad hanc tarn apertam et 
manifestam Stepliani stultitiam qubd qni sic de episcopatus sui loco 
gloriatur et se successionem Petri tenere contendit, sujxir quern fimda- 
menta ecclesiae collocata sunt, multas alias petras inducat ct eccle- 

siarum multarum nova aedificia constitiut Stephanus qui per 

successionem Cathedram Petri habere sc pnedicat, nuUo adversus ha>re- 
ticos zelo excitatur..— Cyprian. Epist. 


Stephen, a.d. 250. 
Origbn. a.d. 254. 


Jpourtft fflmtuni. 

Petrus Alexandrinus. a.d. 311. 

Arnobids. a.d. 330. 

Viderant enim enrsum Simonis Magi et quadrigas igneas Petri ore 
difflatas et nominato Christo evanuisse. Viderant inquam fidentem 
diis falsis ct ab iisdem metuentibus proditum, pondere prwcijiitatum 
suo, cruribus jacuisse priefractis. Post deinde perlatum Brundam cru- 
ciiitibus et pudore defessum, ex alti-ssimi culminis se nu'sum ]>ncci]>i- 
tas.se fastigio. Qua) omnia vos gesta noque scitis, ncque scire volui.stis, 
neque uuquam vobis uccessaria judicastis; ac dum vestiis fiditis oordibus 
etc. — Lib. 2. 

Lactantius. a.d. 330. 

Discipuli (Christi) vero per provincias dispersi, fundamenta Ecclasiro 


Digitized by tn 



A UST OF ALL THE WRITERS, ETC. 


23 


nbiqne posuerunt, facientes ct ipsi in nomino Magistri Dei magna et 
pene incredibilia miracula; quia disceJens instruxerat eos virtute ao 
potestate qui posaot novsB annuutiatiouis ratio fundari et confinnari: sed 
et futura apeniit illw omnia quse Petrus et Faulus Roiusa prsedicavenuit, 
et ea Praxiicatio, in memoriam scripta, permanait; in qui eum multa 
alia miia, turn etiam hoc futurum case dixorunt, ut jiost breve teuipus 
immitteret Deus regem qui expugnarct Judseos et civitatem eorum solo 
adwquaret etc. . . . Itaque post illorum obitum cum eos Nero interc- 
misaot, Judceorum nomen et gentem Yespasianus extinxit fecitque 
omnia qom illi futura prcsdixerant. — Institut. Uh. 4, c. 21. 

Eusebius, a.u. 340. 

{Tide of Chapter — IIcpi rov Kara Pw/iijv Krjpvyparoc Utrpov tov Airoff - 
roXoi;) .... ('O poyoa) n^c ?roXc(iic» avpcupoptytjc carr^ ra 

ptyaXaTijc €<pdpivoverjc tyravOa lvyaptu>c, tv oXtyipToaovTov ra rrjc 
pTjaeu/c rjvvero u/cKoi avSpiavroc at'odteei irpoc €wriifv rrfit oia^eov riptj^rjvcu. 
Ov prjv tig paicpov avry ravra ‘jrpov)((t}(iti, ITapairo^ac yovv tiri rrjg avrrjg 
KXav?(ov flaatXtiag, h vavayadog Kat (jnXnvOpwKoranj vpovota 

TOv Kaprepov Kfu ptyav rutv AnoeToXuv rov ap€Tr}g tvtKaTiov XoixtDV hiravTuy 
vporjyopoy, Ylirpov ttri ti}v Vwprfv <ag eiri TrfXiKOVTOv Xvptufva fiiov 
ayioytt, 6g oia Tig ytyyaiog Otov erparrjyog roig Otioig oirXoig <l>pa^apiyog, 
Tf)v ToXvTip7}TOv tp-rropiav tov votitov <putrog cf a >' aroXwi ' TOig icarri ^veiv 
avTO Kai Xoyov }j/u^u}y eufrrjpioyy to Kffpvypa ri/c ra»y 
ovpavufv fiaaiXtiag tvayytXiiopevog ovroi T ovv tvd7)pr)eayTog avrotg 
TOV dtiov XoyoVf h ^tpuyog (rov payov) avtefit} icai vapa')^ripa 

avy Kai ry avipi icaTaXiXvTo 8v»'a/iic*“~2.14. 

{Title of chapter — Ilfpi row icara Mapicow cvayytXtov.) To<tok3’ tvtXapypty 
Taig Tuy wcpoaTutv rov Ilerpov ^ta^'occuc evo’cCctac (^tyyog tvg prf ttj tiaaval 
iKaviag (Xtiv aputtadai aroj}, ptf^t rpaypa^^ rov Otiov Ktjpvyparog 
caX(^, irapai:Xi}9(0’( vavroiaig MapKov, ov to tvayyiXiov (ptptTai avoX- 
ovdov ovra TItTpov Xivaprjaat, wg av cat ^ta ypa0i;c xnropyTjpa Ti)g hia Xoyov 
Tapa^odctaf^c awrotc caraXfc\^oi^(3aaicaXtac»^r}xportpov rt avttvai, h carep- 
yaeaaOai tov avdpa, cat ravrp atrtovc yci'ta-^at ri?c row Xiyopevov cara 
Mar cov EvayytXtov ypa0»;c- Pi'ovra it to vpax^tv (ftaei tov airoeroXovt 
avoKoXv^l/avTog avr^ rov TrytopaTog, »/*T6»;vai Ttf rwv avCptav 7rpo6v^(^« 
cvpivo-ai re ttiv ypaftfy tig tyrtvliv Taig tKKXrjeiaig" {KXr^prig ty eery rwv 
VTTQTVTrutetuty irapaTtOtiTai Ttjy ‘loroptav, evvtxipapTvpti 3*avry cat 6 
lepaToXtrijc tvioKoxog ovopari IlaJrtac.) rov It Mapcov pyr^poyivtiv rov 
rierpov tv rp irporep^ CTrt^oXp, i]v cat <rvKra(at <f>aety cir’avnjc Pw/^»?Cj 
aqpaiytiy ti tovt avrot', ti\v xoXiv rpoTricairipov Ba^wXwva xpoaiixovra 
^la rovrujj', Atnraferat vpag >/ tv Ba^vXwvt evvtKXtKTti, cat AlapKog 6 vlog 
pov . — 2. It5. 

*Ov (<ttX(vva) cat Xoyoc cx^i cara KXav^to^ txi rijc Pw/i»jc ttf optXiav 
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€\6eiv TIerp^» rote iKcan rove Krjpvrrovrt. Kat ovk aireiKog av £irj rovro 
ytp ewit Kai 6 <f>apey avr^ ffvyypafjpa rove e<c f’** tcai etc 

iri^vXayptyovg rryc (KKkfjaiaQ trepiey^ii tcayova^. — EiLsd). 2.17# 

ITerpoc ^e ev IIovr^Arai FaXari^ *:ai Bidv^t^i Ka7rira3o*:t^, re Kai Atri^, 
Kik'Tfpv)(ii'ai rote «>' ^tatrTrop^ loi/^tttoic eou‘e»', 6c n*at €tti reXet ey Pu»/<ij 
yEyoptyoQ ay£<r$:o\oiritrdr} Kara oirrwc o6roc altuauQ iraOuy . — 

ExLSch. 3.1. 

AtFoc 6e ov pfpyrfrat (llauXoc) <rv»'o>^oc ext Pw^r^c avry» Kara rijr 
CivTtpay Trpog Tt^oOeov cTrarToXTjyt irpotrog ptra JltTpoy ri/c Pw^atwv 
iKKXrjtriaQ Trjy eirifTKOTrrfy rjhrj Trporepoi' tcXijpa^etc ceSiyXwrat. AXXa *:at 
6 KXr^prjg rrjg Pupauity Kat avrog eKKXrjtnag rptrog (irtaKOTTog Karatrrag 
OaoXov avytpyog Kat ovyadXrjrijg yeyoyeyat irpog avTov paprvpurai . — 

Euseb. 3.4. 

Julian the Apostate, a.d. 361. 

Akovuv ic otfuai Kat ra ftvr)fjtaTa JItrpov Knt nau.Xou, Xoflp« ftiv, 
rtKovuty h ofiut nvra wepi^epofit ra (“circumfurri," m Father Herret's Paris 
edition, 1604, — aJii, “ dtpamvoftira") rrpioTOf; iToXpijatv ttviir. — Ajnid. 
Ct/rU. Aleocan. adv. Jxd. lib. 10. 

Eutropils. Before a.d. 400. 

Denique omnibus flagitiissiiisetiam hoc addidit (Nero) quod Sanctos 
Dei Apostolos Petrura Paulumque trucidavit. — Lib. 7. 

Athanasius, a.d. 373. 

ITerpoc 6e 6 6ta roy tpo£oy rtjy loveatuty »:pv7rro/i£»'Oc> »rat IlaoXoc 6 
aTTotrroXoc (rnpyavp -)(aXa<r^itg Kat fvyi^yf aKovtTayng, etc Ptyprjy Csi 

vpag papTvprjtratp ovk ayi^aXoyro rtjv airo^rjptay. Xaipo^rec 6e ^taXXot' 
airrfXdoyf Kai 6 piy tic ?rpoc rove c6tovc fmivZitiy lynyyvro (npal^optvogp 
o 6c icat rrapoyra roy Kaipov ov icarcirri/trev aXXa Kat €Kav)(aro Xtyuy, 
Eyw yap tjCrj <nrev6opat, icat 6 tcatpoc OFaXvtfCWC pov ttptffrijKe . — 
Apolog. de Fngd sud. c. 1 8. 

PlIlLASTRIUS. A.D. 380. 

Qui (Magus) cum fugerct bcatum Potrum de Hierosolymitana 

civitate, Romamque veniret, cum beato A postolo apud Nerouem regem, 

devictus undique orationo Iwati ApostoU atque percussus ab augelo, 
sic meruit iuteriro ut cjus magiie evidena mcndacium cunctis homiiii- 
bus patefieret. — c. 29. 

Cyril of Jerusalem, a.d. 386. 

noparfiroptrijc it rijc s-Xfo-ijr, nyaOwi' ^vruptc iiopBovrat to wraiirpn 
ITerpoc eai IlauXoc Trapayeroptrot, bi rijc fkxXrjtrtac irpoorara.* eoi tirt- 
leikTiurra ror ropiCoptror Oior Zipisra vtKpor tvBvi: anetdar. Eway- 
yeWofurov yap row Eipuroc ptrtupiieeBai tic rove ovpayovc rai it’ 
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O^ij/iarov Saifiovwy fjr’atpoc ijicpofuvov, yoyv i:\iya yrc{ ot rov Qiov ^ovXot 
Kat Tijy <Tvfi<puyiay cyhi^a/jtyoi, t/y ttwey 'O Iijiroi/f, K. r. \. (Matt, 

19, 20,) TO rijs 6/jot'omc <ac\o( Sia rijc irpootv)(>tc refitpayric Kara rov 
Mayov yartSaXoy avroy ei{ Tt]y ytjy ‘Ouroc irpwroc o 77 c KOKiac 

SpaKuy, — Catech. 6. 

Ambrose, a.d. 897. 

Optatus. Before a.d. 400. 

Negare non potes scire te in urbe Koma Petro primo Cathetlram 
Episcoi)alein esse collatam, in qui sederit omnium Apostolorum Caput 
Petrua — 2.2. 

Ergo Cathedram unicam sedit prior Petrus. Cui succesait Linus. 
—2.3. 


JpiftJ (ZTenturg. 

Old Roman Calendar. After 400. 

Ei’ipuanius. a.d. 403. 

Er Puppyap (ExiffioTTOt) yiyoyaoi rpuToi lUrpOf koi Ilnv\oQ,ol awoir- 
ro\oi avTOt ».ai tmoKOTrot, cira Aii-of, K. r. X. — lib. i. U(trea. 27. 

'H Tuy ty Puipp Ciriokorru/y Cia?ox7 ravTi)y e^et rtjy oKoXovOiay, Uirpo^ 
Kat Mai/Xoc, Atyotf K. r. X. — Ibid. 

Prudentius. A.d. 406. 

Unus utrumque dies, pleno tamen renovatus anno, 

Vidit superba morte laureatum. 

Scit Tiberina palus, flumine quse lambitur propinquo, 

Binis dicatum ccspitem trop®ia 

Et crucLs et gladii testis, quibus irrigans easdera 

Bis iluxit imber sanguinis per herbas. 

***** 

Dividit ossa du4m Tibris. 

Perialeph. Hymn. 12. 

DLscede Jupiter, 

Relinque Romam liberam plobcmque jam Cbristi fuge. 

To Paulus bine extenninat, te sanguis exturbat Petri, 

Tibi id, quod ipse armaveras, factum Neronb officit. 

Hymn, de S. Laurentio. 

Chrysostom, a.d. 407. 

Jerome, a.d. 420. 

Hujus (Claudii) anno secundo Petrus Apostolus quura primiim 
Antiochenam ecclcsiam iundasset, Bomam mittitur, ubi evangelium 
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{)nc<licans XXV annos ejusdem urbU episcopus peraeverat . — TJte Latin 
Chronicon, Irvunslated from KusdAus. 

Petrus, post episoopatuiii Antiochenais eccle8ia3 et pnedicati'onem 
clis[)crsionis eonim (jui de circuincisioue cnslitlorunt in I’onto, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, Bithyniil, secundo Claudii anno ad expugnandum 
Simonem Magum Romam jx-rgit, ibiquo viginti quinque annos cathc- 
dram Saccrdotalem tenuit usfjue ad ultinium annum Neronis, id eat, 
decimum quartiuu, a quo suiBxus cruci martjTio coronatus est. — De 
Scripluribus Dcclesiaeticis, also translated from Dttsdntis. 

]\larcua discipulus et inteq>res Petri, juxta quod Petrum referentem 
audierat, rogatus Romse a fratribus, breve scripsit Evangelium; quod 
quum Petrus audisset, probavit. Meminit bujus Marci et Petrus in 
Epistola prima sub nomine Babylonia iiguraliter Romam significaua — 
(1 Peter, v. 13.) — Ibid. 

SCLI’ITIUS. A.D. 430. 

Namque oo tempore (in Nero’s reign) divina apud urbem religio 
invaluerat, Petro ibi episcopatum gerente, et Paulo posteaquam ab 
injusto pnesulis judicio Cajsarem apixjllaverat, Romam deducto. Ad 
quoin turn audiecdum plurcs conveniebant ; qui veritato intellecta, 
virtutibus que Apostolorum quas turn crebro ediderant, jx;rmoti,ad eul- 
tum Dei sese confcrebanl. Etenim turn illustris ilia ad versus Simonem 
Petri ac Pauli congressio fuit. Qui cum magicis artibus, ut sc deum 
probaret, duobus suffultus dcmoniis evolasset, orationibus Ajxistolonun 
fugatis deraonibus, delapsus in terram popnlo inspectantc, disruptus 
est — Lib. 2, c. 40. 

Latis legibus religio vetabatur, palamquo edictis propositis, Christi- 
anum esse non liccbat. Turn Paulus ac Petrus capitis damnati ; 
quorum imi cervix gladio desccta, Petrus in cruccm sublatus est. — 
Ibid. c. 41. 

Augustine, a.d. 430. 

Cathedra tibi qiud fecit ecclesiiB Romanie in qua Petrus sedit et in 
qua hotlie Anastasius sedet? — Contra, lit. PetH. lib. 2, c. 51. 

Jacct Petri corjms Romaj, dicunt homines. Jaoot Pauli coqras 
Romie ; Laurentii corpus Romm ; alionun sanctorum martyrum cor- 
]Hira jacent Romie, et miseraest Roma! . . . Tot strages mortis fiunt, 
ubi sunt mcmori® A]x>stulorum! — Quid dicis? — Serm. in Natali Ajmlol. 

Paulinus of Xolu. A.D. 431. 

Ipsaquc celestum 

Sacris ^irocerum monumcutis Roma 
Petro Pauloque potena 

Natal. 3. 
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Ctril of Alexandria, a.d. 444. 

SOZOMEN. A.l). 450. 

OXtymr it j(poyoy ^iXriyog tTuSimiyayrog, fioyog Ai&pioc Tits tKsXittrtas 
(ty Puiftp) TrpoVoraro. Taurp jrij row Otov ciotKitnayros, uirrt roy Thr/wv 
3/x/yoy fill tico^ety, van ivo liyetioaiy lOvyotiiyoy o Ci)(oyoias avfi^oXuy 
tiTTi, sat tkk-XiitTiaiTTiKov Stfffiov aXXorpioy. — //ini. iv. 14. 

Orosius.' A.d. 450. 

Exordio regni cjuB (Clautlii) Petnis Apostolua . . . Romam venit, 
et salutarom cunctis credentibus fidem fideli verbo docuit, jxjtentissimis- 
que virtutibus adprobavit. — ltd. 7, C. 6. 

Palladius. A.d. 450. 

Ntpfcii'oc Tov fiaatXeus — row KoXarrayros roue aotlipovs airotjroXovs 
lltTpoy k-ai riawXov. — Z>e Brachmanihus. 

Petrus Chrtsologus. a.d. 452. 

Theodoret. a.d. 457. 

E)(t» fl£ k-ai ruy Kotyuy rartpiity xat itcatrsaXuiy r?jc aXrtOeias TUrpov 
sat IlawXou rac flijrac ruy Ttaritiy rag fo>rt(ovirag. ‘HJt rptapa- 

xapia rovriiir Kai 0«ia (vyupig aytrtiXe ptv ty rjj Kat irayroat rag 
akTtyag t^tirtpypty' ty 'St rp Svirtt vpoOvpug tet^ttro rag tov [iiov Svapag, 
KfKtiQty yvy icarawyo^ti rijw oiKovptyrtv. 'Ovrot pty Toy vptTtpoy irtpiipa- 
vtoTCO'oy wrtipgyay Opowow. 'Ovrog rioy ayaOoiy Tivy vptTtpwy o coXo^wi'. 
'O S’ ckttyay &tog kcu vvy tov tKttyuv tXafinpvvt Opoyov, Tify vptTtpay 
iytoxrvyrtv ISpvaag ty rourjp, Tits op0oSo{it/g Tog axTiyag a^ititray. — Ejnst. 
ad Leonem. 

Leo. A.d. 461. 

Hodienui feetivHas, pnater illam reTcrentiam, quam toto terramin 
orbo promeruit, speciali et propria nostne urbis exultatione Teneranda 
cat, ut ubi pnccipuorum Apoatolorum glurificatus eat exitna, ibi in die 
Mortyrii eonim ait betitue principatua. — Sena. 1 de EiUcJi Apoet, 

Prosper, a.d. 463. 

Maximus, a.d. 465. 

Sfcutt) Ctnturii. 

Elpis. a.d. 520. 

O felix Roma ! — qute tantorum principum, 

Es puiqturata protioso sanguine, 
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Non laudo tua, scd ipsorum moritis 
Excellis oinncm miindi ])iilchritudiuem. 

Hymn, de Jposto/is. 

Arator. a.d. 556. 

Dignaque materies Potri Paulique coronae 
Caesaroas superare minaa, et in arcc tjTanni 
Pandere jura Poli, summtunque in agonc tribunal 
Vincere, no titulos parvus contingeret hostis. 

Act. Apoat. in Jine. 

Gregory of Tours, a.d. 595. 

Nero Petnun cruco, Paulum gladio jubet interficL — lib. 1, e. 25. 


^rbentl) Centurs. 

Gregory the Great, a.d. 604. 

Itaque cum multi sint Apostoli, pro ipso tamen principatu sola 
Aixjstolorum principis sedes in auctoritate convaluit, quae in tribus 
locis unius est. Ipso enim sublimavit sedcm in qua etiam quiescorc 
et pncsentem vitam finire dignatus cst. Ij)so decoravit sedcm, in 
quam Evangelistam discipulum misit. Ipse finnavit sodom in qiiii 
septem annos quamvis discossurus so<Ut. Cum ergo unius atque una 
sit sedes, cui ex auctoritate divina tres nimc Episcopi pnesident, quid- 
quid ego de vobis boni auibo, hoc mihi impute, si quid do me boni 
creditis, hoc vestris mentis imputate, quia unum sumus, &c. — lib. C, 
Epist. 40. 

Isidore of Spain, a.d. 636. 

Septimo et tricesimo anno post passionem Domini a Ncrone Caesare 
in url)o Romil deorsum verso capite, ut ipse voluit, crucifixus est. — 
In Vit. Petri. 


®b(rutnt!) (fffnturp. 

The Golden Legend, a.d. 1298. 


Digitized by Google 


PART I. 


THE ANTENICENE RECORDS. 


I. 

The Kttpvyfia ritrpoi;, (a.d. 45,) called in English 
“ Peter’s Proclamation,” “ Preaching,” or “ Doctrine,” 
and in Latin “ Pnedicatio Petri,” “ Doctrina Petri,” &c., 
was a document which appeared against the Gnostic 
heresy among the Gentiles at Rome, before the siege of 
Jerusalem, and even as early as the reign of Claudius. 
It seems to have contained an account of the doctrines 
taught by Peter and the apostles in Judsea, with some 
of our Lord’s predictions respecting the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and to have been looked upon by the earlier 
Fathers as really the production of St. Peter himself, or 
at least as having been authorized by him. Clement, the 
eminent bishop of Alexandria, in the beginning of the 
third century, quotes a good deal from it as such. 
Eusebius also considered it in the same light, although 
he says that the authenticity of the work extant under 
that name in his time was by no means universally ac- 
knowledged, — Origen having rejected it as spurious, 
and none of the quotations cited by the bishop of Alex- 
andria being discoverable in it. The original authentic 
document was, he tells us, (Hist. 2, 14), sent to Rome 
by St. Peter himself, a little before he went to Babylon, 
for the purpose of counteracting the Gnostic heresy in 
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that city, in the reign of Claudius ; and this historian 
lias written a whole chapter respecting its success there 
upon that occasion, with the title “ On the K»ipuy/«a 
rifTpou at Rome.” Lactantius also bears witness tnat 
this work was sent to Romo prior to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and, therefore, during the apostle’s lifetime; 
that it contained our Lord’s predictions relative to that 
event, and that it was the means adopted by the apostles 
(or, according to the usual expression, “ by Peter and 
Paul”) to announce these predictions in that city, in such 
a way that they might lie afterwards seen to be such. (Ea 
Praidicatio, in memoriam scripta, pennansit. Lactantius^ 
Institut. 4, 21.) I draw attention to these particulars 
respecting the book called “ Peter’s Proclamation,” be- 
cause its name seems to have been one of the main 
sources of the modern error about Peter’s having left 
the East. As to its supposed testimony, however, upon 
this subject, the book in question is not now extant, nor 
is there any extract from it in which it is pretended that 
there is the slightest allusion to anything of the kind. 
Baratier and Bishop Pearson, who alone cite it as autho- 
rity in this case, admit that there is not, but think that 
it must have contained some such passage, as Lactantius 
seems to say so. But Lactantius says exactly the re- 
verse. Lactantius says : “ Christ disclosed some predic- 
tions to His disciples, of which the apostles made public 
])ix)clamation at Rome; and that Proclamation (ea Praj- 
dicatio) being in writing, to per|ietuate the predictions, 
was still extant after their fulfilment. In this pro- 
CEAMATiON, among many other extraordinary things, 
THEY SAID (in quA. dixerunt) that Providence would soon 
send a king to exterminate the Jews,” &c. (Lact. Instit. 
4, 21.) Does not Lactantius here say as distinctly as 
he could well have said it, that it was not in person, but 
in the written document called “ Peter’s Proclamation ” 
that the apostles publicly announced our Lord’s predic- 
tions among the Gentiles at Rome upon the occasion 
alluded to? And does ho not thereby corroborate the 
account given by Eusebius, that this document was sent 
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to Rome by Peter, a little before the final departure of 
the apostles from Jerusalem? In all whicli, however, 
we have not a shadow of reason for supposing, either 
that “ Peter’s Proclamation ” contained anything about 
Peter’s being in Europe, or that Lactantius was under 
the impression that it did. 

Some writers seem to have considered that “ Paul’s 
Proclamation” and “Peter’s Proclamation” were two 
distinct works ; others that Peter and Paul were the joint 
authors of the same work ; and others, with more pro- 
bability, that Paul’s name became connected with a work 
exclusively under Peter’s name, from a mistake on the 
part of Lactantius, who was a Latin writer, with regard 
to a Greek passage in Clemens Alexandrinus, by whom 
this work was so often quoted. That point, however, 
has nothing to do with the present question. 


II. 

St. Linus (a.d. 70) a bishop of Rome, is one of those 
upon Avhose testimony the Roman Catholics have been 
taught to believe that Peter was not put to death on the 
Euphrates, at the ancient Babylon, in the territory of 
the king of Parthia, where Peter himself says that he 
was living in expectation of his martyrdom in the reign 
of Nero, at the very time that he was writing his epistles 
to the other districts of the Dispersion. In the work 
attributed to this bishop on Peter’s crucifixion, it is said 
that Peter was put to death by Agripjia, in a city where 
Agrippa was the governor, ana that 5<ero was very much 
annoyed when he came to hear of the apostle’s death, 
and sent Agrippa into retirement, where he died. The 
MSS. of this document are said to mention Rome and 
not Jerusalem as the scene of the story ; but Agrippa 
was never governor of Rome. As, however, the work in 
question is confessedly a recent proiluction, I need do 
no more than show that father CeiUier, and all the Roman 
clergy, now admit that it affords no indications of Peter’s 
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not having been put to death, as is intimated in the 
Scriptures, in Parthia, — that they consider it full of the 
absurdest fictions, and that St. Linus had nothing what- 
ever to do with the composition of it. 

Father Ceillier (vol. 1. p. 490) says: “ The work that 
we have in two books, under the name of St. Linus, 
is full of ridiculous fables, and is not even worth 
reading.” 

Father Tdleraont, in his fifty-first article on St. Paul, 
says of this document — “ It is one of the worst invented 
pieces that ever were written.” Again, in his sixtieth 
note on St. Paul : “ It signifies very little what this work 
asserts, or what it denies.” And again, in his chapter 
on the first Popes : “ This work is full of errors. Ba- 
ronius maintains that it is a forgerj', or at least very 
much corrupted, if it ever was authentic — and several 
other %vriters pronounce the same judgment.” 

Cardinal Bellarmine, in his Ecclesiastical Writers, 
says, — “ We consider that Linus’s writings are not 
extant, and that those which now pass under his name 
are forgeries.” 

The Dominican Fathers Richard and Giraud, in their 
Bibliotheque Sacree, remark : “ The two books which 
bear the name of Linus, about Peter’s martyrdom, are 
forgeries, as well as being full of fictions and heresies.” 

As far, therefore, as Linus’s testimony is concerned, 
there is no reason to suppose that Peter was not put to 
death at Babylon. 


III. 

Anacletus, (a.d. 91,) also a bishop of Rome, is another 
of those upon Avhose testimony the Roman Catholics 
have been taught to rely for the alleged fact that Peter 
left the lost sheep of the house of Israel to come and 
live in Europe. Three decretals (or papal briefs) have 
been attributed to Anacletus, the MSS. of which are said 
to contain words to this effect; but the recent origin of 
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these documents has been for many years placed beyond 
all doubt, and the Roman clergy, without one exception, 
•now admit that whatever they contain, they cannot any 
longer be considered as affording the alleged evidence, 
inasmuch as there is not the least pretext for supposing 
them to have been written by Anacletus. 

Father Tillemont says, — “ We have three decretals 
under the name of St. Anacletus. We do not examine 
them. All the learned are agreed now-a-days that these 
letters are frauds and forgeries, (fausses et supposees,) 
and that all the decretal letters attributed to the popes 
that lived prior to Pope Siricius (a.d. 385) are equdly 
so." 

P'ather Dupin, in his chapter on the false decretals, 
says : “ The first epistle attributed to Pope Anacletus is 
evidently a forgery.” (He here assigns eight grounds 
for this opinion.) “Nor is there less proof that the 
second letter attributed to Anacletus is an imposture 
also.” (He here assigns five grounds.) “ And, for the 
same reasons, we must pass the same judgment upon the 
third letter attributed to this pope.” 

The Dominican fathers, in their Bibliotheque Saerde, 
say, — “ All the decretals attributed to the popes who 
preceded Siricius are considered by the learned as 
forgeries.” 

It is unnecessary to multiply these quotations from 
the Roman-catholic authorities. They are aU now 
agreed that Feuardent was wrong, and that Anacletus 
has not left one word to justify the supposition that the 
apostle Peter ever came to Europe. 


IV. 

Clemens Romanus (a.d. 100), another bishop of Rome, 
is supposed to have said that Peter did not undergo his 
martyrdom at P»abylon, in Parthia; but it will be seen 
that he does not say so, and that he does not even say 
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anything from which this could be inferred; but quite 
the reverse. His words addressed to the Corinthians 
are (after adverting to Moses and other pious persons 
mentioned in the Old Testament) : “ But to leave the 
examples of antiquity, and to come to the most modem, 
let us take the noble examples of our own times. Let 
us place before our eyes the good apostles. Peter, 
through unjust dislike, underwent not one or two, but 
many suiferings ; and having undergone his martyrdom, 
he went to the place of glory that was due to him. 
Paul, also, having seven times worn chains and been 
hunted and stoned, received the prize of such endurance. 
For he was herald of the gospel in the West as well as 
in the East, and enjoyed the illustrious reputation of 
the faith, in teaching, as he did, the whole world to be 
righteous. And wdien he came to the remotest limits 
of the West, he underwent his martyrdom before the 
governors of mankind; and thus freed from this world, 
went to his holy place, the most brilliant example of 
steadfastness that we possess,” (c. 5.) 

The first question that here suggests itself is, why is 
Paul’s journey into Europe and Paul’s martyrdom at 
Rome, so pointedly stated in the very same paragraph 
in which nothing more is said of Peter’s travels or of 
Peter’s martyrdom than what manifestly pre-supposes 
the Scripture account about his going to the Jews of 
the Dispersion, as he was directed by his divine blaster, 
and about his being put to death at Babylon, as his own 
epistles intimate? How is it that Clement makes no 
allusion to a residence in Europe, or even to a mar- 
tyrdom there for the apostle of the circumcision as well 
as for the apostle of the Gentiles? Peter’s martyrdom 
took place in Clement’s lifetime. How is it that Clement 
never heard of anything connected with it at variance 
with the facts that are laid before us in the Scriptures? 
But we do not inquire for the evidences of Peter’s having 
lived and died as is indicated in the sacred text. Our 
inquiry is for the alleged evidence of his not having 
done so. 
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Father M^Corry’s view of Clement’s words is wholly 
h)unded upon a textual misapprehension, very pardon- 
able under the solicitude that he naturally felt about the 
question in which he was engaged, though avoided by 
all his more cautious predecessors. He supposes St. 
Clement to speak of the martyrs that had fallen in his 
own city; whereas Clement speaks of those who had 
fallen within the memory of that present generation. 
“ Let us look at the illustrious examples of oub own 
AGE,” says the bishop of Rome ; “ let us take, for in- 
stance, the apostles.” 

The Correspondent in the Times, Mr. Baratier, and 
others, adopt another view of the passage. They argue 
that if Peter was put to death at all by the JeAvs, it 
must have been in Europe ; — that it was not likely that 
Nero either would or could persecute the Christians 
through the Jews within the territories of Parthia, of 
which BaWlonia was a province, or in short, anywhere 
except in Europe ; and that, therefore, as Peter fell in 
Nero’s persecution, he must have perished to the west 
of Judma. Whereas, it can be proved from Roman- 
catholic records that Babylon was, at the time of Peter’s 
martyrdom, in the most abject dependence upon the 
Avill of Nero; that Nero’s persecution of the Christians 
was can’ied on not only by imperial edict, which took 
effect throughout all the Asiatic provinces of the empire, 
but that it Avas also carried on Avithin the jurisdiction of 
the states dependent upon the empire; and that there 
Avas, during that persecution, a large and violent faction 
of the Jews at Babylon in an extreme state of exaspera- 
tion against the leaders of the Christians in that city. 
I shall presently adduce evidence upon these three 
points ; but let us first attend, once for all, to the facts 
Avhich we have in Scripture, as to Peter’s martyrdom, 
and the country in which it occurred. We shall then 
be in a better condition to judge of the amount of testi- 
mony requisite to meet the inferences drawn from Cle- 
ment’s words by the Correspondent in the Times, Father 
M'Corry, Baratier, and the other Avriters on their side. 

D 2 
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In John xxi. 18 and 19, we have our Lord’s pre- 
diction that Peter was to he crucified with his head 
downwards, in his old age. The manner of the cruci- 
fixion we gather from the girdle (or zone) put on after 
the person was fastened to the cross by the hands and 
feet with nails, or by the wrists and ancles with cords. 
In the ordinary posture of crucifixion the body was not 
sustained (as is commonly supposed), and could not 
possibly be sustained, by the fastenings of the hands 
alone, but was also supported by a seat, or rest, at the 
middle of the cross, as we learn from Justin Martyr, 
and other early writers. This is well known to divines. 
“ On the middle of the upright part of the cross," says 
Mr. Barnes, on the New Testament (Matt, xxvii. 35), 
“ there was a projection or scat, on which the person 
crucified sat, or, as it were, rode. This was necessar}', 
as the hands were not alone strong enough to bear the 
weight of the body, as the body was left exposed often 
many daj^s.” Horne, also, in his Introduction to the 
Holy Scriptures (in the chapter on Crucifixion), says: 
“ There was a piece of wood that projected from the 
middle of the cross, on which the person sat as on a sort 
of saddle, and by which the whole l>ody was supported. 
Justin Martyr, in his Dialogue Avith Trj’pho the Jew, 

gives this description The person was permitted 

to hang (the whole weight of his body being borne up 
by his nailed hands and feet, and by the projecting 
piece in the middle of the cross) until he perished 
through agony and want of food.” When the posture 
of the body was reversed it was necessary to adopt a 
different expedient for supporting its weight. This is 
the girdle alluded to in our Lord’s words, with which 
the whole body at the hips was bound to the cross, and 
which was put on before the cross was set up in the 
hole dug for it. “ The limbs of persons crucified,” 
says Mr. Barnes, on our Lord’s prediction of Peter’s 
death, “ were often bound or tied to the cross, instead 
of being nailed; and even the body was sometimes 
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girded to the cross.” Mr. Barnes does not seem to per- 
ceive the intention of the “ girding but that this 
p<isture was considered (at least as late as the middle 
ages,) to be implied in our Lord’s prediction, may be 
seen in the work on “ the Destruction of Jerusalem,” 
which was once erroneously attributed to Hegesippus — 
“ Peter was crucified (says this book) with his head 
downwards, at his o^vn request ; either because it was so 
it was to happen, as Christ had predicted it, or be- 
cause his persecutors willingly granted him an increase 
of torture.” (De excidio Urbis Hierosol. iii. 2.) And 
with regard to this mode of crucifying the Christians 
with the head do^\^lward^, Eusebius (a.d. 340) tells us 
in the eighth and twelfth chapters of his eighth Book, 
that it was not a very unusual practice in the countries 
in which the Jews had the ascendancy; and that on the 
Euphrates, even a little before his own time, in the dis- 
tricts around Babylon, smoking wood was often placed 
near the head of the victim thus suspended, in order to 
aggravate the sufferings or to accelerate the death. 

Then as to the scriptural indication of Parthia, as 
the scene of Peter’s martyrdom. In Matthew xxiii. 34, 
our Lord told the Jews that among their other mis- 
deeds they would crucify some of his apostles, and all 
the fathers understood Peter to be one of these here 
referred to as martyrs to be crucified in cities where the 
Jewish population had sufficient authority for that pur- 
pose. St. Jerome, in his commentary on these words, 
illustrates them by saying, — “ They crucified Peter.” 
Nicolaus do Lyra, an eminent theologian of the 14th 
ccntui’y, paraphrases the verse thus : “ Some of them 
you Avill kill, as James, and Stephen, and many more; 
and others you will crueify, as Peter and Andrew.” 
But it is unnecessary to enlarge on this. No Roman- 
catholic writer has ever denied that what our Lord here 
says, he says of Peter and to the Jews. 

Again, from the following texts, Matthew, x. 5, 6, and 
23; xxviii. 19. Mark, xvi. 15. John, xxi. 15, 16, and 17. 
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Acts, ii. 5; ix. 15; xi. 2 and 3. Galat. ii. 7, &c. ; 1 Pet. 
ii. 25 ; v. 1, &c., we learn that our Lord told Peter to 
confine himself in his travels as much as possible to the 
Jews of the Dispersion, and to those cities in which these 
were in the greatest numbers; to seek out these cities 
of Israel in whatever nation of the earth they were to 
be found, but to confine himself to them (other apostles 
bein" appointed for the Gentiles) ; not, indeed, to reject 
the Gentiles when they came, yet not to go to Gentile 
nations, and not to stop even in Samaria, though he 
must of course pass through it, but to go rather to 
“ the lost sheep of the house of Israel ;” an expression 
which the prophets of old applied only to the Jews of 
Babylon and the adjoining provinces, and which no 
Jewish Christian would otherwise interpret. The Scrip- 
ture records on this point are too explicit to require any 
comment. 

Finally, from 1 Pet. i. 1 ; iv. 12 ; v. 13 ; and from 2 Pet. 
i. 14, we learn that this indefatigable apostle fulfilled to 
the letter our Lord’s commands. After having taken one 
of the much-frequented routes from Antioch to Mesopo- 
tamia, we find him established, and Mark the Evangelist 
with him, upon the Euphrates, amidst aU the ancestral 
associations and desolate magnificence of Babylon, the 
head quarters of the Dispersion, and where the hereditary 
patriarch of the Dispersion lived — seeking there to 
spiritualize the expectations of the Parthian Jews, who 
still looked with impatience for the conquest of the world 
— writing letters from there, exhorting “ the lost sheep” 
in the surrounding provinces to return to their “ Shep- 
herd” (meaning Christ), announcing to them that the 
fulfilment of our Lord’s prediction respecting him (Peter) 
was at hand; that Nero’s persecution of the Christians, 
from which they were all suffering, had reached Parthia 
where he was ; and that he was looking fonvard to an 
almost immediate martyrdom, but that he would en- 
deavour to have them kept in remembrance of his 
advice after his death: in consequence of which, the 
First Epistle General of St. John, who survived Peter 
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some twenty or thirty years, originally appeared as “ The 
Epistle to the Parthians,” is so described stiU in many of 
the early MSS., and is now looked upon as such by all 
the Roman clergy. With these scriptural indications 
before us, we cannot wonder if we find that so early a 
writer as Clement had heard nothing of the alleged resi- 
dence “ in the West,” or of the alleged martyrdom “ be- 
fore the sovereigns of mankind.” 

Let us now attend to the argument put forward by 
such of the Roman clergy as rely, with the Correspondent 
in the Times and Baratier, on this passage of Clemens 
Romanus for Peter’s not having been put to death at 
Babylon. It resolves itself, as has been seen, into these 
two propositions: that the king of Parthia would not 
have submitted to Nero’s dictation ; and that Nero him- 
self did not seek to persecute the Christian churches 
beyond the confines of Europe. On the first point the 
chief authorities are Josephus, Tacitus, and Dio Cassius ; 
on the second, Orosius, Sulpitius, the Younger Pliny, 
and Tertullian; all which authorities are approved of 
and quoted upon these two points, though upon occa- 
sions somewhat different, by Father Palma, Cardinal 
Baronius, Father Calmet, Father Tillemont, and all the 
rest of the Roman clergy who have written upon this 
persecution. 

1. As to the relations between Parthia and Rome, the 
account given by Tacitus is transcribed in most of its 
details, by Tillemont in his “ History of the Emperors,” 
where, in his reigns of Claudius and Nero, this writer 
states that Vardanes was king of Parthia, and holding 
his court at Babylon, when Apollonius of Tyana was 
there in the early part of the reign of Claudius; that 
the Parthians sent an embassy to Claudius to beg of him 
to restore to the throne of Parthia the young Parthian 
prince, who was at that time a hostage at Rome; that 
Claudius sent the prince to Cassius, his governor in 
Syria, which adjoined Parthia, to convey him safe into 
the hands of the Parthian nobles at Zeugma, a frontier 
town on the Euphrates, the usual rendezvous between 
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the authorities of Rome and Parthia ; that this mancEuvre 
being unsuccessful, Vologteses was made king of Parthia, 
and conferred two of his provinces as kingdoms upon 
his two brothers, giving Armenia to Tiridates and 
Media to Pacorus, a.u. 51. Tillemont then proceeds to 
tell of the war carried on by the Parthians and Armciiians 
against Corbulo, the distinguished general that Nero had 
on the Euphrates, respecting the crown of Armenia, 
which Nero had taken from the King of Parthia and his 
brother — of the complete success of the imperial army — 
and of the King of Parthia’s being compelled to send 
his brother, Tiridates, with hostages to Rome, to Nero, 
to conclude a peace with him, and to receive from the 
Emperor the disputed crown, a.d. 66. Tillemont adds, 
that on that occasion Nei’o closed the Temple of Janus, 
as the peace of the empire was secured by this submis- 
sion of the king of Parthia; and that it was in the 
middle of the following year that Peter’s martyrdom 
took place. 

This event Niebuhr thus records: “Another war 
which occurred in the reign of Nero is that of Corbulo 
against the Parthians. Corbulo conducted it with uni- 
form success, and the Parthian king was compelled to 
consent to holding his kingdom as a fief of the Roman 
emperor. Tiridates himself came to Rome, and was re- 
ceived in the most magnificent manner, and obtained 
the diadem (of Annenia) from Nero.” 

Dio Cassius (lib. Ixiii. c. 1) says: “ "When Tiridates 
came to Rome, he had with him not only his own sons, 
but those of his brother, the king of Parthia ; those also 
of his other brother, the king of Media, and those of 
Monobazus, the king of Adiabene (another state depen- 
dent upon Parthia) ; and their whole journey from the 
Euphrates was like a triumphal progress.” We are not 
told that these children returned "with Tiridates. 

Josephus gives us, in his Wars, ii. 2, a report of King 
Agi’ippa’s speech to the Jews of Jerusalem (a.d. 66), 
from which the following passages are selected, urging 
them to remain in submission to Nero, and warning them 
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to reflect that even the Parthians had their hostages at 
Rome. This was the Jewish king before whom St. Paul 
made his celebrated appeal to Nero. . . . “ Numberless 
other nations (said Agrippa) armed with higher claims 
to freedom than you have, receive the yoke. You alone 
disdain servitude to those to whom the whole universe 
has submitted. . . . Will you not reflect on the empire 
of the Romans? Will you not measure your owi weak- 
ness? . . . For the entire Euphrates has not sufticed 
them on the east, nor the Danube on the north. . . . 
What of the five hundred cities of Asia? Do they not, 
though ungarrisoned, do homage to the emperor and to 
the fasces of the consuls ? . . . How strong a plea may 
Hithynia and Cappadocia put in for freedom ? and yet they 
pay their tribute without force of arms. . . . But why 
need I enlarge, while even the Parthians, that most war- 
like race, lords of so many nations, and invested with so 
mighty a dominion, send hostages to Rome? And thus 
in Italy you may behold under the guise of peace, the 
noblest bom of the East in submission to the yoke. . . . 
What help then wll you obtain from the uninhabited 
quarters of the earth, for all the inhabited portion belongs 
TO Rome? unless, possibly, some of you extend your 
hopes beyond the Euphrates, and suppose that your kin- 
dred will bring you aid from Adiabene. But they will 
neither involve themselves on any frivolous pretext in a 
war so serious, nor were they so unadvisedly disposed, 
would the king of Parthia permit them, for he is care- 
ful to' maintain the trace with the Romans, and would 
deem himself a violator of the treaty, should any under 
him rise in arms against them.” (Wmere see much more 
to the same effect. ) 

We have here, in glaring colours, not only the utter 
subjection of the Parthians to Nero, and of the Jews of 
Babylon to the Parthians, about the time of Peter’s 
death among them, but ample evidence of the two great 
factions which at this time subsisted among the Jews in 
all the cities of the East, and of which, no doubt, Nero’s 
emissaries availed themselves in the persecution of the 
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Christian.s, — one faction intent upon submission to the 
emperor, the other upon war; and the Christian church 
at Babylon, inculcating, as Peter did, submission, was 
placed between these two parties, as it were Ixitween two 
tires. For on the one hand it was exposed to the co- 
operation of the peaceable Jews .at Babylon, with the 
commissioners of the emperor, and on the other to the 
bitterest hostility of the discontented Jews there, who, 
with the distinguished Silas at their head, were strain- 
ing every nerve (as Josephus elsewhere informs us) to 
arouse their fellow-citizens to a war with Rome. It may 
also be observed, that Josephus further attests the abject 
condition of the Parthians, with respect to the Romans 
at this time, when he subsequently states that even four 
years later, after Jerusalem had fallen, the same Volo- 
gaeses, the king of Parthia, sent an embas^ of con- 
gratulation to meet Titus at Zeugma, on the Euphrates, 
and to present him wth a crown of gold. 

2. As to the extent of the persecution. Cardinal 
Baronius says, in his “ Ecclesiastical Annals,” (a.d. 68, 
paragraph 45), “ It was not only at Rome and in the 
places adjoining to that city, but in other States and 
in other provinces (sed in aliis civitatibus atque pro- 
vinciis), that we find the Christians to have suffered 
martyrdom in this reign of Nero ; for Orosius, the his- 
torian, tells us that orders were given by Nero that the 
Christians should be persecuted throughout all the de- 
pendencies of the empire with as much severity as at 
Rome (pari persecutione. ) The names of these martyrs 
have been almost all lost, as the Ecclesiastical Records 
were burnt by the Emperor Diocletian; so that only 
very few of them are mentioned in the Roman Martyro- 
logy. But to say nothing of the rest, (for we cannot 
undertake to give an account of all the martyrs of all 
the churches,) let us now treat of the events which 
took place in our own church.” And again (a.d. 69, 
paragraph 46), “ That Nero’s persecution was carried 
on Avith the greatest imaginable severity, not only in 
the capital, but throughout the whole world then under 
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the sway of Rome (toto orbe Romano), has been clearly 
shown,” &c. &c. 

Orosius, the ancient historian referred to by the 
cardinal, says: (7.6) “Nero was the first who visited 
the Christians at Rome with penalties and death ; and 
he gave orders that they shoidd be persecuted with 
equal severity throughout all the territories that were 
dependent upon Rome.” 

Sulpitius Severus, another ancient writer, says to the 
same effect (lib. ii) “ General laws were passed (datis 
legibus) to forbid the religion, and imperial proclama- 
tions were issued, (palam edictis propositis) prohibiting 
mankind from professing Christianity.” 

Father Calmet, in his “ Dictionary' of the Bible,” also 
admits that it was not confined to Italy. “ Nero,” says 
he, “ permitted his own gardens to be the scene of 
all these cruelties (immediately after the fire, a.d. 
64). From this time edicts were published against the 
Christians, and many martyrs suffered, especially in 
Italy. We have mentioned the death of St. Peter and 
St. Paul consequent on this persecution, which probably 
continued to the demise of Nero, a.d. 68, the 14th year 
of his reign.” 

Father Palma, of the College of the Propaganda at 
Rome, says, in the first volume of his “ Ecclesiastical 
History,” (p. 32, &c.) “ But it must not be supposed 
that this affliction of the Christian church was circum- 
scribed within the limits of the capital, for it cannot be 
doubted that the Christians were then persecuted in all 
the countries conquered by the Romans (in universis 
Imjx:rii Romani provinciis).” Again, of the notion that 
martyrdoms only took place in Europe, he adds : “ That 
this notion is manifestly false and utterly at variance 
with the history of those times, has been shown with 
the clearest evidence.” He also cites the chapter from 
Tacitus upon this persecution, from which he says, 
“ it is evident that Nero’s cruelties were not confined to 
the church of Rome, but extended, without exception, 
to all the Christian churches that were within the terri- 
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fories subject to his authority, not so much in conse- 
quence of the fire attributed to tiie Christians, as because 
tliey were looked upon as the common enemies of man- 
kind.” He also aptly illustrates the point with the case 
of Bithynia, one of the provinces of the Dispersion witli 
which JPeter was in communication, as being dependent 
upon the Jewish patriarch of Babylon; and where Pliny 
the Younger, half a century after Nero’s time, found the 
same laws and edicts still in force against the Christians. 
But these authorities on this persecution are familiar to 
most readers. Pliny’s Correspondence mth the Emperor 
Trajan, on the laws in question, is thus referred to by 
Tcrtullian (a.d. 250) : “ Those .statutes, which only the 
unjust and impious carrj' out against us, and which to 
some extent were annulled by Trajan, when he gave 
orders to the authorities that they should not endea- 
vour TO FIND OUT the Christians.” (Vetando inquiri 
Christianos, chap, v.) 

Thus we see that Nero’s persecution was universal; 
that Parthia was in complete subjection to Nero at the 
time of Peter’s crucifixion there ; that it Avas usual for 
the imperial commissioners, at that time, not only to 
put to death the Christians that were brought to them, 
but to track them out and arrest them wherever they 
could be found ; and that the Christian church at 
Babylon, as well as in all the other Jewish cities, had 
the whole of the war party in the fiercest hostility 
against it. It is evident, therefore, that when Clemens 
Ilomanus merely says that Peter was put to death, he 
does not contradict the intimations given us in Scrip- 
ture, about his having been put to death in Parthia, but 
confirms them. 

There will be found in the third chapter on Eusebius, 
some important particulars respecting the condition of 
Babylon at the period of Peter’s martyrdom there, 
which have been collected from the writings of his con- 
temporaries, and which have been unaccountably over- 
looked by the generality of modern -writers. Suffice it 
to say here, that Babylon was then the same peculiarly 
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constructed city as ever; consisting, as from its first 
foundation, of an enclosed area of about 200 square 
miles ; of which the greater part was, as it always had 
been, laid out in pasture, tillage, and plantations, little 
more than a twentieth part of the whole being occupied 
with the dwellings of the inhabitants, and these for the 
most part detached from one another; that it was then, 
as has been seen, within the Parthian territory ; that it 
was used as a country residence by the kings of Parthia, 
one of its palaces being not only kept in repair, but 
handsomely decorated ; that its population was not 
much less than half a million, and that half of these 
were Jews ; that though not adapted for military pur- 
poses, the kings of Parthia kept a garrison there ; and 
that even half a century after Peter’s time, when the 
Emperor Trajan went there, he was obliged to take it by 
force of arms, as Dio Cassius and Eutropius inform us, 
and placed a Roman garrison in it, in order to retain 
it. Theodoret (a.d. 459), one of the bishops on the 
Euphrates, remarks, in his Commentary on the thirteenth 
chapter of Isaiah, that Babylon in his day was wholly 
inhabited by Jews; and St. Chrysostom reminds us 
that there were Jews from Babylon among those Par- 
thians who were at Jerusalem when St. Peter commenced 
his foundation of the churches at the Feast of Pentecost, 
immediately after the Ascension (Acts ii. 9). 


V. 

Ignatius (a.d. 107 ), archbishop of Antioch, in his letter 
to the Romans, dated from Smyrna, where he was at the 
time, says, that he does not think himself entitled to 
address a Christian church with as much authority as 
Peter and Paul did, because they were apostles, which 
he was not. “ Not as Peter and Paul,” said Ignatius, 
“ do I give you directions. They are apostles ; I am 
condemned. They are free ; I am still a slave. But if 
I suflFer, I also shall be free.” (chap, iv.) Bishop Pearson 
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and Mr. Baratier, to whom the Correspondent in the 
limes refers us, considered that ' these words afford 
reason to suppose that Ignatius thought Peter had been 
in Europe at some period of his history, as well as Paul, 
whether we suppose this to have been after or before he 
went to Babylon. “ If it were not so,” asks Baratier, 
“ why did Ignatius name the two apostles together? or 
why did he name Peter at all, if Peter had no more to 
do with Roman Christians than St. James or St. John, 
who never were at Rome ?” 

The answer to the first question is, that in the fathers 
of this period Peter is, as all admit, and as we have 
already had occasion to observe, very frequently named 
alone as representative of all the twelve apostles of our 
Lord, who were mainly and primarily to occupy them- 
selves with the conversion of the Jews, partly for the 
convenience of the expression, and partly because he was 
considered, as Eusebius tells us, one of the most able and 
energetic of the twelve, (it not being imagined until 
long subsequently, that our Lord had assigned him an 
ascendancy above the rest), just in the same way as 
although there were many apostles of the Gentiles, Paul 
is constantly named alone as their representative. So 
that these two names combined, as they so frequently 
are in the Fathers, were merely used to designate in a 
brief form all the original instructors of the Christian 
churches ; and the reader will perceive that this expres- 
sion has, from its frequency, greatly contributed (as 
Pearson and Baratier here so ingenuously avow), to the 
preposterous inference that, as the one apostle certainly 
was in Europe, the other apostle must have been there 
likewise. The answer to the second question is, that 
even if Peter had nothing to do with the Roman 
Christians, and had never taught any of them, Ignatius 
might nevertheless have very naturally said, “ I do not 
give you directions as if I were Peter (or as Peter 
might have done), for I am not an apostle.” This lan- 
guage would not in the least imply that Peter had ever 
addressed a word to the Roman Christians. But besides 
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this, it is quite a mistake to assume that Peter could 
have had no connexion with the Roman Christians — 
could never have addressed — never have converted any 
of them, if he had strictly obeyed our Lord’s commands, 
in confining himself to the cities that were most fre- 
quented by the Jews. We learn, from the second chap- 
ter of the Acts of the Apostles, (as I shall show more 
at lai’ge in the section on Irenajus,) that, before he ever 
left Judaja, he, “ standing up with the Eleven,” made 
the first converts, laid the first foundations, and taught 
the first doctrines of the church of Rome ; nor shall we 
be mistaken if we assume that a veiy large (if not the 
larger) portion of the Romans, who were Christians, when 
St. Paul wrote to them, had been at one time or another 
Peter’s auditors at Jerusalem. Thus, even if the words 
of Ignatius must be supposed to imply that Peter, as 
well as Paul, addressed discourses to the Romans, we 
find from Scripture that he did so without having 
neglected for that purpose the special mission entrusted 
to him by our Lord. 

Neither Cardinal Baronius nor Cardinal Bellarmine, 
nor even Father Feuardent, considered that much de- 
pendence was to be placed upon anything in Ignatius to 
prove the point they were so anxious to establish, for they 
do not mention him ; nor do I know of any Roman-catholic 
writer, except Father M'Corry, and the Correspondent 
in the Time^, who adopts this very unsatisfactory argu- 
ment of Baratier’s, as a “ demonstration” that St. Peter 
must have left the East and gone into Europe at some 
period of his history. 


VI. 

Papias (a.d. 110), bishop of Hieropolis, in Phrygia, is 
regarded by Baronius, and all the writers on his side, 
as veiy v^uable testimony about Peter’s having been 
with Mark in Europe; but most fortunately for that 
great scriptural fact, which this writer is supposed to 
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contradict, we have his own very words, and in them 
he says nothing whatever about Peter’s having left 
Babylon. lie only mentions Mark’s having composed, 
from what he could recollect of Peter’s lectures, that 
gospel which he wrote, as the Fathers tell us, in Egypt, 
at tlie universal request of those enthusiastic converts 
in Babylon, Jerusalem, Alexandria, and even Borne, and 
in all the other Christian cities who had, at different 
times, constituted Peter’s crowded auditories in the East. 
What Baronins, and those who have followed him, sup- 
pose Papias to say, is, that Peter was in Europe Avhile he 
Avas delivering those lectures from which ^lark wrote. 
'J'he words of this bishop are preserved by Eusebius, 
(iii. 39) and are as follows: “ John, the Presbyter, also 
said that Mark, who was Peter’s interpreter, gave from 
his recollection of what Peter used to tell, an accurate 
but not a systematic account of the sayings and doings 
of our Lord. F’or he neither heard nor followed our 
Lord ; but subsequently, as I have said, accompanied 
Peter, who communicated the different facts to his 
hearers as occasion required; not, however, just as one 
who was giving a consecutive history of our Lord’s 
discourees. So that Mark’s account is not the less cor- 
rect, from his having written some of the circumstances 
in the same order in which he remembered Peter to 
have told them. For he was careful not to omit or mis- 
state anythin^ that he had heard from the apostle.” To 
Avhich words Eusebius adds : “ This is what Papias says 
of Mark.” Every one can see that in this statement 
there is notlung whatever about Peter’s having aban- 
doned the Jews of the Dispersion. The modem Eoman 
clergy who suppose, with some of the first adversaries of 
the Reformation, that Peter came into Europe, suppose 
also that Mark came with him, and (contrary to what the 
Fathers tell us) wrote his gospel while he was there with 
Peter. It is evident, however, that the words of Papias 
give no countenance to that story ; nay, that they clearly 
prove Peter not to have been with Mark wnen this 
Evangelist wrote his gospel, which fact will in a future 
page be found further corroborated by all the Fathers. 
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Cardinal Bellarminc, and some other writers, have 
likewise, from their misconception of a passage in 
Eusebius (ii. 15), fallen into the mistaken notion that 
Papias said “ Babylon ” stood for Rome ” in Peter’s 
First Epistle ; and that this being the case, it was most 
probable that Peter went to Europe instead of to 
Parthia when he left the Holy Land. But our task is 
here easy, for the Roman-catholic commentators on 
Eusebius admit that the name of Papias is not connected 
in this passage with the on-dit of the fourth ccntur}', 
about Babylon meaning Rome in Peter’s First Epistle; 
and several Roman Catholics, of the highest celebrity in 
tlieir church, frankly confess that the on-dit itself is 
unworthy of their church, too improbable, too late, nay, 
even too absurd and too unnatural, to be allowed for an 
instant to take the place of the plain account given to us 
in the Holy Scriptures on this subject. 

Henry de A’alois (a.d. 1676), commonly called by his 
Latin name, Valesius, — the most celebrated Roman- 
catholic commentator on Eusebius, and whose authority 
as a Greek scholar all the clergy of his church accept, 
translates as follows the passage of Eusebius, referred 
to by Bellarmine: “This story (alx)ut Mark’s gospel 
having been written at the request of all those who had 
been delighted with Peter’s doctrines and eloquence in 
the East) is given by Clement of Alexandria, and cor- 
roborated by Papias. There is, moreover, a report that 
it is this Mark, the evangelist, that Peter mentions in 
his First Epistle; which it is also pretended (conten- 
dunt) was written at Rome, and that Peter intimates 
this himself by using the term ‘ Babylon’ in a meta- 
phorical sense for Rome.” (Euseb. ii. 15.) 

Valesius remarks on the whole of the clause begin- 
ning, “ There is, moreover,” “ Ruflinus understood this 
as if it was related by Papias ; and Musculus, in his 
translation adopted the same error. But these words 
are to be kept perfectly distinct (omnino sejunximus) 
from the preceding, aTid I find that this has been care- 
fully done even by St. Jerome and Nicephorus.” 

E 
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Father Dupin also, in his Preliminary Dissertation, 
(Notes on Sec. 4,) says of this interpretation of Peter’s 
language : “ Some have thought that Papias, and St. 
Clement of Alexandria, cited in this chapter by Eusebius, 
were of this opinion ; but it is not upon this point that 
Eusebius cites them.” 

It is unnecessaiy to add anything more to prove 
that the Greek passage in Eusebius affords not the 
slightest pretext for supposing that Papias had ever 
heard of the rumour mentioned in it. Eusebius, with- 
out vouching for the truth of this rumour, merely men- 
tions it as the interpretation of some people in the fourth 
century, when he was writing, it being an opinion, then 
not uncommon among some of the Jews, that Babylon 
stood for Home in the prophecies of Isaiah. But as this 
on-dit, and the grounds of it, will be fully examined 
when we are reviewing the testimonies of the fourth cen- 
tury, I shall here only observe that the Roman-catholic 
Archbishop Peter de Marca (a.d. 1662), whose learning 
and attachment to the Roman church were most conspi- 
cuous, is one of the many distinguished Roman-catholic 
writers, (of whom Father Calmet mentions several in his 
Preliminary Discourse, 1 Peter,) who refused to substi- 
tute a vague rumour of the fourth century for the plain 
language of the Holy Scriptures. “ St. Peter went to 
Antioch,” says Archbishop de Marca, “ and from there 
to Babylon, where the hereditary patriarch of the first 
Dispersion of the Jews resided. When established in 
that city he wrote his First Epistle, as is clear from the 
words, ‘the Church at Babylon salutes you.’” (De 
Marca, de Concordia, lib. vi. c. 1.) 

Father Dupin is another of these more accurate writers 
of the Roman church. “ Peter’s First Epistle,” says he, 
in the Preliminary Dissertation, “ was written from 
Babylon. Some were of opinion that Rome was meant 
by this name; but that interpretation is not natural 
(mais ce sens n’est pas naturel). We cannot precisely 
name the time when it was written, but we may say 
that it was written at Babylon, a.d. 45.” 
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Our present point, however, is not as to the abandon- 
ment of this on-dit by the more enlightened portion of the 
Roman clergy themselves, but as to whether we have any 
reason to think that Papias Iiad ever heard of it, and after 
the foregoing analysis of this and the other point respect- 
ing what Papias says of Mark, let the conscientious Ro- 
man Catholic reflect upon the words of Father M'Coitj^, 
which, to do him justice, ai'e but what he has read m 
Raronius and Rellarmine : “ Papias tells us tliat Mark 
records in his Gospel what he had heard from St. Peter 
at Rome ; and he moreover tells us that St. Peter wrote 
his Epistle from Rome, calling that city by the mystic 
appellation of Babylon.” 


VII. 

II ERA CLEON (a.d. 126), of whosc Writings but very few 
words have come down to us, is adduced as evidence of 
the supposed event, merely because he had seen the work 
called “ Peter’s Proclamation and yet did not contra- 
dict the statement that it is supposed to have contained 
upon this jmint. This reason for thinking that Peter 
had left Babylon is peculiar to Mr. Baratier, and is, 
therefore, one of those which the Correspondent in the 
Times puts forward as “ thorough proof ” and “ deinon- 
stmtion ” of it. To say nothing of the absurdity of 
inferring from the few words of Ileracleon’s that have 
come down to us, what was or what was not contradicted 
in his worlcs, we have seen that as far as we know any- 
thing about it, “ Peter’s Proclamation ” did not contain 
the alleged statement, and that therefore Horacleon had 
no occasion to have contradicted that document upon 
that point. What will the reader think of a cause that 
is supposed to derive assistance from such evidence as 
this? The following is another instance of what the 
Roman-catholic Correspondent in the Times so erro- 
neously supposes to be “thorough proof” and “de- 
monstration.” 

E 2 
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VIII. 

“ The Recognitions ” is a work assigned by Mr. Baratier 
to the second century, though unquestionably belonging 
to the middle ages ; and is represented by him as stating 
that Peter went in person into Europe in pursuit of Simon 
Magus ; whereas it not only makes no sucn statement, but 
most distinctly records the contrary. In this work, which 
is a sort of historical romance, in no less than ten books, 
Peter, after a contest with the magician at Ca;sarea, and 
the latter’s departure for Rome, is introduced (Book iii.) 
saying that he must follow him immediately to that city 
of the Gentiles (e vestigio insequi), in order to refute 
him at once^ (“ut continuo confutetur a nobis,”) and 
that for this purpose, as Peter could not then personally 
leave Caasarea, he would despatch twelve ordained persons 
to Rome after him, in order that the magician might 
perceive that by them the apostle Avas always present 
with him (ut me in ipsis semper secum esse sentiat), at 
Rome or wherever else he Avent to ; and that he would 
himself proceed into Europe in three months afterwards. 
We are then told that the twelve missionaries Avere or- 
dained and sent to Rome, and that Peter, having re- 
mained three months at Caesarea, did not go to Rome, as 
he is made to say he Avould ; that on the contrary, he 
then went from Caesarea to Tripoli (Book iv.) ; and that, 
liaAnng remained at Tripoli for six months, he then went 
to Antioch (Book vi.), having Clemens Romanus Avith 
him the Avhole time, at Avhicn toAvn the narrative con- 
cludes Avith events which occupy the four last books of 
the Avork, and without the slightest further allusion to 
any intention on Peter’s part of going in any other sense 
to Rome. I do not insist upon the authority of the “ Re- 
cognitions,” for the facts here stated. The work has been 
approved of by Mr. Baratier and the Correspondent in 
the Times, as very clear proof upon the point at issue. I 
therefore refer to it to show hoAV utterly mistaken they 
are, and that it not only does not say that Peter Avent to 
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Rome in person, but that it says the exact contrary, viz., 
that he did not go there ; or, which is the same thing, 
that he only went there in the persons of his twelve 
evangelists or missionaries ; and that that was considered 
by the writer of the romance as equivalent in the middle 
ages to his having been there in person. 


IX. 

“ The Clementina" is a work supposed by Baratier to 
have been originally written in the second century, but 
which he acknowleuges to have undergone great changes 
in after times, and to be full of interpolations (admodum 
interpolatuin et mutatum, p. 6). Yet he and the 
Roman-catholic Correspondent in the Times do not scruple 
to speak of it as some of the very best evidence that they 
could find of Peter’s having been in Europe. It appears 
to me that their own account of this work, as given by 
the former and sanctioned by the latter, must annul 
its testimony in the eyes of all the more earnest of the 
Roman-catholic body. But I proceed to show, further, 
that all the more enlightened of the Roman clergy have 
always admitted that it is so full of these interpolations 
of the middle ages, so altered from what it originally 
was, and so replete with fictions and absurdities, that 
it cannot be regarded as affording any evidence upon 
this, or upon any other subject. The only passage 
in it I may, however, first observe, that could possibly 
be mistaken to mean that Peter ever left the East, 
occurs in the part called “ The Epitome of the Re- 
cognitions,” and is evidently no more than an allusion 
to what was said in the “ Recognitions” itself, about 
Peter’s having followed the Samaritan impostor to 
Rome, in the persons of his twelve missionaries, as any 
one can perceive by comparing the two passages. The 
words are, — “ But after Peter had in this manner 

arrived at Rome, and had there taught 

the worship of the true God against the Samaritan, and 
made many converts, he at length went to his 
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heavenly home.” Instead of enlarging upon the obvious 
sense of these words, I confine myself to sliowing 
that Baronins and Ccillier, in short, all the Roman- 
catholic writers, are unanimous in describing the “ Cle- 
mentina,” in unmeasured terms, as a mere tissue of lies 
and Tionsense, and as a work that none of the Fathers of 
the church would have considered as testimony that they 
could rely on, of Peter’s having been in person in 
Europe, even if it had existed in their day, and contained 
a statement to that elFect. 

Father Tillemont says of the “ Clementina,” — “ We 
need not say much about this work — full as it is of fal- 
acies and fables.” 

Father Dupin says, — “ The last work attributed to 
St. Clement of Rome is a collection of divers pieces, 
entitled, ‘ Clementina.’ Perhaps this is the second part 
of the ‘ Recognitions,’ for it is a continuation of what is 
called ‘ The Acts of St. Peter.’ All these writings are 
only a series of fictions and idle stories.” 

The Dominican Fathers in the “ Biblioth^ue Sacree” 
write thus: “ The works falsely ascribed to St. Clement 
of Rome are, 1 . ‘ The Apostolic Constitutions,’ an ancient 
document into Avhich various changes and additions have 
been introduced from age to age. 2. ‘ The Recognitions,’ 
an old apocryphal writing, full of faults and fictions. 
Also, 3. * The Clementina,’ which is perhaps the second 
part of the ‘ Recognitions.’ ” 

Father Ceillier says, — “ There is a work extant, under 
the name of St. Clement of Rome, containing nineteen 
conversations, which is commonly called the ‘ Clemen- 
tina.’ Cotelier thinks tliat they may be another edition 
of the ‘ Recognitions.’ What is certain is, that we find 
several things (plusieurs traits) in it that we also read 
of in the ‘ Recognitions.’ It has the same inventions 
and the same mis-statements, and the plan of the two 
works is the same. In every part of it, we find proofs 
that St. Clement of Rome had nothing to do with the 
writing of it.” 

Cardinal Barouius frequently condemns this book, as 
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incompetent to prove anj^thing, and as unknown to the 
Fathers. He says that it “ abounds in falsehoods,” (Men- 
daciis confertus, a.d. 41, paragraph 10); is “full of 
stupid fictions,” (insidsis fabulis refertus, a.d. 102, para- 
graph 22), “full of corruptions,” (depravatus, cor- 
ruptus, paragraph 21), and that “any one accustomed 
to read the h athers must see that they never mention it 
or allude to it,” ( Temperasse quidem Patres ab eorundem 
librorum usu, nemo est qui antiquorum libris assuetus 
non intelligat. Ibid.) 

It is clear that when such a character attaches to a 
work, all inquiry as to what it states is superseded ; and 
we have here, as I have said, another opportunity of 
seeing the kind of testimony which Mr. Baraticr con- 
sidered himself obliged to have recourse to, and which 
the Correspondent in the Times calls “ thorough proof” of 
Peter’s having left the East. 


X. 

“The Apostolic Constitutions” is another work whose 
testimony is adduced by Baratier in favour of the sup- 
position that Peter must have left the East, although 
no Roman-catholic writer (except that singularly enthu- 
siastic one, the Correspondent in the Times) pretends 
that it can be considered as affording any evidence what- 
ever on the subject. The passage selected by. Baratier 
as the strongest is tliat in which he states that Clemen^ 
who was a native of Rome, converted by Barnabas, and 
ordained by Peter, after a long residence with this latter 
apostle in the F^t, was the second bishop of the Roman 
church ; as if Clement could not have been sent by Peter 
from Asia to be bishop of Rome, but that Peter must 
himself have gone over wth him to instal him ! a sup- 
position so contrary to all usage, modern and ancient, 
that it would seem childish to discuss it. The Roman 
Catholics tell us, that Mark was ordained and sent to 
Alexandria by Peter to be bishop of the church there ; 
but no Roman Catholic has ever pretended that Peter 
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went there with him to instal him. The passage in ‘‘ The 
Constitutions” is as follows : — “ Now concerning those 
bishops who have been ordained in our lifetime, we make 

known to you that they are these : of Antioch, 

Evodius, ordained by me, Peter, and Ignatius by Paul. 
.... Of the chureh of Home, Linus, the son of Claudia, 
was the first, ordained by Paul; and Clement, after 

Linus’s death, the second, ordained by me, Peter 

These are the bishops who are intrusted by us with the 
parishes in the Lord,” &c. 


XL 

Dionysius Couintiius, (about a.d. 170,) a bishop of 
Corinth, is relied upon as the clearest pt^ssible proof that 
Peter’s martyrdom took place in Europe, and not, as is 
intimated in the Scriptures, at Babylon. He docs not, 
however, say anything of the kind. He only says that 
it occurred about the same time as Paul’s martyrdom, 
which we know from other sources took place at Rome. 
He also adverts to the principle laid down by Paul, 
(1 Cor. iii. 8,) that he who watered a planted church, 
was as much a planter of that church as he who origin- 
ally planted it ; and reminds the Romans tliat, although 
no Corinthians are mentioned in the Acts (chap, ii.) 
as being with them among the first Christian converts 
made by Peter at Jerusalem, and although, therefore, 
strictly Speaking, Paul was, as he himself says, ( 1 Cor. 
iii. 6 — 10, also iv. 15), the onginal planter of the Corin- 
thian church, yet as there were subsequently Corinthian 
converts with St. Peter at Jerusalem, through whom 
this apostle’s instructions were conveyed to Corinth, the 
church of Corinth was therefore to be considered as 
having been planted by our Lord’s twelve apostles while 
they were at Jerusalem, as well as the church of Home 
was, — a community of origin which Dionysius a.ssigns 
as a reason for good-fellowshiji between the Roman and 
Corinthian Christians. Tlie following is the extract 
cited from this bi.shop’s letter tew the Romans ; it has 
been preserved by Eusebius (ii. 25): — “ By your recent 
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exhortation, ye blend, as it were, the plant of the 
Romans and Corinthians, which was propagated by 
Peter and Paul; for it was not until after both these 
apostles had planted us in this Corinth of ours, as well 
as in Italy, by addressing their instructions, both of 
them, to the same cities (o/uo<t£ SiSa^an-tc) that they were 
put to death for the faith, as they were about the same 
time.” Some of the translators introduce here words 
equivalent to “ went,” or “ came which gave rise to 
the impression that Dionysius supp<jsed Peter to have 
gone to Corinth and to Rome with Paul to plant Chris- 
tianity there, but no such word of any kind is to be 
found in the original, nor have we the slightest trace 
any where of Peter’s having gone to Corinth. Father 
APCorry apjxjars, as the reader will observe, to have 
been singularly deceived about this Greek passage. 


XII. 

IIegesippus (a.d. 180) says not one word about Peter’s 
having left the East, nor do any of the learned pretend 
to say he does. On this point Baronius, Bellarmine, 
Pearson, and Baratier, are all agreed. The only ex- 
tracts that have been preserved from his writings may 
be seen in Eusebius, and in them he does not even men- 
tion Peter’s name. When Father M'Corry and the Cor- 
respondent in the Times adduce this author as evidence 
of Peter’s being in Italy, it is because they suppose him 
to be the author of the little work of the middle ages, 
on the Destruction of Jerusalem, in which there are 
some extracts from Jacques de Voragine’s story about 
the Learned Dogs and the Fiery Cliariot at Rome, and 
which work was sometimes inscribed with the name of 
IIegesippus, by corruption for Josephus, from whose 
writings part of it was compiled. It is unnecessaiy 
to enter into much proof that this little romance was 
not written by Hegesippus. All well-informed writers 
without exception, Roman-catholic as well as Pro- 
testant, acknowledge that it was not. From its con- 
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tents it is admitted to have been composed at least after 
the tenth century. But the portions about Peter and 
the Golden Legend are manifestly copied from the 
Pseudo- Abdias, a work commonly assigned to the four- 
teenth or fifteenth. The following Koman-catholic au- 
thorities wll suffice : 

The Benedictine Fathers, in the Bibliotheque Sacrde, 
say: “ We have a History of the Destruction of Jerusa- 
lem in five books, under the name of this ancient Hege- 
sippus, the author of which lived at least two hundred 
years after him. It appears to be only a work compiled 
from Josephus, the Jewish historian, whose name was 
corrupted into that of Ilegesippus." 

Father Dupin says: “ We have besides, under the 
name of Hegesippus, a history of the taking of Jerusalem, 
divided into five books. But it is certain that this work 
does not belong to Hegesippus, it being evident that it 
was written by some one who lived after the reign of 
Constantine the Great. . . . Others, as Vossius and Mi- 
neus, affirm that this book was compiled after the tenth 
century. Be that as it may, whoever wrote this book is 
only a transcriber or translator of Josephus, who made a 
kind of imperfect epitome of his history, giving it the 
title of Joseppi or Josippi, and the copyists, not under- 
standing this word, substituted Igisippi or Egesippi in 
its stead, as appears from some of tlie MSS.” 

Father Ceillier says : “ As to the five books on the 
destruction of Jerusalem, which pass under the name of 
Hegesippus, it is agreed on all hands now-a-days,that they 
were written by some one of a much more recentage.” 

Father Tillemont (49th note on Peter) observes: “I 
have not ventured to quote what is said of St. I’eter in 
the History of the Jews that passes under the name of 
Hegesippus. We do not know who that writer was, 
nor in what time he lived.” 

It is then evident that Hegesippus affords no evidence 
upon this subject; and as to the story alx)Ut the Learned 
Dogs and the Fiery Chariot, extracts of which are con- 
tsiined in the work of the middle ages that used to bear 
his name, Father M^Corry and the Correspondent in the 
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Times are the only modem members of their church 
that depend upon it for proof of Peter’s not having 
remained at Babylon. 1 do not mention here what this 
story is, as it will be found at full length in the last 
chapter of this work. 


XIII. 

Victor (about a.d. 200), a bishop of Rome, is supposed 
by Baratier to have written two letters on Easter, which 
no other w'riter attributes to him, in which letters the_ 
usual form of expressing the authenticity of the Roman 
doctrine occurs : “ This was the doctrine taught at Rome 
by Peter.” “ It is manifest, therefore,” says Baratier, 
“ that Peter was at Rome.” I appeal to any impartial 
reader, at all acquainted with the ecclesiastical phraseo- 
logy of those times, whether this might not mean quite as 
well “ the doctrine which Peter caused to be taught at 
Rome,” as that “ which he himself personally taught 
there,” and whether the expression in question might not 
have been used if Peter had never left Jerusalem. Sal- 
vianus and St. .Augustine, African writers, fathers of 
the church, use the same expression respecting Peter’s 
having taught at Carthage, where no writer pretended 
that Peter or any one of the apostles ever was. How 
then can it be so manifest from such words that 
Peter was at Rome? But this is not the only remark 
to be here made. No other \vriter except Baratier — 
neither Baronius, nor Ceillier, nor Bellarmine, nor 
any other, either among Roman-catholics or Protest- 
ants, speaks of these supposed letters of Victor’s as 
anything but the clumsiest forgeries, and as the pro- 
duction of some much later writer. Baratier only 
says tliat he sees no very' good reason why they should 
be so ! “ It is evident,” says he, “that Victor wrote letters 
upon this suliyect (of Easter). Why may not some of 
them be extant? and if any are extant, why may not 
these be they, since there is nothing in them but what 
may have been Victor’s?” This the Correspondent in the 
Times must concede is not what is commonly meant by 
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“ demonstration.” For the sake of brevity in a case so 
very evident, I only cite Salvianus and Baronins on the 
expression, and Father Ceillieron the letters. 

Salvianus (a.d. 400) says: “Carthage — which our 
Lord’s apostles formerly instructed in their doctrines.” 
(Quam quondam doctrinis suis Apostoli instituerant. 
De Gubematione Dei, lib. vii.) 

Baronins remarks : “ Augustine and Salvianus fre- 
quently say that the African churches had received the 
Gospel from our Lord’s apostles.” (a.d. 44, para- 
. graph 38.) 

Ceillier says on Victor: “There are four letters still 
extant in tnese days that pass under his name, two of 
which are amon^ the false decretals. The other two are 
also forgeries. The writer does not even seem to know 
what occurred in Victor’s time about Easter, which is 
the subject of the letters.” (Vol. ii.) 


XIV. 

Iren.®us (a.d. 200), bishop of Lyons, in France, is sup- 
posed to afford more decisive proof than any other ancient 
writer, that Peter must have left the East and come into 
Europe. To those, therefore, who attend minutely to it, 
it wiU, for that very reason, aflford the stronger proof of 
the contrary ; for they will see that what is most de- 
pended upon as proof of the Papal story is, in reality, 
to be as little depended upon as what is put forward with 
diffidence and uncertainty. 

Irenseus says that Peter had a share with Paul in 
making the first converts, in engaging the first teachers, 
and in promoting the extension of the Roman church ; 
or, as this writer expresses himself, in “ founding,” and 
in “ edifying ” it. This, say some Roman-catholic 
writers, he could not have done, without having gone 
himself into Europe. Of Irenajus’s three passages to 
the same effect, the strongest is that cited by the 
Correspondent in the Times, and is the one usually 
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cited on this occasion : “ The greatest and most ancient 
church founded and built by the two glorious apostles, 
Paul and Peter.” (iii. 3.) Another of these passages is 
as follows : “ Matthew published his Gospel amon" the 
Hebrews in their own language, while Peter and Paul 
were engaged in evangelizing and founding the Christian 
church at Rome. And after their death (some translate 
it their final departure from Juda:a, when all the apostles 
separated), Mark, also the disciple and interpreter of 
Peter, gave us in writing what Peter made the peculiar 
subject of his proclamations to the Dispersion.” (iii. 1.) 
The third passage from this writer is thus : “ The blessed 
apostles having founded and edified (or built) that 
church (of Rome), gave the ministration of its episco[)al 
duties to Linus. This is the Linus whom Paul mentions 
in his Epistles to Timothy.” (iii. 3.) 

That Peter was one of those who laid the foundations 
of Christ’s church at Rome, as Irenaeus here states, there 
neither is nor ever was any doubt. There is not, however, 
in this fact the slightest pretext for supposing that he or 
any of the rest of the apostles (and they all co-operated 
with him) came into Europe to lay these foundations. A 
short and complete proof of this is that Cardinal Baronius, 
whose authority upon that point no Roman Catholic will 
refuse, acknowledges that there is not, and that the 
apostle’s presence in a city was not at all necessary to 
Enable him to found, plant, erect, or evangelize a church 
there. The Cardinal’s own unambiguous words will be 
found a few pages farther on; but (as in the former case 
about Peter’s martyrdom), I shall here first place before 
the reader the scriptural account of this transaction as it 
was understood by the fathers, and by Baronius also ; from 
which it will be seen that Peter was not in Europe, nor 
even supposed to be in Europe, when he was laying the 
foundations of the Roman church ; that the thing Avas 
done at Jerusalem, and that all our Lord’s apostles, as 
well as Peter, assisted and co-operated; that it took 
place, at least, that it commenced, immediately after 
the Ascension, immediately after those memorable words, 
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“ Go, teach all nations ” — that it took place, in short, 
Avhen Peter, standing up with the eleven at Jerusalem, 
pronounced that energetic appeal whereby, we are told, 
that simultaneously all the most ancient churches of the 
earth were founded. 

From the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, 
we learn that a Iwdy of Roman Jews (some of them Jews 
by birth, others by conversion) who were making a tem- 
porary stay at Jerusalem at that time (v. 10 and 14), 
were converted to Christianity by Peter’s exhortations 
( V. 37 ), and baptized at Jerusalem into the church of 
Christ (v. 41), thus receiving, as Peter had promised 
them (v. 38), “ the gift of the Holy Ghost;” — that these 
Romans, as long as they remained at Jenisalem, near 
the apostles, continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doc- 
trine and fellowship, and in the breaking of bread and in 
prayers” (v. 42); and that not long afterwards, in the 
same year, a persecution breaking out at Jerusalem 
about Stephen (viii. 1; and xi. 19), these Roman con- 
verts, with “ the gift of the Holy Ghost” fresh upon 
them, went back, a Christian church, to their native city, 
“ preaching the word” (viii. 4). 

It is true that the Roman Jews must have been but a 
small portion of Peter’s auditors upon this and the two 
or three subsequent occasions of his addressing them, 
prior to the general dispersion of the Christians from 
Jerusalem; but it is not improbable that they amounted 
to at least 100, for Baronius calculates, as will be seen 
presently, that all the Jewish converts who left Jerusalem 
upon that persecution to return to their different homes 
throughout the world, must have been upwards of 
15,000. But even if the Roman converts did not 
amount to 100, as the proportion of Jews at Rome was 
very small, there being but 8000 at Rome (Josephus 
Ant. xvii. 11), while there were a million at Alexan- 
dria alone (Philo, de Virt.), and several millions in 
Babylon and its vicinity (Josephus and Philo, ibid.), 
yet it cannot be said that even fifty Roman Christians 
returning from Judaea and preaching the word, could 
hardly be what Irenaeus meant to speak of as “a church.” 
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The early Fathers considered that a Christian church 
did not at all depend on numbers. “ One or two per- 
sons,” says Tertullian, “constitute a church.” (In 
unoet alfero Ecclesia est. De Penitentia, c. x.) And in 
another place: “ Three persons, even if they are not 
ordained, constitute a church.” (Ubi tres ecclesia est, 
licet laici. De Castit. ) The apostles themselves, also, 
often speak of a single Christian household, or of the 
Christian congregation assembling at one person’s house, 
as an apostolic church, (Rom. xvi. 3 and 5; Col. iv. 15; 
Phil. i. 2 ), and our Lord had taught them to do so, 
when He said, “ ^Vhere two or three are gathered 
together, there am I in the midst of them.” But we 
have no reason to suppose that the Roman church 
at its first foundation had much less than at least 100 
members, if it had not a great many more; two of 
whom Paul mentions in his Epistle to that church, at 
a much later period : “ Salute Andronicus and Junia, 
my kinsmen and my fellow-prisoners, who are of note 
among the apostles, who also were in Christ before 

ME.” 

Such, then, is the Scripture history of the Christian 
church founded at Rome by Peter (as the fathers 
understood it to be founded by him), almost immediately 
after our Lord’s ascension, while Pilate was stiU governor 
of Juda3a, Tiberius still emperor, and upwards of a year 
before the conversion of St. Paul, — a period long ante- 
cedent to that at which the Roman clergy suppose that 
any of our Lord’s apostles could have come into Europe. 
We see also from the Scripture History of this trans- 
action, that the foundations of the Roman church were 
laid, not by Peter only of the twelve, as some have 
weakly imagined, but by Peter and his eleven col- 
leagues, — a most important fact in connexion with this 
subject^ which obtains too little attention from the ge- 
neral reader. In this passage of Irenajus, as so often else- 
Avhere, we find Peter’s name set do^vn alone to represent 
all the twelve apostles of the circumcision. No Roman- 
cjitholic supposes, or is taught by his clergy to suppose, 
that it was not on behalf of his colleagues as well as on 
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his o^vTi behalf, that Peter delivered his address on the 
occasion T advert to. “ He pronounced that discourse,” 
says Father Tillemont, “ in the name of the other 
apostles, who all spoke by his mouth, and who authorized 
him by their presence. For they could not all speak at 
once " — a remark in which this learned priest was pre- 
ceded by St. Chrysostom. “ They allowed Peter to speak 
for them,” says St. Chrysostom, in his Fourth Homily on 
the Acts of the Apostles, “ for they could not all speak 
together.” We must not lose sight of this. 

Nor do the scriptures warrant the supposition that it 
was only as its founders that the apostles, with Peter for 
their representative and deputy, were at this time related 
to the church at Rome; and that after they had once 
laid its first foundations, they neither added to these, nor 
did anything else while they continued at Jerusalem, to 
edify and advance it — a strange notion, entertained, how- 
ever, by some of the Roman-catholics. On the contrary, 
there can be no doubt, from what St. Luke tells us in 
the Acts, that, as long as the apostles remained together 
there, they occupied themselves in not only strengthen- 
ing tlie foundations of the Roman Church, by their inter- 
course with the Roman converts already made, but that 
they also contributed to its extension and “edification,” by 
sending over, from time to time, fresh supplies of converts 
from the Roman Jews — either from those of them who, 
Philo informs us (De Virtut. p. 1014), repaired to Jeru- 
salem with the proceeds of the First Fruit OtFerings eveiy 
year, or from such other Roman Jews as for any other 
purpose visited that city, in which, for their accommoda- 
tion, there was a Roman synagogue with a school attached 
to it. There can, I say, be no doubt that in this way 
the apostles added to that church daily; and that, not 
converts only, but persons whom they deputed to preach 
for them on their return, and to baptize for them at 
Rome. And this daily care of the apostles for the 
churches continued about twelve years. Their departure 
(or Exodus) out of Juda?a is not mentioned by Baro- 
nins as having taken place much before that time ; and 
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Jerusalem, the great centre of the Jewish world, afforded 
such advantages for the proclamation of the Gospel in 
every city, as could not have been expected to attend 
the personal presence of the ajxjstles anywhere else. 
Whence it Avill be seen that Paul was converted soon 
enough to have a share in the earlier converts of 
the church of Rome, as is stated in this passage of 
Irenajus, for his conversion took place, as all the Roman 
clergy are agreed, less than two years after our Lord left 
his apostles. (Baronins and Calmet place it a.d. 34.) 
And as to Paul’s part in the edification or extension of 
that church, Ave knoAv from the Scriptures that he wrote 
letters to it, and that he even resided at Rome for two 
Avhole years, preachuig there ; besides Avhich, it is clear 
that he co-operated with the twelve in their exertions at 
Jerusalem on its behalf, until Peter went to Babylon and 
the rest elsewhere, after which period Paul seems to have 
been unaided by the apostles of the circumcision, in his 
continued efforts to extend and edify the church of Rome. 

I have confined these scriptural statements to this 
church of Rome; but as Ave learn from the same pas- 
sages of the Acts, this was not the only church founded 
by the ajxistles at Jerusalem, immediately after the 
ascension. Far from it. The churches of Babylon and 
Pontus, of Carthage and Cyrene, of Colosse and Alexan- 
dria, of Antioch and Cyprus, Avith innumerable others, 
began all then their bright career. In fact, in every 
place where there was a synagogue, by those few words 
of Peter, a Christian church Avas founded; for from al- 
most every synagogue in the Avorld there seems to have 
been at that time a deputation at Jerusalem, Avhich Avas 
sent back by Peter gifted Avith the Holy Ghost and 
preaching the Avord. It is to this simultaneousness in 
the foundation of the churches that Peter himself alludes 
when he speaks of the churches of the provincial Disper- 
sion as having been founded at the same time as that of 


Babylon, the capital — (1 Pet. i. 1 ; v. 13) — a peculiarity 
in the foundation of all the earliest churches, Avhicli 
renders it, if possible, still more absurd to suppose that 
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Peter founded them by being himself personally present 
in the different cities. 

And it is in this scriptural sense that all the Fathers, 
Latin as well as Greel^ understood the Roman church 
to have been founded. Gregory, the bishop of Nyssa, in 
Cappadocia (about a.d. 390), thus mentions the first 
Roman Christians, in his Sermon upon Stephen : “ From 
this time the disciples of the twelve began to traverse 
the whole world, and this was the beginning of the dif- 
fusion of the Gospel in all quarters. For if the Jews 
had not thus persecuted the first Christians after Ste- 
phen’s murder, perhaps the blessings of the Gospel 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN CONFINED TO JERUSALEM. But nOW 
that the Jews persecuted them, these first Christians 
were dispersed over the whole world, most of them going 
to different countries, expeUing the father of evil by the 
doctrines of Christ. In this way it was that Samaria 
received the word. . . . Thus, also, the Egj’ptians, Sy- 
rians, Parthians, (in whose territory Babylon then was,) 
and the Mesopotamians, the Italians also, and the 
Illyrians and the Macedonians began to have their 
churches ( Christum agnoscunt), and the Gospel travers- 
ing all nations, brought all the nations into the fold.” 
Irenajus, whose words we are now considering, says 
the same thing (b. iii. chap, xii.) After quoting portions 
of Peter’s addresses, from the second and subsequent 
chapters of the Acts, he goes on thus : “ These are the 
words of that church at Jerusalem, by which every 
OTHER church WAS FOUNDED (or, from which every 
other church derived its foundation). These are the 
words of the Parent Church — of those who are the deni- 
zens of the New Testament — the words of the apostles 
— the words of the disciples of our Lord — of those who 
indeed were perfect disciples, made perfect by the Spirit 
after the ascension of the Lord.” 

St. Jerome, also, in his commentary upon the second 
chapter of Haggai, after mentioning the earthquake that 
occurred at our Lord’s crucifixion, says : “ And by this 
concussion eveiy nation of the earth was shaken. Be- 
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cause then the voice of our Lord’s apostles went forth 
— went forth and found its way into the remotest regions 
of the world. But why were the nations shaken ? That 
they might yield all the elect and whatever is to be found 
foremost in the faith. The elect of Corinth, for instance, 
for in Corinth God had many of his people. The elect 
of Macedonia, for there was a large church assembled in 
Thessalonica. The elect of Ephesus, that they should 
know the mysteries of God. What more need I add? 
All the nations were convulsed — all to whom the Saviour 
sent his apostles when he said, ‘ Go, teach all nations ’ — 
all were shaken, and the few that were chosen out of the 
many that were called, constructed the churches of the 
first Christians. Hence the apostle Peter says ‘ The 
church at Babylon, that is elect, salutes you.’ Hence 
the apostle John writes to ‘ Tlie lady that is elect,’ and 
afterwards mentions ‘ the children of her elect sister.’ In 
this way the nations were convulsed — unable to wthstand 
the brightness of the word, and the elect of all the nations 
were put forward. It was then that was complete the 
glory of the Lord’s House, which is the church of the 
living God.” 

Baronius quotes others of the fathers to the same 
effect. “ You have it stated,” says St. Athanasius, the 
patriarch of Alexandria, in his sermon De Sementi — 
“ you have it stated in the Acts of the Apostles, after 
the stoning of Stephen, that the disciples of the twelve 
were scattered, and as it were sown over the earth ; not 
that these primitive Christians were thus dispersed 
through pusillanimity, but in the interests of the 
faith. For they were scattered in this way in order that 
in their travels over the whole world they might diffuse, 
and as it were sow the Christian churches, the powers 
and excellencies that are in the doctrine of life.” 

The Cardinal also quotes the following words from St. 
Chrysostom’s Homilies upon the Acts of the Apostles : 
“ Peter pleaded the cause of Christ upon behalf of our 
Lord’s other eleven apostles, as well as upon his own. . . 
He was the first who collected a church, and that not of 

F 2 


Digitized by Google 



C8 


TIIE ANTENICENE RECORDS. 


the Jews only who belonged to Jerusalem and to the 
country round, but of the Jews of Parthia (in whose 
country Babylon was in the apostolic times), and of the 
Medes, and of the Phrygians, of the Africans (near Carth- 
age), of the Egyptians {i.e. Alexandrians), and of the 
Arabs, or the Kojians, and of others. He who was ex- 
pressly appointed by our Lord as the shepherd of the lost 
sheep, began then to collect these scattered flocks out of 
all nations. lie also taught them to renounce all things, 
and to meet together for the breaking of bread and for 
priwers.” 

St. Chrysostom again, also, makes the following allu- 
sion to this sudden creation of the Christian churches 
everywhere: — “ For though it is a little thing to say 
“ I shall build my church,” do not hasten over the words 
as if they were nothing, but unfold them to your under- 
standing, and reflect how immense an act it was in this 
rapid manner to fill with so many churches every por- 
tion of the earth that is inhabited by mankind, and to 
erect altars everywhere, — in the country of the Romans 
and of the Persians (within which, in Chrj'sostom’s day, 
stood Babylon), in Scythia, in Mauritania (where Car- 
thage was), and upon the Indus. But what am I saying ? 
This fact went even beyond this world of ours. For 
the British Isles, which are situated beyond our sea — 
which lie, in fact, in the very ocean — these felt the 
power of those mighty words ; for even there — even in 
those islands, churches and altars were then erected, 
and the words so spoken were realized in every heart. 
Thus it was that His apostles built our Lord’s churches 
cvery^vhere.” — (Chrysos. vol. i. pp. 701 and 702.) 

Instead of illustrating any further the undisputed 
unanimity of the fathers upon this point, I give Baro- 
nius’s own account of this foundation, or first creation 
of the Christian churches : “ In the 35th year,” says he, 

“ after the birth of Christ, all the Christians except the 
apostles were compelled to leave Jerusalem on Stephen’s 
death, when they proceeded into different countries, 
the most widely separated from one another. In these 
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countries they preached the gospel, and enabled the 

APOSTLES IN THIS MANNER TO MULTIPLY UNDER FAVOUR- 
ABLE CIRCUMSTANCES THE CHURCHES OF GOD. For it 
was not only into Judiea and Samaria, as Luke mentions 
chap, viii., that these first Christians travelled. He also 
tells us most distinctly that they passed the frontiers of 
Palestine and went into other countries (see Acts xi. 19). 
We find that an immense number of these first Je^vish 
converts went into Asia, to whom Peter afterwards 
wrote his Epistles, inscribed to those scattered through- 
out Pontus, Galatia and Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia. 
.... For the Jews lived far and wide, in Asia and 
Africa, and even Europe, as well as within the limits of 
the Holy Land; and that the number of the.se first 
Christians was very great, is evident; for if any one 
will only calculate them and reflect that none but the 
apostles remained at Jerusalem, he wUl find that several 
thousand Christians must have been scattered over the 
world upon that occasion.” And again, after specifying 
the result of Peter’s addresses as indicated in the 2nd, 
4th, .5th, and 6th chapters of the Acts, he sums up thus: 
“ If, therefore, we reckon all these, we shall not be very 
wrong if we suppose 1 5,000 men to have been then dis- 
pei’sed ; so that we cannot Avonder to find from Peter 
and others, that they had passed into the most distant 
and different lands.” (Annals, a.d. 35, paragraphs, 1, 
2, and 3. 

But enough has been said to show that in the Scrip- 
tural account of the foundation of the church of Rome, 
as underetood by the Roman Catholics as well as by all 
the Fathers, there is not the slightest pretext for sup- 
posing that Peter left the East to effect it. It remains 
to show that even the Roman clergy admit that his 
personal presence was not necessary for such a purpose. 
And happily one brief testimony settles this. Baronius 
himself, even in the case of Antioch, in which there Avas 
no motive for a strained opinion (as the apostles Avere 
often there), admits that Peter’s presence was not essen- 
tial to the foundation of his churches. “ For Avhat does 
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it mean,” says Baronius (a.d. 39, paragraph 16), “when 
Peter is said to have founded the church of Antioch? 
They are quite wrong who think that Peter must have 
gone to Antioch for that purpose.” (Errant mea sen- 
tentia qui cxistimarcnt, ad hoc, opus fuisse ut Petrus 
petierit Antiochiam.) Again: “As Peter’s chair at 
Alexandria, in which it cannot be made to appear that 
Peter ever was, was founded by that apostle, it is quite 
evident that his presence was not necessary to found 
even a patriarchal see.” (Non prassentiam Petri, sed 
potissimum requisitam esse auctoritatem ad constitu- 
endam sedem aliquam Patriarchalem.) Again: “When, 
therefore, we say that Peter founded the See (or Chair) 
of Antioch, this must not be supposed to imply that 
Peter was among any of the first who preached there, 
for that, it is quite evident, was done exclusively by 
those Christians who, on Stephen’s death, were driven 
from eTerusalem.” He further admits that these first 
Christians founded the churches wherever they went. 
“ If others preaclied at Antioch before Peter, and were 
thus considered to have founded that church, (a quibus 
jactum videretur ecclesia; fundamentum,) Peter and 
Paul cannot in that sense be said to be its founders,” (hac 
exparte fundatores. ) And again : “ But if on the other 
hand, Peter is to be considered to have founded the 
church of Antioch, notwithstanding that it was not he 
who introduced the gospel there, Paul is certainly en- 
titled to being considered in this light quite as much as 
Peter; for Paul did quite as much as Peter to promote 
tliat object. So that St. Ignatius, writing to the 
Magnesians, says that Paul had as much to do •with 
the foundation of the church at Antioch as Peter had, 
and that the church of Antioch was founded by both 
of them,” (ab utroque esse fundatam ecclesiam An- 
tiochenam.) 

The reader sees, also, in these passages that the See 
(or Chair) of Alexandria, was also considered to have 
Iteen founded by St. Peter, although it is admitted by all 
parties that the apostle never was in that city. Nor is 
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this view of the origin of that See peculiar to Baronins. 
We find that this was the general doctrine of the popes. 
They considered that it was for this purpose St. Peter 
sent Mark to Alexandria. Father Tilleinont, speaking 
of the popes in his thirty-first note on Peter, says : “ They 
hold that St. Peter founded the See of Alexandria; and 
that he did so through the instrumentality of Mark.” 
This learned priest also adverts, in his twenty-fifth note 
on Peter, to what Baronins here says of Antioch: 
“ Cardinal Baronins considered that Peter was able to 
found his Chair of Antioch, and to establish his See in 
that city without going there,” (sans y aller.) In addi- 
tion to which I may observe that a large majority of the 
Homan clergy are, by their peculiar view of Peter’s 
history at this period, reduced to the necessity of ad- 
mitting that Peter’s foundation of the church of Rome 
took place while he was in the East. It \vill be seen 
in Part II. Section II. of the present Treatise, that 
Father Ceillier, Stephen Baluze, Father Pagi, Father 
Calmet, and a large majority of the writers in com- 
munion with the church of Rome, were of opinion that 
Peter could not have left the East for at least twenty 
years after our Lord’s ascension; yet none of these 
writers considered that the capital of the empire was 
without its church during all that time, or that Paul’s 
letter to the Roman church was not written for upwards 
of twenty years after the ascension. These writers, there- 
fore, have no alternative. They frankly admit that Peter’s 
foundation of their church took place while he was in the 
East. But the authority of Irenaeus himself on this point 
obviates the necessity of adducing any other. Irenajus 
knew that the church of Rome was founded without the 
personal presence of St. Paul ; for St. Paul, in his letter 
to it, speaks of it as a flourishing church, and alludes at 
the same time to his not having yet been able to go to 
Rome ; still Irenaeus, nevertheless, says in the very pas- 
sage we are considering, that Paul was one of those who 
laid the foundations of the church at Rome. Here is the 
clearest and concisest evidence imaginable that thisFatlier 
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did not mean to imply Peter’s absence from the East in 
Peter’s foundation of the church at Rome. Again : 
Irenaeus says, in this same passage, that the Roman 
church was one of the first founded — one of tlie earliest 
and most ancient churches. Rut the Roman clergy tell 
us, as may be .seen in the ejuotutions just given from 
Baronins, that the church of Antioch and all the most 
ancient churches were founded within a year after the 
Ascension. Does not Irenajus then plainly state, upon 
this showing of the Roman clergy themselves, that Rome 
also had its church from the apostles, during that first 
year, and therefore that it was founded by them witliout 
their presence at Rome? Is it not doing violence to Ids 
words to suppose them consistent with the supposition 
that Rome was at least a dozen years later than the ear- 
liest and most ancient of the churches in his time? And 
again : Irenajus says that Matthew’s Gospel was written 
at the time this church was being founded, and the Ro- 
man clergy consider that it was written in, or even much 
before the year a.d. 41, four years, at least, before any 
of them think that Peter left the East. Baronius, with 
whom Calmet and Ceillier agree, .says in Ids Annals, at 
the year a.d. 41 (paragraph 15), “In this same year 
Matthew wrote his Gospel." And immediately after- 
wards, speaking of Peter’s supposed journey from tlie 
East, he says : “ And this took place in the second year 
of Claudius, a.d. 45, four years after the publication of 
Matthew’s Gosjx;!.’’ Father Tillemontand others of tlie 
Roman clergy, as well as the Protestant writers, assign 
a much earlier date to tlds gospel. “ It seems necessary 
to mention here,” says Father Tillemont, “ that Matthew 
wrote only three years after our Lord’s death.” He then 
combats the opinion of Baronius, and says, in his fiftli 
note on Matthew, that even a.d. 39 is too late a date to 
assign to the first appeai’ance of this gospel. Horne, in 
his Introduction, says : “ Tiberius died in the spring of 
A.D. 37, and it is higldy probable that Matthew’s gospel 
was written by that time.” Thus Baronius has the latest 
date, but even with that date we see that Irenaius IvNew 
P eter was at Jerusalem when he says that this apostle 
was founding the church that was at Rome. 
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The Greek term “ evangelizing,” found in one of 
IrcntEus’s passages, denotes, as may be seen in the 
lexicons, to instruct a church by written documents, as 
well as orally, and was ultimately almost exclusively 
applied to written instructions. The Koman-catholic, 
as well as Protestant critics, indicate another sense of 
this expression. “ In the beginning of Christianity,” 
says Father Calmet, in his I)ictionary, “ there were 
evangelists and preachers who, without being fixed to 
any church, preached wherever they were led by the 
Holy Spirit.” “ We learn from Eusebius (v. 9,) and 
other writers cited by Suicer,” says Dr. Bloomfield, to 
the same effect, in his New Testament, “ that in the 
Apostolic Church, ‘evangelists’ was the appellation 
given to those preachers who aided the labours of the 
apostles, not by taking charge of any particular church, 
but by acting as itinerant preachers and teachers where- 
ever their labours might be needed, and thus building 
on a foundation previously laid by the apostles.” 

At the risk of seeming tedious on a point so evident, 

I shall here observe that we hear much of this church in 
the history of Tiberius, as he happened to have a sort 
of controversy with the Senate respecting its encourage- 
ment. It appears that in consequence of despatches 
received from Pilate, Tiberius, apparently from pure 
good will to the Roman church, proposed to the Senate 
that our Lord should be worshipped among the gods of 
Rome. The Senate sought to flatter Tiberius by ob- 
jecting to this proposal, upon the ground that he had 
previously considered himself undeserving of that ho- 
nour. Some say, and with an appearance of truth, that 
the secret cause of their objecting was the emperor’s 
having proposed a measure which it was their own ex- 
clusive prerogative to propose. Be that as it may, 
Tiberius did not persist in his proposal ; but contented 
himself with neutralizing a law that the Senate had 
passed for the expulsion of the Christian church from 
Rome. This he effected by issuing an imperial edict, 
with very heavy penalties annexed, that there should be 
no more informations lodged against the members of 
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that church. This account willjje found given at length 
in TertuUian (Apol. v.), Eusebius (ii. 2), and many 
other writers. It is also admitted by the Roman clergy 
to be true. 

Orosius, the iiistorian, in relating this, says : “ The 
Senate not only refused this apotheosis of the Saviour, 
but passed a law for the expulsion of the Christian 
church from Rome (edicto constituit extermiuandos esse 
Urbe Christianos. ) Tiberius, however, by a counter- 
mandate, threatened death to those who snould lay the 
necessary accusations against the members of this com- 
munity.” (Lib. vii. c. 4.) 

Father Calmet says, in his Dictionary: “Tiberius 
continued to show his good inclinations towards the 
Christians, and even threatened those mth death who 
gave them any disturbance. In short, we do not find 
any persecution of the church under this emperor.” 

The foregoing illustrations show not only that Peter 
was in the East, and was considered by the fathers to be 
in the East whenever they speak of his founding the 
church at Rome, but they also show us the unreason- 
ableness of inferring that Peter was present in any 
country or city merely from his ecclesiastical relations 
to its church being mentioned. When we hear of liis 
having his chair anywhere — of the chair there being 
founded upon him — of his having sat in it — of his 
having died in it — of a city being Peter’s see — of his 
instructing the church there — of his having many 
hearers in that city — of his proclaiming the gospel in it 
— of his ordaining one of its bishops — of his succession 
being there — of his baptizing or being bishop there — of 
his prayers being felt there, &c. &c., we must clearly, 
even upon the showing of the Roman clergy, understand 
all such expressions to apply to the agency of those 
disciples of aU the twelve apostles, who left Jerusalem, 
from time to time, for their various homes during the 
ten or twelve years that the apostles themselves re- 
mained in Jerusalem. Thus, as will be seen in the 
course of these pages, Salvianus says that the apostles 
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taught at Carthage ; St. Gildas, the monk, that Canter- 
bury was the see of St. Peter, or Peter’s chair; Gregory 
tlie Great, that Alexandria was Peter’s see; he and the 
other popes, that the church of Alexandria was founded 
by tins apostle; Optatus, that Carthage was Peter’s 
chair ; Dionysius, bishop of Corinth, that his church of 
Corinth was planted by St. Peter; Irenaeus, bishop of 
Lyons, that the church of Lyons had Peter’s succession ; 
Clement of Alexandria, that the church of Alexandria 
had it ; Tertullian, that our Lord’s apostles baptized in 
the Tyber with as much efficacy as John the Baptist had 
done in the Jordan. The old Roman Calendar and St. 
Jerome, who is supposed to have published it, that Peter 
entered upon the bishopric of Rome under the emperor 
'I'iberius, and immediately after the ascension of our 
Lord ; St. Chrysostom, that the church of England was 
founded by St. Peter, and that many of his hearers were 
in Alexandria; Baronins, that he founded his see of 
Antioch without being present there at the time ; Aubes- 
pine, bishop of Orleans, that all the orthodox churches 
were secs of St. Peter ; and all the Roman-catholic writers 
that the first bishop of Alexandria was ordained by 
Peter. It would be evidently absurd to infer from such 
expressions, that Peter had been in these cities and 
countries ; yet this kind of inference is constantly being 
dra-wn by the Roman clergy with reference to Rome; 
and it may not be an uninteresting or inappropriate illus- 
tration for the general reader, to find a celebrated Eng- 
lish priest and Jesuit engaged in this sort of work with 
regard to England. 

Father Personius, (Anglice, Robert Parsons), an 
English Jesuit, in the time of Elizabeth, eminent alike 
for his great learning and his great zeal, wrote a work 
called “ The Three Conversions,” in which he adduces, 
from testimonies of the foregoing character, what he and 
several others of his church considered to be demonstra- 
tion and clear proof of Peter’s having been at Canterbury. 
Father Parsons enjoyed the favour of Pope Gregory XlH. 
to such an extent, that he was made rector of the college 
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founded at Rome expressly for proselytizing England, — 
was soon after sent over himself from Rome to contribute 
to the same end, — and was subsequently sent on a special 
mission from Rome to Madrid to Philip II. of Spain, 
to obtain a mitigation of the severities practised by that 
prince against the Spanish Jesuits, — a mission in which 
the favourite of the Vatican had great success. Among 
his most zealous friends he reckoned Cardinal Allen, 
and died at Rome, a.d. 1610. After going over the 
proofs that there are of the existence of the Christian 
church in England very soon after our Lord’s ascension, 
this learned priest thus proceeds : — “ And thus much of 
the time and occasion whereby the Christian religion 
began first in Britain within the first fifty years after 
Christ’s ascension, whereto also we may add the testi* 
mony of Nicephorus, and, before him, of Theodo- 
retus and Sophronius, ancient writers, who do testify 
that ‘ the British Islands fell in division among the apostles 
in their first partition which they made of the world.' And 
it is most like that St. Peter, being come to Rome to 
teach and convert the western parts of the world, as 
Italy, Spain, and France, these Islands also received the 
same benefit from him. And so say our authors, whom 
afterwards I shall allege, for his being in Britain. And 
this is another point of obligation betwixt England and 
Rome, to wit, that the first bishop of Rome went in 
person to convert our country, as afterwards we shall 
hear grave authors affirm, to whom I remit me.” Here 
occurs a long parenthesis as to the names of those of the 
laity who preached the gospel in England before Peter, 
after which the learned Jesuit thus goes on: — “Where- 
fore, to let this pass, and to speak of the first ecclesiastical 
teachers of the Christian religion in England, who, 
through the great perturbation of wars (as hath been 
said), were not so well kno^vn, nor distinctly observed, 
nor delivered to writing in those days, as otherwise they 
might have been; yet find I some mention, though dis- 
persed, of three several apostles of Christ to have 
preached there, to wit, St. Peter, St. Paul, and St. Symon 
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of Chananey, surnamed the Zealous; — two apostolical 
men also in these first troubled times to have been sent 
thither, — Aristobulus, a Roman whom St. Paul named 
in his Epistle to the Romans, and Joseph of Arimathea, 
a nobleman of Jury that buried Christ. Of all which 
five we shall speak somewhat in order. And, first, of 
St. Peter himself to have been in England (or Britain) 
and preached, founded churches, and ordained priests 
and deacons therein, is recorded, out of Greek antiquities 
by Metaphrastes, a Grecian, (Metaph. apud Suriuin, 
21 . 862,) and it seeineth to be somewhat confirmed by 
that which Innocentius I., bishop of Rome, hath left 
written, above a thousand and two hundred years ago, 
saying, ‘ That the first churches of Italy, France, Spain, 
Africa, Sicilia, and the islands that lie betwixt them, were 
founded by St. Peter, or his scholars or successors.' (In- 
noc. Epist. ad Decent.) For which cause Gulielmus 
Eysengrenius, in his ‘ First Centuria, or Hundred Years,’ 
doth write also, ‘ That the first Christian churches of Eng- 
land were founded by St. Peter under Nero.’ (Eyseng. 
cent. i. part 7, dist. 8.) Whereunto it may be thought 
that the foresaid Gildas had relation, when ex 2 )ostulating 
with the Britisli priests of his time for their wickedness, 
( for which the wrath of God had brought in the English 
Saxons upon them,) he objecteth, among other things, 
''quod sedem Petri apostoli inverecundis pedibus usurp- 
assent,' (Gild. p. 2, de Excid. Brit.,) that they had 
usurped the seat of St. Peter with unshamefaced feet ; 
meaning thereby, either the whole church of Britain 
first founded by him, or some particular place of devo- 
tion or church which he had erected ; and finally Abredus 
Rienvallus, an English abbot of the order of Cisterce, 
left written, about five hundred years ago, a certain 
revelation, or apparition, of St. Peter to a holy man in the 
time of Edward the Confessor, showing him how he had 
preached himself in England, and consequently the parti- 
cular care he had of that church and nation, &c. ( Aired, 
apud Sur. p. 131.) If any man a.sk what time it might 
be that St. Peter left Rome and went into Britain, and 
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other countries round about, Cardinal Baronius, (vol. i. 
p. 512,) a famous learned historiographer of our time, 
thinketh that it was then when Claudius, the emperor, 
banished all the Jews out of Rome, (as in the Acts of the 
Apostles it is recorded,) among whom it is like that St. 
Peter also, being by nation a Jew, retired himself, and 
took that occasion to go into divers pagan countries to 
preach the faith of Christ, that thing belonging especially 
to his charge, as head of the apostles, according to his 
own words himself, ‘ God hath chosen and appointed that 
Gentiles should hear and believe the word of the gospel by 
my mouth,' (Acts xv.) This, then, was the cause wliy 
he was so diligent and careful to go and preach every- 
where the Christian religion, to the end he might fulfil 
and accomplish this will and ordination of his Master; 
and this was one cause, also, (to wit, his absence from 
Rome,) why, according to Baronius and other learned 
men, St. Paul, writing to the Romans, did not name or 
salute him in his Epistle, whereof our heretics do brabble 
much ; and thus much of St. Peter. Of St. Paul’s being 
in Britain there are not so many particular testimonies, 
yet the foresaid Thcodoi'etus doth affirm,” &c. &c. 

Father Parsons, in imitation of Baronius about Peter’s 
being at Rome, frequently afterwards alludes to the fore- 
going proof as complete and incontrovertible : — “ Of 
Joseph of Arimathea’s coming into France, and his send- 
ing thence into Great Britain, either by St. Philip, (as 
some say,) who preached then in Gaul, or (as otiiebs 
hold) by Peter himself, as he passed that way to and 
from Britain, and how he obtained,” &c. &c. Again, — 
“Albeit St. Joseph came not immediately from Rome, 
nor was a Roman by birth, (as none of the apostles 
were,) yet he taught in England the Roman faith; that 
is to say, the same faith that St. Peter, and St. Paul, 
and Aristobulus, that came immediately from Rome, 
had taught before him, or did teach jointly Avith him in 
Britain.” Again, — “ For if this first preaching and 

first faith, taught in England by our first preachers, was 
the Roman faith, and derived principally from the city 
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and church of Rome by the preaching of St. Peter and 
St. Paul, Aristobulus and others, as hath been declared, 
and if,” &c. ; and again, — “ Besides the proofs set down 
in the former chapter, how the chief of our first preachers 
came from Rome immediately, as St. Peter, St. Paul, 
and St. Aristobulus, and that the other,” &c. (Treatise 
on the Three Conversions of England. Part i. chaps, 
i. and ii.) 

We have in all this a curious instance of the lengths 
to which the Roman clergy carry the practice of infer- 
ring Peter’s personal presence in any city from the mere 
expression in the Fathers of his ecclesiastical relations to 
its church. But to return. I appeal to any Catholic, 
Roman or Protestant, who is in earnest in this inquiry, 
whether it has not heen clearly shown, both from the 
Scriptures and from the fathers, from the acknowledged 
opinion of the Roman church herself, and from the 
common history of the Roman empire, that Peter’s 
having founded the church at Rome is not to be sup- 
posed to imply his having come into Europe, or inter- 
mitted for a single day, that mission to the Jews of the 
Dispersion with which Paul so often reminds us that 
this apostle had been specially entrusted by our Lord. 


XV. 

Lucianus Charinus, (placed by Baratier in the second 
thers in the sixth,) wrote a work called 
of the Apostles,” which is wholly lost, and 
from which no one pretends to adduce any extract with 
the slightest reference to the present inquiry. “The 
whole book,” says Photius, bishop of Constantinople, 
(a.d. 891,) in whose days it was to be seen, “contains 
nothing but childish and prodigious things, malicious 
fables, fallacies, follies, contradictions, ana impieties.” 
Mr. Baratier, (to whose collection of evidence the Cor- 
respondent in the Times attaches so much value,) after 
adverting at some length to Lucianus Charinus as an 
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important authority on the subject, says that he is con- 
vinced this writer described Peter as having come into 
Europe, that many reasons convince iiim of it, but that 
he thinks it unnecessary to mention any of these reasons, 
as no one would think that witer worth attending to ! 
Must not that be a very doubtful historical fact, which 
can be supposed to receive the slightest support from 
such a witness? 


XVI. 

Clemens Alexandrinus, (about a.d. 217,) archbishop of 
Alexandria, is still relied on by a few of the Ronian 
clergy, but certainly not with quite so much expectation 
as Ire'nseus is, for making it appear that Peter must 
have left the East in the earlier years of his mission. In 
the same manner as Irenaeus, in a work purporting to 
treat only of the local church of Rome, had said that 
Mark’s Gospel was written after St. Peter had founded 
that church; so Clement of Alexandria, in a statement 
purporting to have been derived from Irenmus, says that 
it was written “ after Peter had effected the proclamation 
of the gospel at Rome.” Peter could not have effected 
this, argue some of the Roman clergy, unless he had 
come into Europe for the purpose. 

The passage in question is one in which it is stated, 
1st. That the Gospel which Mark wrote, as St. Chrys- 
ostom assures us, in Egypt, was written at the instance 
of several of those Jewish converts who, “ out of every 
nation under heaven,” had been from time to time "wnth 
Peter at Jerusalem, hanging with affection and delight 
upon the inspired eloquence of that apostle, among whom 
there were even Alexandrians applying for it, as Chrys- 
ostom informs us ; and Romans, as we learn from 
Jerome and Epiphanius. 2nd. That the reason for 
Mark’s being selected by them for this purpose, was his 
havin" been Peter’s companion from an early period, 
which” naturally afforded him more opportunity than 
others had of ascertaining the facts of our Lord’s history 
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from this apostle. 3rdly. That the want of this gospel 
does not appear to have been felt until Peter had dis- 
continued his general proclamation of the gospel in the 
dilferent cities of the East and West, through those 
Jews that were constantly passing and re-passing be- 
tween these cities and Jerusalem, in which last city he 
was stationed, — in other words, that it was written after 
Peter, by his departure to Babylon, had broken off that 
general relation with the churches in which he was 
placed by his central residence at Jerusalem ; and 4thly, 
that Mark wrote it either before or after he was living 
at Babylon ^vith St. Peter, as he wrote it from memory, 
and as Peter did not hear of it until it was finished. 
Eusebius thus puts this passage (vi. 14): “Again, in 
the same work, Clement also gives us a tradition respect- 
ing the order in which the gospels were ^vritten, derived 
from the elders of the preceding age, to this effect : — 
The gospels containing the genealogies were, it was said, 
first composed, and ilark’s had the following origin : — 
After Peter had made proclamation of the word at 
Rome, and had announced it to all nations, with the 
assistance of the S 2 >irit, those who had been with the 
apostle himself, and who amounted to a considerable 
number, urged Mark, as he had been Peter’s companion 
from an early period and could remember his words, to 
commit to writing what he had taught them. Where- 
upon Mark composed his gospel, and gave copies of it 
to the applicants; which gospel, when Peter came to 
hear of its existence, he in the first instance neither pro- 
hibited nor recommended.” 

The whole of the argument which the Roman clergy 
have founded upon this passage, proceeds upon the sup- 
position that, when we speak of “ making proclamation 
of a thing anywhere,” these words imply the personal 
presence of the party by whom this is said to have been 
effected. One single testimony wiU prove that this is a 
mistaken notion. Of the word which represents this 
expression in the Greek text, Henry Stephens says, in 
his Thesaurus, that it very frequently signifies to cause 
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proclamation to be made of anything, as well as to be 
actually the proclaiming party. “ Not only those,” says 
he, “ who literally u.se their voice in publicly announcing 
anything, but also those who authorize them to do so, 
are said “ to proclaim and this use of the Greek term 
is frequent.” (Knpv<r<Titi> dicuntur saepe non ipsi KijpuKtc, 
sed ii qui eos Kiipvaativ jubent.) This authority alone 
shows the mistake into which the few of the Roman 
clergy we now speak of have fallen respecting the use 
of this Greek term, and will abundantly satisfy every 
conscientious inquirer upon the present subject. It may 
however be remarked that the same interpretation of the 
word is given in other Greek Lexicons, and that in the 
popular Lexicon of Dr. Donnegan, it is explained as 
meaning “ to make publicly known,” “ to promulgate,” 
“ to announce openly none of which expressions imply 
the personal presence of the principal party mentioned, 
but merely the same kind of action as is implied when 
we say that the Prime-minister of England did so-and-so 
at Madrid. Of this common use of the term, as explained 
by Henry Stephens, we have an appropriate illustration 
in Thucydides, (i. 27.) “The Corinthian government 
proclaimed a colonizing expedition to Epidamnus.” This 
it is evident does not mean that the different members 
of the Corinthian government went themselves over the 
country uttering words to that effect, but merely that 
they adopted whatever was the usual or most effectual 
method of solemn and general proclamation for the 
purpose. So, also, wheft" the Roman clergy admit that 
the eight synagogues and 8000 Jews at this time (as 
Josephus tells us) at Rome, were sending up their 
deputations every year with their first fruit offerings to 
Jerusalem, and that Peter and the apostles were teach- 
ing the gospel to each succeeding deputation, in order 
that it should be again taught by them at Rome; and 
that this continued for nearly a dozen years, would it 
not be very unreasonable to argue that Peter was not in 
this way proclaiming (icijpuffdtiv) the gospel in that 
city, and that he must have gone there to have enabled 
him to do so? Accordingly we find that even the vigi- 
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lant Baronins did not see anything available in that 
expression. 

Cardinal Bellarmine and some others have put for- 
ward another supposition connected with this passage. 
They suppose that Clemens here asserts that Mark 
wrote his gospel at Rome! and that Peter was with 
him at the time he wrote it! It will be at once 
seen that the words we are considering have nothing 
resembling either of these assertions, which are merely 
those fictions of the 14th and 15th centuries already ad- 
verted to in the chapter upon Papias, and in which the 
ideas of these writers appear to have been entangled. 
But it may be of use to show, en passant, that on both 
these points the exact contrary was the opinion of Aix 
the Fathers, although undoubtedly some of them say 
that Peter’s Roman, as well as Alexandrian hearers, 
were among the most zealous of Mark’s applicants. St. 
Chrysostom, in his allusion to the story, says in his first 
Homily upon Matthew : “ It is said that Matthew, at 
the request of the Jewish converts, committed to writing 
for them what he taught orally, and that he composed 
that gospel in the Hebrew tongue ; and that Mark also 
did the same thing in Egypt, at the request of the dis- 
ciples there.” Jeromfe, apparently from misunderstand- 
ing Eusebius, says that the Romans also made an appli- 
cation to Mark when he was among them, for the Gospel 
which he afterwards wrote in Egypt. (Rogatus Romm 
a fratribus .... breve scripsit evangelium. De vir. 
Ulus . ) Epiphanius repeats this : “ After the Hebrews 
made Matthew write, Mark, Peter’s fellow traveller, was 
solicited at Rome to do the same ; and as soon as it was 
completed, he was invested with apostolic functions in 
Egypt by St. Peter.” — {Epiphan. against the heresy of 
the Alogi, 51.) This is very far from saying that 
Mark’s Gospel was not written in Egypt, and still 
farther from saying that it was written at Rome. Nor 
do any of the Fathers contradict Chrysostom upon the 
point in question. All agree that, wherever else Mark may 
have been petitioned on the subject, the Gospel that he 
wrote was written at Alexandria, and as much to gratify 
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Peter’s auditors in that as in any other city. Then, as 
to Peter’s i)eing Avith Mark at the time the latter wrote, 
all the Fathers agree in acknowledging that he was not. 
Papias says plainly that Mark had to write from memory ; 
Irena3us that Mark did not -write until after Peter’s 
death; Clemens Alexandrinus is reported as repeating 
what Papias said, adding that the existence of Mark’s 
Gospel did not come to Peter’s knowledge for some time 
after it was written ; Eusebius repeats this addition of 
Clemens, and says that it was by divine revelation the 
thing came to Peter’s knowledge; all which expressions 
are allowed to be inconsistent with the supposition that 
Peter was then with Mark, and neither Jerome nor 
Epiphanius, nor any subsequent Father, has ever pre- 
tended to say he was. Thus, in no way can it be shown 
that Clemens Alexandrinus lends the slightest counte- 
nance to the story about Peter’s having left the East. 


XVII. 

Caius (a.d. 218), an ecclesiastical writer and a Roman, 
makes nearly the same statement as Irenajus. lie says 
that our Lord’s apostles founded the church of Rome ; 
and from this it is inferred, as in the case of Irenajus, 
that Peter (although here his name is not even men- 
tioned) must have come from Jerusalem into Europe 
before he went to Babylon. 

Caius seems to have been boasting of the genuineness 
of his church, and of the veneration in which the apostles 
were held at Rome — veneration so great that there seem 
to have been already two sets of monuments erected to 
their memory in that city ; one(the original one, no doubt) 
in the catacombs, the entrance of which was between the 
Via Appia, and the road to Ostia; the other on Mount 
Vaticanus, where the churches were first built as soon as 
they were allowed to be built above the ground. The work 
of Caius is lost, but his words on this point are preserved 
by Eusebius (ii. 25), who remarks that the two parts of 
Rome, here mentioned by Caius as having trophies of 
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our Lord’s apostles in the beginning of the 3rd century, 
were the same as those in which two handsome temples 
had just been placed by the Emperor Constiintine, in 
the beginning of the 4th, in each of which buildings 
Sylvester, the bishop of Rome at that time, had just 
deposited equal portions of some supposed relics that he 
possessed of St. Peter and St. Paul. “ Caius speaks thus,” 
says Eusebius, “ of the places in which Paul’s and Peter’s 
relics have been deposited : ‘ I can show you the trophies 
— the martyrs’ monuments — erected to the memory of 
our Lord’s apostles ; for if you go to the hill called V ati- 
canus, or even to the road that leads to the harbour 
of Ostia, you will be able to find the trophies — the 
victorious records of those by w'hom this church w'as 
founded.’” 

In the Greek text (as I have said) there is no special 
mention whatever of St. Peter, of the importance of 
which omission the Roman clergy are very sensible ; for 
some of the more zealous of them boldly introduce his 
name when they quote these words. He is, nevertheless, 
unquestionably included among the rest of the apostles, 
all of whom are represented in the Roman Martyrolo- 
gies as having had trophies — as having borne witness 
to the faith, either in their lives or in their deaths, and 
are so described by Eusebius himself in his Commen- 
tary on the Psalms. For even St. John’s tomb, when- 
ever it was constructed anywhere, had the “ trophy,” or 
emblems of martyrdom upon it, in consequence of all he 
sutFeredin his lifetime (Rev. i. 9), although it is univer- 
sally admitted that he died a natural death at Ephesus. 
Eusebius says, on Psalm Ixxi. : “ Every one of the 
apostles had a different termination aUotted to his testi- 
mony.” iroiKiXor UTTf/itii'E TO TOO fiafirvpiov TtXoc. (He 
does not, however, say as Father Butler supposes, in his 
Life of St. Thomas, that every one of them died in 
consequence of the testimony he afforded) ; and Mont- 
faucon, the eminent Benedictine editor of that work, 
says : “ It is now generally admitted that all the apostles 
underwent some land of martyrdom,” (apostolos omnes 
pro Christo passos esse.) the apostles are also 
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often spoken of in the Fathers as having “trophies ” at 
Kome. “ There is there,” says St. Jerome, in one of 
his letters to Marcella, “ there is there a holy church. 
There are there trophies of the apostles and of the 
martyrs." And again, in his Commentary on the For- 
tieth Chapter of Ezekiel, he says : “ When I was a boy, 
and pursuing my studies at Rome, I used to go on Sun- 
days with other boys of the same disposition to visit the 
sepulchres of the apostles and the martyrs, and frequently 
went into the catacombs.” The Roman clergy would 
not, I think, pretend to assume that the only apostles 
meant in such passages are Peter and Paul, the two 
patron saints of the Roman church ; but even if they do, 
even if we must understand that Caius meant to exclude 
the other eleven apostles from all share in the foundation 
of that church, and to speak of Peter and Paul as the 
only apostles who had trophies at Rome, we have already 
seen, in the section on Irenaeus, that this supposition, 
strained as it is, affords not the slightest reason for 
thinking that Peter ever was in Europe. We have seen 
that his part in the foundation of that church might as 
well have been performed in the East as Paul’s, and that 
(as Baronius long ago acknowledged) the scriptural ac- 
count of the foundation of the churches is utterly at 
variance with the theory of those few who hold that 
Peter must have been present in every city in the 
foundation of whose church he was considered, to have 
a share. 

There is a second argument founded upon these 
words of Caius, one which is scarcely, indeed, defended by 
any Roman Catholic writer that I have met with ; but as 
the point which the Roman clergy think so important 
about Peter’s not having been put to death at Babylon, 
where he himself speaks of his martyrdom as at hand, is 
supposed to gain an air of probability in the eyes of the 
' general reader from this argument, they put forward 
that portion of the passage wth more emphasis than, in 
reference to this question, it is entitled to. The argu- 
ment is this: As Peter’s trophy, or martyr’s tomb, 
(fiapTvpiof,) was at Rome, some of his relics must have 
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been there ; and, as his relics were there, he must have 
been put to death there. Why should his body, or any por- 
tion of it, have been there, (ask the uninitiated,) if he was 
not put to death there ? Why should his trophy be tliere, 
if his body, or some portion of it was not? It will be seen 
from the following quotations, that trophies, or martyr’s 
monuments, were constantly erected in cities where 
those to whose memory they were erected had neither 
lived nor died; that the bodies of martyrs were con- 
stantly removed to cities and places at a very great 
distance from the scene of their martyrdoms, and trophies 
there erected to their memory ; and that it was no un- 
usual thing for a martyrium, or martyr’s tomb, to have 
no body, or even part of a body, in it. All which points 
are fully acknowledged by all the Roman clergy. It 
■will be seen, for instance, that there was a trophy of St. 
Stephen’s at Ancona, not very far from Rome, con- 
structed immediately after his martyrdom, which took 
place in the East, and that neither his body, nor any 
])art of it, was deposited beneath this trophy. It will 
be seen that St. Peter had another trophy at Constanti- 
nople, at the very time Eusebius was writing, and that 
no portion of Peter’s body was there. We shall find, 
also, that the trophy of St. Laurentius was at Ravenna, 
although his body was not there, and although it was 
not there that he had been put to death ; that St. Andrew, 
Peter’s brother, had a trophy at Constantinople, and that 
his remains were lying there in Eusebius’s time, although 
it was at a distance of some hundred miles from that 
city that he was murdered ; and that, among numberless 
other cases of this description, Ignatius had his trophy 
at Antioch, with all that could be saved of his body 
placed beneath it, immediately after his martyrdom, 
which, it is well known, took place at Rome, it is no 
wonder, therefore, that the Roman clergy do not consider 
a trophy as any proof of the locality of a martyrdom, 
and that, as we shaU see, even St. Augustine acknow- 
ledged it to be a matter of considerable uncertainty 
whether St. Peter’s body was at Rome at all. 

The following is the account given by Eusebius of the 
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magnificent martyrium, or martyr’s tomb, built by Con- 
stantine, at Constantinople, to the memory of all our 
Lord’s a|X)8tles, about the same time as he rebuilt Peter’s 
martyrium at Rome. The account occurs in the fourth 
book of the life of that emperor by Eusebius. 

“ Chap. Iviii. — On the Building of the Martyrium 
(Maf)Tup(oi') of the Apostles at Constantinople. 

“ After this he (the Emperor Constantine) proceeded 
to erect the martyrium to the memory of the apostles, in 
the city called by his OAvn name. It was he who carried 
the whole of the sacred temple to its immense height, 
and brilliantly decorated it, by covering it from the foun- 
dation to the very roof with all kinds of coloured stones, 
in a sort of Mosaic work. He also made the ceiling of 
the lightest kind of filigree, richly gilt. The roof which 
protected the structure from the weather, was of copper 
instead of tiles; and this also was profusely gilt, so as 
to dazzle one when the sun shone on it; and a sort of 
traeeiy, of copper and gold, beautifully carved, was 
placed all round the dome. 

“ Chap, lix — A further description of the same Mar- 
tyrium. 

“ The temple was thus magnificently adorned by 
the emperor; and there was around it an uncovered 
space of great extent, without any buildings in it. In a 
quadrangular form round this, there ran a piazza, which 
enclosed this area for the temple ; and national buildings, 
laid out in baths and caravansaries for pilgrims, extended 
all along this piazza, besides several other apartments for 
the use of those who were in charge of the place.” 

“ Chap. lx. — That he also erected his own monument 
in it. 

“ All these structures the emperor consecrated, for the 
purpose of perpetuating among all men the memory of 
the apostles of our Lord. He had, however, another 
object; one at first unknown, but afterwards evident to 
every one. He prepared a place there for himself when 
he should die, intending, with an extraordinary amount 
of Christian fervour, that his relics should participate, 
after death, in the designation of the church as that of tlie 
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apostles ; so that after this life he might, as it were, profit 
by tlie prayers which, out of honour to the ajjostles, would 
be offered up to the ^Vlmighty in that place. He there- 
fore constructed there twelve tombs — sacred monu- 
ments — to the honour and memory of all our Lord’s 
apostles, and placed a coffin for himself in the middle of 
them, so that six of the apostles were deposited (or 
lay) on each side of it. He thus wisely provided a 
place, as I have said, where his body, after this life, was 
to rest ; but he arranged these things, and consecrated 
this temple to the apostles long beforehand, in the hope 
that while he lived it would promote his eternal welfare 
to honour their memory in this way.” 

St. Chrysostom, the archbishop of Constantinople, 
(for Constantinople, llabylon, Jerusalem, Alexandrisi, 
and Antioch, were aU archbishoprics,) often afterwards 
alludes to this as St. Peter’s tomb, or trophy to which 
great multitudes of pilgrims came ; and considers, that by 
its construction Constantinople was, Avith regard to this 
apostle, placed upon exactly the same footing as Rome. 
In his 26th Homily, on 2 Corinth., {vol. x. p. 741, 
Benedictine Edition^ 1834,) after speaking of the tombs 
of our Lord’s apostles in some cities as surpassing in 
sfdendour the residences of the emperors, he goes on 
thus : — “ For he who wears the purple goes to those mo- 
numents to kiss them, and, putting aside his ornaments, 
begs of the saints to intercede for him with God, (this 
was in the fifth century.) Yes, crowned though he be, 
he entreats the dead fisherman and the tent-maker to 
be his friends : . . . . and this is to be seen, not only at 
Rome, but at Constantinople. For at Constantinojile 
the son of the great Constantine thought that he con- 
ferred a high honour on his father when he deposited his 
body in the vestibule of the fisherman ; so that the em- 
perors perfonned in their sepulchre that office for the 
fishermen which the door-keepers performed in the 
palaces for the emperors.” And again, to the same 
effect, in his Homily “ Quod Christus sit Deus,” {vol. i. 
p. 697,) speaking of the veneration in which our Lord’s 
apostles were everywhere held, and especiaUy in the two 
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great capitals of the empire, the archbishop says : — “ See 
how it is at Koine ; the emperors, the consuls, the generals, 
leave all their state and repair to the tombs of the 
fisherman and the tent-maker ; and, at Constantinople, 
those who wore the crown thought it a happy thing to 
have their bodies buried, not even close to the apostles, 
but in the space outside their doors, and thus the em- 
perors became thenceforth the doorkeepers of the fisher- 
men. And agiiin, in his Homily “ Against the Games 
and Theatres,” on the occasion of a great storm which 
occurred at Constantinople, three days before he was 
speaking, he says: — “Prayers were offered up to the 
Almighty, and our whole city rushed to where the 
apostles were, and took refuge with the holy Peter and 
and his blessed brother Andrew, that apostolic union, 
with Paul also and Timothy. And when the storm was 
over, Ave (the inhabitants of Constantinople) boldly 
traversed the floods, and ran to the leaders of the 
apostles — to Peter, the foundation of the faith — to Paul, 
the vessel of election, — celebrating a spiritual festival, 
and proclaiming their contests and their trophies.” 
The Benedictine editors suppose Chrysostom here to 
allude, in the second clause, to a second martyrium of 
St. Peter’s, on the other side of the Bosphorus, Avithin 
the archbishopric. It is unnecessary to add, that no 
one ever considered Peter to have been put to death in 
any part of the Bosphorus, and but very few that his 
body Avas deposited in any of the martyr’s tombs that 
Avere erected in that neighbourhood to his memory. 

Nor did St. Augustine consider that a martyrium im- 
plied the presence of the martyr’s body. With all his 
enthusiasm for the church at Home, he does not scruple 
to mention it as a mere saying and an uncertainty that 
Peter’s reliquiaj were l^ing at Rome, although there never 
Avas a doubt that this apostle had one of his martyria 
Avith its trophy there from the very earliest period, 
Avhether as a little oratory in the catacombs, or as a 
stately church upon the V atican Hill. “ Men speak,” 
says St. Augustine, “ as if Peter’s relics Avere at Rome 
or, “ It is said that Peter’s relics are at Rome.” (Jacet 
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Petri corpus Rom®, dicdnt homines. Serm. 296.) 
Would he have used such an expression if it were an 
ascertained fact that Peter’s body had been deposited at 
Rome, or even if it were supposed that the martyrium 
implied the relics? He also states in the most unreserved 
and open manner that in his day Laurentius the mart} r 
had a martyr’s tomb at Ravenna, though he was not 
put to death there (Laurentii memoria apud Ravennam. 
Serm. 322), but that the remains of this martyr were at 
that verj’^ time deposited at Rome (Laurentii corpus 
Romffijacet. Serm. 296.) 

The foregoing quotations are sufficient to show us how 
little the erection of an apostle’s martyrium or trophy in 
a city had, in the judgment of the fathers, to do with his 
having been put to death there, or even with the presence 
there of the smallest portion of the body. Let us now 
attend to the opinions and statements of the Roman 
clergy on this subject. 

Baronins says in his Index : “ The least fragment of 
the relics of any saint is equivalent to the entire of that 
saint’s body.” (Minima pars reliquiarum alicujus sancti 
eandem vim habet quam totum corpus.) And again 
(a.d. paragraph 15): “ As there is in the smallest 
portion of any martyr’s relics the same efficacy as there 
would be in his whole body, the body of one martyr was 
usually divided into several small portions, and was thus 
placed under different altara; for in the martyria, or 
temples of the martyrs, the altars are their tombs. And 
doubtless it was from the various minute portions of the 
body being dispersed in different places, and having in 
each the same efficacy as if they were all there together, 
that the body of one and the same martyr was supposed 
to be deposited in several different cities; a mistake 
which we may well excuse, as it arose not from human 
imposture but from the divine bounty; for each city 

IMAGINED ITSELF POSSESSED OF THE MARTYR’S BODY, ON 
ACCOUNT OF THE TROPHY OR TOMB ERECTED in consequence 
of this efficacy; and, as we have said, the tomb was 
always the altar of the martyr’s oratory, or martyrium, 
as it was called in the Greek language.” (Cum igitur 
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eandem virtutem in exigu^ parte reliquiarum martyris, 
qu£e in toto sit coq>ore, inessc, experimento ipse (Gre- 
gorius Nazianzenes) testetur; inde evenit ut corpus 
unius martyris in plures interdum partes dividi soleret, 
recondique in diversis altaribus, qua) sepulchra sunt 
martyrum ; indeque fortasse accidit ut cum unius ejus- 
demque martyris diversis in locis reliquia) conditae habe- 
rentur, et seque ac si integrum corpus ubique borum 
locorum conditum csset, eadem mirucula sint operatm, 
unius ejusdemque martyris corpus diversis in locis haberi 
dicatur. Tolerabilis error cui non hominum impostura, 
sed exuberans divina largitas praebuit occasionem ; dum 
quod, ob virtutis prtestantiam, divei'sis in locis sit unius 
ejusdemque martyris erecta memoria, vcl excitatum se- 
pulchrum (quod esse consue\'it sacnim altare) quisque 
apud se corpus illius habere est opinatus. a.d. 55, 
paragraph 15 ;) where see much more to the same effect. 

We here see, upon the authority of the Roman church 
herself that martyrs’ tombs were built, and the bodies 
of martyrs constantly supposed to be in cities where the 
martyrs did not suffer, and where there was nothing 
more than some very small portion of their bodies, or of 
something belonging to them; and this, the cardinal 
tells us, was quite usual. The following quotations will 
afford the general reader some illustrations of it. lie 
will also see from them that nothing was of more ordi- 
nary occurrence than to remove the whole of the remains 
from the country of the martyrdom to very distant 
places, either after the lapse of years, or immediately 
upon the martyrdom having taken place, and to erect 
trophies over them, — for the trophy was the palm-leaf, 
the cross, &c., placed upon the monument of the martyr. 

We learn from the venerable Bede, (who is a 
canonized saint of the Roman church,) that the remains 
(he uses the word denoting the whole of the remains,) 
of St. Peter, together with those of other martyrs who 
had trophies at Rome, were deposited at Canterbury, 
A.D. 656, a fact which does not appear to be generally 
known. Yet we have Pope Vitalian’s letter to king 
Oswy of England, which accompanied these remains to 
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our shores; and Baronins does not attempt to deny 
the truth of the account nor the authenticity of the 
letter. He says, as might be expected, very little on 
the subject; neither whether they were ever returned, 
nor whether it was all or oidy a part of each saint that 
was sent. The pope writes thus : “ We have ordered 
the blessings of the Saints — for so we call the remains 
(reliquias) — of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul, and 
of the holy martyrs (not apostles) St. Lawrence, St. 
John, and St. Paul, St. Gregory, and St. Pancras, to be 
delivered to your messengers, (who are also the bearers 
of this, our letter, ) to be by them again delivered faith- 
fully to your Highness. For even to your royal consort, 
our spiritual daughter, we have by the aforesaid mes- 
sengers sent," &c. &c. {Hist. Ecctes. iii. 29.) Father 
Butler adds, (upon what authority he does not say,) 
“ that it was only a portion of St. Pancras’s body tnat 
was sent to England upon this occasion.” 

St. Andrew, the brother of St. Peter, is believed by 
the Roman clerg}'^ to have suffered his martyrdom at 
Patne, in Peloponnesus. After stating this, Butler (in 
his Lives of the Saints) thus proceeds : “ The body of 
St. Andrew was translated from Patrro to Constanti- 
nople, A.D. 357, together with those of St. Luke and St. 
Timothy, and deposited in the church of the apostles, 
which Constantine the Great had built a little before. 
.... The churches of Milan, Nola, Brescia, and some 
other places, were at the same time enriched with small 
voRTioNS of these relics, as we are informed by St. 
Ambrose, St. Gaudentius, St. Paulinus, and others. 
When the city of Constantinople was taken by the 
French, Cardinal Peter, of Capua, brought the relics 
of St. i\ndrew thence into Italy, and deposited them in 
the cathedral of Amalphi, where they still remain.” 
Butler also writes thus (in his article on Luke): 
“ St. Hippolytus says, St. Luke was crucified at Ela;a, in 

Peloponnesus, near Achaia The bones of St. 

Luke were translated from Patraj, in Achaia, a.d. 357, 
by order of the Emperor Constantins, and deposited in 
the church of the Apostles at Constantinople, together 
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with those of St. Andrew and St. Timothy. On the 
occasion of this translation, some distribution was made 
of the relics of St. Luke. St. Gaudentius procured a 
part for his church at Brescia; St. Paulinus possessed a 
portion in St. Felix’s church at Nola, and with a part 
enriched a church which he built at Fondi. The mag- 
nificent church of the Apostles at Constantinople was 
built by Constantine the Great, whose body was de- 
posited in the porch, in a chest of gold, the twelve 
apostles standing round his tomb. When this church 
was repaired, by an order of Justinian, the masons found 
three wooden chests or coffins, in which, as the inscrip- 
tions proved, the bodies of St. Luke, St. Andrew, and 
St. Timothy were interred. Baronius mentions that 
the head of St. Luke was brought by St. Gregory from 
Constantinople to Rome, and laid in the church of his 
monastery of St. Andrew. Some of his relics are kept 
in the great Grecian monastery on Mount Athos, in 
Greece.” 

Baronius (in his Annals, a.d. 637, paragraph 1,) says: 
“ It is certain that at this time several bodies of saints, 
both martyrs and confessors, were brought into Europe 
and placeu in different cities, either at Rome or Venice, 
or elsewhere. There is a general report that Ignatius’s 

remains were then brought to Rome from Antioch 

Moreover, St. Mark’s body was brought over at a still 
later period to Venice from Alexandria.” 

We have an account in Butler’s “ Lives of the Saints,” 
of five of the martyria (memorias, or oratories) that were 
erected to the memory of St. Stephen in places at various 
distances from Jerusalem, in which city he was put to 
death ; in the earliest and most famous of which it will 
be seen that there was no portion whatever of St. 
Stephen’s body. This writer states that Stephen was 
not buried at Jerusalem, where he was stoned, but at a 
place about twenty m’des from Jerusalem, called Caphar- 
gamala, or borough of Gamaliel ; that after Stephen was 
stoned by the Jews, outside the north gate of Jerusalem, 
his body was left exposed one day and one night upon 
the .spot where he died ; that Gamaliel, who instructed 
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Paul, the apostle, in the law, had it carried off in the 
night-time to Caphargamala, where he lived, and that lie 
had it interred there, twenty miles from the scene of the 
martyrdom; that it was discovered there a.d. 415, for 
the first time, and part of it at once taken possession of 
by the archbishop of Jerusalem, as it was found in his 
diocese, the rest being left in the martyrium at Caphar- 
gamula. 

Butler then proceeds thus : “ The relics of this saint 
( Stephen) were soon dispersed in many places. Portions 
of them were brought with great devotion into Europe 
and Africa. Avitus, a Spanish priest, who then lived in 
Palestine, obtained of Lucian (the priest of Caphar- 
gamala), out of the part which he had reserved for him- 
self, some of the dust of the flesh, and a little portion of 
the small bones of the martyr, which he sent to Pal- 
conius, bishop of Braga (in Spain), his native place.” 

Again : “ Some of the martyr’s blood contained in a 
vial, and some small fragments of his bones, which 
certain monks had procured from Palestine, arrived at 
Uzalis, in Africa; and before the onitory of the relics of 
St. Stephen, at Uzalis, was placed a veil on which the 
saint was painted carrj'ing a cross upon his shoidders.” 
These relics, we hear, performed great cures, and at- 
tracted immense pilgrimages of the faithful. 

Butler also mentions that at Calama, another city of 
Africa, in Numidia, there was another martyrium or 
chapel of St. Stephen, enriched with some of his relics, 
the cures effected by which are almost incredible. 

Butler also writes thus: “The church of Hippo (in 
Africa), was enriched with a portion of these relics, a.d. 
425. St. Augustine (the bishop of Hippo), in his 317th 
sermon, says those relics consisted of a little dust into 
which his sacred flesh was reduced, shut up in a case. 
An altar was there raised, not to St. Stephen, but to God, 
over the relics of St. Stephen.” 

And thus: “ St. Augustine relates (sermon 323), that 
a certain person, who was present at the martyrdom of 
St. Stephen, picked up one of the stones that had struck 
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the martyr’s arm, and brought it afterwards to Ancona, 
in Italy, where from that time there began to be there a 
trophy or memorice, as it was called — that is, an oratory, 
of St. Stephen’s, says that Father. When the Christians 
had the liberty to erect churches, a famous one, in honour 
of St. Stephen, was built on this account, near Ancona, 
which is mentioned by St. Gregory.” Pilgrims innumer- 
able from all parts of Christendom flocked to this shrine. 

The only other case I shall mention is that of Ignatius. 
“ He arrived at Rome the 20th of December,” says 
Butler in his Life, “ the last day of the public entertain- 
ments. He was hurried into the amphitheatre. Two 
fierce lions being let out upon him, they instantly de- 
voured him, leaving nothing of his body but the larger 
bones .... His bones were taken up and carried to 
Antioch, and there laid in a chest as an inestimable trea- 
sure. They were first laid in the cemeterj^ outside the 
Daphnitic gate (of Antioch), but in the reign of 
Theodosius the Younger, a.d. 438, were translated 
thence with great pomp to a church in the city, which 
had been a temple of Fortune, but from this time bore 
his name. They are now at Rome. The regular canons 
at Arouaise, near Bapaume, in Artois, the Benedictine 
monks at Liesse, in Ilaynault, and some other churches, 
have obtained each some bone of this glorious martyr. 
His martyrdom happened a.d. 107.” 

Baronins says : “ When Ignatius had undergone his 
martyrdom in the theatre at Rome, his body was imme- 
diately conveyed to Antioch, from city to city, upon the 
shoulders of the faithful,” (a.d. bb, paragraph 17,) and 
this fact is stated or alluded to in many of the Fathers. 

Thus we see that the Roman clergy do not consider 
that the mere circumstance of Peter’s having had a 
inartyrium or oratory at Rome, was the slightest reason 
for supposing that he was put to death there (whatever 
other reason they may have for thinking so), and that 
(as St. Augustine tells us) it was not even a reason for 
supposing that his body, or any portion of his body, was 
lying there. 
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The Correspondent in the Times goes farther than any 
other commentator on this passage of the witer Caius. 
lie is not satisfied with suggesting that there may have 
been relics beneath the trophies. He boldly says, that 
Caius here states that it was the Vatican hill that was 
the depository of Peter’s, and that the Ostian road was 
the place allotted to St. Paul’s ! — a distinction of which 
there is not the slightest trace in the original, in which 
it is not even said that there were any portions at all 
of the bodies of the apostles beneath their trophies at 
Rome. 


XVIII. 

St. IIiPPOLYTUSabout (A.D.250),an eastern bishop, it is not 
kno>vn exactly of what place, is supposed to be described 
in a little jxjem by Prudentius, a Spanish poet, in the 
fifth century, as speaking of “ Peter’s chair,” but without 
saying anything that would lead us to suppose that he 
thereby meant either the Roman or any one other local 
church, or, in fact, in any way connecting the name of 
Rome with it ; and this Raronius brings forward as satis- 
factory, nay, as “ brilliant” evidence of Peter’s having 
made a journey into Europe, either before or after he 
went to Babylon. 

In the first place, however, it is to be observed, that 
the testimony is that only of Prudentius, in the fifth 
century, and not at all that of St. Hippolytus in the 
third, who said nothing whatever on the subject in his 
works. In the second place, the words occur in a Latin 
poem, written in metre, without the slightest pretension 
to historical accuracy. Thirdly, the words “ Let no 
faith flourish but that which Peter’s chair and Paul 
preserve,” (Prud. in Peristeph. 11,) do not even suggest 
Rome, or the church there, except to the mind already 
irresistibly imbued with the misconception, — as the same 
words are, we have seen, constantly applied to number- 
less other churches. Fourthly, even if it was the local 
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church at Rome only, and not the whole church of Christ 
that was meant here by the expression, that Avould 
evidently not prove that Peter had been in Europe, as 
we know that the church of Carthage was called “ Peter’s 
chair,” though Peter never was at Carthage, and that 
Alexandria was called the “ chair,” as well as the “ see 
of St. Peter,” although Peter never was in Egypt ; nay, 
that in the very time of Prudentius, Canterbury was 
called “Peter’s chair,” although Peter never was in 
England. But, fifthly^ even if all this were otherwise, 
ahnost every writer admits that the Hippolytus men- 
tioned by Prudentius was some priest of that name, and 
not the bishop. Nor is that all. Baronius himself, 
upon another occasion, acknowledged that it was very 
evident to him that the poet had confounded three very 
different persons under the same name, — a priest, a 
bishop, and a soldier ! “ It must not be forgotten,” says 

the cardinal, on the Roman Martyrology, “that this 
writer has confounded together three persons named 
Hippolytus, — a soldier, a priest, and a bishop, — and that 
he has related, as of one party, the acts of the three.” 
IIow, then, could anything said by the Hippolytus of 
this poem be laid before an enlightened public as having 
been said by St. Hippolytus the bishop ? 


XIX. 

An Anonymous Author (in Eusebius, v. 28, and placed 
by Baratier in the early part of the third century) 
speaks of a person as being “the thirteenth hishop of 
Rome from the times of the apostle Peter.” It is thence 
inferred, but I must say, only W those who are inex- 
perienced in the language of the Fathers, that the apostle 
Peter must have been bishop of Rome, and therefore 
that he must have lived there. 

In reply to this argument for Peter’s having left 
the East, it is sufficient to state that all the ecclesiastical 
historians date the transactions of the churches from 
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the apostles, without thereby meaning to imply that the 
apostle.9 were bishops of those churches. St. Theodoret 
begins his “Ecclesiastical History” ivith this remark : “As 
Eusebius began his history from the blessed apostles, to 
record all that occurred in the churches until the reign 
of Constantine, I shall begin my work from the end of 
his.” And this account of the expression is admitted 
by all the Roman-catholic commentators. Camiinus 
Fimianus, royal professor of theology at Naples, and 
to whom we are indebted for a very fine edition of 
the works of archbishop De Marca, writes as follows, 
in the preface to the fourth volume of that work : 
“ When Eusebius says that any one was third or sixth 
bishop of Rome ‘ after Peter and Paul,’ or ‘ from the 
apostles,’ he does not mean that these apostles, or that all 
the apostles, were bishops of Rome. That all the apostles 
who lived at Jerusalem were bishops of Jerusalem, is 
what nobody thought. Eusebius himself did not think 
so; for he considered only James to be its bishop. 
Nevertheless, this very Eusebius says that Narcissus 
was the thirteenth bishop of Jerusalem from the apostles. 
St. Jerome in his catalogue of ecclesiastical writers, 
says that James was the bishop of Jerusalem after the 
apostles. Now, as it is agreed on all hands that the 
apostles were not bishops of Jerusalem, and that only 
James was so, it necessarily follow's that neither the 
expression ‘ from the ajwstles,’ nor the expression ‘ after 
the apostles,’ is any reason for supposing that the apostles 
were bishops of Jerusalem. And by a like process of 
reasoning (pari modo), when Eusebius says that any one 
was bishop of Rome ‘after Peter and Paul,’ or third, 
fifth, seventh, ‘from the apostles,’ it is not from such 
expressions that we can infer the episcopal character of 
these apostles.” Valesius also acknowledges that how- 
ever frequently Eusebius used this language with refer- 
ence to Rome, he never meant to imply in it, that any 
of the apostles was a bishop of that church. Valesius 
writes thus : “ Irenajus and Eusebius say that Peter and 
I’aul laid the first foundations of the church of Rome, 
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Imt they nowhere reckon them among the bishops of 
that church.” (Eos in Episcoporum orcline nequaqcam 
recensent. Valesius on Euseh. iii. 21.) And again, — 
“ It must not be forgotten that Eusebius never speaks 
of any of the apostles as a bishop.” (Sciendum est Eu- 
sebiam apostolos in ordine Episcoporum minime nume- 
rare ut supra notavi. Ibid.) As it is admitted, therefore, 
by the Roman Catholics, that the phrase in question docs 
not involve the supposed sense, it cannot he inferred 
from it, in any case, that Peter lived at Rome. And 
that Peter’s name, as so often elsewhere, is above em- 
ployed by this anonymous writer to represent all the 
apostles, and not Peter alone, is proved W Eusebius 
(iv. 5), where, in a clause exactly parallel, Telesphonis 
is said to be “ the eighth bishop of Rome from the 
apostles.” He even says (iv. 1) that “Primus was the 
fourth bishop from the apostles at Alexandria;” where 
not one of the apostles ever was. 

But over and above all this, with which every classical 
scholar is well acquainted, and which will be further 
illustrated in the fifth section on Eusebius, Cardinal Bel- 
larmine very honestly and ingenuously acknowledges that 
Peter’s being considered bishop of Rome would not be a 
legitimate indication of his having ever resided in that 
city. Several persons whom Bellarmine enumerates, 
and whose names will be found in another page, were, 
this cardinal reminds us, spoken of and considered as 
the bishops at Rome, although, as he truly adds, they 
never in their lives had even seen Rome; and w'e know 
that with respect to Asiatic bishoprics, a similar practice 
still prevails in the Roman church. I cite Bellarmine 
here, not because I have any doubt as to whether the 
Roman-catholic reader will consider what has been 
above said abundantly sufficient to show the utter 
emptiness of the alleged testimony, but because it is im- 
portant that he should be made to see the miserable 
shifts (if they will pardon me the expression) to which 
his clergy are reduced in their efforts — conscientious 
efforts it may often be — to show that Peter was sup- 
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posed by tlie ancients to have been in person at Rome. 
To do this in the present case they are compelled to 
ignore the most ordinary usages of their church, and 
the most ordinary principles of patristic phraseology. 


XX. 

Sextus Julius Africanus, the Avriter of a chronology, 
(about A.D. 250,) is supposed to have said in his work, 
now lost, that Peter Avas put to death at Rome. The 
grounds of this supposition, as stated by Baratier, are 
that a barbarous Avriter of a much later period, or a 
writer named Barbarus, (for it is not known Avhich,) has 
left us a chronology, consisting of extracts from the 
similar works of Sextus J ulius Africanus, Eusebius, and 
others ; and that as this Avriter, “ Barbarus,” mentions 
something about Peter’s having been put to death at 
Rome, Avhich is not mentioned in Eusebius, he must 
therefore have taken this from Sextus Julius Africanus! 
Tliis is one of the testimonies of young Baratier, do 
scribed by the Correspondent in the limes as Constituting 
“thorough proof.” I need only reply, Avhat is obvious to 
every one, that “ Barbarus” may have taken his statement 
from some of the other and much later Avriters to whom 
he had access, and from Avhom Scaliger, his only editor, 
says that he gave extracts. 


XXL 

Tertullian (about a.d. 250), a priest of Carthage, 
who is admitted on all hands to Avrite in a highly figura- 
tive and turgid style, Avith Rome intervening between 
him and the church of Jerusalem, and who naturally 
sought to array in every kind of attractive imagery that 
one of the first churches toAvhich, purely on account (as 
he himself says,) of its proximity, Carthage was in the 
habit of appealing in her controversies, makes two meta- 
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phorical allusions to St. Peter’s scriptural connexion 
with the chtirch of Rome. In one of these the apostle 
is said to have baptized in the Gentile rivers, and there- 
fore in the Tyber ; in the other to have been a martyr 
in the Gentile as well as Jewish churches, and therefore 
(as the Roman clergy understand the passage) to have 
died in the church of Rome. It is supposed that this 
language of TertuUian is much more to be depended on 
for Peter’s history than those passages in Scripture in 
which we read of the apostle’s special mission to the 
countries in which there were most Jews, and of his 
residence at Babylon, when his martyrdom was at hand, 
— and this, although up to this time (the middle of the 
third century) no writer of any kind had called in ques- 
tion the scriptural account of his mission or his death. 

The character given by the Roman clergy of Ter- 
tullian’s manner of expressing himself is as follows: 
“ He was (says Father Dupin) of a very quick, sprightly, 
and sharp temper; but he had not all that exactness 
and clearness that might have been wished. He often 
stretches things too far. He is warm and transported 
almost upon everything. He is full of figures and 
hyperboles. If he does not persuade by his reasonings, 
he at least forces consent by that pompous way of ex- 
pression whereby he sets them out.” “ As to Tertullian’s 
style,” says Father Ceillier, “ it cannot be denied that it is 
harsh, unpolished, obscure, and sometimes too inflated,” 
(trop enfle.) We surely are entitled to take some ac- 
count of so very marked a style of composition. 

On one occasion when this writer is insisting, with his 
usual vehemence, that it is unimportant as to what water 
we are baptized in, and that there is no difference in this 
respect between the Jewish and the Gentile river — be- 
tween John the Baptist, who was restricted to the Jordan, 
and the twelve apostles of our Lord, who had all the 
rivers of the earth before them (Matt, xxviii. 19)— he 
puts the matter briefly thus : “ Can there be any differ- 
ence between those whom John baptized in the Jordan 
and Peter in the Tyber?” {De Baptism, c. 4.) No 
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reader of history, no sincere inquirer after religious 
truth, will look upon such a passage as in itself a plain 
indication that Peter was supposed to have come into 
Europe. It may lead such a person to inquire whether 
it was supposed that Peter had done so ; but it will not 
lead him to conclude that Tertullian certainly understood 
he hiid. Every one will admit that the same worda 
might have been used in a metaphorical sense, and that 
if Peter’s disciples baptized in the Tyber, it was in effect 
the same thing as if Peter himself had done so. But 
besides all this, which is so obvious to the most careless 
reader, Tertullian himself, though fond of metaphor, and 
perhaps exactly because he was so, often takes more 
pains not to have this style of writing misunderstood 
than more prosaic writers would have done, and he does 
so here. With regard to this particular case of Peter’s 
being said to do things (tingere, &c.) in the 

different cities in whi^ there were local churches, Ter- 
tullian offers the following very appropriate remark a few 
chapters further on, in the same treatise in which the 
passage occurs that we are now considering : “ Our Lord 
came, they say, and did not baptize, (for John the 
evangelist says, although Jesus himself baptized not, but 
his disciples) as if it was meant that our Lord would 
baptize literally with his own hands (revera suismanibus 
tincturum). The expression, however, is not to be un- 
derstood in this literal way, but in the natural and 
ordinary sense of such expressions; (non utique sic in- 
telligendum est sed simpliciter, dictum, more comnuni,) 
as when we say, for instance, the emperor proclaimed a 
decree, or the governor scourged some prisoner, are we to 
suppose that it was the emperor himself, or the goyemor 
himself, who did this? Certainly not. A thing is always 
said to be done by the person through whose deputy it is 
done;” (c. 11.) and that Tertullian understood this to 
apply to those Roman converts whom Peter sent from 
Jerusalem to Rome, “ preaching the word,” is further 
proved by his adding almost immediately afterwards: 
“ I take it for granted that he who was permitted to 
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proclaim was permitted also to baptize.” (c. 14 ) So 
that not only is the expression itself opposed to the 
literal interpretation which some of the Roman clergy 
have deceived themselves into supposing it to bear, but 
Tertullian himself, who used it, warns us against that 
very interpretation. Those, therefore, if there be any, 
who still think that the words under consideration must 
mean that Peter baptized literally with his own hands in 
the Tyber, and could not possibly mean anything else, 
are bound at least to tell us upon what grounds they 
depend for this peculiar opinion. Neither Baronius nor 
Bellarmine, nor even Father M''Corr)'’, considered that 
this passage afforded any evidence. 

The other passage, in any sense that we take it, has a 
less marked reference to Rome itself. The most that can 
be made of it is to the effect that Peter died in the church 
of Rome — that he was crucified a founder of that 
CHURCH — that his martjTdom belonged to it as well as to 
any other — and from this they infer that he must have 
died wthin the very walls of the imperial city. But upon 
what principle can it be pretended that the mere fact of 
his having, m ecclesiastical language, died in the Roman 
church, necessarily implies that he must have died at 
Rome? Had the Roman church then none of its mem- 
bers, none of its founders, scattered and martyred in 
other countries? The passage is “ Happy church!” sup- 
posed to be said exclusively of the Roman Christians. 
“ Happy church ! into which, with their lives, our Lord’s 
apostles poured forth all their doctrine! In which St. 
Peter and his Master both suffered the same death ! In 
which St. Paul was decapitated as well as John the 
Baptist! and in which St. John the evangelist was ba- 
nished from Ephesus to Patraos, after rising unscathed 
from flaming oil.” (See Father M'Corry’s translation 
in the Appendix.) The unbiassed reader mil see at 
once that all this refers not to the local church of Rome, 
but to the universal church of Christ. Let us, hoAv- 
ever, first consider the passage in the limited sense in 
which the Roman clergy profess to understand it, as 
applied to the local church of Rome only. In the first 
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place, Peter was in reality, and was always spoken of as 
one of the founders of the Roman church. He was 
always therefore, especially by the Africans and Romans, 
associated with it ; and was always regarded by them in 
that light when his crucifixion is spoken of, although 
that, as he tells us, was at hand while he was at 
Babylon. When, therefore, we are told that he died in 
the Roman church, or for the Roman church (as the 
word “ ubt," in reference to “ ecclesiaj” here indicates 
either of these loose relations), what is there in such 
forms of expression to justify us in allowing ourselves to 
be thereby diverted from our steadfast faith in the plain 
narrative of our Holy Scriptures? In the second place, 
St. John the evangelist, one of the eleven who stood up 
with Peter to co-operate with him in the foundation of the 
churches, is here mentioned as having l)een banished from 
Ephesus to Patinos, in or for the Roman church, in the 
same sense and in the same way as Peter was crucified at 
Babylon, in it or for it (Felix ecclesia ubi Johannes rcle- 
gatur), a banishment most unambiguously outside tlie 
tcalLs, however much it may be regarded as within the 
churchy of Rome. St. Chrysostom, in his first Homily on 
the Epistle to the Ephesians, says of their city : “St. .John 
the evangelist resided there a long time. It was there he 
WAS WHEN HE WAS BANISHED. It was there he died. There 
also St. Paul left Timothy and in this statement of St. 
Chrysostom all the rest of the Fathers, witliout one single 
exception, acquiesce; nor do I know of any Roman- 
catholic writer who contradicts it Irenasus, Clement of 
Alexandria, Polycrates, one of the earliest bishops of 
the church of Ephesus, Origen, Eusebius, Jerome, and 
many more, mention St. John’s banishment from Ephesus 
and his return to that city ; none of them contradicting 
w'hat St. Chrysostom says, that he was at Ephesus when 
this took place — none of them saying that he ever w^as at 
Rome then or at any other time. Is it not evident, then, 
that if St. John gave his life and doctrine to the church 
of Rome, and was one of its founders (as he undoubt- 
edly was), when he was banished from Ephesus to 
Patinos, and when he died at Ephesus (as all the Roman 
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clergy admit he did), is it not evident, I say, that Peter’s 
being said to have given his life and his doctrine to the 
same church, and to have undergone his crucifixion in 
it, does not imply that it was within the walls of Rome 
that he did so? If St. John’s banishment could be said 
to have taken place in the Roman church when John 
was, as all the Fathers tell us, at Ephesus, so Peter’s 
crucifixion could have taken place in it when he was, as 
the Scriptures tell us, at Babylon. If one assertion is 
not contrary to what the Fathers say, there is no neces- 
sity for supposing that the other contradicts the Scrip- 
tures. 

All this is so evident, that scarcely any of the Roman- 
catholic writers venture to dispute it. They have, 
therefore, set up another argument upon the passage. 
They pretend, that though St. John was at Ephesus 
when he was banished to ratmos and when he returned 
from his banishment, and also that it was at Ephesus 
he died ; yet, with regard to the other occasion 
alluded to by Tertullian as having occurred prior to his 
banishment, the occasion of his having been thrown into 
flaming oil (for they understand this in a literal sense), 
there is, they pretend, mediasval evidence sufficient of 
this having occurred at Rome, and this they think is 
what Tertullian in this passage says took place there. 
But the slightest reflection — the very structure of the 
sentence, disproves that argument. For it is not “ the 
church where John’s alleged immersion took place prior 
to his banishment,” but “ the church where his banish- 
ment took place subsequent to his alleged immersion,” 
that is in question. Any locality that is supposed to be 
conveyed in the term “ church,” is strictly confined to 
the banishment only. Yet even if this were not so, — 
even if the supposedi immersion in the flaming oil were in- 
cluded with the banishment in the reference to the Roman 
church, — this leaves the above remarks untouched ; for, 
whatever else may have taken place, if John’s banish- 
ment can be said to have taken place in the Roman 
church, Peter’s crucifixion at Babylon may equally be 
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said to have taken place in it. All this is so very plain, 
that few, I think, of the more enlightened of the Roman 
clergy will now-a-days rely on such an argument for 
refuting the indications that the Scriptures give us re- 
specting the place of Peter’s martyrdom. They will 
still, no doubt, believe that there is sufficient mediaeval 
evidence for thinking that John was thrown into the 
flaming oil in a litenu sense, and that this happened (as 
the Pseudo-Prochorus, in the twelfth or thirteenth cen- 
tury, first relates) at Rome instead of Ephesus ; but they 
will not pretend to deny, that whatever else Tertullian 
says, he distinctly says “ the church in which John was 
BANISHED FROM Ephesus TO Patmos and this is all 
that it is incumbent upon me to explain, for (as I have 
so often repeated) in the same sense in which John could 
be said to have been banished from Ephesus to Patmos 
in consequence of his fidelity to the Roman Christians, 
Peter may also be said to have been, in the same cause, 
crucified at Babylon. 

I am, nevertheless, unwilling to pass over without 
notice this mediaeval legend about John’s alleged immer- 
sion in a tub of flaming oil, as I find an incredible 
amount of misconception existing as to what is said upon 
this subject in the fathers. Of its having, in a literal 
sense, occurred at all anywhere, we have no evidence of 
any kind, as Baronius reluctantly acknowledges, unless we 
regard the present passage as such, until the writings of 
the Pseudo-Prochorus in the middle ages; for Jerome, in 
his memoirs of St. John, says nothing whatever about it, 
and only mentions it elsewhere as a metaphor of Tertul- 
lian’s, in illustration of Matt. xx. 32. None of the other 
Fathers ever mention it ; nor does Tertullian himself do so 
anywhere else, except in the passage now under considera- 
tion — a universal silence which, in the case of so eminent 
an apostle as St. John, and so extraordinary an occur- 
rence, can only be accounted for by the metaphorical 
nature of the statement. And as to its being at Rome 
instead of Ephesus that John was thrown into the 
flaming oil, there is not the slightest intimation of this 
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in any of the Fathers, forTertullian does not connect oven 
the lioinan church with the event, nor does Jerome when 
he rej>eats it ; nor is there any other kind of evidence at 
all upon the subject, until the fictitious narrative of 
Prochorus made its appearance, towards the end of the 
middle ages. This fact is also candidly acknowledged 
by Baronius, (a.d. 92, paragraphs 1 and 2,) and the 
following passages, taken from this narrative of Pro- 
chorus will shoAV what the Roman clergy hold upon the 
subject, — it is given in the Bibliotheca Patrum, (vol. ii.) 
After saying that the proconsul of the Ephesians brought 
over John to Rome in chains, by the orders of Domitian, 
in consequence of complaints transmitted to the Emperor 
against him, all which matters are given in detail. Pro- 
chorus, who pretends to have been his companion the 
whole time, adds, ( chap. xi. ) — “ After these things the 
Roman senate, with the proconsul and the people of 
Rome, sat together before the Latin Gate, and ordered 
a tub full of boiling (not flaming) oil to be brought, 
into which they threw the apostle, on the day before the 
nones of May.” Then, after describing how he experi- 
enced not the slightest pain or martyrdom of any kind 
under this operation, and that, when he was taken out, 
though nearly ninety years of age, he appeared to be 
quite refreshed and invigorated by it. Prochorus pro- 
ceeds : “ Then Domitian gave orders that the proconsul 
should not make any further attempts to torture John, 
but that he should take him back to his prison, in order 
to see what was best to be done >vith him.” We are 
then informed that John had a vision, in which he was 
told, “You must go back again to Ephesus, for that 
city has still great need of you,” &c. The narrative 
then proceeds thus : — “ So we went again to live at 
liphesus ; and the rest of the idols were destroyed, and 
there was not a temple in Ephesus from which the abo- 
minations were not removed. These were some of the 
miracles performed at Ephesus by John, before he was 
sent into banishment, — ill-treated by the Jews, the 
Romans, and the Greeks, whom the devil thus excited 
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against us. Then the pontiffs and authorities of the 
E|)hesians sent another letter to Domitian as follows : — 
‘ The inhabitants of Ephesus to Domitian, the sovereign 
of the world, — We beg of you to assist us. Certain 
persons, who have come here from Judaea, named John 
and Prochorus, have taken possession of our city, dis- 
seminating a new doctrine, and destroying bj^ their 
witchcrafts the temples of the gods. We acquaint you 
with these things, in order to comply with your wish 
respecting them, for you are our Emperor.’ When the 
Emperor read this despatch, he gave orders that both the 
offenders should be banished from Ephesus, and wrote 
back as follows : — ‘ Domitian the Emperor to the autho- 
rities, and to the city of the Ephesians, — We wish those 
wicked impious wizards, John and Prochorus, to be 
banished, whom in our mercy we have endured too 
long. Therefore we order that they be banished to the 
Isle of Patinos,’ &c. ^Vhen this decree was brought to 
Ephesus, persons were sent to arrest us, I mean me. 
Prochorus, and St. John. Those who were sent were 
about one hundred, &c. At length they led us to the 
ship; and, when we got on board, orders were given that 
we should be placed in the middle of the ship, and be 
allowed, as our provisions, six ounces of bread and a 
small vessel of water, and a little vinegar. St. Jolm 
consumed two ounces of bread in the day, and one-eighth 
part of the water. He left the rest for me,” &c. “ There 
Avas afterwards a dance on board,” &c. 

Thus it is evident, that John’s being at Rome when ho 
Avas banished to Patmos, is no part of the Roman legend 
on this subject, even in the absurdest writers ; for 
although the Roman clergy accept the account given of 
St. John in these fictitious Avritings of Prochorus, they 
nevertheless frankly enough acknowledge that these 
Avritings are fictitious, and cannot be regarded as good 
authority, either of his having been at Rome, or of any 
particular respecting that supposed event. The Abbd 
Rohrbachcr evidently considered them not entitled to 
the least attention. In his “ Universal History of the 
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Church,” (vol. iv. p. 490,) he says: — “We are not told 
in what year, nor in what way, nor for what purpose, 
the apostle John should have come to Rome, when he 
was so very old.” 

Father Tillemont (a.d. 1650) says, — “The narrative 
of Prochorus is full of ridiculous fictions, and is supposed 
to have been written only about 300 years ago.” 

Cardinal Haronius says, — “ The writer of this narra- 
tive is proved to have, in many cases, ■written the grossest 
falsehoods,” (in multis mendacissimus fuisse convincitur, 
A.D. 92, paragraph 1.) 

Father Ceillier says, — “ The two books that we have 
under the name of St. Linus, about the martyrdoms of 
St. Peter and St. Paul, and the life of St. John, supposed 
to have been written by Prochorus, one of the seven 
first deacons, (.\cts vi. 5,) are compositions full of 
absurd inventions, which are not even worth being 
read.” 

The Benedictine fathers, in their Biblioth^que Sacnie, 
say : “ We have a history of St. John the livangelist, 
supposed to have been written by the Deacon Prochorus. 
But it is evidently a modem composition, and full of 
fabulous anecdotes, unworthy of the deacon whose name 
it bears.” 

I may mention here, that all the fathers speak of John’s 
banishment, whether it was a voluntary one or other- 
wise, as his martyrdom, and that they constantly speak 
of hitn as a martyr in allusion to it ; yet that by some 
singular mistake, the Roman clergy speak of his martyr- 
dom as having taken place in this ecclesiastical miracle, 
although they tell us that he was so far from suffering 
either in mind or body during its performance, that he 
seemed to have been in every way greatly refreshed 
by it. 

But to return. As I have said, our present question 
resjxjcting John exclhsively concerns his banishment 
from Fphesus, as Tertullian is supposed to have said that 
this took place with reference to the Roman church in 
the same sort of way as Peter’s crucifixion at Babylon 
might be said to have taken place with reference to the 
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same church ; and the attentive reader will see, from the 
facts to which his attention has been drawn, that there 
is not the slightest room for inferring from Tertullian’s 
passage, even as the Koman clergy understand it, that 
Peter’s death did not take place, as the Scriptures inti- 
mate, at Babylon. There is even another sense in which 
this highly figurative writer might have used the words 
in question, still supposing, as the Roman clergy pretend, 
that he does not here mean by “ ecclesia ” a comsiunity 
OF PERSONS, but some locality from which these derive 
their name. Whatever was done by the Roman govern- 
ment was constantly said to have been done at Rome, 
whether it was the union of separate provinces, the re- 
storation of dethroned princes, or any other act of govern- 
ment. I merely advert thus little to this sense, because 
although a very common one, it would involve too much 
unnecessaiy illustration here. According to it, however, 
Tertullian might have said that John was banished at 
Rome and Peter martyred there, as well as Paul be- 
headed within the very walls of that city. But are the 
Roman clergy prepared to show that Tertullian is in 
this passage s{jeaking of the Roman church at all ? Who- 
ever will be at the pains of reading the treatise in the 
original, will, I think, see that he is not ; or, that this 
is at the least a very doubtful matter, and that there 
is quite as much, if not more, reason to suppose that he 
is speaking of the whole Christian church in contradis- 
tinction to the heretics, saying that she had martyrs to 
prove the truth of what she taught — a happiness of 
which the heretics could not boast — that the local 
church of Alexandria, his own church of Carthage, and 
all the other African local churches, were in harmony 
with her, and that the heresies which sprang from this 
universal church of the apostles and the martyrs, were 
no more to be in any way identified with her than the 
wild fig-tree with the cultivated fig-tree, which, amidst 
the mysteries of nature, sprang often both from the same 
seed. The whole treatise is against the heretics of those 
times, and one of the main arguments which recurs in 
every page is the disunion of these heretics on the one 
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hand, and the universal oneness of the church of tlie 
apostles on the other. In chapter xx. he describes the 
foundation of this church in all its different localities, 
citing it as the first act of the apostles (stated in their 
“Acts,” by St. Luke), and often insists that but one 
church was then founded by the apostles everywhere. 
“ All these local bodies,” says he, “ great and many as 
tliey were, constituted that one first church founded by 
the apostles, to which one they all belonged. So that 
they were all the first church, and all apostolical, because 
they were all one church (omnes priina — una oranes) ; 
and this oneness of all these societies is proved by the 
peace, the brotherhood, the liarmony of intercourse that 
reigns among them, which conditions arise from nothing 
else but the singleness of their faith.” In chapters xxi. 
xxii. and xxiii. he reiterates this oneness of Christ’s 
church, and for the first time in the treatise mentions 
John, and Paul, and Peter as joint agents in the building 
of it, dwelling also upon the too often forgotten fact that 
Peter’s special mission was to the most Jewisli districts of 
the earth ( Petrus in circumcisionem ; Paulus in nationes). 
This oneness of “ the church” is argued in every variety 
of forms to the last page of the treatise ; nor is the term 
“ church” ever once used without some qualifying words, 
except when speaking of this one universal church. In 
chapter xxxiii. Tertullian points out how the church 
under the apostles foretold and denounced the heresies, 
and here again he names its three great martyrs and 
apostles. Paul, he says, denounced those who, like 
Marcion and Apelles, denied the resurrection ( 1 Cor. xv. 
12), and discouraged marriage (1 Tim. iv. 3). John, 
he says, denounced those who, like Marcion, “eat things 
sacrificed to idols ” (Rev. ii. 14), or, like Hebion, denied 
that Christ had “ come in the flesh.” And Peter, he 
adds, condemned the worship of the angels, which was 
among the tenets of the Gnostics. In chapter xxxiv. he 
again adverts to the church as it existed under the 
apostles, saying that it not only condemned what it 
named, but still more what it left unnamed, as these 
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were still later heresies, and “ so much the more corrupt," 
he says, “as not being even named by the apostles.” In 
chapters xxxv. and xxxvi. he again speaks of this uni- 
versal church as the anti-heretical church, saying that it 
was the true one because it was the first ; ana that it was 
the church of the apostles because it had their sanction 
while they lived, and now the sanction of those local 
bodies in which the chairs of the apostles were, i.e. (as 
he says, chapter xxxii.), the chairs in which the first 
bishops were men ordained and sent by the apostles. He 
then enumerates some of these localities, which naturally 
remind him of the three apostles he so often mentioned 
before — Koine, Philippi, &c., of Paul ; Ephesus, of John ; 
and all, of Peter, for it was by his orations that the 
apostles founded the church in most of these localities. 
He finally exclaims, “ Happy church, to which the great 
apostles gave both their doctrine and their lives,” &c., 
adding, that from this universal church of Christ the 
heresies came forth, as in nature it sometimes happened 
that what was impure sprang from what was pure. This 
is the context; the foUmving is a literal translation of 
that portion of the context immediately adjoining the 
present passage. “ Our system — the doctrine of our 
church (nostra disciplina — nostra res) is not of a later 
date than theirs (the heretics’) — nay, it is earlier, it is 
before them all. And that is the proof that it is the 
true church, for in such cases truth is always first, 
and the apostles not only did not denounce it, they 
defended it, and this is our proof that what we now 
have was theirs. For the church that the apostles did 
not condemn, as they condemned all that was not 
theirs, is thereby proved to be their own, and to have 
the sanction of their teaching and their blood. 
Refer to some of the apostolic localities, you who may 
wish to employ your curiosity to your advantage in the 
cause of your redemption, and you will see that it is as 
I tell you. Go to the cities in which the very chairs 
which the apostles founded are still occupied as they 
were, in which the verj' letters that they wrote are still 
publicly read from authentic copies, conveying to us as 
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it were the very sound of their voice, the very expres- 
sion of their features. There are plenty of these places. 
If you live next Achaia, you have the city of Corinth to 
go to ; if near Macedonia, you have the town of Philippi 
and you have Thessalonica ; if you can go so far eastward 
as Asia Minor, you have the advantage of Ephesus ; and 
if you live near Italy, you have the city of Rome, whither 
we also send up our appeals. Yes, happy — truly happy 
is that church, into which with their lives the apostles 
poured forth all their doctrine ; in which Peter and his 
divine Master both suffered the same death — in which 
Paul, like the Baptist, is beheaded — in which St. John 
the Evangelist is banished from Ephesus to Patmos (after 
coming forth unhurt from the flaming oil). Let us con- 
sider what she has learned from the apostles, what she 
has taught to us. She recognises but one God, the Cre- 
ator of the universe, and Jesus Christ his Son, born of 
the Virgin Mary; she recognises also the resurrection of 
the dead ; she unites the law and the prophets with the 
writings of the evangelists and of the apostles. From 
them she learns what she believes ; and this she seals 
with baptism — this she clothes with the Holy Spirit — 
this she sustains with the Eucharist. She exhorts all to 
steadfastness' in the trials of their faith, and receives 
no one who conforms not to this teaching. Such is the 
church which not only foretold the heresies, but out of 
which the heresies proceeded. They did not, however, 
belong to her, inasmuch as they set themselves in array 
against her. From the nut of the cultivated olive thS 
wild olive springs ; from the seed of the most delicious 
fig the empty and useless wild fig rises : and thus the 
heresies have grown out of our church. They grew 
from our fruit, yet not of the same kind as we are ; from 
the seed of truth, indeed, but untrue and wild. In order, 
then, that the truth of our principles should be seen, 
which are those that the church has handed down from 
the apostles, the apostles frcJkn Christ, and Christ from 
God, heretics must not be allowed to appeal to scripture, 
as without scripture we can prove that they have no 
right to appeal to it.” 
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It cannot appear to any one so very evident that all 
this applies to the local church of Rome. To many it 
must be evident, for various reasons, that it does not. 
No one, for instance, has pretended that it was at Rome 
that the heresies here condemned by Tertullian took their 
rise; and the Roman clergy show that they also have 
their misgivings; for they introduce the word “ Rome” 
or “ Roman ” in the passage where it is not in the 
original, in order to fasten this sense upon the words. I 
do not here argue that Tertullian shows clearly what 
church he speaks of, though I think he does; I only say 
that he leaves that point so uncertain as to render the 
apostrophe, “Happy church,” &c., unavailable as evidence 
of Peter’s not having died in the city whence he wrote his 
letters to the provinces of the Dispersion, even if that 
apostrophe would in any case have proved it, which, 
however, I have shown that it would not. 

The other two passages, adduced from Tertullian’s 
writings, afford no statement whatever — not even a me- 
taphorical one — upon the subject of our inquiry, and 
have been suppo.sed to do so only from the preconceived 
notions of those who cite them. In one of them it is 
said that our Lord’s prediction respecting Peter’s cruci- 
fixion was fulfilled, as every one admits, at the period when 
the first Roman persecution was being carried on (a per- 
secution which we have already seen extended over the 
whole empire), and some writers look upon this as a sort 
of argument for supposing that it was fulfilled at the same 
place as the persecution originated. Tertullian’s words 
run thus: — “ We read the lives of the emperors. Nero 
was the first at Rome who dyed with blood the infant 
faith of Christendom. It was at that period that Peter 
‘ was bound by another,’ for he was then fastened to the 
cross. It was at that period also that Paul really became 
a citizen of Rome, for it was at Rome that his martyr- 
dom — that second noble birth — took place.” (Scorpiacum, 
c. 15.) Here we are not told that Peter became a citizen 
of Rome. Rome is not named as the scene of his martyr- 
dom, although it is as that of Paul’s ; and although this 
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was a case in which, for the sake of clearness, it would, if 
possible, have been so named, as Tertullian alludes here 
to the prediction mentioned by Peter in his letter from 
Babylon, upon that very subject. This passage avUI 
remind the reader of that in Clemens Romanus, where 
also Rome is mentioned as the scene of only one of the 
two martyrdoms. 

In the other passage Tertullian merely says, “ The 
Romans — to whom Peter and Paul left the gospel sealed 
with their blood.” (Adv. Marcion. c. 6.) Is it, I ask, 
pretended that they did not leave the gospel so sealed to 
all other churches also? If all the Roman clergy were 
thoroughly convinced that Peter was crucified at Babylon, 
as his own words and our Lord’s words so plainly inti- 
mate, would they not stiU consider it to be true, that he 
who had founded the church of Rome bequeathed the 
gospel to it sealed with his blood? Is there not some- 
thing frivolous in inferring from such a statement that 
the scriptural intimations are not to be depended upon, 
and that after what Tertullian says, it cannot be supposed 
that Peter could possibly have undergone his martyrdom 
at Babylon ? 


XXII. 

St. Cyprian (about a.d. 2.50), bishop of Carthage, speaks 
of the church at Rome as “ Peter’s chair and this, 
which all admit to be all that he says of Peter in connexion 
with Rome, is looked upon as one of the most conclusive 
proofs that we have of the apostle’s having left the East. 
That it is, however, not the slightest proof, or even in- 
timation of this, is evident from the fact, that churches 
in places where Peter can be proved never to have been, 
and where it is allowed on all hands that he never was, 
are also called “ Peter’s chairs.” St. Optatus, the bishop 
of Milevis, in Numidia, calls his small church of Milevis, 
“ Peter’s chair.” (ii. 5. 9.) The church of Carthage, St. 
Cwrian’s own church, some hundred miles distant from 
Milevis, is likewise called so by this same writer, (i. 10.) 
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Alexandria is called “ Peter’s chair” by St. Gregoiy the 
First, in his letter to Eulogius, one of its archbishops, 
(book vi. epist. 40,) and Hippo, St. Augustine’s little 
church, on the African coast, is spoken of by St. Augus- 
tine as the chair of Peter, (lib. ii. contra literas Petiliani, 
c. 51.) Yet none of these writers, nor any other writer, 
li Oman -catholic or Protestant, pretends that Peter was 
either at Milevis or at Carthage, at Alexandria or at 
Hippo. Even the remote church of England was called 
“ Peter’s chair” by St. Gildas, two or three centuries 
after Cyprian’s time, yet no modem Roman Catholic 
affects thence to infer that Peter must have been to Can- 
terbury'. “ Britain has her priests,” says St. Gildas, 
(bom A.D. 511,) in his epistle “On the Destruction of 
Britain,” “ but they are foolish ; they sit in Peter’s 
chair with unwashed feet, but fall into the place that 
more becomes them, the chair of the traitor Judas.” 
(Script. Brit. p. 23.) Nor does the Roman church object 
to other churches being called “ Peter’s chairs.” “ It is 
justly,” says the celebrated Aubespine, bi.shop of Orleans, 
in 1600 — “ It is justly that Optatus calls Carthage 
‘ Peter’s chair,’ because, as Tertullian expresses it, it 
was begotten by St. Peter.” (Quia Petrus earn genuit, 
ut loquitur Tertullianus. Albaspinceus in Optat.) And 
again, “ In the church there is but one chair, which 
Christ gave to Peter, and which Peter has given to every 
BISHOP. This is what all the ancient wnaters teach us. 
It is not without good reason, therefore, that the chair of 
Carthage was called Peter’s chair.” [Ibid.) The Bene- 
dictine editors, also, of St. Gregory’s works, say that 
“ St. Peter’s chair at Alexandria and St. Peter’s chair at 
Rome was one and the same chair, belonging to one and 
the same apostle.” (Unius esse atque unam. in loc. supra 
citat.) We find, in like manner, that “the chair of 
Moses,” (cathedra Moysi) cited as a similar and expla- 
natory expression by St. Augustine, was at Jemsalem, 
where Moses himself never was ; and that the chair at 
Rome was also called “ the chair of Christ,” (Cathedra 
Christi;) and “ the chair placed by our Lord at Rome,” 
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(cathedra quam Roma; Christus constituerat. Aubespine 
on Optatus,) although we know that our Lord when on 
earth was not at Rome. Peter’s chair, therefore, being 
in Europe, is no more a sign of Peter’s having left the 
East, than our Lord’s chair Ixiing at Carthage or Rome is a 
reason for thinking that our Lord went to either of those 
cities, or that the chair of Moses being at Jerusalem is a 
sign that Moses himself must have been in the capital of 
Juda;a. 

Although this is all that we are here called uj>on to 
prove, yet as some of the less informed of the Roman 
clergy think, and lead others to think, that what Cyprian 
means by this expression is a chair which had been 
made at Rome by a joiner there, (not sent over, as some 
might imagine, by the apostle after he had been sitting 
in it at Babylon or Jerusalem, but which had never 
been outside the walls of Rome); and that Peter’s 
having sat in a chair of this description is the clearest 
proof that he must have left the East ; — as some, I say, 
of the less informed of the Roman clergy sometimes 
mention this wooden chair in their tracts, as the chair 
alluded to by St. Cyprian, the two or three following 
quotations from the fathers and the more enlightened 
of the Roman clergy wiU exhibit the preposterous cha- 
racter of this delusion and the true interpretation of the 
term “ chair” in these expressions. 

St. Jerome tells us distinctly, that in all such expres- 
sions, the woi’d “ chair” means doctrine or authority^ 
to teach. Per Catliedram — doctrinam debemus acci- 
pere. (Commentary on Matthew, book 4.) And this 
figurative sense of the terra is the only one that was pre- 
tended to by any of the writers of the Roman church 
until they become involved in the present controversy. 

“ Peter’s chair, or the episcopal seat,” says Father 
Dupin, “ is the supreme authority of ruling the laity by 
the power of the priesthood.” (Cathedra est auctoritas 
regendae plebis vi Episcopatus. Commentary upon 
Optatus.) 

“ The chair of the scorner,” and “the chair of the 


Digitized by Google 


THE ANTENICENE RECORDS. 


11 !) 


traitor Judas,” are often introduced by the fathers, as 
may be seen in the quotations from St. Gildas, St. 
Augustine, and others, to exemplhy this use of the terra 
“ chair,” to denote doctrine or authority ; and in the 
same way “ the chair of Moses” is and has always been 
understood. “ By the chair of Moses,” says Father 
Calmet (on Matthew xxiii.), “is here signified either his 
doctrine or his authority.” And again, in his “Dictionary 
of the Bible “ The chair of Moses expresses the au- 
thority of the doctors of the law, and their ofticc of 
teaching.” The Dominican fathers also, in their Biblio- 
theque Sacrce, say, *“ The chair of Moses means the 
authority to teach.” 

Accordingly, TertuUian, as it has been seen, considered 
that Peter’s chair admitted of being generated (Petrus 
earn genuit. in loc. supra cit.) The bishop of Orleans 
also looked upon it in this remarkable light, and con- 
sidered that it admitted of being multiplied ad injiniturn. 
(Propagatae et genita3 Cathedrae. ru>t. in Opt.) AV"hat 
in the name of common sense can such expressions have 
to do with a wooden chair at Rome? 

But that Cyprian hunself did not mean by “ Peter’s 
chair” any particular wooden chair, either sent into 
Europe by Peter from Babylon, or in which the apostle 
literally sat down., but only any local church in which 
his doctrine was taught and his authority exercised, is 
clearly proved by St. Cyprian’s own unequivocal ex- 
planation of his own expression as “ the chair that 
rested upon — that was founded upon St. Peter.” (Ca- 
thedra super Petrum fundata. Epist. 40.) 

It may seem frivolous to have taken up so much 
space with a matter so obvious, and once so universally 
admitted; yet now-a-days, as the fate of the Papal 
power is found to depend upon Peter’s having left the 
East, this calling the Roman church, or something in it, 
“ Peter’s chair,” is one of the straws laid hold on by the 
clergy — one of the most incontrovertible proofs they tell 
us that they can find, or that we ought to require, of 
that great ecclesiastical supposition. 
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XXIII. 

St. Firmilian, (about a.d. 250) bishop of Ccesarea, 
one of the churches which were founded by Peter in 
Cappadocia, at the same time as he founded the church 
at Babylon and the church at Home, says in a very 
indignant letter to Cyprian, that Stephen, the bishop of 
Rome, endeavoured to persuade people that he had 
Peter’s succession in his church of* Rome quite as much 
as Firmilian himself had in Cappadocia, or as Cyprian 
had at Carthage : yet that this Stephen was not acting 
up to these pretensions; nay, that, on the contrary, he 
was a fool and a heretic. 

From this it is inferred by Baratier, the Correspondent 
in the Times, and others, that Peter must have been at 
Rome, as “ Peter’s succession” could only be in some 
town where Peter was. St. Finnilian wrote as follows : 
“ I have good reason to be indignant at the arrant folly 
of this bishop Stephen, — that he who boasts so much of 
the city in which he is bishop, and pretends (contendit) 
that he is one of those who have the succession of Peter, 
upon whom the foundations of the whole church are 
placed, — that he should bring in several other rocks 
beside Peter, and build several other churches beside 
that of Christ.” Of the inference which it is attempted 
to draw from these words, there is abundant refutation 
iu the single well known fact that Irenseus, bishop of 
Lyons, in France, a writer of great piety and eminence, 
spoke of himself as possessing at Lyons “ the succession 
of the apostles,” although it is known that the apostles 
never were at Lyons, nor even one of them for a single 
hour. “ The work about the number Eight,” says Eu- 
sebius, (v. 20,) “ was also Avritten by Irenaeus; and in it 
he informs us that he had received the first succession 
of the apostles.” Clemens, the bishop of Alexandria, 
who lived about the same time as Irenseus, makes a 
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similar statement about himself, in almost the same lan- 
guage. “ In his first book,” says Eusebius, (vi. 13,) 
“ Clemens tells us that he was one of the first in the 
succession of the apostles.” And yet no Roman- 
catholic witer pretends that any of the apostles were 
at Alexandria. How, then, can any one suppose that 
Stephen’s being said to have Peter’s succession proves 
Peter to have been in Europe? 

But I cannot forbear mentioning four other con- 
siderations which set this matter in quite as clear a 
light as the cases of Irenaeus and Clemens, and which 
may serve to show how totally common sense has been 
outraged by these struggles to prove that Peter left the 
East. 1st. What could be more natural than that the 
line of bishops in every church founded by Peter and 
the apostles should call themselves “ the bishops of 
Peter and the apostles,” or simply “ the apostles’ suc- 
cession of bishops,” or “Peter’s succession of bishops;” 
and this, even if neither Peter nor the apostles had ever 
been within their town? 2ndly. Would not such an 
expression be, if possible, still more appropriate and 
still more natural, in the case of a church to which Peter 
had himself sent one of its first bishops, — which is what 
it seems highly probable that Peter did for the church 
at Rome, and what all the Roman-catholic witers aflirm 
that Peter really did do for that church? Would not 
those who succeeded this bishop be most truly “ Peter’s 
succession,” without Peter’s having ever left the East? 
3rdlv. The very passage quoted from St. Firmilian is so 
far from saying that Stephen really had Peter’s succes- 
sion, (as some have been led to think,) that Firmilian 
therein pretty distinctly intimates that he had it not; 
that his pretensions to it were not allowed ; that he had 
at least some difficulty in enforcing them ; that his con- 
duct was incompatible with it, inasmuch as he was in- 
troducing strange rocks under the foundations of the 
church, and that he was no longer entitled to be spoken of 
with the respect that was due from one of Peter’s bishops 
to another. But, 4thly, over and above each of these con- 
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siderations, what can be more plain or conclusive upon 
this point (even if we had nothing else to guide us) 
than St. Firmilian’s own explanation of the phrase, 
“ Peter’s succession,” when, on again requiring to ad- 
vert to this a few lines afterwards, and to the unreason- 
ableness of Stephen’s pretensions respecting it, he says, 
“ Stephen, who gives out that he has by succession the 
chair of Peter”? It is evident from this expression 
alone, that “ Peter’s succession,” as Firmilian under- 
stood it, was not confined to the cities in which Peter 
had resided, any more than Peter’s chair was confined 
to them; and that therefore the church at Rome, being 
one of those that had his succession in Firmilian’s sense, 
would be no proof, nor even the smallest sign, of his 
having been in Europe. As on former occasions, I indi- 
cate sundry reasons why the words do not prove Avhat 
they are brought to prove. AVliat I have mentioned, 
liowever, of Clemens and Irenaeus, supersedes all else upon 
the present passage. 


XXIV. 

St. Stepiiex, bishop of Rome, (about a.d. 250,) does 
not say one word upon the supposed visit of Peter to 
Europe ; and is merely introduced to augment the ap- 
parent “ cloud of witnesses” respecting this supposed 
visit, on the ground, that it is to be presumed, from what 
Firmilian says, that Stephen really did pretend that he 
had Peter’s succession as well as any one else, however 
much the bishops of other churches might dispute his 
having it; and that therefore he also considered the sup- 
posed visit to have taken place. But it is clear that this 
Roman bishop having set up a disputed claim to what 
was called Peter’s succession, does not by any means 
prove that his claim was a well-founded one ; and equally 
clear, from what has been said in the last chapter, that 
even if this Roman bishop had that “ Peter’s succession” 
to which he pretended, this would not prove Peter to 
liave ever been in Europe. 
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XXV. 

Origen, (a.d. 254,) an ecclesiastical writer of Alexan- 
dria, is one of the authorities most depended upon by the 
Roman Clergy, for showing that the scriptural account 
of Peter’s martyrdom, as having occurred when he was 
at Babylon, is not to be relied on. But Origen does not 
say one word to this effect. Eusebius, as it will be seen 
later, mentions, (ii. 25, and iii. 31,) what we learn 
also from other more recent sources, that some relics 
found in the catacombs in his day at Rome were sup- 
posed to be those of Peter; and is thence led to con- 
jecture that perhaps this apostle was transferred from 
Babylon to Europe to be put to death, after he had 
written at Babylon his letters to the Jews of the Dis- 
persion. The Roman clergy have imagined that Origen 
IS described by Eusebius, on this occasion, as having been 
the author of this conjecture about the relics. But Origen, 
as will be seen, says nothing about it, nor does Eusebius 
say he does. This is now admitted by Valesius, the 
Roman-catholic commentator on Eusebius, and by 
Father De la Rue, the Benedictine editor of Origen’s 
works, although the latter has inadvertently inserted 
the whole chapter from Eusebius as a portion of what 
Origen had written. The mistake, which seems to have 
begun with Baronius, even the English reader can judge 
of. Eusebius, who wrote in the fourth century, tells 
us (iii. 1), that there was in his day a tradition, or 
unauthenticated rumour, respecting such particulars 
of Thomas, Andrew, and John, as are not recorded in 
the Scripture ; that for what is not there recorded of 
Peter we were limited to mere conjecture; but that 
there was the plain statement of Origen to go upon 
respecting Paul. What is here said of Paul, Baronius 
and most of the Roman clergy have confounded with 
what is said of Peter. The passage in Eusebius is as 
follows : — “ The holy apostles and disciples of our Lord 
having been scattered over the whole world, Thomas, 
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according to tradition, (TrojoaSofnc) received Parthia (in 
which Babylon was not included in the time of Euse- 
bius) as his allotted region; Andrew, Scythia; and 
John, Asia Minor; where, after continuing for some 
time, he died at Ephesus. There is some reason to 
think (totKf) that Peter had proclaimed the gospel to 
the Jews of the Dispersion in Pontus, and Galati.a, 
and Bithynia, in Cappadocia and Asia Minor, when, 
being ultimately at Home, he was crucified with liis 
head downwards, which was the way in which he himself 
understood he was to suffer. What need is there that 
we should tell where Paul went when spreading the 
gospel of Christ from Jerusalem to Illyria, and that he 
finally suffered martyrdom at Borne in the reign of 
Nero ? These things are distinctly asserted ( Jpijrai ) 
by Urigen.” The mistake into which Baronins fell was, 
that he confounded what Origen “ distinctly asserted” 
with what Eusebius states as a conjecture. Some of 
the earlier critics supposed that the words “ These 
things are distinctly asserted by Origen,” referred to all 
the previous clauses, beginning at “ the holy apostles,” 
although they so obviou-sly apply to the last only. 
Many of the moderns extend them to the clause re- 
specting Peter. But Valesius frankly acknowledges 
tliat Eusebius does not tell us that Origen attested 
what is said about St. Peter, though Valesius himself 
seems to assume that Origen may have done so. “ Eu- 
sebius,” says he, “ has not clearly pointed out what is 
the commencement of Origen’s words; which remark 
Father De la Rue repeats in his edition of Origen. 
Both these writers, therefore, admit that we cannot 
infer from what Eusebius stiys, that Origen had ever 
heard of the conjecture that contradicts the scriptural 
account of Peter’s martyrdom at Babylon. 

The whole of Valesius’s note is as follows: — “Cum 
Eusebius hie dicat superiora ex libro Origenis esse 
desumpta, dubitari merito potest unde incipiant Ori- 
genis verba ; an a vocibus illis Bw/unc nsv an potius ab 
istis Iltrpoc Se. Neque cnim Eusebius satis distincte 
nobis notavit quodnam esset initium Origenis verborum.” 
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Valesius here speaks of Origen’s words; but no one 
pretends to produce any thing in Origen’s own words 
upon this subject. 


XXVI. 

Petrus Axexandrinus, (a.d. 311,) archbishop of Alex- 
andria, is supposed to have heard that Peter’s martyrdom 
did not take place at Babylon, but at Rome, beca\isc 
there is a work now extant, “ On Penance,” in Avhich a 
statement is made to this effect, and which work wtis 
once attributed to this archbishop. That this produc- 
tion, however, is of a much later date, and not his, is 
evident from two facts connected with it, and universally 
admitted by the Roman cler^, although they still con- 
tinue to publish the work under his name. One of these 
facts is, that a portion of this work is discovered to have 
been taken, word for word, from another work, called a 
“ Discourse on Easter,” also attributed, until very lately, 
to this archbishop. Of this portion of the work on 
Penance, the Dominican Fathers, in their Bibliotheque 
Sacnie, observe : “ It is nothing more than a passage 
taken from a discourse, written by Peter of ^Vlexandria, 
about the feast of Easter.” The discovery here stated 
was first made by Zonaras, a monk of Constantinople, in 
the eleventh century ; and as long as the “ Discourse on 
Easter” was considered to have been written by Petrus 
Alexandrinus, the authenticity of the work on Penance 
not only remained also undisputed, but was even looked 
upon as confirmed by this discovery. At length, how- 
ever, a new fact turned up. The “ Discourse on Easter” 
was discovered, by the Roman Catholics themselves, and 
by the librarians of the Vatican, to be of a date long 
subsequent to the times of this archbishop, extending at 
least to A.D. 451. The discovery I now speak of was 
made in this w^ : — A MS. with another portion of the 
“ Discourse on Easter,” that had not yet made its appear- 
ance, was found, not very long ago, in the Vatican 
library, some particulars respecting which are given by 
Father du Fresne, in his edition of the Paschalion, or 
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Chronicon Paschale, (Paris, 1688,) a very slight inspec- 
tion of which MS. at once convinced all who saw it, and 
none more than the Roman clergy themselves, that the 
“ Discourse on Easter” attributecl to the archbishop of 
Alexandria, was written after the Council of Chalcedon, 
(a.d. 451,) and therefore not by him. Of the “ Discourse 
on Easter” thus completed, Father Ceillier says : “ A Dis- 
course on Easter, in the form of a dialogue, and printed 
in the beginning of the Alexandrian Chronicle, is attri- 
buted to Petrus AJexandrinus ; but there is no room for 
doubt (mais on ne pent douter) that this is the work of 

a much more recent writer He did not live until 

after the Councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon.” (Ceill. 
vol. iv., Petr. Alex.) In a matter universally admitted 
as this is by the Roman clergy, it is unnecessary to load 
the statement with their opinions. It naturally follows 
from these two facts, that the work on Penance, which 
was to some extent compiled from the “ Discourse on 
Easter,” was at least of as late a date as that Discourse, 
and was therefore erroneously attributed, as it was 
during some centuries, to Petrus Alexandrinus. 

In addition, however, to this irrefragable proof of the 
late period at which the work on Penance was written, 
I may observe, that there is no trace of the existence of 
this work at all until the Council of Constantinople, com- 
monly called the Trullan Council, at the close of the 
seventh century, by which council the orthodoxy of the 
work was examined into and acknowledged, but without 
the least reference whatever to its authenticity ; and that 
the original MS. title of this work on Penance, as pre- 
sented to the Trullan Council, does not by any means 
describe it as the production of Petrus Alexandrinus, 
but only as having been compiled from a treatise im- 

f uted to him, “ On those who Fall Away in Times of 
’ersecution, and then Repent.” The rules of penance 
introduced in this treatise are thus professedly set down 
afresh by some unknown person, who wrote between the 
Council of Chalcedon, a.d. 451, and the TruUan Council, 
A.D. 692. The title under which the work was examined 
by the latter council is as follows: — “ Regulations intro- 
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duced Peter the Martyr, and archbishop of Alex- 
andria, m his work on Penance, called ‘ Those who 
Fall Away in Times of Persecution, and then Repent.’ ” 
Thus, in no way that we approach this document is there 
a shadow of pretext for saying that Petros Alexandrinus 
had ever heard that the apostle Peter was not put to 
death at Babylon. 


XXVII. 

Arnobius, (about a.d. 330,) a pagan convert, and 
African writer of ^reat eloquence, is supposed to have 
heard that Peter had been in Europe some twenty or 
thirty years before he was put to death at Babylon. 
The only ground that the Roman clergy assign for this 
supposition is, that in one of his enthusiastic addresses 
to the pagan world on behalf of his new faith, after 
alluding to its ditfusion in the most distant countries, in 
our own Islands, in Egypt, in Cappadocia, and at Babylon, 
immediately on the first teaching of the apostles, he adds 
the Romans as a remarkable instance of conversion. 
“ They hesitated not,” says he, “ to join the faith on that 
occasion; for they had seen the fiery steeds of the Magi- 
cian scattered by the breath of Peter, (ore Petri,) and 
vanish at the name of Christ.” On this passage the 
Roman clergy rely, as afibrding the clearest indication 
possible that Arnobius must have been under the im- 
pression that Peter came into Europe before he employed 
himself in the mission appointed for him by our Lord. 
But there is nothing of this kind implied in these words. 
“ To see a thing happen,” is an expression which we 
constantly apply to things which occur at the greatest 
distance from us. For instance, if it is said of English- 
men, “ They have seen the Pope banished from his do- 
minions : they have seen him restored by the bayonets 
of the President,” this does not imply, either that there 
were Englishmen present at Rome or Naples at the time, 
nor that it was in England that the Pope took refuge, 
nor that Louis Napoleon went to Rome. The Romans, 
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we are told, saw that the thing happened. It is mere 
sophistry to argue from such an expression that the 
thing must have happened at Rome. But, besides this, 
even if we must give the “had seen” of this passage a 
strictly literal sense, there were Romans of all classes 
scattered in great numbers throughout the East, and 
Arnobius gives us to understand that the thing happened 
before the apostles left Jerusalem, mentioning, moreover, 
the name of a town, apparently in connexion Avitli the 
story, which is not known as having ever been the 
name of any European town. The whole passage is as 
follows : — 

“ Those miracles which were performed openly — that 
superhuman power which the Saviour exerted upon tlie 
natural world, made the Gentiles believe in Him, and made 
the most heterogeneous of the nations unite in that belief. 
For we can recount what happened, and it may be of 
use to you to hear; we can recount what happened — 
the churches that were founded — in the far East, among 
the Persians and among the Medes; we can recount 
what was done in Asia Minor and in Syria, among the 
Galatians, among the Parthians, (who had Babylon in 
Peter’s day,) and among the Phiygians; we can tell 
you what happened in Achaia, in Macedonia, in Epirus, 
aye, and in every island, every province, upon which the 
rising or the setting sun sheds light; and, finally, at 
Rome, the mistress of the world — even there men were 
found, who, although intent upon the ancient supersti- 
tions of their Numa, did not scruple to abandon the re- 
ligion of their country, and to become members of a 
Cliristian church; for they had seen the path of the 
Magician ; they had seen his fiery chariot and four fire- 
winged coursers scattered by the breath of Peter, (ore 
Petri,) and vanish at the name of Christ. Yes, they 
had seen one who was betrayed by the false gods to 
whom he trusted, and wlio, by falling headlong when 
they forsook him, broke both his legs, and lay thus upon 
the ground. And, at a subsequent period, they saw this 
same man, after he had been transferred to Brunda, 
worn out with his sufferings and his shame, fling himself 
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down from the highest point of a roof, and die. But all 
these things ye neither know nor wish to know, nor 
think that it could ever be of any use to you to know 
them. The false gods ye trust to are your own hearts,” 
&c. (Lib. ii.) 

Now, when it is considered that Brunda was not the 
name of any European town that has ever been heard 
of — that the Roman church, whose foundation is here 
mentioned as subsequent to the apparition of the fiery 
equipage, was existing under Tiberius, and before the 
general exodus of the apostles from .Judfea, (as has al- 
ready been sho-ivn from TertuUian, Eusebius, Orosius, 
and others, in the section on IrcnjBUs) and that Judaea, as 
well us the whole country from Judaea to Babylon, was, 
at this time, constantly occupied by the Roman legions, 
and full of other Romans of all descriptions, it will, I 
think, Ixj admitted by all parties, that even if “ liad 
seen” is to be taken in its strictly literal sense, Amobius 
not only says nothing to indicate Europe as the place 
where the fiery chariot was presented in mid-air to the 
eyes of the astonished Romans, but even seems to de- 
signate the East, in a very pointed manner, as the scene of 
that astonishment, which we are here told, led, as a proxi- 
mate cause, to the establishment of the Roman church. 
To which, it may be added, that none of the other 
Fathers, although thej" aU considered this story as the 
most undisguised allegory, make any allusion to Rome 
as the scene of it. (See the sections on Cyril of Jeru- 
salem, Theodoret, &c.) 

I do not, it will be observed, raise any question in 
what I now say, as to whether the story of the fiery 
chariot, drawn, at a considerable elevation, by four wild 
horses winged with fire, at the mere word of an absurd 
impostor, was a pagan foble or an ecclesiastical miracle. 
What I now ask is, whether Amobius states that it was 
in Europe that this took place? and on this point there 
is not the slightest room for any doubt. Amobius does 
not say that it was there (wherever else it might have 
been), that the first Roman converts saw the chariot; 
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on the contrary, he very plainly gives us to understand 
that it was in Asia. 

But besides all this, even if Arnobius gave the story 
as a fact, not as an allegory, and added, in a distinct 
manner, that it was in Europe that the phenomenon had 
been seen, how could we infer from the expression, “ by 
the breath of Peter,” or “ by the prayers of Peter,” (ore 
Petri) that the apostle was in personal attendance on the 
occasion? Would it not be a very weak and degrading 
argument to say that this fiery equipage could not pos- 
sibly have been brought down by the prayers of the 
apostle Peter, unless he himself came from Babylon or 
Jerusalem, and was present on the spot? I appeal to the 
conscientious Roman Catholic. Would there not be 
something bordering upon an impious and reckless levity 
in such a supposition ? If any satisfactory authority can 
be shown for believing this ecclesiastical miracle about 
the four horses with wings of fire, and the ascent of the 
enchanter into mid-air over Rome, towards heaven, in a 
chariot of flame from the top of the Capitoline hill, as the 
circumstances are usually described — if there be, I say, 
credible evidence for the literal reality of this trans- 
action, what need would there be that we should suppose 
Peter present in person to bring back the triumphant 
Samaritan to the earth by prayer? Might the apostle’s 
prayers not have been successful from the greatest 
distance, even from the banks ' of the Euphrates, as well 
as if he had stood beneath the veiy chariot as it passed? 
Or might not the prayers of the Roman church be here 
called the prayers of Peter? Will any one that is sincere 
pretend to say that the Christian church at Rome, of 
which Peter and the apostles at Jerusalem were the 
founders, might not be with perfect propriety designated 
the “ breath of Peter,” or “ the prayers of Peter” on 
this occasion? Nay, was not that church, in fact and 
in truth, the voice of the apostles within the city of the 
Cajsars? Might not the bishop that Peter sent to Rome 
— might not the twelve missiofiaries or evangelists, 
which some of the apocryphal records of the Roman 
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church represent Simon Peter, the apostle, as having 
sent there from Caesarea after the impostor of Samaria — 
might not the document, called “ Peter’s proclamation,” 
(to Knpu-y/io ri(Tpou) which is known to have been pub- 
lished at Rome in the reign of Claudius, expressly 
against the Gnostics, have been a sufficient representative 
of the apostle at Rome, to justify Arnobius in saying 
that what these effected was effected by the “ breath of 
Peter?” Tertullian tells us that verified copies of Peter’s 
letters, and of those of the other apostles, were carefully 
preserved at all the apostolic churches, for the purpose 
of arresting heresy. Will any one undertake to say 
that, even if this story of the chariot is not an allegory, 
these letters alone were not that “ breath of Peter” at 
Rome — that teaching of the apostles, by which the fiery 
steeds of the heretic were arrested and scattered as they 
passed in their mad career above the capitol ? 

Thus, even if a literal sense be given to this passage, 
it affords not the slightest pretext for supposing that 
Peter was in Europe, or even that Arnobius thought 
he was. That the allegorical sense, however, is the 
only one that the statement will bear, is placed beyond 
all dispute by the unanimity of the Fathers on the sub- 
ject. Justin Martyr (a.d. 167), St. Irenseus (a.d. 200), 
and Tertullian, men of research, and the only writers who 
for the first three centuries speak of the impostor of 
Samaria as living at Rome, after having been first the 
greater part of his life in the East, say nothing whatever 
of his passing above the imperial city, at any time, in a 
fiery chariot, nor of Simon Peter’s presence in Europe 
on that or any other occasion. It strikes me that this 
will always be looked upon as insuperable evidence 
against the literal interpretation of the passage in 
Arnobius, for if they did not consider the story an 
allegory they would have related it ; and when we add 
to this, that Eusebius (a.d. 340), the next writer, in 
the order of time, says not one word about this fieiy 
chariot having ever been seen either in Europe or in 
Asia; and that he says that he relates in his history, 
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every, the smallest, particular that had come down to 
his own times about St. Peter, we have the clearest 
possible assurance from the Fathers that the Samaritan 
impostor did not drive, in any literal sense, these four 
fire- winged horses, either in the West or in the East; 
and that, even if it could be shown from any other 
source that he did drive them, St. Peter was not per- 
sonally present when he did so. Cyril of Jerusalem, 
and the one or two other post-Nicene Fathers, who do 
speak of a Gnostic chariot, confirm this. For they not 
only do not make Europe the scene of it, nor represent 
the great apostle of the Jews on the occasion as present, 
otherwise than in his prayers, but, as may be seen in 
the sections on these writers, they speak of it as a mere 
allegory, with which each was at liberty to combine any 
fresh cireumstances he might think proper. 

I have now to show that most of the Roman clergy have 
for a long time viewed this story in the same allegorical 
light as all the Fathers did, and as all Protestants have 
always done ; and that they have for centuries abandoned 
as utterly untenable the literal interpretation ^ven to 
it by Father M'Corry, and the Correspondent in the 
Times. 

John Baptist Cotelier, one of the most learned doctors 
of the Sorbonne (a.d. 1686), says in his Notes upon the 
writings attributed to the early Fathers {Apost. Const. 
vi. 9): “No doubt you will ask me what we are to 
think of this amazing and much-talked-of downfal of the 
the Samaritan’s chariot. I stick to the old proverb, — 
there is danger both in belie\dng and in not believing. 
I neither maintain this story as a fact, nor do I positively 
reject it. I do what is called I suspend my 

judgment on the matter. Whoever has a fancy for 
miracles of this kind (cui cordi eruntejusmodi rairacula), 
and there are many who have, he has in this case the 
support of many great names, both in the Greek and 
Latin churches. But those who are more inclined to 
look upon the story as an allegory, which is now-a-days 
the case with a large portion (magna pars) of the 
learned of our church, wiU see reason for doing so, 
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partly in the original source of the details, for these are 
taken from spurious and unauthentic writings; partly in 
the discrepancies which enter into the different accounts ; 
partly from the silence of many .writers, and especially 
of many of the popes, who do not generally omit what 
thus concerns the interests of the church. One thing 
certain is, that the ‘ Liber Pontificalis ’ shows that the 
thing was but veiy little and very vaguely talked of at 
Rome; and even the words mentioning that it was ever 
talked of are only found in some of the copies of that 
document.” 

Father Antony Austen Touttiie, a Benedictine (a.d. 
1720), says in his Notes upon Cyril of Jerusalem: 
“ Wliat is nere related of the downfal of the Samaritan at 
the prayers of the apostles, is not regarded by many of 
OUR MODERN WRITERS in the light of a fact ; as well be- 
cause Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, TertuUian, and Eusebius, 
say nothing whatever about it, only spurious writings 
first vouching for its reality (propter primam historia? 
fidem ex pseudepigraphis petitam); as on account of 
'the great differences subsisting in the details of the 
diflferent writers. For some say Paul’s praters, as well 
as Peter’s, were employed on the occasion; others, 
Peter’s alone; some, that prayer alone effected the 
downfal of the flying chariot ; others, that fasting was 
employed as well as prayer; some, that the Samaritan 
had only his legs broken by the fall ; others, that his 
whole body was dashed to pieces. AU these discrepan- 
cies, however, would not prevent us from looking at the 
story as a fact, if it were confirmed as such by any satis- 
factory anthorities. (si aliunde certis monumentis firma- 
retur.) But the reader will do well to see what Dr. 
Cotelier says about it.” 

The learned Charles Weis, (a.d. 1809), a Roman- 
catholic contributor to the “ Bibliotheque Univcrselle,” 
a work sanctioned and largely contributed to by the 
Roman church, says, after giving the usual story : “ It 
is, however, generally agreed upon, (mais on s’accorde 
gdneralement,) uow-a-days that this story is not to be 
looked upon as a fact.” 
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The AbW Pluquct, (a.d. 1780,) in his Dictionary of 
the Heresies, dedicated to a Roman-catholic archbishop, 
a friend of his, makes the same remark: “ Nevertheless 
that story, as a fact, is regarded as unauthentic. For, to 
say nothing of the difficulty of supposing it consistent 
with history, it is quite certain that the downfal of this 
fiery chariot, through Peter’s prayers, would have been 
too important an event to have escaped the knowledge 
of the Christian world, and to have been left unrecorded 
by the earlier Fathers; yet neither St. Justin, nor St. 
IreiuBUS, nor Tertullian, say one word about this chariot, 
— they who told us so much about the statue.” 

Thus, Father M'Corry and the Correspondent in the 
Times are bound to show upon what gi’ounds they dis- 
sent from the majority of their o^vn church respecting 
the allegorical character of this fiery chariot and of 
the various other little incidents connected with it by the 
writers of the 13th century — most of which are stated in 
the last section of this work ; and not oidy upon what 
grounds they dissent, but also upon what grounds they 
expect that the enlightened classes of Great Britain and 
Ireland wll in the 19th century accept as authentic 
history, what the church at Rome, even in its darkest 
ages — 600 years ago — did not profess to regaixl in any 
other light than as a mere nursery tale, like St. George 
and the Dragon, and the other similar stories wth which 
it was published. 

But the main point to be at present attended to is, 
what Arnobius himself thought upon the subject; and 
he, it has been shown, neither says that it was in Europe 
that the first Roman converts saw the fiery horses in 
the air above their heads, nor that the apostle was pre- 
sent when they saw them, — nor does he say that it was 
not an allegory, nor that he derived the story from any 
other writer. We have not, therefore, the shadow of a 
reason to infer from the three or four words quoted 
from this African writer, that St. Peter abandoned for a 
single hour the great Jewish appointment assigned to 
him by our Lord. 
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XXVIII. 

Lactantius (about a.d. 330), another African, and said 
to have studied eloquence under Amobius, but who 
enjoyed a much higher reputation as a writer than his 
master, is also supposed to have inferred from the 
Krjpvyfia IltTpou, already so often alluded to, that St. Peter 
came into Europe ; because the following passage occurs 
in a chapter in which this writer is speaking of that 
written document, ascribed, as will be seen, by him and 
others to both Paul and Peter, and in which Lactantius 
says that the apostles repeated some of our Lord’s pre- 
dictions respecting the events that occurred in the 
siege of Jerusalem. Lactantius thus expresses himself 
(iv. 21) : 

“ Our Lord also disclosed certain prophecies to his 
disciples which Peter and Paul published at Rome ; and 
that publication having taken place in a written form, 
so as not to be forgotten — (Ea Pnedicatio in me- 
moriam scripta) — was still to be met with after all 
these things had happened. In it, among many otlier 
remarkable predictions, the apostles mentioned (in quil 
dixerunt) that Providence would soon send a king to 
exterminate the Jews, &c., and so it was. After the 
apostles were dead, — after Nero had slain them, — Ves- 
pasian annihilated the name and nation of the Jews, and 
all those things happened which the apostles had fore- 
told.” 

The commentators in communion with the church of 
Rome acknowledge, without any exception, that when 
Lactantius here speaks of Peter as promulgating Chris- 
tianity in the capital of the empire, he alludes to the 
Kripvyua IleTpou — “ Peter’s Preaching,” or “ Proclama- 
tion,” which, as Eusebius informs us, (ii. 14,) was sent 
to Rome by Peter for that purpose. Father Dufresnoy, 
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in his edition of Lactantius, (Paris, 1748, iv. 21,) says 
of the document here mentioned ; “ This was the title of 
a work erroneously attributed to St. Peter, and now lost ; 
for the partieulars respecting which the reader is referred 
to Fabricius, in his ‘ Codex Apocryphus’ of the New 
Testament, (p. 800.) 

John Albert Fabricius, a distinguished scholar of the 
eighteenth century, ssws, in his Codex Ajoocryphtis, “We 
may conclude from Clemens Alexandrmus, and from 
Lactantius, (iv. 21,) that ‘Peter’s Proclamation,’ and 
‘ Paul’s Proclamation,’ were one and the same document, 
which is sometimes quoted under the name of only one 
of them, and sometimes under the name of both. The 
reader is recomTnended to look at what has been col- 
lected on that subject by the illustrious Grabbe, in his 
‘ Spicilegium’ (vol. i.)” 

John Ernest Grabius says, on this passage of Lac- 
tantius, in his “ Spicilegium,” (vol. i.) — “ And Lactantius 
quotes these words from the written Proclamation of 
Peter and Paul, although I sus^)ect, as I shall show pre- 
sently, that they were taken from the Apocalypse of St. 
Peter.” "Where see much more on the same j-Kjint. 

Father (Edward) Xavier (a.d. 1617) also says upon 
this passage, (same edition) : “ A work wliieh St. Jerome 
looks upon as apocr}"phal has appeared under this title 
of ‘ Peter’s Preaching,’ or ‘ Petri Pnedicatio,’ which is no 
longer extant.” 

"Valesius, in allusion to the same work, says, (upon 
Eusebius iii. .3): “I wonder to find Eusebius say that 
the work which was called the Wtrpov Avas not 

quoted by any of the ancients.” And agixin : “ As to 
the Avork Avhich Avas called the Kfjpu-y^a, or ‘ Peter’s Pro- 
clamation,’ it is cited by Clemens Alexandrinus, and also 
by Lactantius, who mentions this document in the 20th 
cn^ter of his 4th book.” 

Thus the Roman church herself admits, that it Avas in 
and by this document that Peter published those predic- 
tions which Lactantius here says he published at Rome. 
This passage, therefore, affords no evidence whatever 
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that Peter, at any period, forsook the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel to come Into Europe, or that Lactantius 
inferred he did so, from the existence of this document. 
Cardinal Bellarmine, indeed, says that we have stronger 
evidence in the last clause of the foregoing passage, in 
which Lactantius says: “After Peter was dead, after 
Nero had slain him, Vespasian annihilated the nation of 
the Jews.” But this requires no answer. I only draw 
attention to it to show the straits and contradictions to 
which the Roman clergy are reduced in their honest 
struggle to uphold the absurd pretensions and delusions 
in wliich they have been educated. Did the Roman em- 
perors put no one to death except at Rome? Father 
Ihdma, as may be seen in the section on Clemens Ro- 
manus, exposes the absurdity of such a notion; and 
Father Dufresnoy admits, in his own note upon these 
words of Lactantius, that it was not certain tnat Peter 
was put to death at Rome, and that an expression of this 
kind does not show where either Paul or Peter died. 
“ All that we know for certain upon this point,” says he, 
“is, that Paul was put to death at Rome.” (Certuin 
est Paulum Rom® Martyrium passura esse.^ 

The ^vriter in the Times is singularly misinformed as 
to the testimony of Lactantius. He supposes this author 
to have thought that Peter had been in Eurojie, because 
there is a statement to that effect in a little tract of the 17th 
century, which was once, for a few years, attributed to 
Lactantius. But is not the writer in the Times aware, 
that nearly a century and a half ago this tract was dis- 
covered to be a forgery, and a very clumsy one, — so 
clumsily constructed, in short, for the part, it had to 
play, that the Roman elergy endeavour now to make 
out that it could never have been even intended by the 
person Avho wrote it to have been passed off as having 
been written by Lactantius? Is he not aAvare that, as 
far back as a.d. 1710, Father Le Nourry, a Benedictine 
monk of great learning and celebrity, proved, in the 
clearest manner, that there was not tne slightest reason 
for supposing it to be the production of Lactantius ? Is he 
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not aware, that in these days not one of the Roman clergy 
pretend to say it was ? and that it is now regarded by them 
as the work of some unknown writer, at some unknoAvn 
period? Father Palma of Rome, for instance, one of the 
most recent writers in communion with that church, and 
lately Professor of Ecclesiastical History at the College 
of the Propaganda, says, in his “ Prelections," (part i. 
p. 38) : “ The book on the Deaths of the Persecutors, 
which used to be attributed to Lactantius, was written 
by some person named Cecilius.” But even Father 
Jl'Corry, by not citing it, shows that he was aware of 
its being spurious; or at least that he could find no 
modern writer authorizing him to put it forward as 
authentic. On a subject so universally acknowledged by 
all the Roman clergy, as well as by the College of the 
Propaganda at Rome, it might seem unnecessary to 
add any other testimony to that of Father Palma; but 
lest what the writer in the Tivtes has said should mislead 
any one as to the justice of the decision to which all the 
learned have come respecting this document, and as to 
the clearness of the grounds upon which they have re- 
jected it, I subjoin the following particulars : — 

The full name of Lactantius was, “ Lucius Csecilius 
Firmianus Lactantius;” and though there are a few of 
his MSS. upon which the whole name is thus inscribed, 
there are also many upon which we only find “ Firmianus 
I.,actantius.” His work, “ De Persecutione,” mentioned 
by St. Jerome as extant in his day, has never since been 
found. In a.d. 1678, a MS. was produced at Moissac, 
in France, in the department of the Tam-et-Garonne, at 
a monastery there, with the following title : “ The Book 
on the Deaths of the Persecutors," addressed to the Con- 
fessor Donatus, and written by Lycius Cecilius. Now, 
one of the undisputed works of Lactantius, that “ De 
Ira,” is also addressed to Donatus the Confessor, and no 
one can dispute the plausibility that attaches in these 
cases to the want of uniformity in the author’s name. It 
is a point that all forgers attend to, more or less, although 
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in this case, as •will be seen, the utter dissimilarity of 
name seems very much to overhit its own mark. Stephen 
Baluze, a zealous Roman Catholic, of immense learning 
and immense fame, who had for many years the manage- 
ment of Colbert’s library, immediately published this 
MS. as the lost work of Lactantius, although there was 
nothing whatever connected with the MS. to lead one to 
suppose that it was not tlie production of one of the 
monks of Moissac, except some very awkward allusion to 
what might have been the state of a person’s feelings and 
circumstances when writing in those times, which, in the 
eyes of many, will only make the forgery more apparent. 
However that may be, the work contained the most 
unobjectionable statement, as Baluze then said, that had 
yet been found about Peter’s being in Europe, and it 
was triumphantly received by the Roman clergy. 

As there was but one MS., and this accessible to very 
few persons, every new edition was copied from its pre- 
decessor, so that the act of Stephen Baluze (in substi- 
tuting the name “ Lucius Cajcilius Firmianus Lactantius” 
for “ Lycius Cecilius,” and “ De Persecutione” for “ De 
Mortibus Persecutorum ”) remained undetected about 
thirty years; until at length Father Le Nourry, seeing 
man^ improbabilities in the body of the work, and sus- 
pecting something "wrong, looked into the MS. He saw 
at once what the over-zealous Baluze had done, and, 
with an amount of indignant spirit unusual in such 
cases, had a correct copy immediately published, with a 
fac-similc (to lie now seen at the British Museum) of the 
title and first page of the MS., whereby the extraordinary 
conduct of Stephen Baluze, the librarian of the great 
Colbert, and the accepted antiquarian of the Roman 
church, was most unequivocally and for ever exposed. 
Father Le Nourry, a Benedictine, fervently devoted to 
the prerogatives of the see of Rome, is one of those who 
have attempted to show what the probabilities were of 
Peter’s having been in Europe ; but even he felt, that to 
defend his cause by such a stratagem as this, was to 
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abandon it altogether. He therefore acknowledged that 
Lactantius affords no testimony upon this favourite 
theory of the Roman clergy. 

Father Le Nourry’s account of the discovery of this 
MS. will not be uninteresting: — “This MS. struggled 
for its existence among the moths and worms of the 
libraries until the great John Baptist Colbert gave direc- 
tions to M. Foucault, then royal intendant of that part 
of France, which is now called the Tarn-et-Garonne, to 
search all the libraries of that district. In consequence 
of which, M. Foucault went in April, a.d. 1678, to 
Moissac, to an old Benedictine monastery that was there, 
called anciently the “ Abbey of a Thousand Monks,” but 
occupied in his days by what they call Secular Friars. 
After he had been hospitably received by these, they 
took him to a place, the atmosphere of which was most 
unfavourable to the preservation of MSS., (loeum cuilibet 
coeli intemperiei aerisque inclementiaj expositum). He 
there found several masses of MSS., (plures acervos,) 
heaped together in a disgusting state, and with the 
parchment almost entirely destroyed. From these, how- 
ever, he at once picked up two hundred and fifty MSS., 
older, and in a better state of preservation, than the rest, 
(vetustiores et saniores,) and among these the one in 
question, taking the greatest care to keep it apart from 
all the rest. He then procured the permission of the 
abbe and friars to send all these MSS. to Colbert’s 
library in Paris, where they have been ever since. The 
learned Baluze, who had had for several years the ma- 
nagement of Colbert’s library, after having carefully 
looked through this one of the MSS., came to the con- 
clusion that Lactantius must have been the person meant 
as the author of it. Therefore he had it printed the fol- 
lowing year as the work of that writer.” (Cecilius, 
by Le Nourry. Preface.) 

The following disclosure as to the importance of this 
document to the church of Rome, if it could have been 
shown not to be a forgery, is from the pen of the learned, 
upright, and zealous papist who was first deceived about 
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it, and is entitled to the attention of every earnest and 
conscientious Roman Catholic. Baluze writes as follows : 
— “ Although I consider that it is useless to deny, as 
some do, Peter’s journey to the city of Rome, which is 
proved by the clearest evidence, I nevertheless see very 
great uncertainty about the time he went there; for 
there are several very great difficulties connected with 
the notion of his having gone there in the reign of Clau- 
dius (as Baronius supposes), inasmuch as it obliges us 
to suppose that he went there twice, and had two contests 
there with the Samaritan heretic, — once under Claudius, 
and again under Nero. How i^reposterous such a 
NOTION AS THIS IS, (Quffi res quam absurda sit,) when no 
ancient writer states it, those well know who are ac- 
quainted with this subject. For as Cardinal Baronius 
himself justly observes, every one disregards as untrue 
what a later writer states, without the authority of some 
one preceding him. If, therefore, I may be permitted 
to dissent from that notion, I should be disposed to 
prefer the statement of Lactantius (‘ On the Deaths of 
the Persecutors,’ chap. ii. ) ; I mean, I should fuUy grant 
that the apostle proclaimed the Gospel at Rome in per- 
son ; not however in Claudius’s, but in Nero’s reim ; for 
this view of the matter, the only true one as I think, 
being thus once established upon the indisputable autho- 
rity of Lactantius, all controversy is immediately at an 
end, and that, too, without any disadvantage to the 
authority of the Pope; for it is not length of time, but 
Peter’s being there at all that is required for the supre- 
macy of our church.” (Baluz. in Lact.) 

Thus, over and above the proofs of spuriousness brought 
forward by Father Le Nourry and the various other Ro- 
man-catholic commentators, the four following suspicious 
circumstances have, we see, attended the discovery of the 
MS. in question. 1. The occasion upon which it made its 
appearance was one well known to afford great tempta- 
tion to the forgery of MSS. ; for Colbert, the celebrated 
minister of Louis XIV., had a little before commissioned 
his friends and agents, in the different provinces of 


k 


Digitized by Google 



142 


THE ANTENICENE RECORDS. 


France, to search out and send him all the ancient MSS. 
they could find. 2. All the MSS. that were lying in the 
same place in which this one was — and we are told there 
were several heaps of them — were of a medieval or post- 
medieval date; insomuch, that not one of them appears 
to have been old enough to have been thought worth 
publishing. 3. It contains a statement about Peter’s 
being in Europe, which Baluze (into whose hands it 
came, as Colbert’s librarian), acknowledged to have been 
very much wanted, in support of the Papal supremacy, 
as the evidence they previously employed upon that 
point was no longer credible or satisfactory. 4. Al- 
though the cellar or place in which it was found was so 
damp as to have almost quite destroyed all the other 
MSS. that were there, this one is in the most perfect 
condition possible, the few words in it that are illegible 
being rendered so by some substance of a sticky nature 
having touched it on that spot, as Le Nourry mentions 
in his notes. 

Accordingly, we find that from the very first there 
were doubts entertained as to the authenticity of this 
work. Bishop Pearson admitted, that although he 
thought it might be authentic, others might not be able 
to bring themselves to this conclusion, and Le Nourry, 
in his preface, says that various persons had already ex- 
pressed their misgivings on the subject before any proofs 
had been laid before them. Even Father Ceillier, one of 
Le Nourry’s contemporaries, does not appear to have 
entered into the delusions of Baluze about the authen- 
ticity of this work, although the writer in the Times 
gives us to understand he did. On the contrary, Ceillier 
hesitates to pronounce an opinion, acknowledging that 
there are arguments in favour of Le Nourry’s view, 
stating what they are, and recommending them to atten- 
tion. He writes thus : “ M. Baluze was the first who 
published that document, and he did not scruple to 
attribute it to Lactantius. One of his reasons for be- 
lieving him the author of it was, because he supposed 
that the title, “ On the Deaths of the Persecutors,” given 
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to that work in the MS. he found, which is the only one 
we have, was of the same import as the title “ On 
Persecution,” which is cited by St. Jerome, in his list 
of Lactantius’s writings. He also went upon the cir- 
cumstance that the names Lucius Cmcilius, which were 
inscribed (Lycius Cecilius) upon the MS. in question, 
are found prefixed to those of Firmianus Lactantins, 
in another MS. of other works, known as certainly the 
productions of Lactantius. Finally, he thought he could 
discern the style of Lactantius in this document .... 
Father Le Nourry, the Benedictine, is almost the only 
one who has yet written on the other side. His argu- 
ments have been combated by several of the learned ; ' 
but as there is some force in them, we have thought it 
might be of use to set them before our readers in an 
abridged form. He says then,” &c. &c. (Ceillier in 
Lactant.) Accordingly, although Ceillier sometimes 
seems rather to incline to the opinion of Baluze, and not 
to consider this a production of the 17th centuiy, he 
nowhere speaks of Lactantius as the author of it. He 
even adds : “ We do not know who this Cecilius was ; 
we only know that there was a whole family of distinc- 
tion at Rome that bore that name.” (On ignore qui 
dtait ce Cecilius. On sait seulement qu’il y avait une 
famille entiferc tr^s illustrc qui portait ce nom. — Ceill. 
ibid.) Thus, not even the great effort made upon this 
occasion, by Baluze and Colbert, has rendered the name 
of Lactantius available to the Roman clerg}^ in this con- 
tTOVcr.sy. This is fully admitted by Father Palma, of 
llome. Upon what grounds then docs the Correspondent 
in the Times profess to contradict Father Palma and all 
the rest of the modern clergy of the church of Rome ? 

Is the Roman-catholic church of these islands more cre- 
dulous or less instructed than that of Italy? This would 
be a severe and unwarranted conclusion respecting it. 
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Eusebius, bishop of Ciesarea, in Palestine, and one of 
the Greek Fathers (a.d. 340), wrote a history of the 
church, in which he tolls us (iii. 31) that he "ives all 
the facts that had come down to his times respecting the 
apostle Peter. In this history he is supposed to assert 
that St. Peter was in Europe, and that he was not put 
to death (as the Scriptures indicate) at Babylon. But 
it wll be seen that he asserts neither of these alleged 
facts. Some of his translators, indeed, represent him as 
doing so; but every Greek scholar who is acquainted 
with the original, is aware that Eusebius has made no 
such assertions. 

It is, however, perhaps here of equal, if not greater 
importance, to observe that if Eusebius had asserted 
what is here alleged, this could not be regarded as even 
a slight indication of the supposed facts. Eusebius, it 
must not be forgotten, wrote nearly three centuries after 
the events in question could have occurred, and had as 
we have seen no intervening record of them to advert 
to, although there were no less than one hundred and 
fifty ecclesiastical ^vriters who preceded him, and some 
of them extremely voluminous. His sole authority, 
therefore, (for such it would hrfve been,) could, under 
such circumstances, have had no weight whatever. No 
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liistorical event — no event even merely traditional has 
ever been accepted, or ever could be accepted, as au- 
thentic upon the sole testimony of a writer who lived 
so many generations after the supposed period. This 
is an important consideration with regard to Eusebius, 
too much overlooked by some writers on this subject; 
but overlooked clearly from its having been hitherto 
erroneously supposed that writers long before the time 
of Eusebius had attested the event in question. 

It heed scarcely be observed that if a historian of the 
present day states now for the first time some remark- 
able fact respecting Henry VIII., without having any 
authority to assign for nis statement, his testimony 
would be refused. No one would think it unreasonable 
to disbelieve such a statement ; on the contrary, no one 
would think it at all reasonable to believe it. No one 
would be expected to take important steps in reference 
to it, — to establish institutions, to construct theories, 
confessedly of the gravest import, that were wholly 
founded upon such a statement. In one word, no one 
would or could believe it. I say, therefore, that even if 
Eusebius had made the statement imputed to him, it 
could have no weight as evidence with honest and earnest 
minds, inasmuch as it would have been the first state- 
ment of the event in any kind of writer for three cen- 
turies after it is supposed to have occurred. On this I 
presume that no one, Koman Catholic or Protestant, will 
entertain the least doubt. Eusebius, however, as I shall 
now show, does not make the statement imputed to 
him . 

Before I proceed to correct the misconceptions abroad 
respecting this writer, it is proper to remove at once two 
fresh errors set up (no doubt inadvertently) by the 
Correspondent in the Times. In the first place, it is 
quite a mistake to suppose that Eusebius mentions any- 
where “ several important transactions of this aposde in 
that city." The Correspondent is totally misinfonncd 
upon this point. Eusebius asserts no one thing, im- 
p<jrtant or unimportant, that Peter is even ever said to 
have done in person at Rome. Not one day is indicated 
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that he passed there; not one spot on which he trod 
tliere; not one word stated that he uttered there; not 
one person mentioned to whom he spoke there. To 
suppose that Eusebius mentions anything of this kind is 
mere delusion, of which any one can easily satisfy him- 
self, from the most careless English translation of the 
history. The utmost that we find upon this point in 
Eusebius is a mere conjecture, incidentally suggested by 
himself, that as Peter’s relics had been found at Rome 
in the fourth centurj', when Constantine was there, the 
apostle might not, perhaps, have been put to death at 
Babylon ; for it is to be observ^ed, that Peter’s Second 
Epistle, in which the apostle indicates (i. 14) his mar- 
tyrdom as about to take place at Babylon, was not, in 
the days of Eusebius, universally acknowledged to be 
authentic by the churches. The conjecture of Eusebius, 
therefore, at that time, did not, as it now would, contradict 
the Bible. It did not take into account that Epistle. 
“ AVhat is called Peter’s First Epistle,” says Eusebius, 
(iii. 4,) “has been always acknowledged as authentic; 
and the earliest fathers have quoted it as indisputable 
authority. But that which is called his Second Epistle, 
is not considered by all of us to be authentic ; although, 
as being a useful exhortation, it is esteemed and read 
with the other Scriptures.” And, beyond this very loose 
conjecture, Eusebius will be found to give no counte- 
nance whatever to the story about Peter’s having been in 
Europe. “ He suggests no other reason,” says Cardinal 
Bellarmine, {De sum. Pont.,) “except these relies, for 
supposing Peter to have died in Italy.” It is also a 
great mistake to say that it is “ in several places" that 
Eusebius adverts even to this conjecture. In this respect, 
also, the Roman Catholic in the Times is utterly and 
strangely misinformed. He mentions it but once in the 
whole ten books of his history, distinctly representing it, 
on that occasion, as a mere loose conjecture of his own, 
not supporting it by any authority, and never again 
adverting to it. 

The passage in which he states it occurs in the first 
chapter of the third book. After having mentioned. 
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towards the end of book ii., that Peter had undergone 
his predicted crucifixion during Nero’s persecution when 
that emperor had conquered the masters of Babylon, 
(riji’ ai'aroXtif 7ra<rai> virora^a^, ii. 25,) and that lus relic.S 
were supposed to have existed at Rome from Nero’s 
time, the historian then says (iii. 1): — “It is not im- 
probable (foDct, there is some reason to suspect) that 
Peter had written his proclamation of the gospel to the 
Jews of the Dispersion, in Pontus, and Galatia, and 
Bithynia, in Cappadocia and Asia, when being finally 
in Rome he was crucified, with his head downwards, he 
having himself also considered that it was in this posture 
he was to die.” 

That Eusebius here neither makes, nor intends to 
make, a positive statement as to the point in question, 
is as evident as language can make it. It is true that he 
adverts at the same time to two facts, of which there 
never was a question ; but that circumstance, the atten- 
tive reader will see, makes no difference as to the purely 
conjectural character of the passage, and of the other 
allusion in it. There never was a doubt, in the early 
church, as to the fulfilment of our Lord’s prediction re- 
specting Peter’s crucifixion Avith his head downwards, 
nor ever a doubt as to the authenticity of at least the first 
letter addressed (or proclamation issued) b}*^ St. Peter 
from Babylon to the adjoining provinces (irapiTriSnfioi^). 
It is not to be supposed that these are the points to 
which Eusebius here alludes, as “ seeming likely,” and 
as “ not impossible.” These facts it would have been 
unscriptural to question; and that the mention of the 
Epistle here is merely to mark its being prior to that 
journey which Sylvester’s discovery at Rome of Peter’s 
supposed relics led Eusebius to conjecture as not im- 
possible, is further clear from the use of the pluperfect 
infinitive, KfKvpv^tvat, before the participle, yti/o^tvoc, 
w'hich introduces the only conjecture that there is in 
the pas.sage. Then as certain relics supposed to 
be those of the apostle Peter, were discovered in 
the catacombs at Rome in the days of Eusebius and 
his patron, Constantine the Great, and Avere as such 
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dejx)8ited by the Emperor and the Roman bishop of that 
day in three of the new churches that the Emperor tlieii 
built in that city, the historiiin, purely on account of 
that circumstance, (as is admitted by Bellarmine,) 
suggests, also as a conjecture of his own, although he 
had never been at Rome, and was very ignorant about 
the Western churches (“peu instruit de cequi regardait 
rOccident.” — Ceillier), that there was no reason for not 
thinking that the apostle may even have sutfered his 
martyrdom in I'lurope. For, as has been already ob- 
served, the authenticity of Peter’s Second Epistle, in 
which this martyrdom is indicated as about to occur at 
Babylon, was not yet then universally admitted. 

1 wish, on two points in connexion Avith this passage, 
(on account of the importance attached to it,) to add 
illustration. First, I Avish to show that Eusebius himself 
did not consider that it was known, even by tradition, 
that it was at Rome that Peter was put to death. Secondly, 
I Avish to show, that even the Roman clergy themselves, 
up to a very late period, did not consider that anything 
more was knoAvn upon this point, (except as a conjec- 
ture,) than what is mentioned in St. John’s Gospel and 
in St. Peter’s two Epistles. 

1. On the of these points we derive the clearest 
possible indication of the historian’s meaning from 
the context of the A’ery passage Ave are considering; 
for in this chapter he first tells us that there existed 
a tradition in his day as to the places in Avhich St. 
Thomas, St. AndrcAV, and St. John lived and died, 
using, to denote that idea, the ordinary Greek word for 
tradition, (7rnpaSo<»i<,). He then abandons that tenn 
to speak of Peter, and introduces what he says of him 
Avith the usual Greek expression for denoting a conjec- 
ture, (locKt,), saying, that in addition to Avhat the Scrip- 
turesinformus,he srav reason for thinking that Peter may 
have died in Europe, after having written from Babylon to 
the adjoining provinces of the Dispersion ; adding that as 
to Paul, it Avas historically recorded by Origen, both that 
he had travelled in Illyria, and that he had died at Rome. 
The conclusiveness of this illustration induces me to 
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transcribe here the whole passage from the original, a 
translation of which has been already given for the 
English reader in the section upon Origen. 

Tan Se lepan rau Sampor rifjuin aicocroXuv re xat ixaQmraiy e|)’ 
airairay xarottnrapcvrw)! mv OMOVfMvm Qa/tiutf puv, ui ri •Kapa.ioo'iS 
•nepiey^fi, rvy ITctpSiav eiXtij^s*, Ayipectf Se tt)v 2xi/9i»v, luanxf mv 
Aatav, npos ovs xai $iargi4'izr ev E^eitu rtXeurx. IlEr^aE Se ev Tloyrcp 
KCci FaXari^, xai KatraSoxiu re xai Acria xExnpi/^Evai rots ev 

Siao’TTopx lovSxioiE EoixEV' 01 xat em teXei ev Ta>iji-ip yEvofiEvor ayeaxaXtnetaBrt 
xara xe^Xvi; hvrais atrro; a^ia/aaf ttahety. Ti Sei irept TlauXov Xeyeir, 
am 'le^vaaXn/jt. fJi-exP* IXXi/pixou TTEorXvipuxoTos ro EuayysXiov rou 
\pt<rrav, xat utrrepoy ev tt) 'P<u/x>j ewi Nspa/vor f^Efxa^t/pDxoror ; Tavra 
il^tyeyet xara Xe^ty EV rptrcp rofaw ruv ets mv yeyeaty e^rrynrtxa/y aafats 
etp-nrat. 

We have a further illustration of this point in book ii. 
c. 25, where Eusebius endeavours to fix the period at 
which the two leading apostles died, in order to com- 
mence his history of the churches from that date. The 
title of the chapter is, “ On that Persecution of the 
Christian World in Nero’s reign, during which Paul and 
Peter were honoured for their piety with martju^’ monu- 
ments at Rome,” (koO’ ov etti PwpjJic IlavXo^ xai UiTpoQ Toic 
VTTip evtye€eiac fiaprvpiotq KanKoaftiiByiaav,') And in it 
Eusebius mentioning an on-dit of his day to the effect 
that Peter’s martyrdom, as well as Paul’s, took place in 
Nero’s reign, and during this Emperor’s persecution of 
the Christians in the East, expressly avoids saying that 
Peter’s martyrdom was supposed to have taken place in 
Europe, although he says that it was thpre that Paul’s 
was supposed to have taken place. After describing 
Nero’s ferocity of disposition and conquest of the Baby- 
lonian provinces, he writes thus : “ Aiid therefore Paul 
is said to have been beheaded even in the very city of 
Rome itself, (ett’ avrnQ 'P<u^tic,) and Peter to have been 
crucified likewise in the time of Nero.” (Tijv avaroXtiv 

■traaav virora£,ag, &C. . . . Tavrp yovv ovtoq dEO/ia^oc ev toic 
piaXiara trpioro^ avaKripv^Oet^ tvi rag Kara rwv AirotrroXwit 
tTrypOrj atftayag. IlauXoc St) ovv etr' avrt]g 'P(upt)g rt)v ke^oXijv 
airoTpr)9r)vai, xat IlETpoc (JfTaivroJC avaaxoXoTrtaOt)vai xar avrav 
laropovrat.) Where the collocation of the words alto- 
gether precludes the supposition that Eusebius here 
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meant to say that Peter was crucified where Paul wiis 
beheaded, — a suppression on the part of this exact writer 
which is the more remarkable as it occurs in the very 
clause in which, if there were even the alleged tradition 
or rumour on the subject, he would most naturally 
have made the statement of the one apostle as well as 
of the other. And that Peter was not put to death at 
some unknown period, but under the same Emperor as 
Paul, is, he adds, rendered probable by the association 
of their names in the most ancient sepulchral records at 
the Seat of government, (which would not, he supposes, 
have been likely to have occurred, if the time of Peter’s 
death had been unkno^vn there,) as well as by the distinct 
statement of Dionysius Corinthus, to the effect that they 
died “ ABOUT THE SAME TIME.” In another passage, also, 
(iii.. 31, )in which Eusebius professes to recapitulate all the 
information which he was able to communicate in the 
chapter ii. 25, respecting Peter’s martyrdom, he does not 
pretend to say that he told the place in which it occurred, 
or that there was any tradition about its being in Europe. 
His words there are, — “ The time and manner of the 
death of Paul and Peter, and even the place where their 
relics were deposited after death, I have already shown.” 
Some have been led to overlook the structure of the 
passage in ii. 25, from a mistaken impression that the 
Greek word “/laprupiov,” in the title, denoted a martyr’s 
death, as the Latin word “ martyrium ” often does ; nut 
this Greek word never has that signification, either 
in Eusebius or in any other ancient writer. It some- 
times simifies a martyr’s attestation, — the testimony 
afforded by a martyr, whether that be attended with his 
death or not; but ordinarily it signifies the monument 
or trophy placed over any little stone, bit of chain, or 
other relic that had ever b^n connected Avith the martyr 
and his sufferings. These monuments at Rome were at 
first erected under ground in the catacombs, between the 
Ostian and Appian roads, and subsequently above 
ground on the hill Ractisanus, now called the Vatican. 
On this use of the term in Eusebius, the Roman-catholic 
commentator, Valesius, says: “ MapTi.pio»> is projxjrly 
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the name applied to the place in which a martyr’s relics 
are deposited,” (proprifS dicitur locus in quo, &c.) Ac- 
cordingly we find that Eusebius, as has been seen in his 
account of the apostolic martyrium at Constantinople, 
uses the term in this, its ordinary sense, as constantly as 
any other writer ; and in his “ Panegyric upon Constan- 
tine,” ch. Lx., he calls our Saviour’s monument by the 
two names here applied to Peter’s, a “ martyrium” and 
a “ trophy.” Suicer in his Lexicon says : “ MapTupjow 
means a temple, or any little oratory erected to the 
honour and memory of a martyr,” (Templum sive sacel- 
lum in Martyris alicujus honorem et memoriam ®difi- 
catum) and cites from Can. ix., Concil. Laodiceni. 
“ To visit the cemeteries, or what were called Martyria” 

(eic TO KoifJUjTtipia ri tig ra Xtyofxiva fiaprvpia airtivai). 

Henry Stephens, in his Thesaurus, says of this 
word: “ It signifies testimony — sometimes even the 
witness himself — also the place in which a martyr’s 
relics are kept.” Scaliger, in Chronicon Eusebii, says : 
“ It properly means the altar which is placed over the 
relics of a martyr.” — ( Martyrium proprie est altare im- 
positum Martyris cineribus. ) Amdius, in his “ Lexicon 
of Ecclesiastical Antiquities,” says : “ ra Maprvpta is the 
name applied to the places and monuments sacred to 
the martyrs” (loca et monumenta sacra martyribus.) 
Father Janning says in Acta Sanctorum (vol. vi. Jun. 
p. 111.) “In various places there were churches (and are 
still) which kept the bodies or other relics of their saints 
deposited in crypts beneath the ground, with an altar 
erected over them. These repositories (conditoria) were 
called martyrium by the Greeks, and con/essio by the 
Latins, even in the most ancient times, and were, in 
most cases, situated underneath the principal altar of 
the church.” Baronius, on the Roman martyrology, 
says : “ The place in which a martyT is buried, is called 
a martyrium;” and, again: “What vre call confesaio 
in Latin, is what is caUed martyrium in Greek.” He 
also remarks upon this very chapter: “ Precisely the 
same monuments which we call confessiones in Latin, 
are called trophies by Caius in Eusebius ii. 25.” The 
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Roman-catholic annotator, in Caillau’s edition of the 
Fathers, published in Paris (a.d. 1836) says in Chrys- 
ostom, vol. ii. : “ Martyrium means a church conse- 
crated in the name of a martyr, or in which the bones 
of a martyr are deposited. The word is frequently to be 
met with in the ecclesiastical writers” (vox frequens 
apud scriptores ecclesiasticos.) For Peter’s martyrium 
in the catacombs, and the aperture at the top of it, the 
reader is referred to Father Aringhi, in his Roma Sub- 
terranea B. iii. ch. 3., &c. Thus there is nothing in the 
title of the chapter ii. 25 to justify the supposition that 
anything in that chapter alludes to the conjecture in iii.l. 

2. On the second point to be illustrated it is enough to 
quote the memorable words of Cardinal Baronius, as 
there is no one perhaps wlio has laboured with more 
zeal, or with more success, than he has, to throw an air 
of plausibility around this isolated and original conjec- 
ture of Eusebius, or who better knew the utter insuffi- 
ciency of the authorities by which it is supposed to be 
supported. “ As to the history of the apostles,” says 
Baronius (a.d. 44, paragraph 42), “after they once sepa- 
rated, WE ARE UTTERLY IN THE DARK (res perobscura cst). 
For as(witli the exception of our canonical scriptures) the 
actions and the writings that pass under the names of the 
apostles, are known to be mere fictions; and as nothing 
whatever that has lieen related .about the apostles by 
real and trustworthy %vriters, is now to be found in its 
original and uncorrupted form, we are compelled to 
despair of being ever able to know for certain anything 
that really and truly took place in the lives of these holy 
men.” — (Quod vero pertinet ad res ab ipsis ajmstolis 
gestas postquam ab invicem semel separati sunt, res qui- 
dem leque perobscura est. Cum enim apostolorurn nomine 
tarn facta quara scripta reperiantur esse supposititia, nee, 
si quid de illis a veris sincerisque scriptoribus narratuin 
sit, integrum et incorruptum omnino remanserit, in despe- 
rationem plane quandara animum dejiciunt posse unquam 
assequi quod verum certumquc snbsistat. ) This very 
just and remarkable admission of Baronius neither 
Bellarmine nor any other Roman-catholic writer of the 
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least note, has ever pretended to contradict, although 
most of them have joined with Baronius in endeavour- 
ing to substantiate the conjecture of Eusebius. 

That the conjecture, therefore, then and thus first 
hazarded was purely a conjecture, and neither a tradi- 
tion nor even an on dit, much less a historical fact, is 
evident both from the terms in which the bishop of 
Ctesarea expresses it, from his silence respecting it on 
all other occasions, and from the admissions of those 
who have most narrowly and indulgently examined the 
grounds of it. It was, moreover, a conjecture for which 
there was in his day some excuse, as the epistle in 
which Peter says he was about to die at Babylon, was 
not then universally acknowledged to be Peter’s. And 
that Eusebius did not pretend to allege any other 
grounds for his conjecture except the supposed relics, 
is abundantly proved by the confession of Cardinal 
Bellarmine, that cannot be too often repeated : “Eusebius 
suggests,” says he, “ no other reason but the relics for 
supposing Peter to have died in Europe.” 

As to whether the relics at Rome which gave rise to 
the conjecture, were really those of the apostle or not, 
does not require to be here examined, for we have 
already seen, in the section upon Caius, that the pre- 
sence of a martyr’s relics in a city was but a very slight 
reason indeed for suspecting that the martyr h^ been 
put to death there, and such as cannot be allowed for a 
moment to stand against the plain indication of the 
Scriptures. But that the general reader may not be 
uninformed as to the localities in which the Roman 
clergy state these relics to be now, and to have been 
anciently deposited, I give the following from Butler’s 
Lives of the Saints (June 29), “ St. Gregory (a.d. 604) 
writes, that the bodies of the two apostles were buried 
in the Catacombs two miles out of Rome (near the 
Ostian Road). The most ancient Roman Calendar pub- 
lished by Bucherius, marks their festival at the Cata- 
combs on the 20th of June. ... At present, the 
heads of the two apostles are kept in silver bustoes in 
the church of St. John Lateran (near the beginning of 
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the Ostian Road). But one half of the body of each 
apostle is deposited together in a rich vault in the great 
ch.Tch of St. Paul, on the Ostian Road, and the other 
half of both bodies in a more stately vault in the 
Vatican church.” And again (18 Nov., in a note): 
“ St. Paul’s Church stands on the Ostian Road. In a sub- 
terraneous vault under the patriarchial altar, lie half the 
relics of St. Peter and St. Paul.” The following account 
of tliis division of the relics is from the Acta Petri, by 
Paulus Aimilius Sanctorius, Archbishop of Urbino (in 
Italy), which Avork Avas published at Rome a.d. 1597, 
and may be seen in the Acta Sanctorum (vol. 6, for 
June) : “ Peter’s bones,” says Sanctorius, “ were mixed 
with Paul’s in the Catacombs, either because it Avas 
the Avill of Heaven that they AA’ho had lived in affection 
and brotherhood should be enclosed in the same busto, 
or because the Asiatics did it out of malignity. For 
certain people from the east came over, out of affection 
for the ajKAstles, who had lived so much among them, 
and because they envied the Italians the good fortune 
that resulted from the possession of the relics, and 
made an attempt to carry off the bodies ; but being 
discovered and frightened by the Roman Christians 
Avho had arms in their hands, they threw the bodies 
into a well there (in puteum quendam ad Catacumbas). 
This Avas about tAvo, or rather less than two, miles out- 
side the Capine Gate (between the Appian and the 
Ostian Road). At a subsequent period, there was a 
voice from heaven declaring that the larger bones Avere 
the preacher’s, the smaller bones the fisherman’s ; and 
immediately St. Sylvester, the high priest of Rome, 
Avhen Constantine was leaving Rome to live at Byzan- 
tium, Aveighed out these relics in equal quantities 
(a.d. 319), after haAring first separated them upon a 
slab of porphyry ; and one half of each body was placed 
in the church now called the Vatican, the other half of 
each body in St. Paul’s, and the two heads in the 
church of St. John Latcran.” Father Aringhi gives a 
similar account of this transaction in his Roma Subter- 
ranea, book iii. chap. iii. Father Janning (Acta Sane- 
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torum, vol. vi., for June, p. 123), to whom the reader 
is referred for many interesting particulars upon this 
subject, makes a very just distinction when he says that 
the weighing was only necessary to divide Peter’s relics 
into two equal parts, as the voice had already enabled 
Sylvester to distinguish Peter’s relics from those of the 
other apostle. This writer mentions that at St. Paul’s 
Basilica on the Ostian Road, there is the following 
inscription over the principal altar : — “ Sub hoc altari 
requiescunt gloriosa corpora Apostolorum Petri et 
Pauli pro medietate; reliqua autem medietas reposita 
est in S. Petro; capita vero in S. Joanne Laterano.” 
(Under this altar lie halves of the bodies of the 
Apostles Peter and Paul ; the other halves of them are 
deposited at St. Peter’s, and the two heads are in the 
Church of St. John Lateran.) He also mentions that 
the slab of porphyry upon which the division was 
effected by the Bishop Sylvester, is to be still seen in 
the Vatican, with the following inscription: — “Super 
isto lapide porfiretico fuerunt divisa ossa Sanctorum 
Apostolorum Petri et Pauli et Pondcrata per Beatum 
Silvestrum Papam sub Anno Domini 319, quando facta 
fuit ista Ecclesia.” (Upon this stone of porphyry, the 
bones of the holy Apostles Peter and Paul were divided 
and weighed by St. Sylvester, the Pope, a.d. 319, when 
this church was built.) The Lateran Church, of which 
many readers may not have often heard, is regarded 
by the Roman clergy as the most important church at 
Rome. It contains a martyrium of John the Baptist, 
and another of St. John the Evangelist, built, as well 
as the whole Church, by Constantine. Butler, in his 
Lives of the Saints, says, “ The popes usually resided at 
tliis church, till Gregory IX., returning from Avignon, 
began to reside at St. Peter’s, or the Vatican. This 
church, nevertheless, retains the pre-eminence above all 
other churches in Rome. . . . The Lateran Church is 
styled the head, the mother, and the mistress of all 
churches, as an inscription on its walls imports.” 

St. Gregory the Great (a.d. 604) thus alludes to the 
foregoing history of St. Peter’s relics in a letter to the 
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EmOTess Constantins, in which he refused to send her 
St. Paul’s head, which she wrote from Constantinople 
to ask him for: — “ In the earliest days of our church, 
people came from the east to take back the relics of the 
apostles, upon the ground that both the apostles belonged 
to them, which relics had been taken as far as the 
second milestone from the gate, and were deposited 
there, in a place called the Catacombs. When, how- 
ever, these people, although there was a great number 
of them, attempted to carry them off, a storm of 
thunder and lightning so completely terrified and dis- 
persed them, that they never again presumed to attempt 
anything of the kind. At a subsequent period, how- 
ever, the Christians of Rome went out and removed 
those relics, and placed them where they are now.” — 
30 Epist. book iii. This original interment of Peter’s 
relics in the Catacombs is thus adverted to by the 
Dominican Fathers in the Bibliotheque Sacrde : “ The 
body of St. Peter was, we are told (on dit) first 
interred in the Catacombs two miles from Rome.” 
And Father Calmet writes to the same effect: “On dit 
que le corps de St. Pierre fut d’abord enterrc aux 
Catacombes a deux milles de Rome.” — {Diet.) 

The only earlier authority to which the Roman clergy 
refer us on this point is Eusebius, the historian of Cae- 
sarea, who alludes (ii. 25) to the relics found in his 
day, and to the foregoing distribution of them between 
the two Christian cemeteries of Rome — “ This story (viz., 
Peter’s being put to death as well as Paul in Nero’s 
reign) is corroborated by the junction of their names in 
the appellation still given to the earliest Christian ceme- 
teries in that city, which are called the cemeteries of Peter 
and Paul. Caius, also, speaks thus of those parts of Rome 
where the sacred relics of these two apostles have been 
just deposited” (aura raura irtpt Ttov roTroiv tvOa Tutv 
uprifxtvutv airoaTo\b)v ra ttpa aKtivitipara KarariOiirat). Here 
follow the words of Caius, who, as has been already seen, 
mentions the Ostian Road, and the Vatican Hill, as the 
sites of the earliest Christian cemeteries. 

Of the foregoing points, then, respecting these relies, 
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the main outline to be remembered is this : That in the 
time of Caius (a.d. 250) the remains of the two apostles 
are supposed to have been lying together in the cata- 
combs, near the Ostian Roaa, and no portion of them 
M’hatever on the Vatican Hill, although there was even 
then a trophy there of both apostles — that no writer 
earlier than the historian of Caesarea ever mentions 
these relics — that more than a small portion of Peter’s 
body is not supjKiscd, even by the Roman clergy, to be 
now at the Vatican — that they suppose one half of it to 
be at St. Paul’s on the Ostian Road — that they suppose 
his head to be at the Lateran church — that St. Gregory 
the Great said, that no more than half of Peter had ever 
been placed upon the Vatican Hill, and that there was an 
interval of, at least, two centuries and a half, during 
which Peter’s relics are supposed to have been in the 
Catacombs, although not known to be there, nor men- 
tioned by any writer of that period, viz., from his 
martyrdom at Babylon (about a.d. 67) to the eccle- 
siastical miracle of the voice in the air, that was heard 
by St. Sylvester (a.d. 319.). On some of the foregoing 
points, however, it ought to be stated, that there is 
rather a controversy among the Roman clergy, a few of 
whom contradict St. Gregory the Great, and say that 
he knew nothing at all about it, and that Peter’s 
relies w'ere removed several times from the catacombs 
to the Vatican, and from the Vatican to the cata- 
combs. Some also acknowledge that they cannot be 
ver)’ certain that any part of the apostle, but his head, 
had ever at any time been sent to Rome from the East. 
“ We undoubtedly consider,” says Father Hardouin on 
this point, “ that Peter’s head, at all events, w'as con- 
veyed by the Christians from Jerusalem to Rome alter 
the siege, and that it ought to be held there in great 
veneration. But there is no neces.«ity for supposing that 
Peter himself ever came to Rome.” (Petri saltern caput 
Romam postea fuisse delatum a Christianis ex Hieroso- 
lymis omnino credimus, ibique religiose illud coli opor- 
tere. At Romam veriisse Petrum necesse non est.) 

Thus much for the information of the general reader. 
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It wll be seen, however, tliat these controverted par- 
ticulars about the relics arc all unimportant in the 
present question. 


II. 

All the other passages in Eusebius (except the fore- 
going conjecture) that are supposed to bear upon the 
point now in question, have been so notoriously mis- 
translated, or have been made the grounds for conclu- 
sions which they so notoriously do not warrant, that 
they have no weight now-a-days, except Avith such per- 
sons as have not access to the original. I shall, never- 
theless, lay a thorough analysis of each before the reader, 
as these passages (such as they are) constitute all, or 
almost all, that remains in the Fathers to be examined 
upon the subject. There are five of them. In one 
pass^e Eusebius is supposed to say that Peter came 
into Europe in person, against the impostor of Samaria, 
in the reign of Claudius; in another, that Peter wrote 
his first epistle at Rome ; in a third, that he was there 
with Mark, when Mark wrote his Gospel ; in a fourth, 
that he was bishop there ; and in a fifth, that Philo, the 
Jewish writer of Alexandria, saw him there. It will be 
found that the historian says none of these things. 

The first of these five passages occurs in the 14th 
chapter of the second book. It is brought forward by 
Father M'Corry, and the Correspondent in the Times, as 
afibrding the most satisfactory evidence to every serious 
and enlightened mind, of the apostle’s having come into 
Europe five and twenty years, or thereabouts, before he 
was put to death at Babylon. It will be seen, however, 
that the Greek text does not bear the interpretation 
these parties seek to give it, and that even if it had done 
so, even if it had borne them out in their views, it is 
admitted by Baluze, Ccillier, and the Roman clergy in 
general, that such an interpretation of the passage would 
have clashed with all histoiy, sacred and profane. Be- 
sides, everybody acknowledges that a statement made, for 
the first time, tliree hundred years after the event stated, 
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would be inadmissible as evidence of it. But, as I have 
said, Eusebius does not make it. After adverting to the 
existence of a Christian Church at Rome, in the reigns 
of Tiberius, Caligula, and Claudius, (in the preceding 
chapters ii. iii. and xiii.) the bishop of Cajsarea writes 
as follows : “ The sorcerer of Samaria being struck 
with the lightning of the mind, when fonnerly in 
J udica, he was detected in his wickedness by the Apostle 
Peter (Acts viii.), escaped immediately a great way 
westw'ard across the seas, thinking that thus alone he 
could have any hope of getting on in his bad career. 
Beginning at Rome, he was greatly assisted by the 
spirit of evil that brooded above that city ; and had, in 
a short space of time, so far succeeded in his projects 
that after his death the inhabitants set up his image, 
and worshipped it. His triumph, however, did not long 
continue. Immediately afterwards, in the self-same 
reign of Claudius, the benign and all-gracious Pro- 
vidence of Heaven directs against Rome (twi rriv ‘Vwfiriv) 
as against this pest of man, that great and active apostle, 
who, on account of his ability, was the leader of the 
rest ; and he, as some gallant captain in the service of 
his Maker — yes, as one equipped in celestial panoply, 
succeeded in transporting to the inhabitants of the west 
the precious freight of spiritual light out of the east, light 
at once and a soul-saving word by promulgating among 
them his joyful Proclamation (ro Ki;puyjua)of the heavenly 
kingdom : and the divine word having, in this form, so- 
journed among the Romans, the influence of the sorcerer 
was foiled — ay, perished almost as rapidly as the man.” 
The only modern Roman Catholics who interpret 
these words of Peter’s having left the east, are Father 
M'Corry, and the writer in the Times. As these, how- 
ever, have published their mistaken interpretation of 
them, the reader is reminded that the Greek preposition 
iiri with the name of a city in the accusative, as in this 
place, does not denote “ going to the city,” as these writers 
here translate, but “ acting with reference to it” whether 
that be for or against ; and that this Greek preposition, in 
order to denote “ going to a city,” has always a genitive, as 
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every Greek scholar knows, and as Eusebius himself ex- 
presses this idea in the neighbouring chapters, when he 
says that Philo was “sent to Rome” {antXafiivo^ tm tijc 
jroXea*c, ii. 5), and that Philo “came to Rome” 
(fTTt Tijc Pw^»)c aipiKoftevoQ, ii. 18), and that Paul was led 
in bonds to Rome t-n-i Pa»^?)<; aytrai, ii. 22), as 

well as elsewhere throughout all his writings. The 
reader is also reminded, that this chapter does not profess 
to treat of St. Peter’s arrival at Rome, but of the success 
of the Kripvyfta Tltrpov in that city, when it was sent there 
against the heresy of the Gnostics; the title of the chap- 
ter being “On the Kvpvypa lljr/oou (the Apostle Peter’s 
‘ Message’ or ‘ Proclamation’) at Rome.” Of this docu- 
ment Eusebius elsewhere (iii. 3) says: “ As to that work, 
however, which is ascribed to Peter, called his ‘ Preaching’ 
or ‘ Proclamation’ (to f3l(3Xioi’ to Xtyoptvor avrov Kt/pvypa), 
we do not by any means know of its having been univer- 
sally received in all the churches.” Valesius, the Ro- 
man-catholic commentator, says upon these words: 
“ This book, which was called the Kiipvyfia or Prccdicatio 
Petri, is cited by Clemens Alexandrinus, &c., and, 
fimdly, by Lactantius, who mentions this document in 
the 20th chapter of his fourth book.” Valesius, also, 
says on Eusebius vi. 14: “In the extracts from 

Theodotus, Peter’s apocalypse is cited, and also his 
Kvpvypa or Proedicatio." Lactantius expressly infonns 
us that this “ Preaching” or “ Message,” called the 
Kripvypa, was published at Rome before the destruction 
of Jerusalem (a.d. 70), and that in it the Apostles pro- 
claimed and predicted many things to the Gentiles there. 
(See the section of the present work on the Knpoyna 
ntrgou,also the section on Lactantius.) Clemens, the arch- 
bishop of Alexandria, in his treatise iigainst the Gnos- 
tics (Stromat. lib. vi. c. .5, &c.) long before the time of 
Eusebius, often quotes the Kt\pvypa IlfTpou as a work of 
the highest authority, and, as l^e Clerc justly remarks, 
evidently looked upon it as having the sanction of the 
apostles. This archbishop’s manner of quoting the docu- 
ment is as follows : “ In the Kijpu-y/ua Ilar^ou you will 
find,” &c. — “ Peter says in the Ktipvypa that,” &c. 
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— “ Paul shows this in the Ktipvyfia Tltrpov, when he 
says,” &c. (or. perhaps, more properly translated, “ in 
addition to it”) — “ In the early part of the Kvpvypa 
TltTpov, our Lord says to his disciples,” &c. &c. Origen, 
who also preceded Eusebius, informs us that Heracleon, 
one of the Samaritan’s immediate successors in the 
Gnostic school, quoted from it as authentic. “ It would 
be tedious,” says Origen in his Commentary on St. John, 
“ to produce here what Heracleon has quoted from what 
is called the IltTpou, or to stay to inquire re- 

specting that book whether it is to be regarded as 
genuine, or spurious, or interpolated.” The reality of the 
work is thus clearly proved, although the work itself is 
now lost. No evidence, then, could be more complete 
of Eusebius’s meaning, if the text were not clear enough, 
than the title of this chapter; for the titles of the chap- 
ters are proved to have been written by Eusebius hun- 
self, and are admitted on all hands to have been so. It 
has been shown, however, that the text is abundantly 
explicit. 

But even if this chapter had been about Peter’s having 
left the east in the reign of Claudius, the Roman clergy 
have long since acknowledged that no testimony to that 
effect could have been accepted, as such a statement 
would have contradicted both the Scriptures and the 
Fathers, and was in itself altogether improbable. Even 
Bishop Pearson and Mr. Baratier, Father Ceillier, and 
Baluze, the very authorities to whom the Correspondent 
in the Times refers us, acknowledge this. It is there- 
fore truly remarkable that Father M'Corry and this 
correspondent should have thus not only asserted an 
inaccurate interpretation of Eusebius, but also reas- 
serted the long since exploded hypothesis of the learned 
Cardinal Baronius, that Peter might have come into 
Europe in the reign of Claudius, twenty-five years before 
he was supposed to have been put to death. As, how- 
ever, these writers consider the hypothesis such conclu- 
sive evidence of Peter’s having left the East, and as 
the errors into which they have fallen on this point 
might mislead others if allowed to remain uncontradicted, 
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I must trespass upon the patience of the reader with a 
few quotations, to show that these writers are alone in 
their strange views, and that the Roman clergy have 
long since seen the necessity of abandoning this most 
extravagant hypothesis about the reign of Claudius and 
the Five-and-Twenty years. 

This theory was first promulgated by Baronius 
(a.d. 1607) some ten or twenty years before his death. 
He began by making the statement already quoted: 
“ As to the history of the apostles, after they once 
separated from each other, the whole matter is overhung 
with extreme obscurity. . . . We cannot now hope to be 
ever able to know witn anything like historical certainty 
what really took place in the subsequent lives of the 
apostles.” — ( Annal. a.d. 44, paragraph 42.) The annalist 
then puts it forward, as a not improbable supposition, 
that Peter may have passed from the East to Europe in 
the reign of Claudius, twenty-five years before he was 
put to death, deriving the suggestion, as he himself 
acknowledges, not from anything in the “ Ecclesiastical 
History” by Eusebius, nor from anything in any writer 
previous to Eusebius, but from what all now admit to 
be a most inaccurate translation by Jerome, nearly a 
century afterwards, of another Greek work by Eusebius, 
the original of which is now lost. As, however, we learn 
from the Acts of the Apostles that Peter was subse- 
quently at Jerusalem, the Cardinal seeks to make his 
first hypothesis harmonize with this fact and with other 
passages of history, by a further hypothesis, to the eflect 
that Peter might have gone back again from Europe to 
Jerusalem, though no ancient writer ever said he did, and 
that he might have come a second time from the East 
into Europe, in the rei^n of Nero. These two suppo- 
sitions once made, Baronius in his Annals, and naturally 
enough, deals with them (as Father Parsons did with 
Peter’s residence in England) as facts that are no longer 
to be discussed or disputed ; a circumstance which has 
misled many, for it was thence imagined that he must 
have had evidence for them in authentic records, and 
that he did not regard them as suppositions. 


Digitized by CiOOgle 



EUSEBIUS. 


163 


Fleury, Bossuet, Petau, Calmet, Bellarmine, Valesius, 
Geillier, and all the Roman-catholic writers, Avithout 
exception, acknowledge that if the first supposition is 
allowed to stand, the second becomes indispensable; — 
that if Peter came from the East in the reign of Claudius, 
he must have made more than one journey from there ; 
in fact, so many are supposed necessary by some, that 
they are no longer caUed “journey” but “excursions,” 
by the writers "wmo speak of them. 

These two extraordinary suppositions, however, were 
not long unopposed by the Roman clergy, as being, 
(however well intended by Baronius) calculated to bring 
their church into disrepute with all the educated portion 
of the Christian world. The celebrated Father Antonio 
Pagi (a.d. 1699), a Franciscan monk, and the most 
learned as well as partial of Baronius’s commentators, 
candidly declares, that the first of these suppositions is 
contrary to Scripture, — “ a point,” he says, “ to which 
Baronius had not sufficiently attended,” — and that the 
second of them is “absurd.” — (See his Index). He in- 
forms us that Father Papebroche, the Jesuit, and the 
Ablxi de Longucrue, both names that command the 
highest respect in the Roman church, told him that they 
agreed with him on these points, and he refers us to the 
opinions of Baluze and Valesius, as exactly representing 
his own. — (See Baronii Annales, vol. i. a.d. 45, notes.) 

Father Calmet (a.d. 1757) says, that even before his 
time, the suppositions of Baronius had been abandoned 
by the Roman clergy as untenable. “As to saying 
that Peter lived twenty-five years at Rome as bishop, 
that is a notion that people do not now pretend to 
justify ; besides, it is but very partially entertained.” — 
(Quand on dit que St. Pierre a sieg6 k Rome pendant 
vingt-cinq ans, e’est deja une chose que Ton ne pretend 
pas soutenir avec opini&tretd et qui n’est point avoue 
de tout le monde. — Preliminary Dissertation on 1 Peter.) 

Nicholas Thoynard, a very distinguished Roman- 
catholic writer, and friend of Cardinal Noris, admits 
this also, and hints pretty plainly that their inconsistency 

M 2 


Digitized by Google 


164 


EUSEBIUS. 


with Scripture is against them. “ Many of our church,” 
says he, in his Notes upon Lactantius, “ assert two jour- 
neys of Peter’s to Rome, one under Claudius, and one 
under Nero. Others acknowledge only one, under Nero.” 
And again : “ But if that excursion of Peter’s (ista Petri 
excursio) is condemned on account of its inconsistency 
■>vith the Scriptural account of events as far as the 12th 
chapter of the Acts, then his first visit to Europe was in 
the reign of Nero.” 

The Roman-catholic commentator on Petau’s “Abr^ge 
Chronologique,” says that the supposition of Baronius is 
attended with a good deal of difficulty (ce qui souffrc 
de tres-gi-andes difficulties) and refers to Baluze, as enter- 
taining a more rational view of matters. Father Tille- 
mont (a.d. 1698) admits this also: “There is something,” 
says he, in his Notes on Peter’s History, “ not easy to 
believe (II y a quelque chose de difficile a croire) in what 
is said about Peter’s going to Rome in 42, according to 
Eusebius and Jerome {i.e. Jerome’s translation of Euse- 
bius), and being put in prison at Jerusalem in 44.” 

Father Dupin (a.d. 1719) looks upon the stoiy as 
so utterly without foundation, that he nowhere takes 
the least notice of it. 

Valesius (a.d. 1676) writes as follows on the subject: 
“ Eusebius, indeed, in his Chronicon (i.e. in Jerome’s 
translation of it), mentions a visit of Peter’s to Rome in 
the second year of Claudius, which was the notion 
adopted by Baronius, Petau, and several others. But 
this notion is found to be refuted by the Acts of the 
Apostles, for in them it is clear that Peter remained 
constantly in Judoea and Syria imtil the last year of 
Agrippa’s reign, and Agrippa died at Caesarea, after 
having imprisoned Peter at Jerusalem, as is recorded by 
St. Luke. Since, therefore, Agrippa died, as we are all 
agreed, in the fourth year of Claudius, Peter could not 
have gone to Rome prior to that year. This view is 
strongly corroborated by Apollonius, an ancient writer, 
who composed an able work against the heresy of Mon- 
tauus. He says that there was a tradition in his time 
that the dispersion of the apostles took place after the 
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twelfth year from the Ascension, our Lord himself hav- 
ing so commanded them. Bede also mentions this in 
his Commentary on the 13th Chapter of the Acts. But 
the author of the Alexandrian Chronicle makes Peter’s 
visit to Rome still later.” (Val. in Euseb. ii. 16). 

Stephen Baluze (a.d. 1718), ■Nvrites thus on this 
point : — “ There are several very great difficulties (tot 
tantasque difficultates) connected with the notion of his 
having gone to Europe in the reign of Claudius, inas- 
much as it obliges us to suppose that he went there 
twee, and had two contests there with the Sama- 
ritan heretic, once under Claudius and again under 
Nero. How preposterous such a supposition as this is 
(Quaj res quam absurda sit) when no ancient writer 
states it, those well know who are acquainted with this 
subject; for as Cardinal Baronius himself justly observes 
elsewhere, every one disregards as untrue, or worse 
(contemnitur) what a later writer states without the 
authority of some one preceding him.” (Baluze in 
Lactant. ) 

Father Ceillier endeavours to transfer the responsi- 
bility of these absurd suppositions from Baronius to 
Jerome and the old Roman catalogue, as well as to the 
lost work of Eusebius, translated by Jerome. It will be 
seen, however, in a future page, that these writings are 
exempt from all such responsibility, and afford not the 
slightest pretext for these singular suppositions of Car- 
dinal Baronius. “ I know that several able 'men,” says 
Ceillier, “suppose two voyages of St. Peter to Rome, 
and that they place the first of these in the second year 
of the reign of the Emperor Claudius. They depend for 
the truth of this statement upon Eusebius and St. Jerome 
(I'.e. Jerome's translation of Eusebius), and upon an 
ancient catalogue of the Roman Pontiffs, published by 
Father Boucher. But it is not perhaps very difficult to 
show that upon that point Eusebius and St. Jerome 
have (j.e. Jerome’s translation of Eusebius has) deviated 
from the truth of history, to which they { i.e. the transla- 
tor) did not sufficiently attend.” He here points out some 
of the inconsistencies of the story, and then proceeds 
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thus : “ A learned member of our church of the last 
century (Stephen Baluze), conjectures, with much 
appearance of truth, that the notion which has been 
entertained for some time about St. Peter’s having 
governed the Church of Rome during twenty-five years, 
has arisen from mistaking the twenty-five years employed 
by the apostles separately in proclaiming the gospel 
throughout the world, for the time that St. Peter 
governed the Church of Rome by himself; and this 
writer has no hesitation in abandoning, upon this point, 
Eusebius and St. Jerome {i.e. Jerome’s translation of 
Eusebius), to adopt the opinion of Eactantius, who 
admitted but one of the voyages to Rome, and who places 
that, not under Claudius but under Nero ; and this also 
is the view of the matter that I adopt.” — (Ceill. vol. i. 
c. 9.) 

The Dominican Fathers in their “ Biblioth^que Sacree” 
(a.d. 1822), are very short and explicit as to the hypo- 
thesis of Baronius about the reign of Claudius and the 
Five-and-Twenty years : “ What is certain is, that Peter 
did not go to Rome until the reim of Nero.” (Ce qu’il y 
a de certain c’est qu’il n’aUa a Rome que sous I’erapire 
de Neron. — Art. Antioch.) 

Bishop Pearson, and Mr. Baratier, to whom we are 
referred by the writer in the Times as the very best 
authorities upon the subject of Peter’s having left the 
East, are equally explicit upon this point. “ I do not 
see any reason for thinking,” says Bishop Pearson, “ that 
Peter came into Europe in the reign of Claudius.” — 
(Dissert, i. c. 8.) “ This notion,” says Mr. Baratier, 

“ the learned have long since shown to be untrue, and 
contrary alike to the facts of history and to the testimony 
of the ancients.” (Sententiam hanc falsam esse et 
contra historiaj fidem, antiquorumque testimonia peccare, 
jamdudum ostenderunt Eruditi. c. i.) 

Thus it is clear that the hypothesis about the reign 
of Claudius has long ago fallen to the ground, and that 
even the Roman clergy themselves do not now pretend 
to say that Peter came at that time into Europe. But 
besides this, it has been seen that the Greek passage we 
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have been considering (Euseb. ii. 14) does not bear the 
sense which Father M“Corry and the Correspondent in 
the Times seek to force upon it, nor afford the slightest 
evidence of St. Peter’s having ever at any time abandoned 
his mission to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. (See 
also, on Jerome’s passages, p. 243 and Addenda.) 


III. 

The next passage to be considered occurs ii. 15, and is 
that upon which most stress is laid ; yet in it the histo- 
rian of CiEsarea merely tells us that the Jewish notion 
about Babylon meaning Rome in Isaiah and the ancient 
prophets, was extended by some of the Je^vish converts 
in his day, to Peter’s First Epistle — that “ Babylon" 
was supposed by these parties to stand for “ Rome” in 
that Epistle as well as in Isaiah — and that there was 
therefore a supposition among them that Peter must 
have been in Europe when he wrote it. The language 
of Eusebius distinctly implies that this was but an on- 
dit, and a partial one, — that no one could be sure it 
was true, — that he could not vouch for it, — nor was 
himself at all inclined to credit it. He thus expresses 
himself: “We hear it said that this is the Mark 

whom Peter mentions in his First Epistle as with him 
at Babylon; which it is also the on-dit again) 

that he composed at Rome, and that he himself shows 
this — but the metaphor is too bold (rpoTriKwrepov ) — by 
designating that city ‘ Babylon,’ when he says, ‘ the 
church at Babylon where I am, which was founded on 
the same occasion as you were, salutes you, as does also 
my son Mark, who is here with me.’ ’’ Nothing can be 
more evident than it is that Eusebius does not here state 
that Peter wrote his Epistle at Rome, but only speaks of 
the supposition as an improbable on-dit of the fourth cen- 
tury ; nor do I now find any writer who pretends to say 
he does. Since, however, this passage, occurring in an 
historian of the highest credit, and being greatly misun- 
derstood, has, no doubt, had much weight with those 
Roman Catholics who entertain the conjecture of Euse- 
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bius, about Peter’s not having been put to death at 
Babylon, it will not perhaps be uninteresting or unin- 
structive to examine thoroughly the circumstances of 
the dn-dit which it records. 

St. Jerome in his “ Commentary upon Isaiah,” dis- 
tinctly mentions it as a Jewish sa 3 nng that “ Babjdon” 
meant “ Rome” in Scripture ; and mentions it moreover as 
a saying that existed exclusively among the more carnal- 
minded of the Jews (not assuredly such of them as our 
Lord’s apostles), and as being withoilt a shadow of founda- 
tion in fact, — nay, as a nonsensical supposition which no 
one could entertain. “ The Jews,” says Jerome, “under- 
stand Isaiah xiv. 2 in a carnal and worldly sense, because 
after they returned from Babylon, they could not say 
that that which is here mentioned had taken place. The 
Babj’lonians who had enslaved them had not been in 
their turn enslaved by them. The Jews had not beaten 
the Babylonians in battle, nor taken possession of their 
houses, nor employed them as menials. They are there- 
fore reduced to think in their own foolish way (juxta 
fabulas suas) that the prediction must have reference to 
the Roman empire; and that when they conquer the 
Romans, it will then be true that nations to whom the 
Jews were slaves will have become slaves to the Jews. 
But though they deceive themselves with these literal 
interpretations of prophetic language, and the false hopes 
they give rise to, who, after ael, will believe them 
THAT ROME IS CALLED BABYLON (Quis cis conccdet Ut 
Roma vocetur Babylon?) and Nebuchadnezzar a Roman 
King?” — (St. Jerome on Isaiah, chap. xiv. 2.) It is 
unnecessar}" to repeat that St. Peter and the apo.stles 
were of all men the most unlikely to have in anj’of their 
writings afforded the least countenance to such a worldly- 
minded interpretation of the Scnptures. 

The report which applies this Jewish saying to the 
apostle’s language, and of which we have not the slightc-st 
trace in all antiquity except in this passage of Eusebius 
and its translations, was looked upon by two writers of the 
middle ages, and subsequently bj' Baronius, Bellarmine, 
and some others, ns not improbable under two mistaken 
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impressions: 1, that it was stated by Eusebius, on the 
authority of Papias, as existing in the earliest days of 
the cliurch ; and 2, that it was the opinion of Eusebius 
himself and of all the Fathers who succeeded him. It 
is, however, now in every one’s power to see that both 
these suppositions are, as happily every one now admits, 
utterly groundless. Eusebius does not give the report 
as existing in the earlier days of the church, nor on the 
authority of Papias (see the section on Papias), he gnly 
says that it existed in his own day (i.e. in the fourth 
century). He also says that he did not believe it — that 
the Jewish metaphor upon which it depended appeared 
to him to be too far-fetched to leave the story any pro- 
bability. Nor does any one of the Fathers repeat this 
on-dit, or say one word in vindication of it, although 
almost every one of them comment upon this First Epistle 
of St. Peter. This is what Father Tillemont adverts to 
when he says: “ Bishop Pearson attributes this notion to 
many of the Fathers. It is to be regretted that he has not 
mentioned who they were. He did not, however, himself 
entertain it.” (Pearson attribue ce sentiment en gdneral 
a beaucoup de Peres. Je voudrais qu’il les eht marquds. 
II ne les suit pas neanmoins. — Tillem., art. Peter.) 
Jerome, indeed, who was a Latin writer, fell into the 
error of supposing that Eusebius, who wrote in Greek, 
stated the fact in question upon his own authority, 
and accordingly where Jerome professes to give a 
translation of the passage from Eusebius, the state- 
ment is that Peter did use this Jewish metaphor, and 
not that there was a rumour of his having done so. 
But eveiyone admits that Jerome was (as he himself 
acknowledges) very inexpert in translating Greek, and 
that he in this place only made one of his not unusual 
blunders respecting the Greek text of Eusebius. In 
common fairness, then, we cannot cite Jerome as autho- 
rity on the subject, since the evidence of his mistake is 
before us, unless it be to prove that the rumour was so 
very partial when it did exist, that it did not reach 
Jerome in the next generation except through this inci- 
dental solitary statement of Eusebius, a writer in Pales- 
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tine, wholly unconnected with the Church of Rome. We 
have, however, abundant evidence that Jerome himself 
gave no countenance to the story even when he supposed 
he had it upon the authority of Eusebius ; for in none of 
his original writings, not even in his criticisms upon 
this very Epistle of St. Peter, does he so much as make 
the slightest allusion to its existence ; and in his com- 
mentary on the prophet Ilaggai (ch. ii.), in a passage 
alr^dy quoted in the section on Irenaeus, when speaking 
of the cities in which there were churches in Peter’s 
day, he mentions Babylon as a matter of course, and as 
being the city where Peter lived, without the least 
allusion to the Jewish saying which some of the less 
spiritual-minded of the Jewish converts connected with 
that name. 

An Englishman in the eighth century — our own Bede 
— is the first after Eusebius who adverts to this story, 
but he only repeats the erroneous Latin translation of 
St. Jerome, not the on-dit of Eusebius. About two or 
three centuries after Bede, an obscure writer named 
(Ecumenius, is supposed by some to have written a 
book, in which he alluded to it; and no one has been 
able to discover any other mention of it in the writings 
of the ancients. Scarcely any one now, therefore, seeks 
to justify this interpretation of the ajmstle’s language, 
except some of the Roman clergy who are still deceived 
as to its having had the sanction of the Fatliers, and 
as to its having been adopted in the days of Papias. It 
is almost needless to add that in the countries adjoining 
Babylonia the Christian commentators never understood 
“ Babylon ” to mean Rome. “ The Syriac and Anibic 
writers,” says Adam Clarke, “ understood it literally 
as denoting a town in the East; and if we are to be 
guided by opinion, an oriental writer is surely as good 
authority on the present question as a Eurojxjan.” — 
(Clarke on 1 Peter.) 

The groundlessness of the suppositions about Papias 
and the Fathers having been discovered, and the import- 
ance of maintaining the on-dit in connexion with the 
present controversy having been felt by some of the 
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writers in communion Avith the Church of Rome, two 
new suggestions were offered by Baronius and others 
of them, for the purpose of investing the story with 
something like probability. First, it was said that Rome 
is called “ Babylon” in the Revelations of St. John ; and 
secondly, that Babylon itself was a very unlikely place 
for Peter, the most active of the apostles for the circum- 
cision, to have gone to. 

With regard to the first of these suggestions, it is to 
be observed that St. John does not do what is imputed 
to him. He nowhere uses the mere term “ Babylon ” to 
designate Rome. The expression he employs is invari- 
ably “Babylon the Great” (Ba6uA<ux ^ fityaXri) and this 
obviously for the purpose of distinction ; the invariable- 
ness of the expression being rendered the more remark- 
able by the frequency of its recurrence — almost in suc- 
cessive verses. The English version does not always 
exhibit the fact I now speak of, but every one who reads 
the original is aware of it. It is, therefore, a mistake 
to suppose that St. John expected Rome to be under- 
stood by the mere name “ Babylon” in the Revelations. 
He does not. The passages clearly prove the contrary — 
clearly prove that he did not consider that name alone 
sufficient to designate it, — clearly prove that for that 
purpose St. Peter must have written at least “The church 
at Babylon the Great salutes you.” But that is not all. 
Even if St. John had attachecl this mystical sense to the 
mere name of Babylon in that mystical book of Revela- 
tions, how could we have thence inferred, without 
absurdity, that the word must bear the same mystical 
sense in all the other books of the New Testament? By 
“ Egypt,” St. John understood Jerusalem in this mys- 
tical sense in the same book, and tells us that others 
also used that name “ Egypt ” to designate “ the city 
where our Lord was crucified.” — (Rev. xi. 8.) But 
how can the Roman clergy hence pretend with any 
show of reason, that “ Egjyt ” stands for Jerusalem in 
the gospels and epistles? Surely there is neither critical 
accuracy nor common sense, to say nothing of piety, in 
this mode of dealing with the Scriptures. But, as has 
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been stated, St. John nowhere calls Rome merely 
“ Babylon,” nor considered that this term would have 
sufficiently designated the Capital of the Gentiles. 

As to tne second suggestion, so far was Babylon from 
being a very unlikely place for Peter to have gone to, 
that it can easily be shown to have been by a great deal 
the most likely — nay, that it is in the last degree 
unlikely that he should not have gone there, even if we 
had not his own express and solemn record of his 
having gone. In the first place, there was no quarter 
of the then known world, except Judaea, in which there 
were so many Jews and so many synagogues in Peter’s 
time as in Babylon and the surrounding provinces. 
Josephus, who was Peter’s contemporary, and a Jew, 
speaking of the Jews that were at Babylon about his 
own time, says in one place that they were there “ in 
great numbers,” (tvSa>cai irXt)0o<; tirlowSaiwv — Antiq.xv.2.) 
And in another, that there were several myriads of them 
permanently settled there as emigrants, (ov yap oXtyat 
ftvpiaSiQ TouSt Xaov Trcpi Tt)v fia^vXuvi avaTripKiaBriaav — Antiq. 
XV. 3. ) The “ myriad ” was ten thousand, fie also relates 
that there was upon one occasion, about half a century 
before he wrote, such an immense population of Jews 
together in Seleucia alone, which was the new capital of 
that country, about forty miles from Babylon, that 
although nearly fifty thousand of them were then 
slaughtered in that city by the factions there, yet such 
of them as escaped tlirough the compassion of the 
neutral Seleucians, and such of the other Jews of 
Babylonia as had rendered themselves obnoxious, were 
still able to hold out the strong cities of Neerda and 
Nisibis against the united force of those Seleucians and 
Babylonians that were opposed to them. — (Josephus, 
Antiquit, xviii. 9.) In another passage, when speak- 
ing of the few Jews who returned with Ezra from 
Babylon in the olden time, he says : “ But the whole 
people of the Israelites remained where they were. 
Whence it has happened, that there are but two tribes 
subject to the Romans in Asia and Europe. The ten 
tribes still exist beyond the Euphrates to this day, — 
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infinite myriads, whose numbers it is no longer possible 
for us to calculate,” (/ivpiaScc airdpot koi apif)fi<{t yvtDddrivai 
firi Suvafiivai — Antiq. xi. 5.) Philo, another Jew, and 
also a contemporary of St. Peter, describes the Jews 
at Babylon in his own days as appearing to constitute 
almost one-half of the inhabitants. (a>c ratv avOiytvtov fin 
TToXXtf) Tivi SoKHv iXaTTovddai — Phil, de Virtutibus.) On 
another occasion, this writer speaks of them as the 
chief occupants of Babylon and its neighbourhood, and 
as being so numerous tnat Petronius the Syrian Prefect 
was deterred by their numbers from withdrawing, as 
Cabgula had oi^ered him, one lialf of the Roman forces 
from the Euphrates to Judaea, to insist on the Emperor’s 
statue being placed in the temple at Jerusalem (ibid.); 
and in another passage he says, that the Jews were, in 
his own day, “ in very great numbers” (rrafitiXtiOuf — ibid.) 
in that as well as m all the rest of the cities in that 
part of Asia. “ If we except Palestine,” says Adam 
Clarke, “ there was no country in the world where the 
Jews were so numerous and so powerful as in the pro- 
vince of Babylonia, in which they had their two cele- 
brated seats of learning, Nehardea and Susa.” With 
these accounts of the Jews in the Babylonian district 
during the apostolic times, the other numerous indica- 
tions that we have perfectly agree. Of all the Jewish 
records, for instance, the two Talmuds — that of Babylon 
and that of Jerusalem — are looked upon by the Jews 
themselves as the most important; and of those the 
Talmud of Jerusalem is contained in one volume while the 
Talmud of Babylon, supposed to have been a work of the 
second century, and considered by the Jews as of higher 
authority than the other, extends to no less than fourteen 
thick foUo volumes. Surely siich a fact alone is evidence 
of the importance of the Jewish colony at Babylon, even 
as late as the second century. But further : Babylon 
was always considered the metro)X)lis of the Jews that 
did not live in Judasa. This fact is not only recognised 
W all the learned, but is distinctly stated in the 
Tabnud of Babylon : “ The Babylonians,” says Joseph 
Scaliger, “ were the head of the Asiatic Dispersion, as is 
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clear from innumerable passages of the Talmud.” And 
we cannot wonder that it was so. The Jews here were 
the original “ lost sheep of the house of Israel,” men- 
tioned by the ancient prophets and our Saviour, — the 
nucleus, as it were, around which all the rest of the 
Dispersion formed ; and what can be more natural than 
that the metropolis of the dispersed Jews should have 
been in Jews the most populous of their cities. One 
other illustration will suffice. The mere Jewish escort that 
accompanied the sacred treasures which were annually 
sent from Babylon to Jerusalem, amounted in the time of 
Peter and Josephus to forty, fifty, sixty thousand men, 
and upwards (ffoXXot ^vptaScc Josephus, Antiq. 

xviii. 9 ). "WTiereas, on the other hand, the highest num- 
ber of Jews that we ever hear of at the Gentile capital 
in the apostolic times, or indeed at any other period, 
does not appear to have much exceeded eight thou- 
sand (Josephus, Antiq. xvii. 11); so few, that they were 
all easily banished from the city whenever their conduct 
made this necessary. For one instance of this consult 
Suetonius (Tib. 36), Tacitus (Ann. ii. 85), and Jose- 
phus (Antiq. xviii. 3). Another instance occurs in 
Suetonius (Claud. 25), and in the Acts of the Apostles 
(xviii. 2). How then can any one pretend to say that 
in this particular Babylon was not a much more likely 
place for Peter to have gone to than Rome? All that 
Baronius and Bellarmine say in reply to these historical 
facts is, that after the massacre at Seleucia of the Jews 
that had rendered themselves obnoxious to the factions 
of that city, about forty or fifty years before Philo or 
Josephus ^vrote, it was not likely that there should have 
been Jews enough left alive afterwards in any part of 
Babylonia, during Peter’s life, to have made it at 
all reasonable to suppose that “ Babylon” could have 
meant Babylon in his epistle ! “ As Peter speaks of the 

church at Babylon,” says Baronius, “ and as this cannot 
possibly be understood of Babylon in Assyria, inasmuch 
as it is clear from Josephus that the Jews who lived in 
the Assyrian Babylon were expelled and slaughtered in 
the reign of Caligula, we cannot possibly avoid the 


Digitized by 


EUSEBIUS. 


175 


conclusion, that Peter understood Rome when he wrote 
Babylon.” (Bar. in Annal.) 

After what has just been stated about the subsequent 
numbers of the Jews in Babylon, both from Josephus 
and Philo, another of Peter’s contemporaries, this argu- 
ment requires no answer. As, however, Baronius was 
mistaken as to the expulsion from Babylon, and as to 
the total slaughter of the Babylonian or even of the 
Seleucian Jews, I append Josephus’s own account of 
this transaction, by which it will be seen that he speaks 
of “ the whole nation of the Jews in that quarter" as still 
existing after the massacre of the 50,000, which massacre, 
moreover, it must not be forgotten, had occurred nearly a 
quarter of a century before Peter is at all likely to have 
gone to Babylon, — and occurred in opposition to the 
wishes of the Parthian government, which always favoured 
the Jews. “ They (the Jews and Gentiles of Babylon) 
were,” says Josephus, “almost always at variance, by 
reason of the contrariety of their laws; and which party 
soever grew boldest before the other, they assaulted 
the other; and at this time in particular it was that 
the Babylonians attacked the Jews, which made those 
Jews so vehemently to resent the injuries they received 
from the Babylonians, that being neither able to fight 
with them nor bearing to live with them, they went 
to Seleucia, the principal city of those parts, which was 
built by Seleucus Nicator. It was inhabited by many 
of the Macedonians, but by more of the Grecians ; not 
a few of the Syrians also dwelt there ; and thither went 
some of the Jews, and lived there five years without 
any misfortunes. But in the sixth year, a pestilence 
came upon those at Babylon, which occasioned new 
removals of men’s habitations out of that city; and 
because they came to Seleucia, it happened that a still 
heavier calamity came upon them on that account, 
which I am going to relate immediately. Now the way 
of living of the people of Seleucia, who were Greeks and 
Syrians, was commonly quarrelsome and full of dis- 
cords, though the Greeks were too hard for the Syrians. 
When, therefore, the Jews were come thither and dwelt 
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among them, there arose a sedition, and the Syrians 
were too hard for the other by the assistance of the 
Jews, who are men that despise dangers, and very ready 
to fight upon anjr occasion. Now when the Greeks had 
the worst in this sedition, and saw that they had but 
one way of recovering their former authority, and that 
was if they could prevent the agreement between the 
Jews and the Syrians, they every one discoursed with 
such of the Syrians as were formerly their acquaint- 
ance, and promised they would be at peace and friend- 
ship with them. Accordingly they gladly agreed so to 
do; and when this was done by the principal men of 
both nations, they soon agreed to a reconciliation ; and 
when they were so OOTecd, they both knew that the 
great design of such their union would be their com- 
mon hatred to the Jews. Accordingly they fell upon 
them, and slew about fifty thousand of them ; yes, the 
Jews there were all destroyed, except such as could escape 
by the compassion which their friends and neighbours 
afforded them in order to let them get away. These 
retired to Ctesiphon, a Grecian city, and situated near 
to Seleucia, where the king of Parthia lives in winter, 
every year, and where the greatest part of his riches 
are deposited ; but the Jews had here no security, as 
the Seleucians had but little respect for their Iiing. 
Now the whole nation of the Jews in that quarter (vav 
TO rySe lovSatioif fOvog) were in fear both of the Baby- 
lonians and of the Seleucians, because all the Syrians 
that live in those places agreed with the Seleucians in 
the war against the Jews; so that the most of them 
(tLc TO TToXo) gathered themselves together and went to 
Neerda and Nisibis, and obtained security there by the 
strength of those cities; besides which, the inhabitants 
of these cities, who are a great many, were all warlike 
men ; and this was the state of the Jews in Babylonia.” 
(Josephus, Antiq. xviii. 9.) I shall here merely draw 
attention to the fact, that the whole of the Macedonian 
population in Seleucia were favourable to the Jews; 
that only a portio?i of the Jewish population were 
obliged to take refuge in the two strong cities men- 
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tioned ; and that both then and afterwards the Parthian 
government, as I have said, afforded all the protection 
in their power to the Jews. 

In the second place^ there was as much travelling to 
and fro between Babylon and Jerusalem in the days of 
the apostles as there was between any other two neigh- 
bouring cities in the then known world, for the provinces 
of Judaea and Babylonia were separated only by the 
Euphrates. Between Babylon and Antioch (the capital 
of Syria, another province adjoining Babylonia) the 
intercourse of all kinds was absolutely incessant (as may 
be seen in Diodorus Siculus, Josephus, Quintus Curtius, 
Strabo, &c.), quite as much so as between Jerusalem 
and Antioch, the distance in the former case being but 
little more than that in the latter, and the means of 
access much easier ; for the Euphrates with its navigable 
current extended the whole way from Syria to Babylon. 
The distance that the caravans had to travel from Jeru- 
salem to Babylon was only the same as the distance 
from Jerusalem to Antioch, these three cities, Babylon, 
Jerusalem, and Antioch, the capitals of three adjoining 
provinces, being almost equidistant from each other, and 
occupying, as it were, the three angles of an equilateral 
triangle, with Palmyra (or Tadmor) in the centre of the 
triangle. Whoever attends to this, and to the facilities 
indispensable in the nature of things, for the transmis- 
sion of the large quantities of merchandize, and of the 
large bodies of men which, for religious and military, as 
well as for commercial purposes, we find constantly 
passing and repassing between Babylon and Jerusalem, 
and reads at the same time of the constant letters, pre- 
sents, messengers, and even mere compliments that passed 
between the authorities of these two cities in or about the 
time of the apostles, will see at once, without any further 
argument, that there is not the slightest pretext for 
supposing that Babylon was so remote or inaccessible as 
to make it unreasonable to believe the plain statement 
of the Scriptures when they tell us that Peter went 
there. But in addition to all this very obvious reason- 
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ing, let us hear what St. Chrysostom, who was a native 
and resident of Antioch, says upon the proximity of 
Babylon to the Levant, and of the caravan route from 
that city, in his own day (a.d. 407), which was after 
Babylon had greatly fallen away even from what it was 
in Peter’s time. We cannot desire a better authority. 

“ The land of Judaea,” says St. Chrysostom, “ that is, 
all Palestine from Egypt to the Euphrates, lies on the 
bank opposite to Babylonia, which was Abraham’s native 
country ; and the river flows between the two lands, a 
mutual boundary to both of them. Since, then, he 
(Abraham) was not from Palestine, but came from the 
other side of the river, from Babylonia, his name was 
derived from the spot and act, and he was called ‘ The 
one who passes over,’ because he came from the oppo- 
site bank of the Euphrates.” And again, after speaking 
of the distance between Babylon and the Levant, St. 
Chrysostom thus proceeds : “ The road is no longer in 
the same state as it was (in Abraham’s time), for now 
it is divided into a succession of stations, and towns, and 
villas, and the pedestrian meets several fellow-travellers, 
which contributes to security quite as much as station, 
or town, or viUa does. And besides this, the local 
governors of the towns levy men of superior bodily 
strength, and professionally skilled in the use of the 
lance and sling, and appoint captains over them, and 
employ them for no other purpose than that alone of 
attending to the safety of the highways. Another 
source of protection is, that there are sheds (oiKVf^ara) 
built a thousand paces distant from each other along 
the whole way, in which watchmen are placed at night, 
whose vigilance and care are the greatest check upon 
the robbers. But in the days of Abraham there were 
none of these things to be seen, — no continuous villas, 
no towns, no stations, no caravansaries, no fellow-tra- 
vellers,” &c. &c. (Chrysos. ad Stagirium, lib. ii. c. 6.) 

The following is from Father Cfumet’s Dictionary to 
the Bible : “ The most extensive dominion of the He- 
brews,” says Calmet, “ was from the river of Egypt, 
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south, to the river Euphrates, north-east North- 

ward, the Hebrew power extended not only along the 
western bank of the Euphrates, but occasion^ly included 
towns on the eastern side.” (Calmet, Fragment. 589.) 
Again: “ Probably the major part by far of the Israel- 
ites who revisited their native land were from Babylon 
( Ezra, ii. 2 ; viii. 1 ) ; this caravan, however, did not take 
the northern route, but crossed the desert south of Tad- 
mor.” (Fragm. 589.) And again, “Josephus,” says 
Calmet, “places it (Tadmor, or Palmyra) two days’ jour- 
ney from the Upper Syria, one day’s journey from the 
Euphrates, and six days’ journey from Babylon.” (Cal- 
met. Diet., Palmyra.) With this information before us, 
and we have much more to the same effect in these and 
other writers, equally accepted by the Roman Catholics, 
how can any one pretend to say that Peter might not 
just as well have gone to Babylon from Jerusalem as 
to Antioch from Jerusalem, and we read in the New 
Testament also that he went to Antioch. As to Rome, 
the distance from Jerusalem to Rome, either by land or 
sea, in those days, was considerably upwards of two thou- 
sand miles, — ^much more than four times as far as from 
Jerusalem to Babylon ! Not only, therefore, with regard 
to the Jewish population of Rome, but also as far as its 
relations of distance and intercourse with Jerusalem are 
concerned, the scriptural account of Peter’s mission is 
by far more probable than that partial on-dit of the 
fourth century alluded to by Eusebius, which represents 
this apostle not to have gone to Babylon. 

In the third place (as has been already observed in 
the section on Clemens Romanus), Babylon was plainly 
and specially indicated to all the twelve apostles by our 
Lord himself as the post of the more active and enter- 
prising of their party, when He told them to go to the 
Jewish rather than to the Gentile districts of the earth, 
and to convert the Gentiles, as much as possible, through 
the Jews. “ Go, rather,” said our blessed Lord, “ to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” (Matt, x.) Now, as 
there were some Jews almost everywhere, but more of 
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them in some places than in others, no one denies that 
our Lord here meant that the apostles should bestow most 
of their personal attention upon those countries and cities 
in which the Jews resided in the greatest numbers; and 
since the apostles could not have done this, — could not 
have been said to go rather to the Jews than to the 
Gentiles, if tliey selected the districts in which there 
were the fewest of the race, and left unvisited the dis- 
tricts in which the Jewish population was the largest, — 
it therefore clearly follows, that Babylon was specially 
and distinctly pointed out by our Lord himself to Peter 
as his peculiar post on this occasion ; a consideration of 
immense importance in this inquiry, and which has been 
wholly overlooked by Baronius and Bellarmine. Nor 
was it alone because Babylon, beyond all comparison, 
exceeded Rome in its Jewish population, that it was 
pointed out to Peter in our Lord’s own words. Babylon 
was also the capital — the original settlement of “ the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” — that first colony of the 
captive Jews to whom the great prophets of old had often 
and emphatically applied that memorable denomination. 
They were “the lost sheep” — “the scattered sheep” — 
“the scattered flock” of Jeremiah, who were to be 
“brought again to their own folds.” (Jcr. xxiii. 2 ; 1. 6 
& 17; also 1 Peter, ii. 25.) They were what Ezekiel 
called “ the flock that had no shepherd ;” “ the sheep that 
were to be sought out ;” that were “ to be fed ;” that 
were “ again to feed upon the high mountains of Israel.” 
(Ezekiel xxxiv. 5, 11, &c. ; also, John xxi. 16 & 17.) 
Nothing, I think, can be more evident than that when 
our Lord told Peter to go to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel rather than to any other people of the earth, 
he did not mean by those words that he should go to 
Rome. Thus, in whatever way we look at this question, 
we see that Babylon was not only not an unlikely place 
for Peter to have gone to, but that it is in the last degree 
unlikely that he should not have gone there, even if we 
had never heard of his having gone. 

As some have been led to adopt the rumour of the 
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fourth century, under the unaccountable impression that 
in Peter’s day Babylon was no longer in existence, or 
at least was so much dilapidated as to be uninhabitable, 
I adduce the following authorities on that point, from 
which it will be seen that Babylon was then (about 
A.D. 50), very much the same as it ever was, except in 
the diminished number of its inhabitants, which was now 
scarce one-half of what it had been — in the ruined state 
of its public buildings, many of which, however, were 
in ruins even when Alexander entered it — and in its 
being no longer the constant residence of a court. There 
were still, it will be seen, those immense walls, the area 
of 225 square miles (a little province in itself) that they 
enclosed, the people necessary to till all the arable por- 
tion of that land, which was so extensive that it could 
maintain the inhabitants of the city when these were at 
their highest number, — the manufacturers and tradesmen 
who supplied the agricultural population, — the houses 
for all these people to live in, which covered eleven or 
twelve square miles of the whole enclosure, and were 
being still constantly constructed as there was a demand 
for them, — the places of worship, the markets, the courts 
of law, — the royal preserves and parks, still kept up there 
on account of the great height and sound condition of 
the city walls, — the establishment of officers and attend- 
ants connected with those parks and preserves, as well 
as with the courts of law and the revenues, — a Parthian 
garrison constantly kept there, the bridges still spanning 
that mighty river, the splendid remains of ruined palaces, 
and one in very good repair, an immemorial temple 
crumbling to the dust, and gardens with vaulted terraces 
carried high into the air, a graceful and stupendous 
structure, tliat even in these apostolic days overtopped the 
walls of Babylon with the flomng foliage of a thousand 
years; and all this within forty miles of the populous 
and flourishing, though less extensive, city of Seleucia ! 

Diodorus Siculus, a contemporary of St. Peter’s, who 
flourished throughout the first century, says of Babylon 
in his own day : “ The palaces and other public build- 
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ing8 time has partly obliterated, and partly laid in ruins. 
For comparatively only a small part of what is called 
Babylon is taken up with the houses of the inhabitants ; 
the greatest portion of the space within the walls (which 
are sixty miles in circuit) is employed for agricultural 
purposes.” (Dio. Sic. ii. 9.) 

Strabo, another contemporary of Peter’s, that died 
about A.D. 25, describing its condition as he saw it, 
■writes thus : “ The bridge across the Caprus is close to 
Seleucia and Babylon. Babylon itself is in a plain, and 
has a wall about sixty miles round, thirty -two feet thick, 
and seventy-five feet high. These walls are reckoned 
among the seven wonders of the world, as well as the 
hanging gardens, which form a square, and measure about 
400 feet every way. These gardens are constructed 
with terraces, that are. raised with vaults over one 
another, &c. ; they are situated upon the banks of the 
river. The tomb (by some called ‘ the tower,’ by 
others ‘ the temple’) of Belus is also situated there, now 
in ruins. They say that it was pulled down by 
Xerxes. It was originally a square pyramid, &c. 
Alexander the Great began to rebuild it, but he had not 
time to complete the undertaking. None of his suc- 
cessors interested themselves about it. Even the rest 
of the city (i. e. the ancient architecture) was neglected, 
and reduced to ruins, partly by the Persians, partly by 
time, and partly by the inmiference of the Macedonians 
to such things, but chiefly when Seleucus Nicator for- 
tified Seleucia, on the Tigris, ■within forty miles of Ba- 
bylon. For he, and his successors, bestowed all their 
care upon this city, and removed the court there, and it 
is now a greater city than Babylon itself is. (Pliny 
tells us that Seleucia at this time contained 600,000 in- 
habitants ; and Calmet sets do^wn a million and a quarter 
as the largest population that had ever occupied the 225 
square miles of Babylon.) The greater part of the im- 
mense space ■within the walls is neither occupied with 
houses nor inhabitants ; so that one may say of it what one 
of the comic poets said of Megalopolis, in Arcadia, ‘ the 
great city is a great wilderness.’ On account of the 
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scardty of timber there, they now build their houses with 
both rafters and posts of the palm-tree wood, and twist 
bands of reeds around the posts, which bands they then 
paint with oil-colours. They cover their doors with 
asphalt, and these are made high, as well as the houses, 
which are aU constructed with arches in consequence of 
the scarcity of timber; for Babylon has little wood, 
except brushwood and the palm-tree ; and they do not 
use tiled roofs, as they have not much rain.” — (Strabo, 
book xvi.) 

Pliny the elder, another of St. Peter’s contemporaries 
(born A.D. 23, died a.d. 79), says: “ Babylon, the ca- 
pital of the Chaldaean nations, was for a long time famous 
throughout the wliole world, in consequence of which 
the rest of Mesopotamia and Assyria, in which it occu- 

? ied a circuit of sixty miles, was called Babylonia. . . . 

'he temple of Jupiter Belus is still to be seen there; 
but the city has no longer the population it used to have, 
having been drained of it by the proximity of Seleucia, 
which was built by Nicator for that very purpose.” 
(Plin. Hist. Nat., lib. vi. c. 30.) 

Plutarch, who was a young man when Peter was at 
Babylon (bom a.d. 50, died a.d. 120), speaking of 
Crassus, who was in those countries ordy aoout forty 
years before that apostle was born, says : “ Among the 
many errors which Crassus committed in this (Parthian) 
war, the first, and not the least, was his returning so soon 
into Syria. He ought to have gone forward, and 
strengthened himself with the accession of Babylon and 
Seleucia, cities (iroA«c) always at enmity with the Par- 
thians ; instead of which he gave the enemy abundant 
time to prepare themselves,” &c. &c., (Crassus, xvii.) 
And, again : “ In what raptures would the Romans have 
been if Crassus could have written to them from Ba- 
bylon that he was victorious ; and if he had proceeded 
from thence through Media, Persia,” &c. (Niciae cum 
Crass. Compar.) 

Quintus Curtius, who is supposed to have lived about 
the time of the apostles, writes as follows of his own 
times: “ There is room for carriages to pass each other, 
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as we hear, upon these walls in safety. . . . The houses 
are not built close up to the walls, but with an interval 
of about an acre of land to each house ; and even the 
whole of the city is not taken up with houses. These 
cover only about eleven or twelve miles of it, nor do 
they adjoin each other ; because, I suppose, it is thought 
safer that they should stand in isolated positions. All 
the rest of the area within the walls, they still plant and 
cultivate, that in case of siege the land within the city 
might maintain the inhabitants. There is a stone bridge 
across the river, &c. &c. Near the castle are those 
wonders which are so often celebrated by the Greek 
poets: gardens elevated in the air, consisting of entire 
groves of trees, growing as high as the tops of the 
towers (150 feet) marvellous]^ beautiful and pleasant 
from their height and shade. The whole weight of them 
is sustained and borne up by huge pillars, upon which 
there is a floor of square stone that both sustains the 
earth that lies deep upon the pillar, and also the cisterns 
wth which it is watered. The trees that grow upon this 
are many of them twelve feet in circumference, and every'- 
thing is as fruitful as if it grew on the natural ground ; 
and although process of time destroys things made by 
mortal hands, and also even the works of nature, yet 
these terraces, although weighed down with so much 
earth and so many trees, still remain unshaken, held up 
by seventy broad walls, about eleven feet distant from 
each other. ^VTien we see these trees from a distance, 
they seem to be a wood growing upon a mountain.” 
(Quintus Curt. v. 1.) 

Pausanius (a.d. 170), about a century after Peter was 
there, says : “ The temple of Belus is still to be seen in 
Babylon, but of Babylon itself — that Babylon which 
was the most mighty city that the sun ever shone on 
in his course — there is no longer anything wortli men- 
tioning, except its gigantic walls.” — (Pa,usanias, Descrip. 
Gr., viii. 33.) 

When the Emperors Trajan and Severus entered 
Parthia, they went to Babylon. Trajan had to take it 
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by force of arms from the Parthian garrison, a.d. Ill; 
but when Sevcrus came up, a.d. 200, the garrison had 
abandoned it, and the gates were opened to him. These 
facts are recorded by Dio Cassius and Eutropius. 

Eutropius (viii. 3) in relating the victories on the 
Euphrates over the Parthians gained by Trajan, about 
forty years after Peter’s martyrdom, says : “ Seleucia, 
Ctesiphon, and Babylon, he took and garrisoned (vicit 
ac tenuit) ; and reduced Armenia, Assyria, and Mesopo- 
tamia, to the condition of mere provinces.” 

Dio Cassius (Ixviii. 26, &c.) after saying that Trajan 
went round by Armenia, Mesopotamia, Ni.sibis, and 
Adiabene, (“ which country,” says he, “ is the part of 
Assyria about Nineveh,”) proceeds thus: “Trajan and 
his army came to Babylon itself, under very little oppo- 
sition from the enemy ; for the Parthian forces had been 
wasted in civil wars, and were even then in a state of 
insubordination. There Trajan had an opportunity of 
seeing the asphalt of which the walls of BaWlon are 
built, &c. &c. . . . Trajan fearing lest the Parthians 
should rebel against him, resolved to give them a king 
of their own. So when he came to Ctesiphon (not far 
from Babylon), he assembled all the Romans and Par- 
thians that were there in an immense plain, and after 
haranguing them from an elevated platform upon his 
victories, he appointed Parthamaspides to be their king, 
and put at the same time the diadem upon his head.” 
And of Severus he says (lib. xxv. c. 9) : “ When Severus 
reached Nisibis, the Parthians retired without giving 
him battle, and went home; and Severus having con- 
structed rafts on the Euphrates, proceeded along the 
river, partly by water and partly on the banks, and in a 
very short time took possession of Seleucia and Babylon, 
which had been both abandoned. He afterwards took 
Ctesiphon, and allowed his soldiers to pillage it, killing 
an immense number, and making 100,000 prisoners.” 

In the Fathers, also, Babylon is constantly mentioned, 
not only as existing in Peter’s day, but for centuries 
afterwards, and as having a Christian and a Jewish 
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population. St. Chrysostom, for instance, mentions it 
as one of the cities whose churches were founded by St. 
Peter and the apostles at Jerusalem immediately after 
the Ascension. This eminent Father, in his 17th Homily 
on the Epistle to the Hebrews, says, when speaking of 
the temple at Jerusalem: “ The Jews came there from 
the most distant places, not only from Babylon, but from 
Ethiopia also, and this is what Luke means when he 
says (Acts ii. 5, &c.), there were dwelling at Jeru- 
salem Jews, devout men out of every nation under 
heaven. . . . Parthians and Medes . . . the dwellers 
in Egypt,” &c. 

Jerome (a.d. 420) writes: “ I have learned from an 
Elamite who has just come out of that country, and is 
now living at Jerusalem, that there are still royal pre- 
serves within Babylon, and that wild beasts of every 
description can be kept in for the chase, in the immense 
area enclosed by the walls of that city.” ( Jerom. Com- 
mentar. in Isaise, c. xiii.) 

Theodoret (a.d. 459), one of the bishops on the 
Euphrates, says, that in his day Bal^lon was very thinly 
inhabited, but wholly by Jews. “Even still,” says he, 
“ it has a few inhabitants, who are, however, neither As- 
syrians nor Chaldeans, but Jews only.” (Theod. Com- 
ment. on Isaiah, c. xiii.) 

As the point to be illustrated is not only the existence 
of Babylon as a Parthian city in Peter’s clay, but its ex- 
istence as a considerable Jewish colony at that time, the 
following passage from Josephus, relating to an event that 
occurred in Peter’s lifetime, is to the purpose : “ And 
when Hyrcanus (the high priest, a captive from Judsea) 
was brought into Parthia, the king Phraates treated him 
after a very gentle manner, as having already learned 
of what an illustrious family he was, on which account 
he set him free from his bonds, and gave him a habitation 
at Babylon, where there were Jews in great numbers. 
These Jews honoured H 5 rrcanus as their high priest and 
king, as did all the Jewish nation tliat dwelt as far as 
the Euphrates; which respect was very much to his 
satisfaction. But when he was informed that Herod 
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had received the kingdom, new hopes came upon him. 

. . . Accordingly he talked of that matter with the Jews 
that came often to him with great affection ; but they 
endeavoured to retain him among them, (at Babylon,) 
.... yet did Hyrcanus still desire to depart. Herod also 
wrote to him, and persuaded him to desire of Phraates 
and the Jews that were there that they should not grudge 

him the royal authority And as he wrote thus to 

Hyrcanus, so did he also send Saramallas, his ambas- 
sador, to Phraates, and many presents with him, and 
desired him in the most obliging way, &c. . . . Accord- 
ingly, when Hyrcanus came to Judasa full of assurance, 
by the permission of the king of Parthia, and at the 
expense of the Jews, who supplied him with money, 
Herod received him with all possible respect, &c. . . . 
yet being cautious how he made any illustrious person 
the high priest of God, he sent for an obscure priest out 
of Babylon, whose name was Ananelus, and bestowed 
the high priesthood upon him.” (Jos. Ant. xv. 2, &c. 
Whiston’s Translation.) 

Josephus also (in his Wars) frequently speaks of Silas 
of Babylon as one of the most distinguished leaders of 
the war party at Babylon in Peter’s time, and as having 
taken a very active part among the generals of that city 
in the campaigns which began in Nero’s reign, and ter- 
minated in the destruction of Jerusalem. 

The life of Apollonius of Tyana, in Cappadocia, a 
contemporary of Peter’s, (who was bom about the 
beginning, and died about the end of the first century,) 
affords much illustration respecting the condition of 
Babylon at that time. Flavius Philostratus, in his 
account of this person, tells of his having set off from 
Antioch to Babylon with two attendants about the 
same time as St. Peter went to Babylon ; of his pass- 
ing through a town called Ninu^ and into Mesopo- 
tamia, by Zeugma, which had a bridge then across the 
Euphrates ; of his entertainment on the frontiers of 
Babylonia hy one of King Vardanes’ ten satraps, when 
the guards of the satrap brought the three travellers 
before him ; of his reception subsequently in the palace 
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at Babylon by the king, who happened to be there hunt- 
ing at the time ; of the decorations and paintings of this 
ancient palace; of his journey thence to India; of his 
return to Babylon by ship along the Euphrates from the 
Persian gulf ; and of his return from Babylon to Antioch 
by the same route as he had gone. The passages are 
too long for quotation here, but are highly illustrative 
of the place and time in question. (See Berwick’s 
translation of Philostratus. ) 

But enough has been said to satisfy every sincere and 
conscientious inquirer, that Babylon did exist and flourish 
in Peter’s time, and that there is no pretext, therefore, 
(as far as that point is concerned,) for preferring a partial 
Jewish rumour of the fourth century to the plain and na- 
tural language of the Epistles. Accordingly, the learned 
of both churches are now pretty well agreed about it. The 
following quotations and authorities will show, 1, that 
many of the most enliglitened of the Roman clergy have 
expressly denied the supposition altogether ; 2, that even 
those of them who have not done so in express terms, 
have abandoned subsequently all the grounds upon which 
they originally professed to adopt it; and, 3, that as to 
father M'Corry’s having, as some Roman Catholics think, 
the support of Protestant writers in thus still preferiing 
what was rumoured in the fourth century to what is 
written in the Bible, there never was a more complete 
delusion, inasmuch as scarcely a single motlem Protestant 
writer can be found who adopts the on-dit in question ; 
and any who have ever done so, have done it under 
the avowed impression, created by Papal writers, that 
Babylon did not exist as a flourishing city of Parthia, 
with a large Jewish population, in St. Peter’s time. 

1. Even the Correspondent in the Times does not feel 
justified in putting forward this perversion of the Holy 
Scriptures. I find so many matters in his statement to 
condemn, that I the more willingly now acknowledge, 
that this is not one of his arguments for supposing that 
Peter left the East. This argument is also abandoned 
by Father Hardouin, Father Caron, (both Jesuits,) and 
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Others of the Roman clergy, who, although they con- 
sidered that “ Babylon” could not be literally interpreted 
in Peter’s Epistles, from the mistaken impression that 
there was no such city in his day, yet acknowledge that 
whatever place it meant, it aid not, and could not 
mean Rome, or any other Gentile city. For instance, 
Ilardouin supposes that it meant Jerusalem, and Caron 
that it meant Antioch. Father Dupin admits that there 
is not only no reason for supposing it to mean Rome, but 
that there is no room whatever for doubting that it means 
the Parthian Babylon; and this, although he supposes 
that Eusebius and some of the other fathers had under- 
stood it to mean Rome. “ The First Epistle,” says he, 
“ was written from Babylon. Some of the ancients were 
of opinion that Rome was meant by this name, but this 
would not be a natural interpretation, (mais ce sens n’est 

pas naturel) We cannot precisely assign the time 

when it was written ; but we may consider that it was 
written at Babylon, a.d. 45.” (Prelim. Diss., sec. 4.) 
And again : “ Eusebius says that it is Rome that is 
meant, though, after all, this interpretation is false, and 
it is more natural to say that it was written from Baby- 
lon.” (Toutefois ce sens parait faux, et il est plus naturel 
de dire qu’il a ecrit cette lettre deBabylone. Ibid.) Father 
Calmet mentions several members of his church as hav- 
ing abandoned this interpretation of the carnal-minded 
Jews. “Some (Roman) Catholic writers,” says he, 
“ for instance, Peter de Marca, John Baptist Mantuan, 
Michael de Ceza, Marsile de Padua, John Aventin, John 
Leland, Charles du Moulin, and perhaps some others, 
have expressed their misgivings as to the truth of this 
interpretation.” (Calmet’s Comment., Prelimin. Diss. on 
1 Peter.) But it is not misgivings that they express — it 
is unqualified denial, as any one may see by reference to 
their works. For instance : “ St. Peter went to Antioch,” 
says Peter de Marca, archbishop of Paris, a writer of ex- 
treme celebrity and favour in the Roman church, “ and 
from there to Babylon, where the hereditary Patriarch of 
the first Dispersion of the Jews resided. When established 
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in that city, he wrote his first Epistle, as is clear from the 
words, ‘The church at Babylon salutes you.’ For 
al though the ancients (?) supposed Peter to have here 
meant Rome, Scaliger can be shown to be right when he 
says, that this letter was written by the apostle from 
Babylon itself, to those dispersed Jews whose provincial 
synagogues depended upon the Patriarch of Babylon.” 
(De Marca de Concordia Sacerdotii et Imperii, lib. vi. 
c. 1.) It is not misgivings, then, that these writers have 
expressed. 

2. Cardinal Baronius betrays how little faith he reposed 
in this on-dit^ by having abandoned, on different occasions, 
the different arguments alleged in favour of it. For in- 
stance, on one occasion the cardinal not only acknow- 
ledges tliat Babylon did exist as a city full of Jews in 
Peter’s day, and that it was thought a very likely place 
for Peter to have gone to, but he even suggests that the 
apostle availed himself of these very circumstances to 
practise a pious fraud upon his persecutors. Peter might, 
we are tola, have wished to conceal from the Jews where 
he really was, and could not have put them more astray 
than by dating from Babylon, though he lived in Europe. 
“ I may here add,” says Baronius, “ without any disad- 
vantage to our cause, that Peter’s reason for not calling 
Rome “ Rome,” was his not wishing it to be publicly 
known where he went to live after his escape from prison 
at Jerusalem.” (Nec me imprudenter dicturum existimo 
si his addiderim, Petrum non esse usum proprio Urbis 
nomine, qu6d Hierosolymis fug& lapsus e carcere, ubi 
ageret, non ab omnibus percipi vellet. Annals, a.d. 45. 
par. 17.) It is evident, that the only chance of the 
success of such a fraud lay in the extreme unlikelihood 
that the apostle should have written Babylon for Rome ; 
secondly, in the well known reality of the Parthian city in 
that day ; and, thirdly, in the great probability that there 
was of Peter’s having gone into Parthia. If Baronius be- 
lieved these three things, which his hypothesis implies he 
did, is it too much to say that he must have lookra upon 
the on-dit in question as rather improbable, and that he 
was only endeavouring to make out a msK poasibilitym its 
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favour? And Father Calmet follows him in this singular 
hypothesis, mentioning it as one of the opinions of his 
church. “ It is thought,” says Calmet, “ that he did so 
to prevent its being known where he was when he wrote 
it, for the apostles had a great many enemies every- 
where, and it was but prudent not to expose themselves 
inconsiderately to persecution.” (Pour ne pas decouvrir 
le lieu oil il etait. Prelim. Diss. on 1 Peter.) Father 
Ceillier also mentions this hypothesis of Baronius with 
approbation. “ The apostle is believed to have ^vritten 
in this figurative manner,” says Ceillier, “ to prevent its 
being known where he was.” (Pour ne pas faire con- 
naitrelelieu oh il etait. Ceill. vol. i. art. Pierre.) Father 
Tillemont says that he found the question attended with 
some diflSculty. After speaking of the language in which 
Peter wrote, he says : “ There is more diflSculty with 
regard to Babylon, from which St. Peter says he wrote 
it.” (Il y a plus de difficult^ sur Babylone d’oh S. 
Pierre dit qu’il I’a ecrite. Eccl. Hist. vol. i.) Finally, 
a large class of Roman-catholic writers enrol themselves 
at once as recognising the improbability of the on-dit in 
question. All the Roman clergy aamit that Peter’s 
First Epistle was written in the reign of Claudius, for 
they agree in assigning it to a.d. 45. All those of them, 
therefore, (and as I have shown, they are almost all,) 
who consider that the supposed journey to Europe did 
not take place until Nero’s reign, are of course com- 
pelled to abandon this on-dit, although many of them 
still continue to express themselves but vaguely as to 
the impossibility of its being true. So far are the 
Roman clergy from agreeing with Father M'Corry in 
his contradiction of one of the plainest passages in 
Scripture. 

3. Nor is he supported in it by any of the Protestant 
writers. Bishop Pearson and Mr. Baratier, to whom 
we are so confidently referred as afibrding the most 
satisfactory evidence upon Peter’s supposed journey into 
Europe, saw no reason whatever for supposing that he 
meant Rome when he wrote Babylon, or that this sup- 
posed journey preceded the Epistle. 
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“ We may, indeed, justly regard it,” says Dr. Bloom- 
field, “ as a mere notion, first originating in error, and 
afterwards caught up by the Romanists, for the purpose 
of supporting their assertion, that Peter was the first 
bishop of Rome. The best founded supposition is, I 
apprehend, that of Erasmus, Calvin, Beza, Lightfoot, 
Sailiger, Salmasius, Le Clcrc, Beausobre, \Vetstein, 
Bengel, Bishop Conybeare, Benson, Rosenrauller, and 
Adam Clarke, that it means Babylon in Assyria.” 
(Bloomfield on the Gr. Test.) 

’ “ St. Peter,” says Matthew Henry, “ being at Babylon, 
in Assyria, when he wrote this Epistle, (whither he tra- 
velled as the apostle of the circumcision, to visit that 
church which was the chief of the Dispersion) sends the 
salutation of that church to tlie other churches to whom 
he wrote. In this salutation he particularly joins Mark, 
the evangelist, who was then with him.” (Old and New 
Test.) 

“ No satisfactory reason can be assigned for sup- 
posing, as many have done, that Babylon signifies Rome.” 
(Thomas Scott on the Old and New Test.) 

“ By some,” says Dr. Kitto, “ an attempt has been 
made to obtain the support of the apostle’s own testi- 
mony, in favour of his having at one period resided at 
Rome, by interpreting the words, ‘ the church that is at 
Babylon,’ as applying to the church at Rome; an at- 
tempt which Dr. Campbell justly stigmatizes as poor, 
not to call it ridiculous.” (Kitto’s Cyclop, of Biblical 
Literature.) 

“ The word ‘ Babylon,’ without something to give it a 
different application, would,” says Barnes, “ have been 
understood anywhere to denote the well-kno^vn place on 
the Euphrates. Babylon had been an important place ; 
and its history was such, and its relations to the Jews 
such, as to make it probable that the attention of the 
apostles would be turned to it. Nothing would lie more 
natural than that they should visit Babylon. There were 
many Jews of the captivity remaining in that region, and 
it would be in the highest degree probable that they 
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would seek to cany the gospel to their own countrymen 

there It should be added here, however, that 

upon the supposition that the word Babylon refers to 
Rome, rests nearly all the evidence which the Roman 
Catholics can adduce that the apostle Peter was ever at 
Rome at all. There is nothing else in the New Testa- 
ment that furnishes the slightest proof that he ever was 
there. The only passage on which Bellarmine relies to 
show that Peter was at Rome is the very passage now 
under consideration.” (Barnes on the New Testament.) 

“ Among the advocates for the latter sense (the 
figurative), have been men of such learning and abili- 
ties,” says Adam Clarke, “ that I was misled by their 
authority in the younger part of my life to subscribe to 
it; but at present, as I have more impartially examined 
the question, it appears to me very extraordinary that 
when an apostle dates his epistle from Babylon, it should 
ever occur to any commentator to ascribe to this word a 
mystical meaning, instead of taking it in its literal and 
proper sense. For in the first century the ancient 
Babylon on the Euphrates was still in existence, .... 
but through some mistake it has been supposed that it 
was not. ... It is true that, in comparison of its 
original splendour, it might be called in the first century 
a desolated city ; but it was not wholly a heap of ruins, 

nor wholly destitute of inhabitants Babylon 

was at that time so far from being literally destitute of 
inhabitants, that Strabo draws a parallel between this 
city and Seleucia, saying, at present Babylon is not so 
great as Seleucia, which was then the capital of the 
Parthian empire, and, according to Pliny, contained 
600,000 inhabitants.” (Adam Cla^e on 1 Peter.) 

Calvin says, in his Commentaries on the Epistles: 
“ I see no reason whatever to doubt that Peter was at 
Babylon at that time, for he distinctly tells us that he 
was.” Again : “ It is a great deal more likely to be true 
that Peter, as his mission required, (ut ferebat apostolatus 
ratio,) travelled in the districts in which there was the 
greatest proportion of Jews; and we know that there 
were great multitudes of them at Babylon, and in the 
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countries round it.” And again : “ It also accorded 
with his mission, (ejus vocationi fuit consentaneum,) 
for we know that he was specially given to the Jews 
as their apostle ; and, for this reason, his travels were 
mainly confined to those countries in wliich there were 
the greatest numbers of his own nation.” And, in 
another place : “ For as to the Roman Catholics calling 
themselves ‘ Babylonians,’ and Rome ‘ Babylon,’ merely 
to make it appear that they have Peter’s relics, the 
absurdity of this shall be elsewhere exposed.” But this 
is enough of such illustration. There are, as I have 
said, no Protestant commentators, with our modern 
knowledge of history, who would choose so far to trifle 
with the sacred text of the inspired writings, as to set 
aside the plain and natural meaning, in order to adopt 
this or any other rumour that might have been afloat in 
the fourth century. 

There are other arguments on this subject which it is 
unnecessary to unfold here. The Greek scholar will 
himself see at once in the irapa of Peter’s expression 
waptiriBnftotq, that the parties to whom that letter was 
addressed lived in provinces adjoining that in which the 
writer was at the time. The reader of Jewish history 
will remember that Babylon had other claims to the 
care of the great apostle of the circumcision beside our 
Lord’s command. The land of Babylon was the native 
land of Abraham. It was there he ^vas married, and 
thence that he emigrated to Canaan. It was to that, his 
father’s native country, that Isaac went to seek his wife, 
Rebecca, and from there that Jacob took his wives, Leah 
and Rachel. The country of Babylon was, in short, the 
parent country of the whole Jewish nation, and to which, 
even in its hostility to them, they ever turned with 
affection. The general critic will see that the letter 
written from the capital of the Dispersion, would be 
naturally expected to have on that account the more 
authority, and that Peter’s not having mentioned the 
province of Babylon, the capital of the Dispersion, among 
the names of the provinces to which he addressed his 
Fpistle, could only be because he wrote it from that 
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province. Such arguments will occur to every one. It 
may, however, be observed, in conclusion, that Baronius, 
and all the Roman clergy, acknowledge that the Chair 
of St. Peter was established in great splendour upon the 
Euphrates in St. Peter’s time, that it had its martyrs as 
well as the other churches, and that the bishop of 
Babylon was at the Nicene Council. Of this church on 
the Euphrates, in Mesopotamia, Baronius says : “ The 
church of this province was not only one of the earliest 
of all the churches, but also one of the most steadfast 
and most numerous.” (Sicut enim antiquissima ita et 
florentissima erat ejus provinciae ecclesia. Annals, a.d. 

311, paragraph 28.) “ There was an episcopal chair at 

Babylon,” says Father Richard, in the Biblioth^que 
Sacree, “ from the very first.” (H y eut un sifege Epis- 
copal ii Babylone dEs les premiers temps de I’eglise. ) This 
work also mentions four or five of the bishops that sat 
in Peter’s Chair at Babylon, of whom the first appears 
to have been that Abdias to whom one of the absurd 
works got up in the thirteenth century was attributed. 

Another of them, Polychronius, is mentioned by Ba- 
ronius (a.d. 254, paragraph 27), also at considerable 
length in The Acts of the Saints (Acta Sanctorum, 

Feb. 17), as having been crucified before the time of 
tlie Nicene Council. De Marca, archbishop of Paris, has 
also several important remarks upon the archbishopric 
of Babylon, in his Dissertation, De Primatibus (vol. iv. 
p. 26), from which, as well as from Baronius, it appears 
to have been one of the most illustrious of Peter’s Chairs. 

For the bishops who were present at the Nicene Council, 

the reader is referred to Eusebius (Vit. Const, iii. 7), to 

Theodoret (i. 7), and to Baronius’s Annals (a.d. 325, 

paragraphs 25 and 26). It ought to be borne in mind, 

that in Peter’s time and until the year 229, Babylon • 

belonged to the Parthians, and that it was subsequently 

within the territorial possessions of the king of Persia, 

its bishop being then called a Persian bishop, and the 

Jews inhabiting it, Persian Jews. 
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IV. 

The next passage to be considered is also at ii 15, and 
is tlie tradition about Mark’s Gospel over again. After 
saying, in tlie preceding chapter, that Peter Iiad extended 
his cai’e even to the Gentiles of Rome, who liad never 
heard him, by sending them an abstract of his doctrine 
through the cluirch already there, the liistorian of Cai- 
sarea tells us, tliat tlie Jewish diseijilcs of tliis apostle, 
who had been his hearers in the Mast, of whom some 
were, as we have seen, Alexandrians, some Romans, bnb 
of course, the major part Asiatics, were so delighted with 
his doctrine, as he delivered it vivd voce to them, that they 
also wished for some permanent record of it for them- 
selves ; — that as JIark had travelled with him a good deal 
they implored this evangelist to commit it to writing; — 
that this was the origin of the Gosjiel according to St. 
Mark ; — and that when Peter came tohear of theexistence 
of that document, he gave his consent that it should be 
read, not only in the churches of Babylon, Jerusalem, 
and Alexandria, but even at Rome, and in all the other 
churches of the Christian world. Eusebius adds, that 
what he states on this point is also stated by Clemens 
Alexandrinus and Papias, for whose words the reader is 
referred to the sections of this work that bear their 
names. The Bishop of Cmsarea’s own words are as 
follows. They occur immediately after the chapter on 
the Ktjpvyfia rifTpoi': — 

“ Hist. B. II. Ch. XV. 

“ On the Gospel according to St. Mark. 

“ The splendour of Peter’s piety so enlightened the 
understanding of all his personal disciples, tliat they 
were not satisfied with merely hearing him, or with the 
unwritten teaching of his divine Proclamation, but 
earnestly implored Mark, (tvhose gospel we have,) as he 
was so much Peter’s associate, to leave them a record in 
writing of the teaching which they had received by word 
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of mouth, and never desisted until they had prevailed 
upon this person to do so, and thus gave rise to the do- 
cument which is called the Gospel according to St. Mark. 
It is also said, that Avhen the apostle came to know of 
what was done, which he did by divine revelation, he 
was pleased with the enthusiasm of the parties, and 
allowed the document to be read in all the churches, 
(Clemens gives this account in the 6th book of his ‘ Insti- 
tutions,’ and Tapias, the bishop of Hierapolis, corroborates 
it,) and that this is the Mark whom Teter mentions in 
liis First Epistle,” &c. 

It is evident that this passage has not one word about 
Mark’s Gospel not having been written in Egypt, as 
St. Chrysostom says it was, nor one word about Peter’s 
being with him, wherever he was, when he wote it. 
Nor docs Nicephorus, (a.d. 1320,) who wrote in the 
same language as Eusebius, and who was veiy^ credulous 
in all sucli matters, introduce in his paraphrase of this 
passage the slightest allusion to these suppositions, which 
only date, like the rest, from the Reformation. As to the 
firet of them, that it was not at Alexandria but at Rome 
that Mark wrote his Gospel, neither Tapias, nor Irenams, 
nor Clemens Alexandrinus, nor Eusebius, nor Jerome, 
nor Epiphanius, aflford the least countenance to this con- 
tradiction of what St. Chrysostom so positively states. 
This has been already shown in the section upon Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus. And as to the second of these 
suppositions, that Peter was with him when he wrote 
his gospel, the four first of these six earliest authorities 
upon the subject attest the exact contrary, and the two 
last say nothing. “Tapias,” I repeat my own words 
out of that section, “ says plainly, that Mark had to write 
from memory ; Irenajus, that Mark did not write until 
after Peter’s death ; Clemens Alexandrinus repeats what 
Tapias said, adding, that the existence of MarVs Gospel 
did not come to Peter’s knowledge for some time after 
it was written ; Eusebius repeats this addition of Clemens, 
and says, that it was by divine revelation the thing came 
to Peter’s knowledge; all which expressions are in- 
consistent with the supposition that Peter was thou 
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with Mark; and neither Jerome, nor Epiphanius, nor 
any subsequent Father, has ever pretended to say he 
was.” 

The main source of the modem misconception as to 
what Eusebius -WTites in the passage we are now con- 
sidering seems to be, that some of the earliest Roman- 
catholic editors have inadvertently made the 1 5th chapter 
to begin with the last words of the chapter preceding 
it, which relate to the success of the Ktpvyua ntrpou at 
Rome, and that this oversight naturally led people to 
suppose that the 15th chapter itself related to something 
in that city, which it does not. On this point I can do 
no more here than invite the reader’s attention to the 
arrangement of the text in the additions alluded to. 
Robert Stephens’s Paris edition, which was one of the 
first, and carefully taken from the most ancient MSS., is 
free from this mistake. Dr. Burton, in his edition of 
Eusebius, printed at Oxford in 1838, gives the vulgar 
error in his text, but acknowledges in his notes that he 
considers it an error, and that several very early MSS. 
are expressly opposed to it. That Eusebius himself in- 
tended it to stand as Stephens has placed it, is clear from 
the title he gave the 14th chapter, “On the Ktpvyfia lltrpou 
at Rome;” the effects of which work there, one naturidly 
expects to find in this 14th chapter, and not in the chapter 
about Mark’s Gospel ; whereas the editors we speak of 
transferred to the following chapter about Mark’s Go.spel 
the passage of two lines in which these efiects are stated, 
making this short chapter of a dozen lines, about Mark’s 
Gospel, to begin thus : “ And the divine word having in 
this form sojourned among the Romans, the influence of 
the sorcerer was foiled, and perished almost as rapidly 
as the man. The splendour of Peter’s piety,” &c., an 
incongruity so glaring as to require only to have the 
attention clrawn to it. Finally, Nicephorus, in his para- 
phrase of Eusebius, divides the chapters as Stephens does, 
and not one of the MSS. warrants any other division. 
Thus we see, that in the most approved and natural 
division of the chapters, there is no ground for supposing 
that what is related in chapter xv. took place at Rome ; 
that in the chapter itself there is no allusion to that city 
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as being the place where the Gospel was written ; and 
none in either of the two passages referred to by Euse- 
bius as his sources of information on the subject ; that 
St. Chrysostom assured us it was Avritten in Egypt ; and 
that all the early authorities agree in acknoAvledging, 
that wherever Mark composed his Gospel, Peter was not 
Avith him when he did so. To this we may add, that 
even modem Avriters of the highest standing both for 
learning and piety in the church of Rome, admit, after 
the closest search for evidence of the affirmative, that 
there is no good reason to believe that Mark wrote in 
Italy. “ Some persons mentioned by St. Chrysostom were 
of opinion,” says Father Calmet, “ that Mark wrote in 
Egypt. Others affirm that he Avrote afterSt. Peter’s death. 
These different sentiments are enough to prove that the 
circumstances of time and place are uncertain, when and 
Avhere St. Mark composed his Gospel.” (Calmet, Diet, 
of the Bible, art. Mark.) Those who follow the Fathers, 
Avill here find no uncertainty. 


V. 

The next passage in Eusebius is as follows ; “ And Linus, 
whom Paul has mentioned in his Second Epistle to 
Timothy, as being Avith him at Rome, I have already just 
now stated to have been the first elected bishop of the Ro- 
man church after Peter’s time ; and Clement also, who was 
appointed the third bishop of that church, is declared by 
Paul to have been his felloAV-labourer and fellow-soldier.” 
( Euseb. iii. 4. ) Although this Avas not written at Rome, 
but in a part of the East much frequented by Peter, 
and where everything connected with the management 
of the churches would naturally have had its duration 
reckoned from his death, yet from the introduction of 
his name here, it is supposed that Eusebius meant to 
imply that Peter was the first bishop of Rome, and that 
therefore he must have lived in that city. 

One brief and conclusive answer to these suppositions 
is, that Roman-catholic writers themselves, when at all 
acquainted with Greek, frankly and instantly confess 
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that such passages do not imply that the parties from 
whom, or after whom, bishops are reckoned, were them- 
selves bishops. Carminus Fimianus, for instance, already 
cited upon this point, an extremely zealous Roman 
Catholic, the royal Neapolitan professor who edited the 
works of De Marca, archbishop of Paris, sa 5 ^s, in his 

E reface to the fourth volume, (Naples, 1773,) “When 
lusebius says that any one was third or sixth bishop of 
Rome after Peter and Paul, or from the apostles, he does 
not mean that these apostles, or that all the apostles, were 
bishops of Rome.” And again, on Jerome’s saying that 
James was the first bishop of Jerusalem after the 
apostles, the learned Neapolitan at once remarks, — 
“ Neither the expression '•from the apostles,’ nor the 
other expression, 'after the apostles,’ implies that the 
apostles were bishops of Jerusalem. In like manner 
when Eusebius says that any one was third bishop of 
Rome,”&c., (pp. 14 and 15,) where he adds much more 
to the same effect. 

Another brief and conclusive answer to the above sup- 
positions is, that we have the candid and unequivocal 
confession of Cardinal Bellannine, as well as of other 
enlightened Roman Cathobes, that Peter’s being shoA\Ti 
to have been bishop of Rome, would be no indication 
whatever of his having ever been in that city, “because,” 
says the Cardinal, “ several other Roman pontiffs never 
were in Rome in their lives.” (Bell, de Summ. Pontif. 
lib. ii. c. 1.) 

After two such conclusive answers, it will, perhaps, 
to many appear superfluous that 1 should adduce the six 
following further illustrations of the present passage; 
but, as I have already remarked, it is important to show 
not only that the statements of the Roman clergy about 
I’eter’s having left the East are groundless, but that they 
are so utterly — one may even say, so ridiculously ground- 
less, as to render it matter of speculation how it has ever 
been possible for the human intellect to entertain them. 

In the first place the Greek word denoting “after the 
time of,” (/utra,) in this passage, although sometimes used 
to speak of things or persons of the same sort, succeed- 
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ing one another, is nevertheless the most usual expres- 
sion in the Greek language to denote “ after the time of,” 
even with regard to things or persons of the most different 
kinds. Eusebius himself adopts it in countless instances, 
from which I select the following : “ The last siege of the 
Jews after the time of Christ,” (iii. 5.) “ After Nero 
and Domitian it is reported that there was a partial per- 
secution, in consequence of a popular insurrection in the 
reign of the emperor whose times we are now record- 
ing,” (iii. 32.) “ Stephen was the first after our Lord 

who was stoned to death by our Lord’s own murderers,” 
(ii. 1.) “Dionysius, of whom Luke writes in the Acts 
that he was the first who believed after St. Paul’s address 
to the Athenians in the Areopagus,” (iii. 4.) “ James, 
who was the first elected bishop of Jerusalem after the 
ascension of our Saviour,” (iii. 5.) Thucydides writes, 
“ On the sixtieth day after the battle,” (Thucyd. i. 108 ;) 
and Polybius “ On the third day after the death of the 
king,” (Polyb. xxxvii. 3;) but examples of this are 
almost in every page of every work, for it was the most 
usual way of expressing, “ after the time of.” 

In the second place, Eusebius, writing from the East 
where the apostles lived, always dates the series of the 
bishops, and other ecclesiastical matters, in the European 
churches as well as in those of Asia, from the apostles, 
or after the apostles, (as has been already shown in the 
section on “ The Anonymous Author,” in Euseb. v. 28 ;) 
and lie does this even respecting those churches in which 
it is known and acknowledged, on all hands, that “ the 
apostles” were not bishops, such as Antioch, Jerusalem, 
and Alexandria ; when, therefore, he does this in the case 
of Rome, it cannot fairly be inferred that he thereby 
means to imply that the apostles, or any of them, were 
bishops of that church. He says, for instance, “ Theo- 
philus was distinguished in the church at Antioch as the 
sixth bishop from the apostles,” (iv. 20,) although no 
writer of any description pretends that there were 
apostles bishops of that church. Even those Roman- 
catholic writers who, contrary to Eusebius and all pre- 
vious historical evidence, suppose that Peter resided 
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seven years at Antioch, as local bishop there, do not 
pretend to say that any other apostle did so beside Peter; 
or that, dating the episcopal series at Antioch from “ the 
apostles,” implies that these apostles Avere bishops of 
that church. Eusebius has also : “ Maximinus succeeded 
Theophilus, and was the seventh bishop from the apostles 
of the church at Antioch,” (iv. 24.) And again : “ Sera- 
pion was the eighth bishop of the church at Antioch 
after the apostles,” (v. 22.) In the same way Ignatius, 
in his Twelfth Epistle, addressed to the people of 
Antioch, says : “ Remember your holy bishop Evodius, 
to Avhom first was allotted the helm of your church after 
the apostles.” Of Jerusalem, Eusebius writes: “ These 
are the bishops of Jerusalem from the apostles until the 
above-mentioned period,” (iv. 5^) although there is no 
writer Avhatever who says that any^other of the apostles 
besides St. James was regarded as bishop of that church. 
Eusebius also says, in the same chapter : “ For the church 
at Jerusalem consisted solely of converted Jews from the 
apostles to the siege;” and again: “ Narcissus was the 
fifteenth bishop of Jerusalem in succession from the 
siege of the Jews under Adrian, and the thirtieth in 
regular succession from the apostles,” (v. 12.) Then, of 
Alexandria, no one alleges that even any single one of 
the apostles was ever bishop of Alexandria, yet Eusebius 
writes thus : “ About the twelfth year of the reign of > 

Trajan, the bishop of the church of Alexandria, who ^ 

was mentioned by us a little before, departed this life ; 
and Primus was the fourth from the apostles who was 
elected to fulfil the episcopal functions of that city,” 

( iv. 1 . ) Thus also, in the case of Rome, Eusebius says 
that “ Eleutherus was the twelfth bishop of Rome from 
the apostles,” (v. Prooem,) and that “ Telesphorus Avas the 
seventh bishop of the Roman church from the apostles,” 

(iv. 5,) although the Roman-catholic writers consider 
that only one of the apostles was bishop there; and 
although Eusebius and all the ecclesiastical Avriters, from 
the earliest period, considered that (as was determined 
at the Nicene Council) there could not be more than 
one bishop at the same time in the same city, (Euseb. 
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vi. 43.) In the one passage that we are now considering, 
Eusebius names Peter alone as being the leader and 
repi’esentative of all our Lord’s apostles, which in 
another place (ii. 14,) he distinctly says that, on account 
of his ability, Peter was. On two or three occasions of 
this sort he names Paul and Peter, instead of the 
apostles generally ; because, although Peter’s name suf- 
ficiently represented the rest of the apostles (both those 
of the Jews and those of the Gentiles) in such expres- 
sions, yet ns Paul, the Gentile apostle, was more closely 
connected with Rome, the capital of the Gentiles, than 
the Jewish apostles were, his name obtains thus occasion- 
ally a special mention in reference to Rome which it does 
not in reference to any of the Jewish cities. Thus, we read 
in Eusebius : “ Clement was the third of the bishops after 
Paid and Peter,” (iii. 21,) and “ Alexander was the fifth 
bishop of Rome after Peter and Paul,” (iv. 1 ;) and that 
such expressions have nothing to do with either a resi- 
dence or a bishopric in Rome is further clearly proved 
by the fact, that we even find the name of St. James, 
whom no Roman Catholic ever supposed to have been at 
Rome or bishop of its church, prefixed to those of Peter 
and Paul in the enumeration of the Roman bishops. 
Thus : “ Cerdon lived in the time of Ilyginus, who was 
the ninth bishop of Rome after James and Peter and 
Paul,” (Epiphanius, Hieres. iv. 1.) Nothing can more 
clearly show how arbitrarUy the names of apostles were 
selected on such occasions. “Whoever,” says Valesius, 
the Roman-catholic commentator, “ would infer from 
this that St. James was bishop of Rome, would oidy 
make himself ridiculous.” (Val. in Euseb. iii. 21.) 

In the third place, Eusebius never in any one case 
dates the episcopal series from the first bishop of the 
series. He always makes use of the apostles generally 
for this purpose, or at least of the apostolic times, which 
he supposes to terminate with the martyrdom of St. 
Peter, whom, as he tells us, (ii. 14,) on account of his 
superior ability, he considered as the leader of the 
twelve, and therefore as their representative. Even when 
he speaks of the episcopal series at Jerusalem, where St. 
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James, one of the apostles, was regarded as first bishop, 
he never on any occasion speaks of the tliird or fourth 
bishop after James, but always the third or fourth after 
the apostles, and even reckons James as the first of the 
series after them ; which may be seen by reference to 
the passages about the church of Jerusalem in the last 
paragraph. In a catalogue of the bishops of this church, 
Eusebius thus expresses himself: “ The first then was 
James, called the brother of our Lord; after whom the 
second was Symeon, the third Justus,” &c. (iv. 5.) He 
does not say after whom the first was Symeon, but the 
second was Symeon. According to this method of ex- 
pression, if Peter had been first bishop of Rome, Eusebius 
would have described Linus in the text, as after Peter 
the second bishop, instead of (as he has done) the first, 
and also as the second, instead of the first bishop from 
the apostles, just as he has described Sjnneon. To the 
attentive reader of Eusebius’s text — to the sincere and 
conscientious inquirer after truth — this argument will, I 
think, when duly considered, supersede all others upon 
this point. 

Fourthly. Another consideration, which will prove 
conclusive to the classical Roman Catholic as to the 
import of the passage in question, is that if Linus’s being 
said to be the first bishop after Peter, implies Peter’s 
being bishop, then Linus’s being the first bi.shop elected 
by lot after Peter, as it is in the text, would mean, not 
that Peter constituted himself bishop of Rome, (which 
is what Roman Catholics think he did do,) but that the 
office was assigned to him by lot, and that he was elected 
to that episcopate by the sortileqium of the Roman Chris- 
tians, a supposition which no Roman CathoRc would, I 
think, choose to entertain, but which is involved in the 
interpretation that some have endeavoured to force upon 
this passage. 

Fifthly. Eusebius plainly tells us in the text that he 
is there only repeating in a brief form what he had just 
previously explained more at length ; thus referring us 
to his fuller and only previous statement respecting the 
first bishop of the Roman church (book iii., chap, ii.), 
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where we find not one word about Peter’s having been 
in that capacity, but only that it was not until after 
Paul and he (the two great apostolic leaders) had closed 
their career, the one in Italy, the other in the East, 
that St. Paul’s friend Linus, who had been at Rome 
with him, was elected by lot first bishop of that church. 
The Avords to which Eusebius in the text refers us 
arc : “ After the martyrdom of Paul and Peter, I.inus 
Ava-s elected by lot, first bishop of the see of Rome.” 
(Euseb. iii. 2.) AVlien, therefore, Ave find him in the 
next page professing to recapitulate this statement in 
an abbreviated form, giving Peter’s name the preference 
in the second statement, as he had giA’en Paul’s the pre- 
ference in the first, it is as unfair as it is contrary to 
common sense, to attribute to the second statement a 
sense which is cAudcntly excluded from the first. 

Sixthly. That Eusebius does not mean to say here or 
anyAA'here else that Peter was bishop of Rome, is clearly 
proved from numberless places in which he distinctly 
says that Peter never Avas hishop of Rome. I select the 
following; In the very chapter (iii. 2) to which he 
refers us in the text that we are noAv considering, Ave 
have an instance of this. Over that chapter as its title 
he places the words — “ Who first presided OA’er the 
church of Rome;” and the Avholc short chapter is as 
follows : “After this martyrdom of Paul and Peter, Linus 
Avas first elected by lot to the see of Rome. It is he 
Avhom Paul mentions in his Epistle to Timothy from 
Rome, in the salutation toAvards the close of the Epistle, 
when he says, ‘ Eubulus, and Pudens, and Linus, and 
Claudia salute you.’” (iii. 2.) Is not this distinctly 
s.aying that it was not Peter Avho was so? — Again, over 
the thirteenth chapter of the same book the title is 
“ That Anencletus was second bishop of Rome;” and 
the chapter begins thus; “ After Vespasian had reigned 
about ten years, he is succeeded by his son Titus, — in 
the second year of Avhose reign Linus, bishop of the 
church of Rome, Avho had held the otfice about twelve 
years, hands it down to Anencletus.” (ii. 13.) Is not 
this, I again ask, — is not this distinctly saying that it 
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was not Peter who was first bishop of Rome? And if 
he was not bishop before any one else, is it not true that 
he was never so? Is that man in earnest who gainsays 
this conclusion ? Again, the title of the fifteenth chapter 
is “ That Clement was the third bishop of the Roman 
church.” The chapter itself is as follows: “In tlie 
twelfth year of the same reign, after Anencletus had 
been bishop of Rome twelve years, he was succeeded by 
Clement, who, the apostle, in his Epistle to the Philip- 
pians, shows had been his fellow-labourer, in these words : 
“ With Clement and the rest of my feUow-labourers, 
whose names are in the Book of Life.” Let the reader 
here also pause. Is it not quite certain that the his- 
torian, when he wrote this title and these words, con- 
sidered that Peter had never been bishop of Rome? 
“ That Evarestus was the fourth who presided over the 
church of Rome,” is the title of chapter thirty -four of tliis 
book. The chapter itself is as follows : “ In the third 
year of the above reign, Clement, bishop of Rome, trans- 
mitting the episcopal charge to Evarestus, departed this 
life, after having superintended the teaching of the 
divine word for nine years with great diligence.” The 
question is, was Evarestus the fifth or the fourth of the 
Roman bishops? It is useless to extend these illustra- 
tions. I need only add that Henry de Valois (Valesius), 
the Roman-catholic commentator upon Eusebius, ac- 
knowledges that neither Irena;us nor Eusebius (our only 
two authorities on that point) ever speak of Peter as a 
bishop anywhere, and that it is a great mistake to sup- 
pose they do. “ The apostles,” says de Valois, “had a 
rank peculiar to themselves, nor were they ever reckoned 
among the bishops of the churches.” (On Euseb. iii. 14.) 
And again : “ It must not be forgotten that Eusebius 
never reckons the apostles among the bishops of the 
churches, as I have already remarked .... Irena?us, as 
well as Eusebius, says that Peter and Paul laid the first 
foundations of the church which was in Rome, but these 
writers nowhere reckon them among the bishops of that 
church.” (Val. on Euseb. iii. 21.) Thus, in all that 
Eusebius has written — in all the records that we have 
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of the early church up to his time, there is nothing 
more clear than that neither he nor any one else ever 
thought Peter had been bishop of Home; — a fact which, 
us far as Eusebius is concerned, I have been induced to 
set forth in a clearer light than others have thought 
necessary, because tlie Correspondent in the Time's, and 
a few serious Roman Catholics of modern times, appear 
to be so utterly misinformed ufion this point as to sup- 
jiose that Eusebius says that St. Peter held the See of 
Rome for five-and-twenty years! — and because this his- 
torian himself tells us that he gives us in his history all 
the information that had reached his times respecting 
the apostles. (Hi. 31.) 


VI. 

The last passage that we have to examine is that in 
which Eusebius is supposed to say that Philo, the Jew, 
saw Peter at Rome: it occurs book ii. ch. xvii., where this 
eastern historian tells us, that there was another rumour 
in the East, in the fourth century, to the effect that 
Philo, Avho had been sent into Europe by the Jcavs of 
Alexandria, on an embassy to Caligula, went there again 
in the reign of Claudius, when he was nearly a hundred 
years old, and that on that occasion he had some corre- 
spondence with Peter, who was still then engaged at 
Jerusalem in the proimdgation of the gospel throughout 
the European cities; an occupation which of course 
ceased as soon as the apostle went to Babylon ; and that 
this rumour about Philo’s correspondence with the 
apostles, vague as it was, derived a sort of credibility 
from the fact, that one of Philo’s works evidently alludes 
to some customs and practices that existed in all the 
Christian churches in the days of Eusebius. The 
bishop of Cajsarea writes thus: “Philo, of Avhom there 
is a rumour afloat (Xo-yoc «x*') th^it when he was at 
Rome in the reign of Claudius, he entered into com- 
munications with Peter, who was at that time transmit- 
ting evangelical tidings to the inhabitants of that city; 
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and this is not improbable, for the work I now speak of 
evidently contains allusions to the practices of the church 
that have come down to our days.” (ii. 17.) Greek 
scholars will see at once, not only that Eusebius does 
not say that Peter was then at Rome with Philo, but 
that (as we so often find to be the case in these passages) 
he says the exact contrary ; for such readers know that 
ofiiXta does not mean only verbal communication, but 
also such as is carried on between parties in ditFerent 
cities, in which way we find it used to express the com- 
munications by letter of Dionysius, bishop of Corinth, 
to the church of Rome, as may be seen in the section on 
this bishop’s alleged testimony upon this subject; and 
they also know that iKuat unequivocally indicates Peter’s 
absence from the place in favour of which he was then and 
thus engaged, a peculiarity connected mth words ter- 
minating in the syllable ae, which may be seen explained 
in any grammar. Jerome, who (as has been already said ) 
did not seek to conceal his defective knowledge of Greek, 
understood 6/uXia to mean only intimate friendship and 
personal interviews, and so translated it in this passage, 
which seems to have led Baronius, and one or two 
others, into their mistake. But none of the Roman 
clergy now-a-days pretend, either that Philo saw Peter 
in Europe, or even had any communications with him of 
any kind. On this point the Abbe Labouderie, w'ho was 
vicar of Notre Dame in 1815, until Napoleon’s return 
from Elba, writes thus in the “Biographie Universellc,” 
which (as we have so often said) had some of tlie most 
learned of the Roman clergy among its contributors: 
“ All that story is without foundation, and the critics 
had an easy task to prove that it was false. It is even 
doubtful whether Philo had any knowledge of the 
Messiah. So unreal are those indications of Christian 
truth which some have fancied that they detected in 
his writings,” Biogr. Univ., art. Philon.) And in this 
opinion the Abbe is fully supported by Mangey and 
Pfeiffer, the most exact and learned of all Philo’s editors. 
Accordingly, we fini that even Fathers Richard and 
Giraud, in the “ Bibliotheque Sacri^e,” omit the on-dit 
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altogether. Besides which, it is unnecessaiy to remind 
the reader, that all those Roman-catholic writers who 
consider that Peter did not come into Europe, at all 
events, until the reign of Nero, are compelled to admit 
that Philo could not have seen him at Rome in the 
reign of Claudius ; and that, therefore, if there were any 
truth in this other rumour of the fourth century, the 
communication could only have been in writing, and 
must have been carried on between Jerusalem and Rome. 
Among these writers we find (the reader will remember) 
such men as Father Ceillier, Father Baluze, Father Pape- 
broche, Father Pagi, the Abbd de Longuerue, Archbishop 
de Marca, Father Dupin, and a host of other distinguished 
men of that period, as well as almost all who have witten 
since their time. In conclusion I may observe, that 
there is not a word about Peter, or this alleged interview, 
in all Philo’s voluminous writings ; nor one word, except 
this passage, in anjr ancient writer about Philo’s being in 
Europe in the reign of Claudius; and that every one 
can judge how very slight a rumour that must have been, 
which could derive the smallest accession of probability 
flora the mere circumstance mentioned by Eusebius, — a 
circumstance which most people will think quite as likely 
to have occurred if Philo had had no communications 
with Peter as if he had, and which some have been dis- 
posed to think Eusebius placed here for the express 
purpose of showng how devoid of foundation the rumour 
appeared to him to be. “ Of a conversation with Peter,” 
says Cyprian, in his commentary on Jerome’s translation 
of 'O/xiAia, “ there is not the slightest trace in Philo’s 
works;” and again, “ In all Philo’s works there is not one 
word about Christ, or Mark, or anything whatever con- 
nected Avith the Christian faith But there can be 

no doubt that Eusebius himself considered that the 
rumour he was mentioning was not true.” (Ernest 
Salomon Cyprian, in Hieronym. Catal., art, Philo.) 

The main point here to be attended to is, that the 
rumour, as Eusebius reports it, does not say that Philo’s 
communications with Peter were verbal ; but, on the con- 
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traiy, that Peter had not yet relinquished his central po- 
sition at Jerusalem, and his general proclamation of the 
Gospel from that city, when these took place, as is plainly 
expressed by the Greek word employed in the passage. 
According to the Roman clergy, however, there not only 
is no reason to believe that Philo went to Italy in the 
reign of Claudius, as this rumour states, but they ac- 
knowledge that, even if he did, he could not have found 
Peter there ; and that, as far as his Avritings are concerned, 
there are no grounds in them for supposing that he had 
had any communication mth any of the apostles, or that 
he had ever even heard of our Lord. I'rom all which 
we learn how little reliance can be placed, or indeed is 
placed, even by the Roman clergy, upon what Eusebius 
gives us under the name of rumours. It is but fair, 
however, to state, that no modern writer adduces this 
rumour as a reason for thinking that Peter ever left the 
East. Even Father M'Corry docs not do so. 


VII. 

Eusebius’s Chronicon (a chronological sjmopsis, written 
before his History, and in Greek, as all liis works were) 
is supjxised by a few of the less informed of the Roman 
clergy to have stated that Peter went to Rome to be- 
come local bishop of the church there, in the second 
year of Claudius, and that he was for the greater part of 
five-and-twenty years resident at Rome in that capacity. 
I have already shown in Section II. of this Part, that 
the Roman clergy and all the learned in communion 
with that church, have for centuries admitted that Peter 
could not have gone to Rome in the reign of Claudius 
at all; and that it is their opinion that the writer who 
states he did, is in no case to be depended on. This is 
abundant answer to the supposition in question. But 
that the reader may see the whole of the absurdity of 
supposing that we have the alleged statement upon the 
authority of Eusebius’s Chronicon, his attention is in- 
vited to the following facts, all admitted by the Roman 
clergy, as may be seen in the subjoined testimonies : — 
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1. The Greek text of this Chronicon is admitted by 
tlie Roman clergy to be lost. 

2. Jerome’s Latin Chronicon, called by some a 
“ Tninslation” of the foregoing, Is admitted, both by 
J orome himself and by all the Roman clergj'^, to be so 
only in a very vague sense, and to have been rather an 
abridgment condensed by him from Eusebius and other 
writers. 

3. Jerome’s Latin Chronicon is admitted by the 
Roman clergy to be, as it was discovered at the Reforma- 
tion, full of errors and interpolations. Baronius called 
it at that time a “ Labyrinth of Error.” 

4. Jerome’s difficulty in translating from the Greek 
language (in which Eusebius wrote) was, he tells us 
himselij very great ; and Scaliger says that it amounted 
to the most unaccountable ignorance of the simplest 
expressions of the language. 

5. Scaliger coUected from two Greek works profess- 
edly compiled in the twelfth or thirteenth century from 
works a few centuries earlier, certain passages which 
appeared to him to represent, more or less exactly, some 
of the lost Greek text of Eusebius. But the Roman 
clergy roundly dissent upon this point from Scaliger. 
They consider that it is very doubtful whether any of 
these passages originated with Eusebius, and perfectly 
certain that a great many of them did not. 

6. One of ^e Greek works referred to by Scaliger 
is an abridgment of Cedrenus’s “ Synopsis.” Ihe 
Synopsis is now lost. It was originally written by 
Cedrenus, a monk of the eleventh century, who professed 
to have compiled it from various writings extant in his 
time, (one of which was a work on the same subject by 
Syncellus.) Soon after the death of Cedrenus, it was 
re-written in a form further condensed; and it is this 
second abridgment, which is still extant, to which 
Scaliger had recourse on this occasion. 

7. The other work of the middle ages is a collection 
of extracts from Syncellus’s “ Compilation of Chrono- 
logy.” SynceUus was a monk of the eighth century, 
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who also professed to have compiled his work from 
various writings extant in his time; one of which 
Scaliger thinks was the Chronicon of Eusebius; but 
^ncellus scruples not to say that he does not follow 
Eusebius, and frequently acknowledges that their works 
do not agree. As SynceUus’s work existed complete in 
the eleventh century, the extracts or abridgm^t of it 
that Scaliger used, and that we now have, may have pro- 
bably been drawn up about that period. 

8. Even the Greek work thus compiled by Scaliger is 
admitted by the Roman clergy not to contain the alleged 
statement about the second year of Claudius and the 
Five-and-Twenty years. 

The foUowng testimonies will be sufficient : — 

Father Ceillier, after saying that the Chronicon of 
Eusebius consisted of two parts or books, proceeds thus 
(vol. iv. p. 221) : “ The Greek text is lost, except some 
fragments scattered here and there, without order or 
connexion, in the writings of Syncellus and Cedrenus. 
Joseph Scaliger is the first who collected these ; and to 
make his work of more importance, he has connected 
these fragments by the aid of a great number of other 
passages derived, not only from these two authors, 
but from the Chronicon of Alexandria, insisting that 
although they are not cited as taken from Eusebius, they 
are nevertheless to be regarded as his. It is from all 
these different passages that the first book of the Chroui- 
con is composed, wliich he has given us in Greek under 
the name of Eusebius. But no one has been deceived 
about it, and the learned have found several paragraphs 

which could not have been written by Eusebius 

Besides, how could Scaliger be sure that the passages 
which he took from Cedrenus, Syncellus, and the Alex- 
andrian chronicle, were really written by Eusebius? 
.... Scaliger has also given us in Greek the second 
part of this work of Eusebius, in which he assures us 
that he has inserted nothing but what lie found in books. 
If this be so, we liave through him recovered the Greek 
text of Eusebius which liad been so long lost. But he 
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ought to have told us in what books he found these 

things St. Jerome translated into Latin the 

whole of the two books of this Greek Chronicon, but 
took at the same time the liberty of adding whatever he 
thought necessary ; so that he made, as we may say, a 
new work of it. ( En sorte qu’il en fit pour ainsi dire un 
nouvel ouvrage. ) He inserted several things in it taken 
from Suetonius and various other writers, especially in 
the Roman history, which Eusebius had not much treated 
of, as not being interesting to his own ( Eastern) nation. It 
also seems that he introduced much fresh matter into the 

history of the church AU the Latin writers who 

succeeded Jerome made use of his labours; but con- 
fining themselves only to the second part, the first part 
of this Latin work was so much neglected that it no 
longer exists but in a very imperfect state. Even in 
the second there are several errors (beaucoup de fautes) ; 
whether they originated with Eusebius himself, or with 
those who transcribed his MSS., or with his translator 
Jerome. The first had its errors also,” &c. 

Dr. Cave in his “ Ecclesiastical Writers,” says: “ The 
Greek text is lost; and Scaliger, to supply this defici- 
ency, collected what could be found of it in Syncellus, 
Cedrenus, and the Alexandrian Chronicle ; but there is 
good reason to doubt whether these fragments are to be 
considered as having been written by Eusebius.” 

In Butler’s “ Lives of the Saints,” (Edition 1838. 
Note, vol. ii. p. 80,) we read “ The Chronicle of Euse- 
bius was a work of immense labour Scaliger 

gathered the scattered fragments from Syncellus, Cedre- 
nus, and the Alexandrian Chronicle ; but Scaliger ought 
to have pointed out his sources, and has inserted many 
things which certainly belong not to Eusebius.” 

Scaliger, in one of the prefaces to his “ Thesaurus 
Temporum," after saying that Syncellus’s original work 
was called a “Compilation (iKXoyv) of Chronology,” 
and that that which we now have is called “ Selections 
(iraficKSoXai — excerpta) from Syncellus,” then proceeds 
thus : “ This MS. was written about 600 years ago. I 
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drew from it all that I was able to detect as likely to 
have been derived from Eusebius ; which is not, how- 
ever, the hundredth part of what Eusebius wrote. But 
just in the same manner as Eusebius used to censure 
Africanus and others who wrote in this department 
before his time, for mis-stating dates and facts, so also 
this Syncellus reprimands Eusebius whenever he con- 
siders him deviatmg from the truth ; and this to such 
an extent, that whenever he has an opportunity, he 
rarely lets Eusebius off without some severe and even 
abusive language. Cedrenus had, it seems, taken ver- 
batim the whole of SjTicellus’s original work, and com- 
piled from it and other such works, a very large volume, 
which he called a ‘ Synopsis.’ But even that did not 
escape the hands of the condensers, — that most certain 
poison of the libraries. Nay, more ; these were guilty 
not only of condensing, but of mutilating the work. 
For what we now have is not a fair abridgment of that 
Synopsis, but rather selections from it without any re- 
gard to dates or the succession of events, and without 
any discrimination as to what was taken, or as to what 
was suppressed. Cedrenus himself was bad enough. 
His writings show him to have been little better than a 
fool ; but those who tore his book to pieces in this cruel 
way are still worse. In short, Cedrenus’s work, as we 
now have it, is a mass of sweepings, — a mere piece of 
patchwork, in which there is both what is false and what 
is true. In this hodge-podge (faragine) I have found 
many things which I consider to be from Eusebius; 
some of which Cedrenus took from S^ceUus, and gave 
as if the latter had taken them from Eusebius; and some 
of which, although not given by Cedrenus as if taken 
from Eusebius, are nevertheless evidently derived from 
him, as we may infer from what we see in Syncellus and 
other writers. The Synopsis of Cedrenus was, I con- 
sider, reduced by the book-butchers to its present con- 
dition not long after the writer’s death. But even what 
the condensers had selected, has not come down to us 
quite in the state they left it.” 
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Jerome, in his preface to what is called “ his Transla- 
tion” of Eusebius’s Chronicon, says, after alluding to 
the general difficulties which he experienced in trans- 
lating Greek : “ Is there a peculiar propriety in the use 
of some one word, I cannot find one to express it, and 
when I seek to complete the sense by a long circumlo- 
cution, I scarcely hit the meaning of the single word. 
Then come the abrupt transitions — the diflerences of 
cases in the two languages — the varieties of metaphors 
employed ; and, in short, the mode of expression peculiar 
to each tongue. If I attempt a literal translation it 
has a stupid sound. If I am obliged to alter anything 
in the order or the language, I shall be considered to 
have neglected the duty of translator. I must therefore 
beg of you to read as friends, and not as critics, what- 
ever inaccuracies you find, especially as I have dictated 
the work to an amanuensis, and, as you know, with very 

f reat rapidity.” And again : “ The fresh matter that 
have introduced I have taken from other highly 
approved writers. For I wish it to be known, that I 
am to some extent both author and translator in this 
work. I have not only been most careful to give all 
that is in the Greek, but I have also added things of 
myself which it appeared to me that Eusebius had passed 
over, especially about Roman afiairs, which he seems, I 
do not say to have been unacquainted with, for he was 
an extremely well-informed writer, but to have only 
slightly alluded to, as being unimportant to the eastern 

nations for whom he wrote From the Trojan 

war, for instance, to the twentieth year of Constantine, 
I have appended and interpolated many things (nunc 
addita nunc mixta sunt plurima), which I took from 
Tranquillus and the rest of the historians of distinction.” 
Scaliger confirms one portion of this statement, when he 
indulgently says, in his Prolegomena, prefixed to this 
work of Jerome’s; “It seems that when Jerome was 
dictating the translation of Eusebius’s Chronicon, his 
attention was divided at the same moment between his 
amanuensis and the writing of other things, so that tht3 
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distinguished man necessarily made blunders, as any one 
else would have done in such a case, and blunders, 
moreover, which now-a-days would be considered inex- 
cusable in any one with the humblest pretensions to 
classical knowledge, and which would be regarded not 
as accidental mistakes, but as culpable acts of ignorance 
or negligence. Of the infinite instances of this I select 
a few of the more important, and it is truly wonderful 
how such a thing could happen in such an age, when the 
Greek language was more or less used almost every- 
where.” And again : “ Never did any work come to 
our hands blotted over with so many extensive correc- . 
tions, overspread with so many inaccuracies, and so 
marvellously corrupt as are the MSS. of this Latin 
Chronicon of Jerome’s.” 

Father TiUemont makes the same remarks as CeiUier: 
“St. Jerome translated Eusebius’s Chronicon into Latin,” 
(says he, art. Eusebius) “or rather, he has converted it 
into a new work.” And again : “ Every one acknowledges 
that there are a great many errors in what we have now- 
a-days as Eusebius’s Chronicon by Jerome, whether 
through the negligence of Eusebius himself, or through 
that of his copyists, to whom Dodwell attributes all the 
discrepancies that we find between this Latin work and 
the history.” 

Cardinid Baronius, in his Annals, (a.d. 325, paragraph 
215,) is foremost in acknowledging that the errors and 
corruptions of this Latin work are incalculably great — 
that tney occasioned him a greater amount of labour than 
almost any other ecclesiastical record, and that the whole 
work, a “Labyrinth of Error,” (Labyrinthus erroris) 
as he calls it, was altered even in form from what it 
originally must have been. 

It is now a century and a half ago since Dr. Cave chal- 
lenged the Roman clergy to produce, even from Sculiger’s 
fragmentary and hy|X)thetical copy of the Greek Chro- 
nicon, the alleged statement about the second year of 
Claudius and the Five-and-Twenty years, “no such 
thing,” he truly says, “ being to be found in this Greek 
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copy of Eusebius,” (Cave, Antiquit. Apost., ar<. Peter;) 
since which time no one has ever pretended to produce 
Greek words to the elFect in question. 

Thus, it has been seen that we neither have the 
original Greek text of Eusebius’s Chronicon, nor any 
document by which we can know what was or what was 
not stated in that original Greek text. Another con- 
sideration, however, connected with this point, shows 
tliat there could have been no such statement in the 
Chronicon, or that even if there had been, Eusebius 
considered it inaccurate. It is admitted on all hands, 
that the Chronicon was written by Eusebius before the 
History — that the History is of the two the more copious 
and more correct record, and that it was subsequently 
drawn from the materials set down by date in the Chroni- 
con. Even if the Chronicon, therefore, had contained the 
statement in question, its not being repeated in the 
History would alone show that it was not to be depended 
on, and either that Eusebius had discovered it to be false 
after having written it in the Chronicon, or that it was 
the mere interpolation of some copyists. On this point 
Father Ceillier, in speaking of the History by Eusebius, 
says : “ Eusebius had already written a history of the 
church in his Chronicon, but it was too short in that 

work He therefore undertook the task again, to 

make a more copious and more accurate one ( plus ample 
et plus correcte). . . . Eusebius has incorporated in 
one work all those detached statements of the Chronicon, 
and has left us a complete history of all that occurred most 
important in the church (ce qui s’etait passe de plus 
considerable dans I’eglise) during nearly 325 years. . . . 
Socrates, Sozomen, and Theodoret, who wrote the his- 
tory of the church after Eusebius, saw that there was 
nothing more to add to what he had written, and so 
began where he left off.” (Vol. iv. p. 256-7.) The later 
and completerwork is thus evident. But, as I have said, 
no such Greek passage of the Chronicon exists, nor even 
the slightest reason for supposing that it ever did, the 
words in Jerome’s translation supposed to refer to a 
journey, being evidently derived fi^am Euseb. ii. 14. 
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EUSEBIUS. 


The Correspondent in the Times and Father ^FCorry 
were not aware, it is to be supposed, of all tlie facts now 
stated, when they last year cited a passage from Jerome’s 
Latin Chronicon, and represented it as a passage from 
either some Greek or Latin Chronicon of.Eusebius; and 
tliere can be no doubt that they will consider it incum- 
bent upon them to take an early oj)portunity, witliout 
waiting to be Ciilled upon, of publicly undeceiving those 
whom, in this most important particular, they have 
inadvertently so grossly deceived. 

To revert then to the main subject of our iniquity. I 
have siiid, that as Eusebius lived nine or ten generations 
after the event in question, his merely asserting it, with- 
out having the testimony of any previous writer in 
support of his assertion, would have constituted no 
evidence of it. I have now shown that lie not only 
adduces no testimony in support of it, but that he no- 
where asserts it. And I beg the special attention of 
tlie reader to this j>oint. In Part I. it has been seen that 
none of the writers that now remain to us from tlie 
centuries preceding Eusebius mention Peter’s having 
left the East. In Part II. every passage has been 
analysed in which the Greek historian is said to have 
asserted that he did ; and it has been seen not oply that 
there is no such a.ssertion contained in any one of them, 
but that the Poman clergy themselves admit that there 
is not; which fact, together with the' silence of Eusebius 
as to any prior testimony, alfords the strongest possible 
corroboration to the whole of Part I. It now remains 
to see what allusions subsequent writers have made to 
the isolated conjecture — the unliistorical and untra- 
ditional KOIKE, — that Eusebius alone has suggested on 
the subject. 
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•THE POSTNICENE RECORDS. 


I. 

The Emperor Julian the Apostate (a.d. 361) is repre- 
sented in the works of St. Cyril, archbishop of Alexandria, 
(a.d. 440,) nearly a century after Julian’s time, as having 
said that Peter’s monumental um was in the habit of being 
carried about from city to city by the Christians while St. 
John the Evangelist was alive, and that St. John did not 
begin to write his gospel until he heard of this. This 
statement not only has nothing in it about Rome, but, if 
we may r§ly upon it, indicates quite a new solution of 
those allusions which we find in Eusebius, and two or three 
other later Fathers, to the supposed existence of Peter’s 
relics in that city. “ It was, I suppose,” says Julian, 
“after receiving information, privately no doubt, but 
still after receiving information, that Paul’s and Peter’s 
monumental records were being carried about from city 
to city, (ra fiviffiara OtTpou Kai IlauXou n’cpi^tpo/ui'a, ) 
that St John first began to write his gospel.” (Cyril 
Alex. adv. Jul. lib. 10, in init.) There is not the least 
imaginable pretext for supposing that this passage could 
have more reference to Rome than to Constantinople where 
Julian lived, or to Jerusalem, or to any other Christian 
city; but far from it. It is, as I say, one of the passages 
in the patristic records that might (if attentively con- 
sidered) most effectually undeceive those who imagine 
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that, as Peter’s relics were sometimes said to have been 
in Europe, it was therefore evident that Peter himself 
had not been put to death at Babylon. 


II. 

EuTROPros, (before a.d. 400,) a Roman historian, says 
of Nero that it was at his instigation, and in consequence 
of the persecution which he had set on foot, that St. Peter 
was put to death at Babylon, as is indicated in Scripture, 
and Paul at Rome, as we learn from other sources. “ At 
length,” says Eutropius, “to aU his other crimes, he added 
this, that he butchered the holy apostles Peter and Paul.” 
(Eutrop. Hist. lib. 7.) It is not easy to see upon what 
principle such words as these are supposed to refer to the 
conjecture of Eusebius, that Peter might have been put 
to death in Europe. For though it is true that Nero was 
not then with the army on the Euphrates, yet it is not 
pretended that the Emperor used his own hands in the 
butcheries of this persecution on these occasions, nor 
that his emissaries did not find their way into Babylon 
while it was going on. We learn from the younger 
Pliny and Tertullian, that he caused the Christians 
TO BE LOOKED FOR wherever they could be found ; and 
this fact is now fully admitted by the Roman clergy. 
Father Palma, for instance, as has Wn already men- 
tioned, says, that “this notion (of Nero’s persecution 
being confined to Rome) is manifestly false, and utterly 
at variance with the history of those times.” And, ac- 
cordingly, Father Dufresnoy admits, (as may be seen in 
the section on Lactantius,) that an expression of the 
kind here used by Eutropius does not indicate where 
either Paul or Peter was put to death, and that we must 
depend for these points upon other sources. 
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III. 

Athanasius (a.d. 373) was not thought, even by Ba- 
ronins, to afford evidence of Peter’s having been in 
Europe. Yet in “ The Apology for evading his Perse- 
cutors,” this distinguished Father is supposed by Bishop 
Pearson, though by him only, to hint at that most impro- 
bable conjecture of Eusebius, about Peter’s having 
been put to death in Europe; but any one can see that 
Athanasius does not make any allusion that could be so 
interpreted. He merely refers to the account given of 
Paul and Peter in the New Testament, (and says he does 
so,) where the one is commissioned to bear witness of the 
Saviour in the Jewish cities of the earth, which all agree 
were not in Europe, (Matt. x. 6, 23, also xxviii. 19; 
John xxi. 15, &c. ; Gal. ii. 7, &c.) and the other at Rome, 
(Acts xxiii. 11.) Athanasius’s words are: “Peter, 
although he concealed himself through fear of the Jews, 
(Acts xii.,) and Paul, although he escaped from Da- 
mascus in a basket, (2 Cor. xi. 32 and 33,) yet, when 
they heard such words ‘ You must bear witness of me 
at Rome,’ did not look upon a residence in foreign lands 
as a thing too terrible. On the contrary, when they did 
leave Judaea, it was in the greatest ^irits ; and the one 
hastening to the Jews, (in some MSS. ‘ to his own 
people,’) anticipated his predicted martyrdom among 
them with delight, (2 Peter, i. 14,) while the other, 
when the occasion came, did not recoil from it, but re- 
joiced, saying : ‘ I am now ready to be offered, and the 
time of my departure is at hand,’” (2 Tim. iv. 6.) 
Surely it cannot be pretended that it is here said that 
Peter ever came into Europe, nor even that he left 
Jerusalem for the purpose of going there. Is it not 
here said, on the contrary, that he did not? — that he 
went, as directed by his master, to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel, to some Jewish district, — some city such 
as Babylon, filled with his o^vn people, and with the as- 
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sociations of his ancestors, — in which he himself sa^s, 
that he was about to sutFer the kind of crucifixion which 
our Lord had predicted for him at the hands of the 
Jews. We know that Athanasius, notwithstanding 
the construction of his sentence, does not mean to say 
that the very summons above quoted was addressed 
to Peter as well as to Paul. That we know from the 
New Testament, and we cannot suffer anything to con- 
tradict such knowledge. Luke’s words (Acts xxiii. 
11) are addressed exclusively to Paul ; but as may be 
seen in the texts above referred to, words of similar 
import about the East were addressed to Peter; to 
the one — “Thou must bear witness of me at Rome;” 
to the other — “ Thou must bear witness of me in the 
cities of Israel, among the lost sheep that have no shep- 
herd.” This is the Scripture account. There is here, 
therefore, no allusion to the conjecture of Eusebius, or 
to any other account of Peter than that given in the 
New Testament, as Athanasius himself will be found to 
intimate in those very paragraphs. We cannot wonder, 
therefore, to find that even Baronius does not pretend to 
say that this Father thought the apostle was in Europe. 


VI. 

Philastrius, (a.d. 380,) an obscure bishop, not known 
of what place, in a little tract upon “ The Heresies,” 
alludes to the story about the iTery Chariot of the 
Gnostics, of which Amobius tells us, “It was seen by 
the Romans to have been scattered by the breath of 
Peter ;” but he seems to have inferred from this circum- 
stance that Rome itself was the scene of the phenomenon, 
and to have supposed that there were neither Roman 
soldiers nor Romans of any description in any other part 
of the empire except at Rome. It is unnecessary to dis- 
cuss such an extravagant supposition as this, as I know of 
none of the Roman clergy who entertain it. But even 
Philastrius does not say that Peter was personally pre- 
sent. He only mentions his prayers : “ When the 
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impostor left Samaria, to escape from Simon Peter, and 
came to Rome, and had there to wrestle in Nero’s very 
presence with the apostle, he was overpowered on all 
sides by the apostle’s prayers, and was stnick by 
an angel, and perished as he deseiwed to perish.” (De 
Heeres. c. xxx.) It will be seen at once that we have 
here (if there be any who still require it) a large acces- 
sion of evidence that the story about the fiery chariot 
was an allegory among the ancients, and not, as some 
think, an ecclesiastical miracle. For he mentions it as 
having occurred in the reign of Nero, as well as upon 
the occasion mentioned by Amobius, in the reign of 
Claudius; and if (as Father M'Corry and the Corres- 
pondent in the Times pretend) there had really been a 
flaming chariot and four wild horses, with wings of fire, 
passing on this occasion over the highest pinnacles of 
the imperial city, is it to be believed that the most insig- 
nificant ^vritcr — even Philastrius-^would speak of it in 
such terms as these — as a mere wrestling in the pre- 
sence of Nero? Is it not quite evident that he woiUd 
not? Is it not quite evident that he would advert to 
the very unusual phenomena of a fiery phaeton and flying 
horses, and the wngs of these aerial horses supporting all 
that mass, to raise which even for ten minutes into the 
air would have been much more of a miracle than to 
make it fall. Besides, as I have said before, even if it 
had been one of these ecclesiastical miracles, why sup- 
pose that Peter’s prayers at Babylon, or at Jerusalem, 
would not have taken eflect at Rome? Why suppose 
the necessity of his presence in order to have had the 
advantage of his prayers? Is there not something, to 
say the least of it, most uncalled for in such a supposi- 
tion? But, independently of this consideration, and 
stiU assuming the reality of the phenomenon in ques- 
tion, Peter’s part is — as was shown in the section on Ar- 
nobius — abundantly explained by the doctrines of the 
apostle, disseminated among the Gentiles at Rome in the 
Ktpvffia ritTpov, which was published against the Gnostic 
heresy, during the reign of Claudius, and in the Chris- 
tian church — the Chair of Peter — that had been estab- 
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lished there during the lifetime of Tiberius, even before 
this heresy had ever been heard of, and whose prayers 
might very appropriately have been spoken of as “ Peter’s 
prayers.” That the story, however, was considered as 
a mere allegory by Philastrius and the writers of his 
time, is further confirmed by Epiphanius, the cele- 
brated contemporary of this very obscure Svriter. For 
Epiphanius also >vrote a work upon the Heresies, a much 
longer one than that of Philastrius, and he gives in it a 
long narrative about the Gnostic chief at Rome, — a nar- 
rative covering some folio pages, — yet he never once 
alludes to a chariot in the air, nor to Peter’s being in 
Europe at the time, nor to its being supposed by any 
one tnat he was. 


V. 

St. Cyril, archbishop of Jerusalem, (a.d. 386,) is relied 
upon by Father M'Coriy, as affording veiy distinct and 

E ositive evidence that Peter must have left the East: 
ecause Cyril, in mentioning the fiery chariot of the 
Gnostics, not only says that it was overthrown by the 
prayers of Peter, as Amobius and Philastrius had said 
before him, but states positively (which they had not) 
that Peter was present at the time, and on his knees at 
prayer while the fiery chariot was careering in mid air 
above his head. Over and above the fact which seems 
to have escaped Father M'Corry, that Cyril (like the 
one or two other Fathers who mention it) does not make 
Europe the scene of this narrative at all, the narra- 
tive itself proves at once, ■with overwhelming evidence, 
that the whole story is, as has been already shown, a 
mere allegory ; for the archbishop alters the details in 
three most important particulars, and apparently under 
the impression that he was at full liberty to do so to any 
extent he pleased. He tells us that Paul was present 
on the occasion as w^ell as Peter ; that the impostor was 
a dragon, instead of a man ; and that his aerial chariot 
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was drawn by devils instead of horses. Now, tliere can 
be no doubt that if these Avere the facts of an ecclesias- 
tical miracle, and not of a mere allegory, the archbishop 
of Jerusalem would have considered it incumbent on him 
to state his authority for deviating so Avidely from all 
preceding Avriters on so remarkable a subject. His state- 
ment, after mentioning the occurrence related in the 
Acts (chap, viii.) and the statue erected at Rome, thus 
proceeds : “ But Avhen this heresy first began to spread, 
Peter and Paul, the presidents of the Christian church, 
came forward and showed that this worshipped Sama- 
ritan was a mortal. For he having announced that he 
Avould rise to heaven, and having been borne aloft in a 
chariot of devils, the apostles upon their knees, and ex- 
hibiting that unity of spirit Avhich renders prayer avail- 
able, shot at the enchanter Avith the an'ow of concord 
through that prayer, and struck him to the earth. This 
was the first dragon of the heresy; but, as soon as one 
head was cut off,” &c. &c. I repeat that Ave have here 
the most conclusive evidence possible that the story is 
an allegory. But even if we had not this, even if it 
were all a literal fact, the archbishop of Jerusalem is 
not (we see) one of the writers Avho say that it was in 
Europe it took place; a point strangely overlooked by 
Father M'Corry, who would otherwise have seen that 
this statement, in whatever way we view it, does not (as 
he supposes) make it appear that Peter left the East. 


VI. 

St. Aacbrose, bishop of Milan, (a.d. 397,) does not say 
anywhere one word about Peter’s having been at Rome. 
Baronius and Bellarmine thought he did, and refer us 
to two sermons attributed in their day to Ambrose, one 
on the Nativity of the Apostles, and the other against 
Auxentius ; but all the Roman-catholic Avriters are now 
agreed, that the bishop of Milan did not Avrite these 
sermons. On this point Fathers Richard and Giraud 
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say : “ With regard to the sermons attributed to St. 
Ambrose, there is not, according to the Benedictine 
Fathers, a single one of them that was written by him,” 
(Biblioth. Sacr., art. Ambrose;) and Father Ceillier 
makes the same remark. But, in addition to this, it is 
to be observed, that in the sermon against Auxentius 
there is not one word at all about Peter’s having been at 
Rome. The Benedictine monks themselves, who closely 
examined the text and its MSS., acknowledge that there 
is not ; and have even gone so far as to confess that the 
name of “ Rome” had been dishonestly interpolated, so 
as to connect it with the absurd incidents mentioned in 
that sermon ; but that, even if the writer of the sennon, 
whoever he was, had so written, the statement was 
wholly unauthenticated by any previous writer, and 
ought not, therefore, to be believed. The passage in 
question refers to a scene supposed to have t^en place 
at the walls of Babylon, on the eve of Peter’s crucifixion 
there, and tells us, that although anxious to die, yet 
yielding to the tears of his disciples, he escaped from 
prison, and endeavoured to hide himself. “He was,” 
says the writer of the sermon, “just getting outside the 
walls at night, when, seeing his Divine Master appear 
to him at the gate, as if he was going into the city, 
he said, ‘Lord, whither goest thou?’ The Saviour’s 
answer was, ‘ I am coming to my second crucifixion,' 
(venio iterum crucifigi,) which words Peter understood 
to allude to his own death, as predicted by our Lord ; 
for Christ could not be crucified a second time.” At 
the words, “venio iterum crucifigi,” the Benedictine 
monks have written in their Paris e^tion of Ambrose, 
A.D. 1790: “The old editions have it thus, and all the 
MSS., except very few, in which the word ‘ Romam’ is 
interpolated in a modem hand, (posterior aliqua manus 
‘ Romam’ addidit;) and this wora has also found its wajr 
into the text of the Roman edition. As to the appari- 
tion, however, of our Lord to Peter, you wiU not find it 
mentioned by any ancient writer except Hegesippus the 
Spurious, (lib. iii.,) and Gregory, (in Psal. Poenit.)” 
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VII. 

St. Optatus, bishop of Milevis, in Numidia (at the end 
of the fourth century), merely reiterates what had been 
said upwards of a century before by Cyprian, another 
African bishop, about Peter’s Chair being in the Church 
at Rome, as well as in all the other orthodox churches of 
the earth ; for the orthodoxy of the Roman church was 
a constant subject of dispute upon the other side of the 
Mediterranean. All the addition that Optatus makes is, 
that in order to enforce the expression, he once or twice 
speaks of it as “ the Chair in which Peter sat," instead 
of merely “ Peter’s Chair;’’ and some of the Roman 
clergy think (or shall I not rather say, endeavour to 
thiiA) that this marks with more certainty than 
Cyprian’s words did, that the apostle must have come 
into Europe; that the “Chair” in question was some- 
thing in Europe, which was not in the East ; and that as 
Peter occupied it he must have been in Europe. But 
this is an argument of which (as may be seen in the 
section upon Cyprian) the Roman clergy have for 
centuries acknowledged the unsoundness and the ab- 
surdity. It will be there seen that the “ Chair” in which 
the apostle sat was, as St. Jerome states, a mere figurative 
expression, to denote either the doctrine which Peter 
and the apostles taught, or the authority with which they 
were invested to teach it; and that, as St. Gregory the 
Great distinctly tells us, Peter filled no capacity in this 
respect with regard to Rome, or, as Father M”Corry 
terms it, “ sat in’’ nothing there, that he did not equally 
“ sit in,” and equally fill, and moreover at the same time, 
at Alexandria; yet we know that Peter never was at 
Alexandria any more than he was at Rome ; and -with 
this authority, or in this “ Chair,” Baronius admits that 
Peter “ sat” in aU the churches in the world. (Cum 
negari non possit Petrum su& auctoritate, quA universi 
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gregis pastorem agit, omnibus Christiani orbis ecclesiis 
PitssiDERE. Annds, a.d. 39, paragraph 20.) This was 
also the doctrine of Cyprian and Optatus, and in general 
of the African and the Roman bishops, as the Roman- 
catholic bishop Aubespine explains in his Commentary 
upon Optatus. They considered that Peter’s Chair was in 
every orthodox church in Christendom, and, of course, 
in the church of Alexandria, of Carthage, and of Rome, 
as weU as in that at Jerusalem and elsewhere; in other 
words, that the chairs in all the churches, from the 
Euphrates to the Thames, had been conferred upon Peter 
by our Lord before they had been occupied by their 
respective bishops, and, tnerefore, that he had “ sat in ” 
every one of them. They considered, for instance, as 
did Cardinal Baronius and the Roman-catholic bishop 
Aubespine, that the episcopal chair in England had been 
conferred upon Peter before it had been occupied by any 
of the English bishops; that therefore Peter was the 
first who sat in it, and that the first English bishop was 
his immediate successor. And this is the doctrine to 
which we find St. Gildas alluding, soon after the time of 
Optatus, when he speaks of the chair in England as one 
in which Peter sat. 

The passage from Optatus is addressed to the leader 
of a refractory African sect, that were called the Do- 
natists, and is as follows; — “ You cannot deny that you 
know that the chair in which the bishops sit, in the city 
of Rome, was conferred upon Peter before it belonged to 
any one else ; — that in that chair therefore Peter was the 
first who sat, and that in that chair Linus succeeded him,” 
(lib. ii. c. 2 and 3.) The learned Aubespine, who was 
bishop of Orleans, in IGOO, and who enjoyed the highest 
reputation in his church, says in his commentary upon 
this passage, that the chair here meant by Optatus was 
“ that which our Lord himself occupied, which was given 
by him to Peter, and which Peter imparted to every 
bishop in the world, ay, and stiU imparts to them.” 
(Christi Cathedra — quam Petrus accepit a Christo — 
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quam singulis episcopis communicavit Petrus, et singulis 
etiam nunc diebus communicat.) 

Father Dupin also, in his commentaiy upon the same 

? assage of Optatus, explains this African doctrine of 
’etcr’s being said to have sat in all the chairs of 
Christendom before the various bishops occupied them, 
by observing that the chair in which Peter sat consisted 
of all the different chairs in aU the different cities, just 
as we say that the church of Christ consists of all the 
different local churches. (Singulm cathedrro inter se 
dici possunt una cathedra, sicut plures ecclesi® sunt una 
ecclesia. In Opt. ii. 2.) 

Such, then, is the chair in which Eulogius sat at 
Alexandria, while St. Gregory the Great was sitting in 
it at Rome, and in which Damasus was sitting at Rome, 
while St. Optatus sat in it at Milevis, in Numidia — Peter 
having first sat in all these chairs. I do not here stay 
to canvass this doctrine of the African and Roman 
Fathers; but is it, I ask, common sense to say that it 
is a proof that Peter must have left the East? 


VIII. 

The Old Roman Calendar, (assigned to the beginning 
of the 5th century,) published first by Father Boucher 
(Latine, Bucherius) a.d. 1600, and half a century after- 
wards by Father Henschenius, the Bollandist, states that 
immediately upon our Lord’s ascension, and whUe 
Tiberius was still emperor, Peter took upon him.self to 
act at Jerusalem as general bishop of all the Christian 
churches wherever they were planted; that he acted in 
this capacity wth reference to the capital of the empire, 
for twenty -five years, one month, and nine days — {i. e., 
until Paul went there upon his appeal to Nero, and 
Paul’s friend Linus was made local bishop of the church 
there ;) that it was not until about ten years after Linus’s 
local episcopate began, that Peter was crucified by the 
Jews at Babylon, and that this occurred in Nero’s reign 


Digitized by Google 



230 


THE P08TNICENE RECORDS. 


upon the same occasion as St. Paul was put to death at 
Rome. On this statement Father M'Corry and the 
Correspondent in the Times rely as one of the most 
remarkable proofs of Peter’s having left the East in the 
reign of Claudius, and of his having been a resident 
loc^ European bishop for five-and-twenty years. 

It has been already shown in Part II., section ii., that 
the Roman clergy have acknowledge for centuries that 
this old hypothesis of Cardinal Baronius, about the 
reign of Claudius and the Five-and-Twenty years, was 
utterly untenable and preposterous. That fact, there- 
fore, is a sufficient answer to the supposition that this 
exploded theory is contained in the foregoing statement, 
if the foregoing statement could possibly have contained it. 
But what such a statement can have to do with proving 
that Europe was Peter’s head-quarters for five-and- 
twenty years, it is no very easy matter to imagine ; for 
no one pretends or ever has pretended, that the apostle 
appeared in Europe in the reign of Tiberius, upon the 
ascension of our Lord, at which time he is said to have 
had the episcopate of Rome; and Father Henschenius, 
who was a Jesuit of great learning and celebrity in his 
church, even takes pains to guard the reader against 
supposing that the general episcopate, described in this 
old Roman Calendar, has anything whatever to do with 
the local episcopate of Rome, although Roman consul- 
ships, and the reigns of Roman emperors are employed 
as dates to indicate the duration of it. 

The Calendar in question is entitled “ A list of the 
high-priests of Rome,” and begins with the three follow- 
ing paragraphs : — 

“ Our Lord was put to death in the reign of Tiberius, 
on the 8th of the Calends of April, during the consulship 
of the two Gemini ; and immediately after His ascension, 
the most blessed Peter undertook the episcopate. From 
which time it is here set down in regtdar succession, 
who was bishop of Rome, how many years each presided 
over that church, and under whose reign each did so. 

“ Peter, twenty-five years, one month, nine days. 
His episcopate was in the reigns of Tiberius, Caligula, 
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Claudius, and Nero; from the consulship of Vinicius 
and Longinus (a.d. 30) until that of Nerva and 
Vestinus, (a.d. 65.) He was put to death (on the 
same occasion as Paul) on the 3rd of the Calends of 
July, during this latter consulship, in the reign of Nero. 

“ Linus, twelve years, four months, ten days. His 
episcopate was in the time of Nero, from the consulship 
of Satuminus and Scipio (a.d. 56) to that of Capito and 
Rufus,” (a.d. 67.) 

The only commentary required here is that of Father 
Henschenius, who remarks on the first of these three 
paragraphs: “As is mentioned in this preamble, St. 
Peter undertook the episcopate after Christ’s Ascension ; 
but WITHOUT ITS BEING LIMITED TO ANT GIVEN CITY,” 
(sed nuUi certo loco adstrictum,) than which nothing 
could be more pointed or explicit ; and that aflPorded 
by a passage in Eusebius (ii. 22), from which we learn 
that the year in which Linus’s local episcopate began 
(i. e. in which Peter’s general episcopate ended) at 
Rome, was that in which St. Paul arrived there from the 
East. It is thus translated by Jerome : “ In the twenty- 
fifth year after our Lord’s Passion, that is, in the second 
year of Nero’s reign, Paul is sent bound to Rome.” ( Scrip. 
Eccles.,ar?. Paul.) The old Roman Calendar, then, (which, 
with copious notes, is inserted in the Acta Sanctorum, 
in the beginning of the first volume for April,) afibrds 
not the slightest ground for supposing that Peter left 
the East for a single hour, much less for the episcopate 
of five-and-twenty years. Upon this point it says the 
exact contrary of what Father M'Corry and the Cor- 
respondent in the Times imagine, and was always known 
to have said the exact contrary. For it says that the 
episcopate which Peter held was a general one — was, 
for instance, that of the English and Grecian churches, of 
Antioch and Babylon, of Ephesus, of Alexandria, and of 
Ancona, as well as of Rome; that it lasted for thirty- 
five years after the Ascension, i.e., as long as he lived, 
but that it terminated in the case of each church upon 
the establishment there of the first local bishop; that 
this occurred, in the case of Rome, on St. Paul’s ar- 
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rival there, twenty-five years after the Ascension, and 
ten years before reter’s martyrdom at Babylon; that 
his Roman episcopate therefore was nearly half over 
before the second year of Claudius ; that after the 
second year of Claudius it lasted but fifteen years; 
and that, not being of a local character, the apostle 
was able to fulfil its functions while he was Imng 
at Jerusalem and Babylon. Thus, I repeat, the old 
Roman Calejidar, published by Bucherius, flatly con- 
tradicts Father M'Corry and the Correspondent in the 
Times upon the very point which they brought it 
forward to prove ; and yields not in any other respect 
the shadow of a pretext for supposing that Peter ever 
left the East ; but, on the contrary, shows very clearly 
that whoever drew up that document in the fifth 
century had never heard of such a supposition. 


IX. 

J ipiPHANius, (a.d. 403,) bishop of Constantia, in Cyprus, 
is the earliest writer who applies the term “ bishop” to 
St. Peter. Upon the faith of the old Roman Calendar 
he says that this ajHistle was considered a bishop at 
Rome before Linus; and from this expression Bishop 
Pearson thought it probable that Epiphanius supposed 
Peter had left the Ea.st. Bishop Pearson it is true does 
not much press this inference, and none of the Roman- 
catholic writers cite the passage as affording any evi- 
dence respecting Peter’s movements. Nevertheless, as 
this is one of the expressions which are liable to mislead 
the general reader, I shall seek to obviate this effect of it 
by suggesting the following reflections : — 

1. According to the old Roman Calendar, which 
existed in his day, and was then the highest authority 
respecting the annals of the Roman church, Epiphanius 
considered that Peter was bishop at Rome during the 
ten or twelve first years after the Ascension, a period 
during which, it is admitted on all hands that Peter was 
in the East. How then does his being considered bishop 
at Rome afterwards show that he must have left the 
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East afterwards, or make it at all probable that Epipha- 
iiius thought he did? But that this writer did not mean 
to imply this in the expression that he uses is further 
evident from the fact (already alluded to) that he wrote 
at considerable length about the Gnostic contest with the 
church at Rome, which occurred in Peter’s lifetime, and 
which is the great alleged occasion of the apostle’s having 
been bishop of that church, yet does not in that very, 
minute account of Roman matters, give the least hint 
that Peter ever left the East. 

2. Even the being considered as the local bishop of 
any given city does not imply (and never did) the being 
resident there, as the Roman clergy themselves are fore- 
most in admitting, and as all who are conversant with 
ecclesiastical language well know. There are, for instance, 
everybody is aware, several bishops in the Roman church 
— the titular bishops — who never in their lives went near 
the places of which they are said to be bishops. No 
one, for instance would think it a very rational con- 
clusion to infer that the Bishop of Melipotamus ever 
made a single excursion to that Eastern see from the 
mere fact of his being spoken of and considered as 
the bishop there. Is the Correspondent in the Times 
not aware of this? And it is the same with regard 
to Rome and the apostle. Cardinal Bellarmine says, 
honestly, that the being bishop at Rome does not imply 
one’s having ever been in one’s life in that city. “ It is 
evident,” says the discerning Cardinal, “ that Peter’s 
ha\dng been at Rome is not essential to his having been 
bishop there; for many who were bishops at Rome, 
never resided at Rome, such as Clement V., John XXII., 
Benedict XII., Clement VI., and Innocent VI., who 
were ordained in France, and in France lived all their 
lives,” (Bellar. de Summo Pontif. lib. ii. c. 1,) — a just 
and ingenuous avowal, which proves this eminent con- 
troversmlist to have considered that his church was 
independent of aU the evanescent reasons suggested 
by its clergy for supposing that St. Peter made a 
journey into Europe. Father Hardouin, and several 
others of the Roman clergy were, it will be remem- 
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bered, of the same opinion as Cardinal Bellarmine. 
“We need not try to make out that Peter went to Rome,” 
says the learned Jesuit, Hardouin, “ in order to show that 
the Pope is his successor.” (llomam venisse Petrum 
necesse non est, ut sit summus Pontifex Petri successor. 
Quippe qui proprie Episcopus Romanus sive solius urbis 
Romaj non sit. ) On this principle also all the Roman- 
catholic historians construct their catalogues of the 
Roman bishops. They speak of Peter as succeeding 
Christ, and Linus as succeeding Peter, where there is as 
much reason for inferring that our Lord was at Rome, 
and local bishop there, like Linus, as that Peter was ; and 
these historians always mention in their catalogues, with 
the rest, the five bishops of Rome, who, from a.d. 1303 
to A.D. 1367, resided constantly in France, at Avignon, 
and were never able to go to Rome at all. All this may 
be seen illustrated in the “ Chronologia Reformata," by 
Riccioli, the learned Jesuit of the 17th century. In the 
ninth book of this distinguished work, he gives his 
“ Catalogus Pontificum Romanorum,” which begins ivith 
the statement, “Peter succeeded Christ immediately 
after the Ascension.” (Petrus successit Christo statim 
ab ascensione.) Then follows Linus, and in due order 
among the rest the five bishops of Rome that never even 
saw that city. Thus even if the apostle has been con- 
sidered as local bishop of Rome, this does not show that 
he had ever left the East. 

3. But the apostle never was considered, and never 
was, a local bisnop of Rome. By those Fathers who 
most frequent^ speak of him as an Italian bishop, he 
was also considered to be at the same time bishop of all 
the Eastern and of the remotest European churches. 
None of them ever speak of him as bishop of the church 
in Italy, in any other sense than as they speak of him as 
bishop of the church in these Islands and of the church 
in Egypt. The reader ought not to allow his attention 
to be uiverted from this point, as a good deal of the 
misapprehension he may have laboured under respecting 
such expressions as that of Epiphanius arises from con- 
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foundin" a general episcopate, such as that attributed 
to St. Peter, with a local one, such as that of Eulogius, at 
Alexandria, or that of Gregorj" the Great at Rome. The 
whole world, we are told by the Fathers of thefifthcentury, 
was Peter’s diocese. That is the common language of 
that period, although language nor. heard of until then. 
This is what Epiphamus says when he speaks of Rome 
as having no other bishops but the apostles until Paul’s 
friend Linus was appointed by Paul five-and-twenty years 
after the Ascension (p. 56, 231.) St. Augustin says the 
same thing, when he remarks that “Peter received the 
whole world for his diocese.’’ (Totum mundum Petrus 
accepit. August., vol. iv. p. 1161.) Theodoret, in the 
passage where he says that “ Paul’s Chair” (Sooroc) was at 
Rome,yetthatPaulwaslooked upon “as a general founder 
of all the churches, and as a universal teacher of the truth 
in all,” says that Peter likewise stood in this general 
relation to all the churches. ( Koii'oi Hartofc Kai BiSatTKaXui 
Trie aXtidttae. Tlieodorct’s Epistle to Pope Leo, the 113th 
Epistle.) The same thing i.s stated, as has been seen, in 
the old Roman Calendar, and is to be found in various 
other writings after the commencement of the fifth 
century. Thu.s, then, Peter was at this time considered 
as bishop of the whole world. He was bishop, there- 
fore, of every part of the world, as well as of the whole 
of it. He was called so, and was considered so. But 
this does not prove that he was personall}' present in 
every part of it — and therefore it does not prove that 
he was pei-sonally present in any one given part of 
it (say, England, Egypt, or Italy), however much that 
one given part of it may be found, from the difficulties 
of its position, to surpass other parts in the vehemence 
and reiteration with which it declared him to be its 
bishop. 

The words of Epiphanius occur wfficre he mentions 
the order in which the Ciirlier bishops were considered to 
have succeeded one another in the ancient capital of the 
Empire : “ At Rome, i^eter and Paul were the first — 
bishops and apostles at the same time — then Linus, ”&c. 
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And again : “ The succession of the bishops at Rome is 
in this order — Peter and Paul, Linus,” &c. (Epiph. adv. 
Haeres., lib. i. Hasres. 27.) 


' X. 

Pkudentius, a Spanish poet (about a.d. 406), is sup- 
posed by Baronins to allude, in one of his Latin jx>ems, 
to the conjecture hazarded by Eusebius, upon the dis- 
covery in the Catacombs, during the fourth century, of 
some mixed and broken relics, supposed by Sylv'ester 
the then bishop of Rome, to have been those of Peter. 
But it is very doubtful whether the poet ever heard of 
this conjecture, or whether he meant anything more by 
his poetical allusion than that some of Peter’s relics were 
thought to be deposited in his Martyrium at Rome, 
although there were none in his Martyrium at Constanti- 
nople. The words of Prudentius m.iy be thus translated : 
“ One day saw them both die (/.e. Peter and Paul), but 
with the interval of one whole year. The marsh of the 
Tiber knows the ground dedicated to their two trophies, 
and is a witness thus both of the cross and of the sword ; 
for the two showers of blood that sprinkled these, found 
their way through the herbage of the self-same marsh. 

. . . Yes, the Tiber divides their bones.” (Pruden. 
Peristeph. 12.) The poet’s somewhat fantastic object 
seems to be to combine a .sort of unity with separation, 
Avhich leads him to make two statements that the church 
of Rome denies. One day, says he, saw them die, but 
with the interval of a year; one spot received their relics 
(or their shoAvers of blood), but Avith the Tiber floAving 
betAveen the two. The church of Rome considers that 
they died on the same day, and that after death their 
relics AA’ere always united. Whether the poet here means 
their martyrdom, or merely the interment of their relics, 
depends upon the sense that we give to the “ two showers 
of blood ” (bis imber sanguinis), Avhich, applied to Peter, 
is in any sense as far-fetched as anythiiig can well be ; 
and Avill, therefore, quite as appropriately represent his 
relics as it Avould his bloodless crucifixion. But it is of 
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little importance which sense we give these words. The 
conjecture of Eusebius, in the fourth century, would 
gain no credit from its having been seized upon as a fact 
by a Spanish poet in the fifth. We know that the idlest 
fictions of mythology are mentioned as facts by the 
Greek and Latin poets, and are allowed to be so men- 
tioned, without its being thought by any one necessary 
to contradict or to believe them. I know of no one, 
except Baronius and Bellarmine, who has adduced this 
poet as a competent witness — a witness sufficiently early, 
sufficiently well-informed, and sufficiently exact, to give 
credibility to the conjecture, that Peter was not put to 
death at Babylon, although he himself says that he was 
living there in daily expectation of that event. Yet that 
we must not look for historical accuracy in the poems of 
Prudentius, is proved even by Cardinal Baronius him- 
self, who tells us that we must not implicitly rely upon 
this poet for anything, and least of all for the particulars 
of Peter’s crucifixion ; that the poet’s notion of the 
period of this event, for instance, is quite wrong (see 
Annals, a.d. 69, paragraph 3), and (to omit numberless 
other instances of inaccuracy or ignorance), that in the 
poem on the martyrdom of St. Hypolitus, Prudentius, 
with a more than ordinary amount of poetic licence, 
unites in one person the stories of three very different 
individuals — a priest, a soldier, and a bishop (see the 
section of this work on Hypolitus). I appeal to any 
conscientious reader in communion with the church of 
Rome, whether he accepts such evidence as this of St. 
Peter’s having left the East? and whether he is not 
rather shocked than otherwise, that his church should 
be obliged to have recourse to such a justification of its 
pretensions ? 

The verse of Prudentius, which Bellarmine calls proof, 
is still wider from the mark. It occurs in a hymn upon 
St. Lawrence: — 

“ Avatmt, vilo Jupiter ! 

Leave Rome her freedom, — leave Christ’s people free! 

Paul bids thee hence, the blood of Peter, hence, — 

Yes, Nero’s act and thine is now against thee 1” 
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IX. 

Chrysostom (a.d. 407) is cited only by Baronins and 
Father M'Corry. The former says, “ that in the homily 
upon the martyrdoms of Peter and Paul,” this Father 
says that Peter was residing at Rome, as well as super- 
intending its church. But all the Roman-catholic 
^vriters, without exception, are noAv agreed that this 
homily was not written by St. Chrysostom. Bernard de 
Montfaucon, the Benedictine monk, to whose learning 
and care we are indebted for the last and most splendid 
edition of this Father’s works, says of this homily: “ It 
is the universal opinion of the learned that it is spurious 
and unworthy the pen of Chrysostom ; that the style of 
it, and everything else belonging to it, makes this mani- 
fest — so manifest, in fact, that it is not worth while to 
lose any more time in proving it.” “ It is unanimously 
agreed,” says Ceillier, “ that the homily on St. Peter’s 
martyrdom is not by St. Chrysostom.” (Ceillier on 
Chrysost. vol. ix.) The fact is, there have been so many 
documents discovered to be spurious since the times of 
Cardinal Baronius, that there can be no doubt, if he 
lived now, he would at once acknowledge that the por- 
position he defended is untenable. 

Father M'Corry acknowledges the spuriousness of this 
homily, but says that Chrysostom speaks of Peter’s 
Martyria at Rome, and speaks as if Peter’s relics -were 
there within them. This is true. But Chrysostom 
speaks also of Peter’s Martyria at Constantinople, and 
speaks also as if the apostle inhabited his tombs there as 
well as those at Rome. This may be seen in the section 
of this work upon Caius. It is, however, of little moment 
in this inquiry, whether Chrysostom is here aUuding to 
Peter’s relics at all. And if we are to suppose he is, it 
is equally of little moment whether he only alludes to 
the popular notion mentioned by St. Augustine, (“ Men 
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speak as if Peter’s relics were at Rome,”) or whether he 
thought as Father Hardouin and others, that it was only 
Peter’s head that had been sent there from the East, 
( Petri saltern caput Romam fuisse delatum a Christianis 
ex Hierosolymis omnino credimus ibique religiose illud 
coli. Hardouin,) or whether he supposed, with Eusebius, 
that the complete, though broken skeleton, found in the 
catacombs by Sylvester, in the reign of Constantine, and 
supposed to have lain there unnoticed and un-identified 
for nearly three centuries, was really that of the apostle. 
Whatever Chrysostom may have thought upon this point, 
he says nothing that could be laid hold of as denoting 
that he, like Eusebius, hesitated about the authenticity 
of Peter’s Second Epistle ; or that, like him, he inferred 
from the relics found at Rome, that Peter was not put 
to death at Babylon, where it is indicated in that Epistle 
that his death was about to take place. 


XII. 

St. Jerome, (a.d. 420,) a Eatin writer, made some Latin 
translations from the Greek language, which Father 
M'Coriy and the Correspondent in the Times regard as 
very tolerable evidence of the old exploded hypothesis of 
Baronius about the reign of Claudius and the Five-and- 
Twenty Years. For, as I have had occasion already to 
observe, these two modem writers do not seem to be 
aware that their church has, for centuries past, been 
compelled to forego this notion altogether, on account 
of its extreme absurdity, and on account of the discovery 
that, notwithstanding the most diligent search, there 
was not the slightest trace of such a notion in any of the 
Fathers, nor even anything that could be brought to prop 
up the hypothesis. 

Nor do these writers seem, with regard to Jerome, to 
be aware of the fact, that in his own works, which are 
very voluminous, there is not one word to make it appear 
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that he thought Peter had at any period abandoned the 
East, and his special mission to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. This is quite as extraordinarj' an inad- 
vertence on the part of these two writers as the former ; 
for they cannot mean to pretend, that although Jerome 
did not assert the thing in his own writings, he should 
be thought to assert whatever was mentioned in the 
works that he translated, or even whatever he supposed 
to have been mentioned in them ; and that, in general, 
what is stated, or supposed to be stated, in a translation, 
is to be regarded as the statement of the translator! 
Surely there is no one who will not admit the necessity 
of some distinction here ; no one who will not see at once, 
that if we would examine this question earnestly and 
honestly, we are bound to distinguish what Jerome sets 
down as his own words and his own opinion from what 
he considers that he sets down as the words and opinion 
of another. 

Nor are these their only oversights. They appear to 
have neglected, also, to examine into the circumstances 
connected \vith the Latin text of the works they quote 
from, either with regard to their accuracy as translations, 
or -with regard to the precise import of the words 
employed in the Latin passages they have selected. F'or 
if they had done so, they would have found that their 
own church teaches (and most properly so too) that 
the accuracy of these works is in no case to be de- 
pended on ; and that, even if it were, yet the expres- 
sions employed did not, in Jerome’s day, imply the sense 
that is attributed to them by these two modem writers, 
nor are even now considered by the educated clergy of 
Rome to involve any meaning of this kind. 

As all these points have unaccountably escaped the at- 
tention of these two writers, it is not impossible that others 
also may be deceived about them ; for which reason it is 
important that, in a treatise of this description, they 
should not wholly be passed over. As to the first of 
them, however, viz., that the Roman clergy now reject 
in toto their old hypothesis about the reign of Claumus 
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and the Five-and-Twenty years, this has been so fully 
shown in Part II. section ii., that it is unnecessary to 
enlarge further upon it here. Y et, as evidence of the extent 
to which these writers have taken information second- 
hand upon this subject, and of the insufficient study 
which they have bestowed upon the authorities they 
have cited, I may here advert to the remarkable fact 
there exhibited, that all the principal authorities in this 
matter mentioned by these writers, flatly contradict them 
upon the hypothesis in question. Take, for instance, 
the four following: — Father Ceillier says, he does not 
consider that Peter left the East until the reign of Nero ; 
i. e., until after he had been to Babylon. Baluze, that 
to suppose him to have left the East earlier, is perfectly 
preposterous. “ Quffi res quam absurda sit,” is the un- 
ceremonious censure which this learned Roman Catholic 
addresses to these two writers. Bishop Pearson said he 
saw no pretext whatever in the Fathers for the hypo- 
thesis; and Mr. Baratier, that the learned of all creeds 
had long ago determined that the thing was utterly false, 
and utterly at variance with all history, sacred and pro- 
fane; and these Father M'Corry and the Correspondent 
in the Times refer us to, as four of the ablest authorities 
on this subject ! 

The two points which require a brief illustration here 
are these: 1, That Jerome’s original works have nothing 
in them that in the slightest degree warrants the supposi- 
tion that he thought Peter ever left the East, but the 
reverse; 2, That the passages quoted from his transla- 
tions, only mention Peter as being considered bishop at 
Rome for twenty-five years, and not his having resided 
there for that time, as is alleged by these two mistaken 
writers of last year. 

1. Almost the only illustration that the first point 
admits of, is to be found in the fact that no Roman- 
catholic writer has been able to produce any such passage 
from his original works, the two which they cite being in 
his translations; viz., in the Chronicon, which he says, in 
his preface to it, he condensed from various writings, as 
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well as from the Greek text of a Chronicon by Eusebius; 
and in his Catalogue of Ecclesiastical Writers, which he 
also says, in a preface, was mainly translated from the 
“Ecclesiastical History” written by this same Greek 
Father. From each of these two works the Roman 
clergy, in the days of Baronius, (t. literally, centuries 
ago,) used to quote one passage, which they have since 
withdrawn, on account of the absurdity of the inter- 
pretation which, to make these two passages of use, would 
have been necessary ; and, from all the rest of his works, 
not one single word has at any time been put forward 
by any writer as a reason for supposing this alleged 
journey from the East ; which blank, it will be granted,, 
could not well have happened if Jerome thought that 
nearly half of the apostle’s life had been spent in Italy. 
Another consideration, illustrative of this point, is, that 
Jerome considered Peter to have been put to death 
at Babylon ; a fact in Peter’s history which is only re- 
cognised by such writers as admit the other fact of 
Peter’s never having left the East; no writers, of any 
description or of a^ period, having imagined that the 
apostle came into Europe in the reign of Claudius, 
unless they bkewise imagined that he had been put to 
death there. From this also, therefore, we may see that 
Jerome did not consider that Peter had left the East. 
It is true that he does not expressly name Babylon as 
the place where the apostle was put to death, but we 
know that Jerome did not reject Peter’s Second Epistle, 
in which the apostle mentions his crucifixion as immi- 
nent at Babylon ; and we know, also, that he did not 
think the conjecture of Eusebios on the subject worth 
translating in the memoir of Peter, contained in the Cata- 
logue of Ecclesiastical Writers taken out of the History of 
Eusebius ; which omission is the more remarkable, as he 
there mentions Peter’s relics, found at Rome by St. Syl- 
vester, and Constantine’s Church upon the Vatican Hill 
as one of the repositories in which some of these relics 
were preserved. He says : “ Peter has a tomb upon the 
Vatican Hill, near the road of Triumph,” (sepultus est 
in Vaticano juxta viam Triumphalem,) and no more; 
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just as in the memoir of Luke, in the same Catalogue, he 
says: “Luke was buried at Constantinople,” (sepultus 
est Constantinopoli,) although it is well known that it 
was not at Constantinople that Luke was put to death, 
and that his tomb and Peter’s were both built by Con- 
stantine. He plainly says, however, (as is seen in Part I. 
section xiv., and Part II. section iii.,) that Peter lived at 
Babylon ; and in one of his letters to Marcella, he dis- 
tinctly speaks of Peter’s martyrdom as not having 
occurred at the same place as Paul’s. Jerome there 
says : “ Why call Jerusalem accursed on account of our 
Lord’s blood having been shed there, while those parts 
OF the earth are considered blessed in which Peter and 
Paul, the generals of the Christian army, poured forth 
their blood ?” ( Benedicta loca putant in (mibus, &c. ) As 
Jerome, therefore, did not deny that Peter had been 
put to death at Babylon, we have, from this fact alone, 
ahnost as clear an indication that he did not imagine 
him to have lived five-and-twenty years in Europe, as 
we have in the other fact of his never having said one 
word in his own writings on the subject. The attentive 
and conscientious student will see in what is here said, 
proof as clear as the distinctest statement on the part 
of J eroine would have been, that he knew nothing about 
Peter’s having ever left the East. 

2. I now proceed to the two passages called “ trans- 
lations.” All Roman Catholic scholars are agreed that 
these passages afford no reason whatever for supposing 
that Peter left Asia either for twenty-five years, as 
Cardinal Wiseman and Father M'Corry suppose, or 
even for a short time in the second year of Claudius, as 
some of the words used have sometimes been interpreted ; 
and they assign as their reason for this opinion, firsts 
that the statement clashed with all history sacred and 
profane; and secondly^ that Jerome, who names no 
authority for the statement, was too late a writer to be 
himself accepted as authority for it ; and all the learned 
of every creed, even our Bisbop Pearson and the German 
youth Baratier (whose acquaintance with this subject 
Cardinal Wiseman highly extols) agree upon these 
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points with the Roman Catholic clergy. This clashing 
however of the statement with history, and this lateness 
of Jerome do not constitute the whole truth. The fact 
is that the passages do not contain the supposed state- 
ment at all, and that any reflecting reader can easily 
see that we have not the smallest ground for saying 
that they do. They merely tell us that for twenty-five 
years there was no other Bishop of the Roman Church 
but Peter, (230, &c.) that his general proclamation of 
the gospel at Jerusalem extended to the Gentile cities, 
although his appointed business was with Jewish cities 
only, [64] that his martyrdom at Babylon took place in 
Nero’s persecution, [42-5] and that it was in the second 
year of Claudius that the book called “ Peter’s Preaching” 
was sent to Rome by the apostle, against the heresy of 
the Gnostics, (23, 135, 158, &c.) 

The only words in these two passages that could in 
any case be supposed to imply the alleged journey from 
Babylon, are those respecting his conduct against the 
Gnostic heresy in the second year of Claudius; and the 
whole question respecting this portion of these passages 
is as to whether the Latin terms employed by Jerome — 
“ mittitur” in the one, and “ pergit” in the other — are 
to have the literal sense of “ proficiscitur,” which 
Jerome’s ignorance of Greek, (p. 215, &c.) might easily 
have led him to give to the Greek words in Euseb. ii. 14, 
about the book called “ Peter’s Preaching,” which words 
it is admitted that he is here translating, or whether 
they are to bear the ecclesiastical sense of such terms, 
in which Eusebius himself has there employed the cor- 
responding term x^ipaytoyti-, which will, 1 think, appear 
upon reflection to every student of the Fathers the only 
true interpretation of tliese words here; for although 
Jerome’s ignorance of Greek was great, he could have 
known, even from the translations which he used, that 
the whole passage in Eusebius is a metaphorical one, 
and he knew that it was in metaphor always that the 
Fathers spoke of the Gnostic heresy at Rome. That he 
even intended this sense himself to be placed upon his 
own words in this passage is clearly proved by his em- 
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ployment of the term “ expu^nandum.” Besides all 
this, the above and similar words are constantly used in 
the old Ecclesiastical Historians, both Greek and Latin, 
in this figurative sense. Nicephorus, for instance, says 
also of St. Peter’s relations with Alexandria in Egypt, 
that the apostle past on to that church : tirt rtiv AXt^avSpov 
TToXiv fttTf^aivt (xiv. 39) which the Roman Catholic 
version renders “Alexandriam transit Petrus,”although 
neither this nor any writer ever pretended to say that 
Peter went in person to Alexandria. 

The passages are, from the “Ecclesiastical Writers:” 
“ Simon Peter, after his Episcopate of the Church of 
Antioch, and after his proclamation to the Jewish 
Christians of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappa- 
docia, Asia and Bithynia (see this proclamation, 1 
Peter i. 1,) passed on (pergit) to Rome to the storming 
of Simon Magus in the second year of Claudius, and he 
also held the sacerdotal chair of that city twenty-five 
years, until the fourteenth year of Nero, by whom it was 
that he was crowned with martyrdom,” &c. From the 
“ Latin Chronicon “ In the second year of Claudius, 
Peter, as soon as he had founded the church of Antioch, 
is given the mission of Rome (literally ‘ is sent’ to Rome 
— '• Mittitur' in all the MSS.) and he continues bishop 
of the same church for twenty-five years, promulgating 
the gospel there.” 

Respecting the authority of this “ Latin Chronicon,” 
see page 216 of this work. On Jerome’s Catalogue of 
Ecclesiastical Writers, Father Ceillier remarks: “What 
is certain is that the History of Eusebius afforded Jerome 
the chief materials for his Catalogue, in which he often 
merely translated the History, with too much freedom 
however it must be admitted, and sometimes with too 
little truth.” (A la verit4 avec trop de liberty et quel- 
quefois meme peu fidelement. Vol. iv. p. 257.) 

We see then from what has been said above, that we 
have no other ground whatever except this undoubted 
ignorance of Greek on Jerome’s part, for supposing him 
to attribute here to Eusebius the having said that Peter 
was in Europe in the reign of Claudius. It is true that 
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we have this single ground for the supposition. But 
the conscientious student will consider it more just and 
more natural that, of the two interpretations which 
Jerome’s words admit of, we should suppose him to have 
intended that one which the writer intended, whom it is 
admitted on all hands that he is here translating. 

For the passage from Jerome’s List of Ecclesiastical 
Writers {art. Mark) cited by Bellarmine, respecting 
1 Peter, v. 13, see Part II. section iii., where it is seen 
that this was merely one of Jerome’s many mistransla- 
tions from Eusebius, who never said the thing imputed 
to him, and that Jerome himself distinctly says that 
Rome was not to be understood by “ Babylon.” 

For the other passage from the same article, cited 
also by Bellarmine, to make it appear that Mark’s gospel 
was written at Rome, and that Peter was there at the 
time, see Part I., in the section on Clemens Alexandrinus, 
(p. 83) where it will be seen that Jerome alludes to 
nothing of the kind. 


XIII. 

SuLPiTitrs Severus, (a.d. 420 or 429,) a Spanish priest, 
merely inaLes the same special application to Italy of 
the statement in the old Roman Calendar, as had been 
made before by Epiphanius and Jerome. He says, 
“ while Rome had no other bishop yet but Peter,” or 
“ while Peter was still bishop of Rome,” a form of ex- 
pression from which, as has been already fully shown, it 
cannot be inferred that the apostle ever left the East. 
This writer also repeats the allegory about the fiery 
chariot mentioned by Arnobius, imitating Cyril of Jeru- 
salem in the additions which that bishop introduced into 
the story. He says, for instance, that it was by two 
devils that the chariot and four was mainly held up in 
its progress through the air above the heads of the 
astonished multitude, and not only by the eight wings 
of fire of the four wild horses, as in Arnobius’s account 
of it ; and further, that its fall was occasioned not only 
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by the prayers of St. Peter, but b^ those of St. Paul also. 
He does not say, however, that Europe was represented 
as the scene of this story, nor give us the least reason 
to suppose that, if it was, he considered the apostle’s 
prayers could not have had effect there, without the 
apostle’s having come himself from Babylon to offer them 
upon the spot. He also gives us the same proof as 
Philastrius does, of his not looking upon it as a real 
event ; for he likewise supposes it to have occurred not 
only at the foundation of the Roman church, as men- 
tioned by Arnobius, but again in the early part of Nero’s 
reign, after the arrival of St. Paul in Italy. 

Neither, therefore, in what he says of Peter’s universal 
episcopate, still extending to Rome in the early part of 
Nero’s reign, nor in what he says of the fieiy chariot 
that was supported by the two devils, and dashed to 
pieces by the prayers of the two apostles, Paul’s in the 
West and Peter’s in East, have we the slightest indica- 
tion of the latter apostle’s having come to Europe. His 
words are: “ For in Nero’s reign the divine religion had 
acquired strength at Rome, Peter acting as the bishop 
there, and Paul having been brought to that city (when he 
appealed to Caesar), which eminent apostle many came 
there to hear, and all these were converted under the in- 
fluence of the truth and of the apostolic miracles which 
were then frequently performed. For it was in those days 
that that celebrated engagement took place of Peter and 
Paul against the impostor of Samaria, who, by magic 
art, to prove himself a god, soared aloft in a fiery equi- 
page, supported by two devils, (duobus suffultus demo- 
niis,) and when the devils were put to flight through the 
prayers of the apostles, fell down, and was dashed to 
pieces in the sight of all the people.” (Sulpit. Lev. Hist, 
ii. 40 and 41.) 

This Y?riter also mentions the general laws of the 
empire which were passed against the Christians in 
Nero’s time, and that it was during the persecution thus 
promoted by the Romans in all parts of the world, that 
Peter was crucified by the Jews, as the Scriptures inti- 
mate, in the capital of the Lost Sheep of the House of 
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Israel, and that Paul was beheaded in the capital of the 
Gentiles. After describing the commencement of this 
persecution as at Rome, he says : “ Afterwards even 
laws were passed to prohibit the religion, and proclama- 
tions were issued forbidding any one to be a Christian. 
It was at that period of the persecution that Paul and 
Peter were put to death, of whom one had his head cut 
off, and the other was fastened to the cross.” — Ibid. 


XIV. 

St. Augustine, or St. Austen, bishop of Hippo, in 
Africa, (a.d. 430,) says nothing whatever even from 
which we might infer that he thought Peter had ever 
left the East. In one of the places referred to by Baro- 
nius, he states that there was a saying in his day that 
Peter’s body was deposited in Rome ; which not only is 
on sign of Peter’s having been there when he was alive, 
but shows how doubtful it was whether even his relics 
were deposited there at all. His words are : “ Peter’s 
body, PEOPLE 'say, lies at Rome; Paul’s body lies there; 
the l>ody of Laurentius lies there; the bodies of all the 
holy martyrs lie at Rome, and yet Rome is unfortunate ! 
.... Is there all this destruction where monuments 
are erected to the apostles ?” ( Augus. Sermo in Natali 

Apostolorum.) Would he have introduced the words 
“ people say” if he was speaking of a fact well ascer- 
tained? In the other place cited by Baronius, Augus- 
tine says that the Roman church laid claim to having 
the Chair of Peter, quite as much as Jerusalem or any 
other catholic church. But Augustine does not hereby 
mean that Peter had been at Rome. This he shows by 
his illustration ; for in it he says, that the Roman church 
was the Cathedra Christi, although, as has been already 
remarked, our Lord never went to Rome; that the 
Roman church was Peter’s Chair in the same way as the 
Synagogue at Jerusalem was Moses’ Chair, although 
Moses never was at Jerusalem ; and that even Hippo, 
Augustine’s own little diocese, was Peter’s Chair, without 
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its being even a sign of the Apostle’s having been at 
Hippo. The passage is as follows; Petilianus had said 
to this bishop, “If you lay claim to a chair it is that 
which David calls the chair of the scorner, for the 
righteous do not sit in it.” Whereupon Augustine re- 
plies : “ What has the Chair of the Roman church done 
to you, in which Peter sat and in which Anastatius sits 
to-day? Or what has the Chair of the Church of Jeru- 
salem done to you, in which James sat and in which 
John sits now, with whom we are associated in Catholic 
unity, (t.e., which is one and the same chair as ours,) 
and from whom you have madly separated, in separating 
from us? Why do you csdl the apostolic chair the chair 
of the scorner? If it is on account of the men who, 
you think, speak the law and do it not, did our Lord 
on account of the Pharisees, of whom he says, they say 
and do not, offer any insult to the chair in which they 
were sitting? Did He not uphold that chair of Moses, 
and condemn them without dishonouring the chair? 
For, He says, they sit in the chair of Moses,” &c. ; and, 
again, a page or two afterwards : “ And yet not even on 
account of those Pharisees, to whom you unjustly com- 
pare us (who sit in Peter’s chair) did our Lord declare 
the chair of Moses vacant, which therefore He meant 
as a type of Ilis own, inasmuch as He says, that it 
was while they were still sitting in the chair of Moses 
that they professed what they did not practise,” &c. 
(August, lib. ii. contra literas Petiliani. cap. 51 and 61.) 
This passage not only does not prove Peter to have been 
in Europe, as the Correspondent in the Times supposes, 
but even explains in a very clear and useful manner the 
fallacy of inferring the apostle’s residence in a city from 
the mere circumstance of its boasting that it possessed 
his chair; a fallacy already exposed in the sections upon 
Cyprian and Optatus. 

The passage cited by Pearson is that in which, without 
speaking of Rome at all, Augustine, who lived in Africa, 
says, that the most eminent emperors paid their homage 
at the “ Fisherman’s tomb.” But even if this means his 
monument that was at Rome, his having a monument 
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there does not prove he died there. Ilis brother Andrew 
had one at Constantinople, and even Andrew’s body was 
deposited there ; but it is well kno^vn that Andrew was 
not put to death at Constantinople. St. Chrysostom, 
however, as has been seen, speaks of the Fisherman’s 
tomb that was at Constantinople, and of the homage 
paid to it by the emperors, whom he frequently calls 
“ the door-keepers of the Fishennan," because they were 
interred in the vestibule of Peter’s martyrium, or mar- 
tyr’s tomb, in that city. 


XV. 

Paclinus Nodanus, bishop of Nola, in Campania, (a.d. 
4.31,) wrote some letters and poems, and in one of the 
latter — the third of the fifteen poems upon the nativity 
of St. Felix, he says that Peter had a monument 
erected to his memory at Rome, as well as that which we 
know of at Constantinople. It is thence inferred by 
Bellarmine that some of the relics must have been con- 
nected with it ; and thence again, that the martyrdom 
could not have taken place at Babylon ! Paulinus says : 
“ And Rome herself, powerful through her sacred monu- 
ments of the heavenly chiefs, — througli Paul and Peter’s 
(Paulin. Natal, iii.) To omit the other facts alrciidv 
mentioned, I only remind the reader that St. Peters 
monument at Constantinople had not even a single relic 
connected with it ; and that St. Augustine admits that 
it was not in his day an ascertained fact that Peter’s 
body was at Rome, — that there was nothing more than 
a rumour (“ dicunt homines”) of its being there. But 
whoever has leisure to look through these poems of 
Paulinus will receive convincing proof that the place of 
a martyr’s death was not considered by this bishop to 
be indicated either by the city in which he had a monu- 
ment, or by the monument which could boast of his 
remains. For in the eleventh of these poems he says, 
that the bodies of martyrs were like physicians to the 
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soul, and therefore placed by Providence where they 
were most wanted; that it was Providence that put it 
into the head of Constantine to bring the body of 
Andrew, St. Peter’s brother, from Achaia to the new 
capital, as well as that of Timothy from Asia ; and that, 
although Peter Avas not fixedly stationed either at 
Babylon or any other city before his martyrdom, yet 
tliat, after that event, his body was supposed to be 
placed fixedly at Rome, in addition to Paul s, because it 
was most wanted as a physician in the Gentile city. 


XVI. 

Cyril Alexandrinus, archbishop of Alexandria, (a.d. 
444,) wrote a letter to Celestine, bishop of Rome, about 
a folio page and a half lon^, in which no modern Roman 
Catholic will pretend that he says one word that has the 
least reference either to the conjecture of Eusebius or to 
Jerome’s mistranslation. In fact, in the whole letter 
he neither mentions the name of Peter nor alludes to him 
in any way. The only words of this Alexandrian arch- 
bishop that Baronius’s imagination could possibly have 
connected with the subject in question, are these : “Things 
absurd and irrational, and whieh are far removed from 
the apostolical and evangelical faith which the holy 
Fathers have all along preserved and handed down to us 
and to our times.” (Cyr., Epist. ad Celest.) It is one 
of thirty-seven letters ascribed to this patriarch, and is 
in some editions placed as the ninth, in others as the 
eighteenth of them. 


XVII. 

Sozomen, an ecclesiastical historian, (a.d. 450,) says 
that the church of Rome was considered to be one of 
the churches that had Peter’s Chair in it, as well as the 
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churches of England and of Antioch, of Babylon and of 
Alexandra. The passage quoted by Baronius is this: 
“Felix, the rival bishop of Rome, survived but a short 
time, and then Liberius was sole bishop — it having been 
thus ordained, it seems, by Divine Providence, so as not 
to disgrace Peter’s Chair anywhere by having two bishops 
sitting in it at once; for this is a sign of discord, and in- 
consistent with the purity of the ecclesiastical law.” 
(Sozom., Hist. iv. 14. ) It was hence inferred by Baronius 
that Sozomen must have enteilained the conjecture 
hazarded by Eusebius, respecting Peter’s not having 
been put to dejith at Babylon. But there are no grounds 
for tliis inference respecting Sozomen. In his day all 
the churches recognised the authenticity of Peter’s 
Second Epistle ( which, in the days of Eusebius, they did 
not), and this document leaves no doubt as to his mar- 
tyrdom having taken place at Babylon; and, besides 
this, the absurdity of inferring that because England, 
Egypt, and Italy were considered to have Peter’s Chair, 
the apostle must have gone into those countries, has 
been fully shown in the sections upon Cyprian, Optatus, 
and Augustine. 


XYIII. 


Orosius was a Spanish priest (about A.D. 450), but it is 
not known when he finished his history or when he died. 
“ How long he lived,” says Moller, his biographer, “ is 
unknown ; but what is most certain is, that he died before 
the end of the fifth century.” The Correspondent in 
the Times does not represent Orosius as affording any 
satisfactory evidence of the famous hypothesis of Baronius 
about the second year of Claudius; but Father M'Corry 
does. Father AP'Corry considers that although he says 
nothing about the “ Five-and-Twenty Years,” yet he may 
be regarded asaffording his sanction to Jerome’salleged in- 


terpretation of the Greek preposition £7 ti, with the accusa- 
tive case of a city (in Euseb. ii. 14) ; that therefore that, 
alleged interpretation must be considered as correct, and 
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that this writer thence deduced the supposition, not only 
that there had been no church at Eome until the second 
year of Claudius — twelve years after the Ascension — but 
also that the apostle then came into Europe after he 
went to Babylon. That Orosius supposed this, in the 
fifth century, is not improbable. But even the Roman 
clergy do not consider that he was a good judge as to the 
accuracy or inaccuracy of Jerome’s alleged interpreta- 
tion, nor any authority whatever for the fact in question. 
He writes thus: — “ In the beginning of Claudius’s reign, 
Peter, the apostle of our Lord Jesus Christ, came to 
Rome, and faithfully taught that faith so salutary to 
believers, and proved what he taught by powerful 
miracles; and from that time there began to be Chris- 
tians at Rome. Rome felt that the following benefit 
resulted from her faith. For when, after Cidigula’s death, 
&c. &c. And wll any one therefore deny that it was in 
consequence of the apostle Peter’s coming, and the tender 
seeds of Christianity which had not yet shot forth into 
profession, that the tyranny and civil war which had 
almost begun, were by the Divine Power repressed?” 
(Oros. vii. 6.) When the Roman clergy, therefore, re- 
jected the alleged interpretation of St. Jerome, it is clear 
that they also rejected the sanction here afforded to it by 
Orosius, and that they threw his authority upon the sub- 
ject wholly overboard. But we cannot be surprised at 
this, when we reflect that he is represented by writers of 
all persuasions to be an extremely bad Greek scholar, 
constantly mistaking the authors in that language, in 
fact, having little read them, and that he was a very in- 
accurate historian, as may be seen by consulting the 
General Index of Baronius, where he has numerous 
errors, iis well as an extreme credulity, attached to his 
name. 

Father Ceillier says: “We find chronological errors 
in this writer, because, as he did not understand Greek 
much, he had not read the Greek authors in their own 
language.” (Ceill. vol. xiv. p. 7.) 

Father Dupin says of his History : “ It is not ill- 
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■written, but it is inaccurate. It has many faults, both 
historical and chronological. He had not read the Greek 
historians, and easily credited whatsoever might help his 
subject, without examining whether it was well attested 
or not.” (Dupin, vol. i. p. 368.) 

Charles Weiss, in the “ Bibliotheque Universelle,” a 
work sanctioned by the Roman clergy, and contributed 
to by many of them, says : “ Orosius, little instructed in 
the literature of tlie Greek language, was utterly with- 
out critical knowledge, and his work ought not to be 
consulted without distrust.” (Biblioth. Univer., art. 
Orose.) 

Fathers Richard and Giraud, in their “ Biblioth&que 
Sacrce,” say: “This History of Orosius is useful, but 
far from accurate.” (Peu exacte, Biblioth. Sacrec, art. 
Orose.) 

Mbller, his biographer, remarks : “ Even Baronius 
himself, on more than one occasion, calls in question the 
veracity of Orosius, upon the ground of his being ex- 
tremely credulous.” 

Casaubon says : “ I say nothing of his ignorance of 
Roman affairs, which is sometimes quite astonishing, as 
Baronius himself frequently acknowledges.” 

“ His ignorance of the Greek language,” says Dr. 
Rees, in his Encyclopaedia, “involved him in many 
mistakes.” 

Thus we see that Father M'Corry is quite mistaken in 
supposing that the Roman clergy were not warranted in 
rejecting the authority of Orosius as they have done, 
both as a Greek scholar and as an accurate historian ; 
and thus we see that, /even if they had not, centuries 
ago, acknowledged the error supposed to have been 
made by Jerome, in his translation from Eusebius, and 
the utter absence that there is of the least room or 
evidence for supposing that Peter left the East in the 
reign of Claudius, yet no sincere inquirer after truth 
could possibly have regarded this Spaniard as a com- 
petent judge of Jerome’s translation from the Greek 
writings of Eusebius. 
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XIX. 

Palladius, bishop of Helenopolis, in Bith)oiia (a.d. 450), 
is supposed to have written an obscure work about the 
Brahmins, in which the fate of the apostle of Babylon is 
alluded to, as having been brought about during Nero’s 
persecution of the Cliristians in the East, although not 
exactly within his eastern jurisdiction there. Speaking 
of some other things which happened in the East in the 
reign of Nero, the writer has this clause : “ In the reign of 
Nero — who imposed the penalty of piety upon Peter and 
Paul, who were, as we know, the leaders of the apostles.” 
(Lib. de Bragmanibus. ) This is produced as very fair 
proof that Palladius adopted the conjecture of Eusebius, 
and thought Peter had not been put to death at Babylon, 
but in some part of the Roman empire, and mast pro- 
bably in Italy ! It is not known whether this work on 
the Brahmins was reallj written by Palladius, but the 
evidence of this doubt is not laid before the reader, as 
the words so evidently do not even suggest what they arc 
cited to prove. 


XX. 

Petrus Chrysologus, bishop of Ravenna, (a.d. 452,) is 
stated by Baronius to have said, in a sermon “ Upon the 
Nativity of the Apostles,” that Peter’s martyrdom did 
not take place at Babylon, but no such sermon was ever 
by any editor attributed to this bishop. We have only 
176 of his sermons at the most, and this is not published 
as one of them in any edition of his works. No less 
than five sermons on this subject have been, at different 
times, attributed by Roman-catholic editors to different 
writers of this period, and, by Roman-catholic editors, 
again withdrawn from them ; but I do not find that any 
one of the five has bver been attributed in any edition to 
this writer. 
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XXI. 

Tiieodoret, (a.d. 457,) bishop of a town called Cyrus, , 

on the Euphrates, not very far from Babylon, alludes to i 

its being supposed in his day, as it had been in St. 
Augustine’s, that Peter’s relics were in his tomb at Rome ; ' 

and it is hence inferred, that Theodoret must have 
adopted the conjecture of Eusebius, that the apostle had 
not been put to death at Babylon, but it will be seen that 
he gives grounds for no such inference. His words occur 
in a complimentary and rather inflated address to Leo, 
bishop of Rome, where he says that there came a light to / 

the nations from Peter’s tomb — that the apostle had 
passed across the meridian of the church like a star, but 
that, unlike other stars, he continues to give light after he 
has gone down, and now from the West as he had before 
from the East. After alluding to Paul’s having said that 
the fame of that church had been noised abroad through- 
out all the world, Theodoret thus writes : “ But if such 
was the faith of Rome when it first received the seeds of 
Christianity, how shall we speak of the piety which exists 
there now? Moreover, at Rome there are the tombs of 
Peter and Paul, the general founders of all the churches, 
and the universal teachers of the truth in all ; those tombs 
which enlighten the souls of the faithful. The thrice- 
blessed star (or team) of these apostles arosein the eastern 
horizon, shooting forth its rays in all directions, and 
accepted with joy its declination in the western, and even 
from the western horizon now illuminates the world. It 
was they who gave the greatest lustre to your throne. 

This is the climax of all your fortunes. And Providence 
has given fresh lustre to this Chair of Paul’s and to this 
Chair of Peter’s, by placing your Holiness in it,from whom 
the bright beams of orthodoxy are sent forth.” (Theod., 

Epist. ad Leon, 113th Letter.) To the reader whose 
mind is not pre-occupied with the modem hypothesis, it 
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will be evident that Theodoret’s metaphor only alludes to 
the transit of the heavenly bodies from the East to the 
West, and not to any journey of Peter’s from the East to 
the West; for East and West are relative terms, and 
this bishop, who lived in the East, on the Euphrates, 
could hot possibly have meant to say that Peter passed 
in his travels from the east of him to the west of him, as 
we know that Peter did not cojne from the east of 
Babylon. As the metaphor, therefore, cannot apply in 
this sense to the place where his travels began, so neither 
can we consistently interpret it in this sense of the 
place in which they terminated ; and even if we were 
to do so, the metaphor would not indicate Europe as 
that place; for Jerusalem, where many of the Roman 
clergy thought the apostle perished, (under an impres- 
sion that Babylon no longer existed,) was quite as truly 
to the west of Theodoret’s meridian as Europe was. The 
only evidence, therefore, afforded by this passage is, that 
one of Peter’s martyria was at Rome, and that it was 
supposed by Theodoret to enshrine some of his relics. 
We must not, however, forget that St. Augustine admits 
the fact to have been unascertained respecting Peter’s 
relics being in Europe, nor that St. Peter had a much 
more splendid martyr’s tomb at Constantinople than 
any thing of the kind we hear of his having had at 
Rome, and yet that he had no relics there. 

But even if Peter’s head, as Father Hardouin thought, 
or any other portion of his bones, had been sent into 
Europe, Theodoret was not likely to have inferred from 
this that Peter had been put to death there. This is 

E roved by the fact, that Theodoret himself admits that 
e sought to collect the remains of martyrs from all parts 
of the East into his own diocese upon the Euphrates. 
“He was not satisfied,” says Father CeiUier, “with 
gathering up the relics of the martyrs, and with having 
them carried into his own diocese ; he also wrote,” &c. 
(Ceill. vol. xiv. p. 36.) Theodoret, therefore, weU knew 
that the place where a martyr’s body was deposited 
afforded no proof of where the martyr died. 

s 
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Theodoret is also one of the writers who mention the 
downfal of the Gnostic heresy everywhere throughout 
the Roman Empire, through the instrumentality of 
Peter’s influence and prayers, either before or very soon 
after this apostle’s departure from Judaea to Babylon; 
but he is as far as the rest of the Fathers from saying 
that the flying equipage was seen in Europe. His 
allusion to this phenomenon, like that of Cyril of Jeru- 
salem, and each of the other writers that mention it, 
fuUy justifies the Roman clergy when they regard it as an 
allegory, inasmuch as this allusion afibrds a large supply 
of fresh evidence that it was never regarded otherwise in 
ancient times : for Theodoret not only overlooks Paul’s 
presence altogether on the occasion, as unnecessary, but 
(which is still more remarkable) seems to represent that 
the real “ contest of miracles” in which the prayers of 
the apostle made the Samaritan fall from a great height 
in the presence of so many Romans, was what took place 
(as Amobius tells us) at some town called Brunda, 
because he says that the fall he speaks of occurred sub- 
sequently to the destruction of the eight wings of lire, 
called here “the wings of deception,” by which the 
four horses had succeeded in raising the chariot and 
charioteer to an immense height for a considerable 
length of time, above the very highest buildings. Nay, 
Theodoret goes further towai^s, showing that it was an 
allegory; he represents that what he alludes to took 
place after the Samaritan’s own times, and after the 
worship of his statue at Rome had begun. Besides 
which (as I have just said), the reader, who is aware 
that the Roman legions were constantly in Samaria and 
the surrounding countries, will see no reason to suppose 
that Theodoret intended to connect Rome at all, or any 
other European city, with the allegory. After expressly 
mentioning Peter’s going to attack the Gnostic on two 
occasions in the East, but with so little success that a 
statue was ultimately erected to his memory at Rome, 
this eastern bishop thus writes: “The divine Peter, 
again coming up, stripped him of the wings of decep- 
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tion ; and then, after challenging him to a contest of 
miracles, and showing the difference between divine 
grace on the one hand and witchcraft on the other, flung 
him do\vn by prayers from a great height, in the pi’esence 
of all the Romans there, thus converting to the faith 
the spectators of this miracle.” (Theodor. Fabularum 
Heretic. Epitome, chap, i.) I need not repeat more- 
over that Peter’s prayers do not ii^ly Peter’s presence. 

It is not to be overlooked in Theodoret’s passages, 
that he distinctly speaks of Rome as “ Paul’s Chair,” 
and even as “ Paul’s Throne,” (9poi>oc). Also that he 
denies any peculiar connexion to have subsisted between 
Peter and Europe, declaring him the “ general founder, — 
the general parent of all the churches,” (/coiwe iraTtip,) 
not tlie peculiar founder of any of them. 


XXII. 

St. Leo the Great, (a.d. 461,) bishop of Rome, is only 
cited by Bellarmine, and by him only to show that this 
Pope had adopted the vague conjecture of Eusebius, that 
as Peter’s relics were supposed to be in Europe, his mar- 
tyrdom also may be assumed not to have taken place at 
Babylon. It is far from certain that Leo means to say 
so much ; but I shall not here raise any question as to 
whether the words “ ubi exitus glorificatus est” mean 
“ where the apostle’s martyrdom obtained the most 
glorious results,” or simply, “where it took place;” I 
only mention it as a remarKable fact, that even St. Leo 
the Great, late as he flourished, and zealous as he was, 
had nothing more to go upon for Peter’s not having died 
at Babylon than this unsatisfactory conjecture, if he 
means even that. His words are : “ Besides the rever- 
ence with which this day’s festival deserves to be re- 
garded everywhere, it is entitled to a peculiar venera- 
tion in this city, in order that where the death of the 
apostolic leaders has been invested with glory, the com- 
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memoration of their death should have the greatest joy.” 
(Leo Serin, i. de Natal. Apostolorum.) 

There are other passages in the same sermon which 
would make it appear that Leo, a Latin writer and un- 
aware of the error, wished people to adopt Jerome’s 
erroneous translation of Eusebius (Script. Eccl. art. 
Peter) about Peter’s having left the East in the second 
year of Claudius; but as the Cardinal does not seem 
to consider him authority upon that point, I shall only 
remark, that Leo’s exertions were not attended with suc- 
cess, as it is a century and a half from his time that we 
first hear again of this erroneous translation. 


XXIII. 

St. Prosper, (a.d. 463,) a writer of Aquitania, (the 
south-west part ofFrance,)but of whom so Uttle is known 
that we do not know whether he was a layman or a bishop, 
is supposed by Baronius to say, that Peter and Paul were 
■witnesses against Nero, as Enoch and Elias were against 
Antichrist, because words to this effect are found in a work 
called “Promises and Predictions,” said to have been 
written by St. Prosper; and Baronius thence infers 
that Peter must have been in some European portion of 
the Roman empire! The words are: “Against Nero 
were sent two ■witnesses, Peter and Paul, the apostles, 
on one hand, and Simon Magus on the other, who de- 
stroyed himself, and deceived Nero; and against Anti- 
christ two witnesses, the prophets Enoch and Elias,” &c. 
(De Promiss. et de Predic.) To say nothing of the 
unreasonableness of Baronius’s inference, it is to be 
observed, that all the modem Roman clergy acknow- 
ledge that this work was not written by St. Prosper, nor 
by any other authority of the church. 

Father Dupin says: “The work on ‘Promises and 
Predictions’ is not by Prosper, for the author is an 
African, and the style of the work is very different from 

St. Prosper’s works But however that be, it 

cannot be St. Prosper’s.” 
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Father Richard says: “ The unascertained works 
(attributed to St. Prosper) are that on ‘Predictions 
and Promises,’ " &c. &c. 

Father Tillemont says, after alluding to the uncer- 
tainty that exists as to whether this work is to be sup- 
posed written by any one of that name at all or not, 
“ what is quite certain is, that it is not written by St. 
Prosper.” 

Father Ceillier (vol. xiv.) says: “It seems that Cas- 
siodorus had no doubt as to its being the work of Prosper. 
Notker also attributes it to him, and this was the general 
opinion for many centuries; but, on closer examina- 
tion, it was clear that whoever -wrote it was an 
African,” &c. 


XXIV. 

St. Maximus Taurinensis, (a.d. 465,) bishop of Turin, 
is supposed by Baronius to have adopted the conjec- 
ture of Eusebius, respecting the rumoured existence at 
Rome of Peter’s relics. The reason — the only reason 
that the cardinal assigns for supposing this bishop to 
have joined Eusebius in drawing this unusual inference, 
is because passages to this effect occur in two sermons, 
sometimes attributed to this bishop by the Roman Catho- 
lics since the present controversy respecting Peter began. 
The passages are : “ Peter and Paul, although they were 
made by divine dispensation the princes and presidents 
of all the churches, went to deposit their most sacred 
remains in the city which had obtained the dominion of 
all mankind. For our Lord, to show his power, placed 
the princes of his kingdom in the metropolis of the 
world.” (First Sermon on the Nativity of the Apostles.) 
Whoever wrote this passage does not say very clearly 
whether St. Peter ever was at Rome alive. ( Sec Part III. 
section 15.) The writer of the next passage is more 
explicit: “ And where did they suffer martyrdom? In 
the city of Rome.” (Fifth Sermon on the Nativity of 
the Apostles.) The sincere and attentive reader will 
BOO at onee that we have not the least reason to think 
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that Maximus wrote these sermons, — that great numbers 
of the Roman clergy considered he did not; and that 
the only reason for noAV supposing that he did, is 
because there is no other learned saint of the Roman 
church so ancient as Maximus to whom they could so 
well be attributed ; and, to give authority to these pas- 
sages, they must be (according to Bellarmme) attributed 
to “ some one who is aneient, a saint, and learned.” 

The points to be attended to here, are these : — 

1. That these two sermons, now for the first time 
attributed to this bishop of Turin, were considered by 
all the Roman clergy for several centuries not to have 
been ^vritten by him. 

2. That several writers well versed in the literature 
of the Fathers, are mentioned by the Roman-catholic 
writers as affirming in the most positive manner, that 
these sermons could not possibly have been written by 
any one so early as this bishop Maximus. 

3. That Gennadius, a priest of Marseilles (a.d. 492), 
who made a list of this bishop’s sennons about thirty 
years after his death, does not specify these two sermons 
among^ those he mentions. 

4. That the only reasons now discovered for suppos- 
ing them to be the sermons of Maximus, and the only 
causes assigned for their being now published Avith his 
works, are these three: — 1. That they are so manifestly 
not the composition of Leo, Ambrose, or Augustine, 
that it is easier to suppose them to have been written by 
Maximus than by these Fathers; Avhich is one of the 
rcasoTis Bellarmine assigns, — but who is there that does 
not see the utter emptiness of such a reason as this? 
2. That some of the Vatican MSS. ascribe them to him 
as well as to Leo, Ambrose, and Augustine ; but ever}^ one 
wiU sec that so far is this from being a reason for sup- 
posing them to be his, that it is, on the contrary, a reason 
for not doing so. For if these Vatican MSS. Avere 
guilty of such egregious inaccuracies as attributing them 
to Leo, Ambrose, and Augustine, why should we think 
them right when they attribute them to Maximus? 
Why may they not — ignorant and careless, as Bellar- 
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mine says they were — why may they not be as egre- 
giously wrong in the one case as in the other? Is it 
not most probable that they were so? 3. That there 
are no means now-a-days of ascertaining exactly when 
or by whom they really were written; and that as 
Maximus is ancient, a saint, and learned, that is suf- 
ficient, — he will answer as well for the reputed author 
of them as any one else. 

The highest Roman -catholic authority upon these 
points is the elaborate edition of the Sermons of Maximus 
Taurinensis, published at Rome by the orders of Pius VI., 
through the College of the Propaganda, in 1784. Of 
the first of the two sermons now under consideration, 
this edition says, — “ We do not pretend to deny that 
some of those who wrote the Mediajval MSS. attributed 
this sermon to St. Leo the Great, as we find done in 
some of the MSS. of the Vatican.” 

Philip Labbe, a Jesuit of Bourges, (a.d. 1667,) in his 
Dissertation on Ecclesiastical Writers, as quoted in this 
edition of the works of Maximus, says of this first 
sermon, — “ It is published as one of Augustine’s upon 
the saints.” 

On the other sermon, here attributed to Maximus, 
called in his works No. V., the edition of Pius VI. 
says : “ It has been attributed to different writers. 
Some of the older MSS. of the Vatican Library assigned 
it to St. Ambrose. Other parties have thought that it 
must be the work of St. Augustine, as is clear from its 
being so inscribed in other MSS. of the Vatican. But 
the Benedictine monks, who have thoroughly examined 
the sermons of Ambrose and Augustine, do not con- 
sider that it is the work of either of them. Some of the 
Vatican MSS. likewise represent it as the production 
of Leo the Great; but rather more of these mediaeval 
documents give the sermon under the name of St. 
Maximus. \Vho then will take upon him to say that 
it is not the production of St. Maximus?” 

Of this same sermon (No. V.) Philip Labbe also says, 
after remarking that several learned men, not in com- 
munion with the church of Rome, and some of whose 
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names he mentions, considered it the production of a 
subsequent age: “ This and some other sermons are 

to be disowned as forgeries, upon which little or no 
reliance can be placed, — and why so? Is it because 
they are found inserted among the sermons of St. Am- 
brose and St. Augustine, through the unskilfulness of 
those who wrote the MSS. in the middle ages, and 
through the ignorance of those who collected \raat was 
written ? Those who talk in this way, know very little 
about examining MSS. How much more rational it 
would be in them to say, with Bellarmine, that although 
they were ascribed to St. Augustine and St. Ambrose, 
this did not much signify; as both of these writers arc 
ancient, canonized, and learned, as well as the person to 
whom they are now attributed?” 

Of both these sermons, Father Tillemont says: 
“ Several of the sermons now published under the name 
of Maximus have been attributed to Ambrose and Au- 
gustine, which is, however, no reason for supposing that 
they were not written by St. Maximus. (Ce qui n’empeche 
pas qu’eUes appartiennent a St. Maxime.) For people 
are pretty well agreed that they belong neither to Am- 
brose nor Augustine.” 

And Cardinal Bellarmine, in his Ecclesiastical Writers, 
remarks: “ Whose ever they are, they are the compo- 
sition of an ancient writer and a saint.” Again, he 
says : “ So that it is clearly impossible to say whether 
we ought to attribute them to Maximus or not.” And 
again, “ We have said that there were several sermons 
passing at the same time under the names of St. Am- 
brose and St. Maximus; but there is more reason to 
suppose (credibUius est) that they were written by 
Maximus than by Ambrose. There can, however, be 
no very great error in attributing them to either, as 
thCT are both of them learned, and saints, and fathers.” 

It is evident, therefore, that until some better reason 
can be found for supposing Maximus to be the author 
of these two sermons, no sincere inquirer after truth 
will pretend to say that this Father adopted the con- 
jecture of Eusebius. 
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XXV. 

Elpis of Messina, (about a.d. 520,) the first testimony 
that we have of this sex or of this century, was the wim 
of Boetius, a Roman consul, who died a.d. 526, and is 
thought by Bellarmine (but by him only) to afford the 
required evidence in one of two hymns ascribed to her, 
and still sung in the Roman church. The hymn is 
called “ De Apostolis,” and the passage refers to the first 
great persecution in Nero’s reign, when Rome became 
stained with the blood of martyrs who perished, “ not in 
Italy only,” as Baronius justly remarks, “ but in other 
states and in other provinces.” “Oh happy Rome!” 
exclaims this lady — 

“ Oh happy Rome ! dyed in the hallowed blood 
Of many chiefs ! — not by thy light, but theirs 
Dost thou transcend the charms of all the world I” 

Strange testimony this, it must be conceded, of St. 
Peter’s not having been put to death at Babylon I Of 
course Rome and the Roman Government were responsible 
for all the blood that was shed in that persecution. 


XXVI. 

Aratob, (a.d. 556,) an Italian poet and sub-deacon 
of the Roman church, is the next and last authority 
adduced by Baronius, who thus admits that he could not 
find what even he could call an allusion to the supposed 
tradition about Peter’s having been put to death in 
Europe for a whole century after Theciioret ; and then, 
only m a few almost unintelligible words in the verses of 
this obscure ecclesiastical poet, which were dedicated to 
one of the bishops of Rome, and which even Baronius 
himself is obliged to condemn as an inaccurate (he goes 
so far as to say “heretical”) account of Peter’s mar- 
tyrdom. This, also, is strange proof of the fact in ques- 
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tion. After shadowing forth that Peter being in the 
“ holy body of the church,” went about with it from 
shore to shore, — that Paul at Rome, “ though supreme 
chief of all the Gentile world, resigned the reins when 
‘ Peter’s Chair’ appeared,” the poet thus proceeds in the 
words referred to by Bellarmine and Baronius : 

“ And it was well worth Paul’s and Peter’s crown, 

Thus to o’ertop the glory of the Ciesars, 

And to proclaim in Nero’s tyrant halls, 

The world’s great law — ay, and to overcome 
In martyrdom his power; lest, weak and poor. 

As Nero was, the ^urch should give him greatness.” 

In these verses there is evidently nothing contrary to 
the Scriptural intimation of Peter’s martyrdom having 
taken place at Babylon, nor more than the generally re- 
ceived notion that it was in some way or other during 
Nero’s persecution of the Christians that the Jews were 
led, as our Lord predicted they would, to carry this into 
effect, and that it was in consequence of the great moral 
code propounded from “ Peter’s Chair” at Rome, that 
Nero acted with the more severity in this persecution 
against “ Peter’s Chair” in the cities of the East. Arator 
does not deny that Peter was put to death at Babylon. 


XXVII. 

Gregory Turonicus, (a.d. 595,) bishop of Tours, is the 
only other writer of the sixth century cited on this sub- 
ject. He repeats that Peter’s martyrdom at Babylon was 
brought about by Nero’s agency, as well as that of Paul’s 
at Rome, whether we are to suppose that it was through 
Vespasian, the general Nero then had in the East, or 
not. This French bishop’s words, as quoted by Bellar- 
mine, who alone cites him, are: “ Nero gave the orders 
by which Peter was crucified, as well as those by which 
Paul was decapitated,” (i. 25,) where we find not the 
slightest reference to Europe as the scene of either 
martyrdom. What evidence, I ask, does this afford of 
this Gregory’s having even heard of the conjecture of 
Eusebius? 
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XXVIII. 

St. Gbegoby the Gbeat, (a.d. 604,) bishop of Rome, 
from whom we might naturally expect to hear all that 
it was possible to allege upon this subject of Peter’s 
being supposed to have left the East, does not even 
allude to the superficial inference of Eusebius, that as the 
apostle had trophies or martyria at Rome, it may be 
supposed that he was transferred there from Babylon to 
be put to death. This Father merely contradicts the old 
Roman Calendar as to the duration of Peter’s general 
episcopate with regard to Rome, by saying that it did 
not terminate at Rome until his death at Babylon, 
(although it terminated sooner both at Alexandria and 
Antioch, ) for this Calendar had said that when Peter 
died at Babylon, he was not bishop of Rome, (or, in the 
Chair of Rome,) but that his general episcopate termi- 
nated, with regard to Rome, ten years before his death 
and twenty-five years after the Ascension. The passage 
cited from Gregory is that celebrated one in a letter to 
the archbishop of Alexandria, in which the bishop of 
Rome acknowledges how unorthodox it was to deny that 
Alexandria was Peter’s Chair quite as much as Rome 
ever was, and therefore acknowledges also, that Rome’s 
being called “ Peter’s Chair,” or Peter’s being said to 
have lived or died in this Chair, had nothing whatever 
to do with the supposition of Eusebius. His words 
occur where he speaks of Alexandria, Antioch, and .. 
Rome as three of Peter’s Chairs : “ Although, therefore, 
there were many apostles, yet as far as the supremacy 
was concerned, Peter’s Chair alone had it; which in 
these three cities is still only the Chair of one apostle ; 
for by his own act he dignified his chair when in it he 
condescended to remain always and to die ; by his own 
act he adorned his Chair when to it he sent his disciple 
the Evangelist ; and by his own act he consolidated his 
Chair when he sat in it seven years, although he did not 
mean to occupy it always. As, therefore, this See (or 
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Chair) of Peter, belongs to one apostle, and is one, 
although by divine authority the three bishops of these 
cities now sit in it, whatever merits I hear ascribed to 
you I attribute to myself, and if you can credit any- 
thing good you hear of me, set this down to your own 
deserts, for we are one,” &c. (Greg. Letters, book vi. 
No. 40, to Eulogius, archbishop of Alexandria.) On 
which passage the Benedictine Fathers, in their edition, 
say that Peter’s Chair at Rome (or his Roman See) was 
one and the same thing as Peter’s Chair (or See) at 
Alexandria, and as Peter’s Chair (or See) at Antioch 
(unius sedem esse atque unam.) The utmost then that 
we gather from the words of St. Gregory the Great is, 
that he was one of those who considered that of the 
Roman church Peter never gave up his presidency till 
his death at Babylon, (z. e. during thirty -five years,) 
and that Rome was the only one of the three churches 
now in question of which this could be said. Of these 
opinions the first, as has been said, is contradicted by 
the old Roman Calendar, a century before Gregory’s 
time, and the second by the writers of the Greek church, 
who all considered that the apostle retained the pre- 
sidency or chair, or see of every local church, and 
of Antioch among the rest, until his martyrdom at 
Babylon. (6 Sc outoc ^tra t»jc fi” AMno^^tiy f»c»cXi|(Tiac Kat 

TIJC tl» P«U/Up 7T/DWTOC 7rpO£<TT*I tO>C Tr/C TtXtJOXTfWC aVTOV. 

Syncellus apud Scaligeri Thesaur. Temporum.) But 
(without discussing these opinions) we see that Gre- 
gory’s words do not imply his concurrence in the con- 
jecture of Eusebius; Peter’s chair anywhere implying 
only (as all the Fathers who use that expression are 
agreed) his being considered bishop there; and his dying 
in it, therefore, his dying bishop of that place wherever 
it might be, — although his death took place at Babylon. 


XXIX. 

St. Isidore, (a.d. 636,) bishop of Seville, the last of the 
alleged tc.stimonies on this subject, has written a work, 
called “Illustrious X\’ritcrs,” in imitation of St. Jerome, 
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and in his memoir of Peter in this work, he mentions 
as a fact the supposition of Eusebius, that as some of 
Peter’s relics were in his Homan martyria, Peter is not 
to be supposed to have been put to death at Babylon, 
where he lived when he was writing his Epistles, but 
to have been transferred for that purpose to Italy, as 
Ignatius was from Antioch. The only passage quoted 
by Cardinal Bellarmine, who alone cites this Father, is 
as follows: “In the 37th year after our Lord’s death, 
Peter was crucified by Nero at Rome, in an inversed 
position, as he himself desired.” Granting the accuracy 
of Isidore’s MSS. wth regard to the words “at Home," 
I do not think that any sincere and conscientious in- 
quirer will for a moment regard Isidore’s sanction 
as the slightest justification of an inference so contrary 
to all early ecclesiastical usage, as to suppose that 
because some of Peter’s relics were merely “ said,” as 
St. Augustine justly remarks, to be deposited within his 
Roman tombs, our Lord’s prediction of this apostle’s 
martyrdom, by the Jews of the Dispersion, could not 
have been fulfilled, although St. Peter himself tells us 
that he was among the Jews of Babylon when this very 
martyrdom was impending. 

No other Roman-catholic writer but Cardinal Bellar- 
mine cites St. Isidore, and he only cites the words given ; 
because, though Isidore wrote other words, as did also 
Gregory of Tours, they are so exactly the words of 
Jerome’s translation, from the 14th chapter of the 
2nd book of the History by Eusebius, that they 
only prove this translation to have been all that 
existed in those times, to go upon for the hypothesis of 
Baronius, about the second year of Claudius. It is not 
to be wondered at, therefore, that none of the Roman 
clergy, not even Baronius, cite either this Gregory or 
Isidore upon this point, and still less is it to be wondered 
at that the cautious and discerning Bellarmine does not 
do so. 

Thus the conjecture in Eusebius was formed nearly 
300 years after Peter’s time, and the first allusion in the 
Fathers to this conjecture does not occur until nearly 
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300 years after it was formed. The next four writers 
mentioned as adopting either the conjecture of Euse- 
bius, or the alleged misinterpretation of St. Jerome, are 
Bede in the eighth centurj'. Ado and Freculphus in 
the ninth, and Bemardus in the twelfth. Then follows 
the Golden Legend of the thirteenth C(;ntury, which it 
will be seen was founded upon the patristic allegory of 
the Fiery Chariot. 


XXX. 

The Golden Legend, of the 13th ceiitury, in which 
Italy is mentioned as the scene of the Fiery Chariot, is 
supix)sed by Father Jl'Corry and the Correspondent in 
the Times to aflPord the clearest evidence of Peter’s 
having been there. The incidents of this story are cau- 
tiously spoken of, in general terms only, l)y the former, as 
“ THE diabolical ARTIFICES” of the Samaritan, and by 
the latter, as “the important transactions” of St. 
Peter in Europe, for the truth of which they refer us 
to the Pseudo-Hegesippus and to “ several others.” I 
have already mentioned, in the progress of this Analysis, 
that all the Fathers who advert to the Fiery Chariot of 
Samaria, speak of it as an allegory, and leave us to sup- 
pose tlie East as the scene of it; and that the more en- 
lightened of the Roman clergj’ have also regarded the 
story as an allegory, while the rest have rejected alto- 
gether the authority of those writers of the 13th and 
14th centuries, who alone place the scene of the events 
in Italy. And this will seem to most readers sufficient 
upon this subject. As, however, the two writers just 
mentioned, and, according to their accounts, a great 
many other Roman Catholics in Scotland and England 
as well as Ireland, regard this Golden Legend as a series 
of historical facts, and the mediseval writers in question 
as really believing in the reality of what they told, and 
in Peter’s having abandoned his mission to the Jews, it 
will not be inappropriate to give a detailed account here 
of the alleged facts, first mentioning the works in which 
tliey are to be found. 
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The original author of the “Legenda Aurea,” or 
“ Golden Legends,” is admitted, on all hands, to have 
been Jacobus de Voragine, a Roman-catholic archbishop 
at Genoa, (a.d. 1298,) portions of whose story about 
Peter were immediately caught up by various writers, 
both in the Greek and Latin churches. “ The ‘ Golden 
Legends’ circulated extensively,” says Father Tillemont, 
“ and it was one of the books most frequently printed 
in the fifteenth century.” Some of the copyists and 
editors seem however to have suppressed portions of the 
original, and to have interpolated a few marginal notes, 
mentioning, as corroborative testimonies, some of the 
spurious writings in which extracts of the story were 
given as soon as it appeared. The French version, Paris, 
1843, is the last edition of it. 

The greater part of the story about Peter in these 
Golden Legends is copied into a work called the “ llis- 
toria Apostolica,” supposed by Baronius to have been 
written in the following century, and for some time 
attributed to Abdias, first archbishop of Babylon after 
the mart^dom of Peter. 

Baromus also attaches importance to the following, 
as corroborative authorities upon some parts of the 
story ; — 

1. Nicephorus Callistus, in his “Ecclesiastical His- 
tory," written in the fourteenth century. 

2. The Pseudo-Marcellus, in the “ Acts of Nereus and 
Achilles.” Date unknown, but supposed to be the 
fourteenth or fifteenth century. 

3. The Pseudo- Hegesippus, in the work on “ The 
Destruction of Jerusalem.” Date unknown. This 
writer transcribed his statements, as any one can im- 
mediately perceive, clause by clause, but in better Latin, 
from the Pseudo-Abdias. 

4. Metaphrastes. Fourteenth century. 

5. Cedrenus. Date unknown, but supposed to be the 
thirteenth or fourteenth century. 

6. Glycas. Fourteenth century. 

To which we may add, the “ Historia D. Petri,” by 
Hieronymus Xavierus, originally yrritten in the Persian 
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language by tbis learned priest, near relative to St. 
Xavier, and appointed to an archbishopric by Philip III. 
of Spain. The annotations to the Protestant edition of 
this work were unfriendly to the See of Rome, which 
was the reason that that edition (the only one, I believe, 
yet published) was placed in the “ Index Expurga- 
torius.” Father Xavier died a.d. 1617. 

The story is as follows : — 

^oltien Uegentr 

ABOUT 

THE LEARNED DOGS AND THE FIERY CHARIOT 

OF THB 

SAMARITAN IMPOSTOR AT ROME. 

Which is supposed bp some modems to place it beyond all doubt that 
St. Peter and his daughter, St. PetronUla, came Jrom Babylon 
to Europe in the reign of Nero. 

The Samaritan lived at Rome in great prosperity and 
comfort for nearly five-and-twenty years ; that is, from 
the commencement of the reign of Claudius until near the 
end of that of Nero, and acquired an immense reputation 
by his witchcrafts, among which it may be mentioned, as 
we are assured by Nicephorus, Cedrenus, Cardinal Baro- 
nins, and other writers approved of by the Roman church, 
that “he was in the constant habit of making statues walk, 
of changing everything into gold, of making the household 
utensils transfer themselves without being touched to 
wherever they were wanted ; of assuming the appearance 
of a dragon, a sheep, or anything else he chose, an d of trans- 
forming other people into aU kinds of animals,” (Nicepho- 
rus, ii. 297.) Nothing was more usual, it appears, than to 
send for him in the case of death, to restore the anima- 
tion of deceased relatives ; and he was, as we may ima- 
gine, in the ^eatest possible favour, — nay, on the closest 
terms of intimacy and affection with the Emperor, who 
was at this time, as Baronins informs us, a liberal patron 
of everything like witchcraft. 

Towards the close of Nero’s reign, when established 
at Rome under these favourable circumstances, the 
Samaritan was one day sitting in his study, with the far- 
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famed Helen and some visitors, when he was surprised 
to see rush furiously into the room his immense dog — 
something, it would seem, between the Mont St. Ber- 
nai’d breed and the mastiff, but very savage, — which 
was usually kept chained in the porch of his house to 
keep off the crowds of people that, as may be supposed, 
were constantly flocking to his door. As this dog was 
known to have killed several jieople, it is easy to under- 
stand that Helen and her visitors felt uncomfortable at 
its rushing into the room in this manner. But what 
was their consternation when it stopped short in the 
middle of the room, and began to speak ^vith the human 
voice, — not improbably in the Samaritan dialect, an- 
nouncing the apostle Peter from Babylon. It would 
seem that Helen and her visitors ran off in the utmost 
alarm, exclaiming, “What is this? — who is this?” — 
although her more philosophical partner conjured them 
not to be alarmed, and told Helen that, as she might have 
known, he could make the dog speak that way himself. 
Seeing, however, that it was no use, and that they were 
irrevocably off, — “ Go, tell Peter to walk in,” said he to 
the dog ; “ and, I say, — be sure to speak to him like a man, 
as you have done to me. I’ll not be outdone by the old 
fellow.” Whereupon the dog went out, and almost im- 
mediately afterwards, the great apostle of the Jews, 
then nearly in his eightieth year (as Baronius tells us), 
entered the room, leaning on his staff, and with his grey 
hairs falling over his shoulders. A very amieable 
conversation ensued upon the omniscience of the angels, 
which will be found detailed in Glycas, (Ann. ii.,)' 
who, as well as Cedrenus, Nicephorus, and others, gives 
the full account of this speaking dog. (Cedrenus writes 
thus: — Tou fityaXov ArroaroXov Iltrpou rtjv Piofitiv KaraXa- 
CoKToc >cai TTpof rov Mayov awtXOoi'TOc, tupt Kvva irafi^tytOtf 
SiSiftivov aXv<TH ti> Ttf) irvXm'i ov o Sifiwv Siarfitjaag St avrov 
tKutXvt TravTag ovg ovk riOiXi irpog avrov tiattvat' Kat rovro tjv 
•trpbtrov 9avpa Ty piXXovri irpog ’^ipuva ttatpytaQat. O St 
ricrpoc c3b»' Tov Kvva ovru) ftcyav Kat airtiyptotpivov, Kat /uaOivv 
art TToXXovg avttXtv tKf^^itpttaavrag iiatXOitv wpo ttjc tirirpojrijj 
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'Eifitovo^, Kparriaaq tXvaiv avrov Xtytitv “ eureXOt irpoq 
^ipwva Kai Hire avrep avOpotirifp <pbjyy, Tlerpoq etaeXOetv irpoq 
ae OeXei,” Kai tov Kuvoq evOvq Spopu) etaeXOovToq Kai ovrut 
XaXriaavToq KareirXayrjaav ot pera ^ipwvoq, Xeyovreq, “ riq 
eari FleTpoq Kai tic ^ TOirauTij Svvafuq avrov irpoq ovq ifnjtnv 
o ^ipivv, ‘‘toi/to vpaq pti oirep Kifyiv iroitjau).'’ Kat 

irpoaeraS,e rip Kvvi avOpbiirivg ipitivp eiirew ro) TJerpip etaeXOeiv. 
Kni TOUTO irotiiaavroq iraXiv rov Kvvoq, eiatfXOe Flerpoc Jrpoc 
^tpuH'a, Kai avp^aXiov pera rov ^ipwvoq, eiq Bavparovpyiav^ 

8cc. — Cedrenus. Hist. Comp.) 

But although the conversation had been amicable, the 
impostor soon proceeded to business with the apostle — 
soon proceeded to those “ diabolical artifices,” as Father 
M'Corry calls them, which were the great business of 
his life, and which called forth the “ important trans- 
actions” of St. Peter. He sent for an immense bull, 
which was of course immediately brought to his hall 
door; and Peter, before he had time to look about him, 
was challenged by the Wizard to a contest of miracles 
in the presence of a great crowd of people, who had col- 
lected to see what was going forward at that well-kno'wn 
door. The Impostor whispered something into the bull’s 
e$r. The huge animal instantly dropped dead upon the 
pavement. The apostle said something, and the animal 
as instantly resumed its legs, looking as healthy and 
vigorous as before. The people shouted. “ Life is a 
greater miracle than death,” cried they, “ to do, than to 
uijido and from that hour we hear of no more amicable 
conversations. From that hour the wizard looked upon 
t^e venerable apostle as his mortal foe. They, neverthe- 
less, had frequent encounters subsequently of the same 
svipernatural character. All this is thus also attested by 

Cedrenus. (rTpooraSai'roc TOV ^pwvoq a^dijvai avrio Tavpov 
rra.ppeyeOif eXaXriaev eiq to ovq avTOv, Kai irapevOv riBvriKet’ o 
rppppq. O Se IltTpoc ev£,apevoq r/yeipev avrov. 01 Se Xaoi 
iSovrtq eOavpaaav Xeyovreq, “ aXriOioq to l^tooyovtjaai virep ro 
^appTioaai peil^ov 5avpa eari, ’ Kat pev roi Kai aXXa aripeia 
eir.gi^av iroXXa ov povov ev Piopy aXXa Kai ev Svpia. — 

Ce,drepus. Ibid.) 
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It was not long afterwards that the Samaritan w’as 
sent for to revive a young Roman nobleman who had 
just died, a relative of the Emperor’s. On entering the 
room, he, to his vexation, found Peter already there before 
him, who, on this occasion, assumed the initiative, and at 
once challenged the ^vizard to a contest of their powers 
in the resuscitation of the deceased, — a challenge which 
the other as promptly accepted. It was agreed that the 
Samaritan should begin. But exasperated apparently 
by the presence and challenge of the apostle, he insisted 
at the same time upon the condition that, if he succeeded 
the apostle should be put to death ; adding that he Avas 
quite Avilling himself to be put to death, if, upon liis 
failure, the apostle could succeed. This condition being 
agreed to in the presence of the countess (the deceased’s 
mother) and a large assembly of afflicted relatives, all 
heathens, the Samaritan began. He advanced to the 
bed. He stooped close over the corpse. He repeated 
awful incantations into its ear; and the head began to 
move, no one perceiving the impostor’s hand behind it. 
“ See ! — see !” cried every one — “ He lives ! — he lives ! 
they are talking to one another!” The countess could 
hardly be kept back. The rest of those present began 
to attack Peter. But the diabolical artifice was frus- 
trated. This outburst of indignation did not terminate, 
as the Wizard expected, in tlic instant destruction of the 
defenceless old man from Babylon. “Be just,” said the 
apostle, with firmness, “ be just, and be silent. If he is 
alive, why does he not get up?” Misgivings arose. A 
pause ensued. The head continued nodding, and the 
impostor stooping over it. Impatience succeeded. 
“ Take the Samaritan from the bed,” said Peter, “ and 
yo»i will see that he deceives you.” They did so. The 
head dropped back inanimate. The countess was in 
despair. The impostor was arrested in his endeavour to 
run down stairs. The Avhole room Avas in confusion. 
Amidst it all, the placid tones of the Galilsean were 
again heard, enjoining silence and forbearance. A breath- 
less expectation folloAved. All eyes were fixed on him. Tlie 

T 2 
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apostle, at a considerable distance from the bed, uttered 
a few words, and instantly afterwards the scion of the 
house of Nero rushed into his mother’s arms. To stone 
the diabolical impostor was then what was uppermost in 
everybody’s mind. But, “ No,” said Peter, “ do not 
hurt him. Let him go. The exposure — ^the disgrace — 
is sufficient punishment.” These occurrences are detailed, 
with many further particulars, out of Jacques de Vora- 
gine, by the Pseudo- Abdias, from whom they are tran- 
scribed, with very slight verbal alterations, into the 
Pseudo-IIegesippus. They are also fully recorded in 
Father Xavier, and are mentioned, as well as the rest of 
this legend, by Cardinal Baronius as incontestable facts. 

It would appear that either from conversicai or from 
curiosity, some of the witnesses of this contest, among 
whom seem to have been Titus, the son of Vespasian, 
Nero’s general near Babylon, and another young lloman 
nobleman named Flaccus, walked home with Peter to 
his house, where several of the Roman Christians used 
to lodge. It was the hour of the afternoon meal, and as 
a large party of them were enjoying themselves together, 
Titus, who sat near the apostle, inquired for his daughter, 
St. Petronilla. He had heard she was with him at 
Rome, he said, and was surprised not to see her doing the 
honours of her father’s table. He had also heard, no 
doubt, though he did not say so, that she was very beau- 
tiful and accomplished. (Pnestanti formal corporis. 
Marcellus. Juvenis et pulchrae form® — de prmstanti^ 
formas et vitas Celebris. Father Xavier.) “ She is ill,” 
said the apostle, “ confined to her bed — has been a long 
time. She has hud a paralytic stroke, with many feverish 
symptoms.” “ Dear me!” exclaimed the future con- 
queror of .lerusalem, “ I am surprised to hear that. 
How is it that you who can, as we have just seen, do so 
much good for others, allow your amiable daughter, in 
the midst of her youth and beautj", to be so long an 
invalid?” The question seemed to annoy the old man; 
for it is not improbable that it was exactly on account 
of that very youth and great beauty that he kept her 
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aloof from all the stmngei's who were constantly tempo- 
rary inmates of his house. He therefore answered rather 
short, “She is very well where she is.” (C^est qne celacon- 
vient. Jacqms de Voragine. French version.. Sic enim ei 
expedit. Marcellus.) But seeing that Titus was evidently 
dissatisfied with this account of the matter, and not wish- 
ing to do anything to disturb the fiiith of so influential a 
person, he added, after an uncomfortable pause of a few 
minutes : “ It is a useful religious exercise, Titus, for my 
daughter to be in that condition ; but lest you should sup- 
pose it to result from inability on my part to efiect her cure, 
you shall see her.” Peter rose from the table, and going 
into an adjoining room, desired St. Petronilla to come 
in to dessert, or, as some of the writers express it, to come 
and wait upon them. (Ministrare. Marcellus.) Peter 
had not long returned to his chair, when Titus had the 
pleasure of seeing this fair child of the Eu|)hrates enter 
the apartment. She appeared to be in her eighteenth 
year; was rather tall, and in the full bloom of health 
and extreme loveliness. She first ascertained that every 
one present was helped to what he wished for, and then 
seated herself quietly and gracefully in a vacant chair 
that had been placed by Titus for her near her father. 
It was now for the first time that this young Roman and 
his friend Flaccus were able to contemplate undisturbed 
those magnificent Jewish features, with their engaging 
Eastern expression, and all that profusion of beautiful 
smooth black hair. What occurred while she was present, 
or what remarks, if any, passed between her and the com- 
pany, we are not told. But she had not been sitting 
long when the apostle said to her, “ Go back, my love, 
to your bed and your afflictions.” (Abi ; in statu tuo 
mane. Father Xavier. Jussit earn Apostolus redire 
ad lectum suum. Marcellus.) She rose with a look 
which, although not a smile, seemed one for very sweet- 
ness — kissed her father, and bowing graciously to his 
friends, left the room. Whatever the Christians present 
might have thought of this, the two young heathen 
courtiers began each to ask himself if it might not pos- 
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sibly have been a dream. She went, we are told, imme- 
diately to bed, and the paralytic afflictions of all kinds 
returned as bad as ever. This account is given out of 
Jacobus de Voraginc by the Pseudo- Abdias, the Fseudo- 
Hegesippus, and the Pseudo-Marcellus. it is also given 
in Father Xavier and others; all which accounts agree 
as to the lady’s youth and extraordinary beauty. For 
what reason Cardinal Baronius should be so ungallant as 
to maintain, in opposition to them all, that she was both 
old and ugly — that she must have been at least sixty, and 
that a person of that age, constantly suffering from ill- 
ness, as she was, could have had veiy little heauty left, 
it is not easy to see nor worth while here to examine. 
Suffice it to say, that he has not one single authority 
upon his side. The reader will do well to refer to Baro- 
nius upon this point; as he even insinuates that if she 
were so very beautiful, she might not have been the 
apostle’s daughter at all. 

This ecclesiastical miracle had scarcely passed off — the 
bright apparition that it brought has scarcely vanished — 
when the meditations of the assembly were disturbed by 
the arrival of an Imperial Messenger. The apostle was 
summoned to the presence of the Emperor. Titus, 
Flaccus, and all present, except the undaunted Peter, 
stood aghast; for no one trusted Nero. To explain 
matters, however, we must go back a little. 

As soon as the Samaritan escaped from the scene of 
the morning’s tumult, he ran as fast as he could run to 
the palace, demanded an audience of his imperial friend, 
and implored him to send at once for that insolent 
Galilasan, — that, if he did not, tliey would have Rome 
again in flames. ’ Nero had, we are told, a very great 
affection for this wicked fellow-heathen ; and, partly to 
soothe the agitation of a friend, whom we are tokf he 
looked upon as the greatest safeguard of the state, 
partly, however, it may be presumed, to gratify Ins own 
curiosity as to the sort of pereon this was, that was said 
to have that very day revived a near relative of the im- 
perial family, he did send for Peter. The messenger just 
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mentioned was despatched, and, after a veryshort interval, 
during which the Enchanter stalked impatiently about 
the Presence-chamber, the venerable apostle of Babylon 
entered, and stood for the first time in the dreaded 
presence of the Chief of Rome. “ I cannot tolerate this 
enemy any longer, Ctesar,” said. the Samaritan, under 
much excitement, as Peter entered ; “ and I wonder very 
mucli that one so discerning as you are should save from 
the general persecution this stupid and treacherous old 
fisherman, (miror te Caesar hunc alicujus momenti 
hominem existimare imperitum piscatorem mendacis- 
simum, &c., ) Avho possesses no power, either in word or 
deed, and who this very morning pretended to I’evive 
your relative, when it was, as I have told you, by my 
science alone that this was done. Let me order my 
angels to come at once and deliver me from him.”: “I 
do not fear your angels,” said Peter, quietly ; “ on the 
contrary, it is they fear me.” — “What!” said Nero to 
the apostle, unaccustomed to hear his friend thus set at 
defiance, “ do you not fear one who proves to us by his 
actions that he is one of our gods?” and the impostor 
strutted about the room as before, full of indignation. 
“If there is anything divine about him,” said Peter, 
“ let him tell what I am thinking of, or what I am going 
to do ; and I shall first whisper to you, most excellent 
Caesar, what it is, so that this time at least he will not 
be able to impose upon you.” — “ Come close to me, then,” 
said the Emperor, nothing startled at this overture; 
“come close, and tell me what your thought is,” (qu’il 
me dise ce que je pense, et je vais confier ii ton oreille 
la pens<5e que j’ai en mon esprit, et il ne pourra nous 
tromper. Neron dit: approche-toi et dis-moi ce que 

tu penses. Jacques de Voragine French translation 

Paris. 1843.) “ Tell them to bring me some barley 

bread,” said Peter, in a very low whisper to the Em- 
peror’s ear, “ and to give it to me without his seeing it.” 
Nero had become interested in the singularity of the 
proceedings. The serv'ant received the orders outside 
the door, at Nero’s desire, from the apostle ; who, waiting 
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outside the door until the bread was brought to him, 
put it in his pocket (sous sa tunique), except a little of 
it that he hid in his two fists, (in dextrd atque sinistri 
manicA, suA collocaverat. ) lie then re-entered the room, 
carefully closing the door after him, and presenting his 
fists to the Samaritan, said, “ Now, then, tell me what I 
have here, and what I have been doing and saying.” — 
“ Well, my good friend,” said the Emperor, seeing that 
his prot<5ge did nothing but stare at the two fists, “ what 
do you say to that? ^Vhat Peter says seems fair enough.” 
— “ Let Peter tell me what I have been thinking of and 
doing,” said the wily impostor, somewhat embarrassed. 
— “So I will,” said Peter, addressing Nero; “but let 
him tell me first.” — “ You must know, my dear Em- 
peror,” (bone linperator), said the Samaritan, seeing 
that Nero expected him to say something, “ you must 

know that no creature can tell that Peter is a liar.” — 

“ But you consider yourself more than a mere creature,” 
said Peter ; “ so tell, even in a whisper to the Emperor, 
what it is I have here.” The impostor had the good 
luck to avoid this trap, and turned away. As to what 
the Emperor thought of all this hesitation on his friend’s 
part, our story leaves us a good deal in the dark ; but 
the end of the matter was, that the testy impostor be- 
came furious at having the apostle’s two fi.sts thrust into 
his face at every turn, as he strutted about the room, 
with the everlasting question, “ Come, tell me my 
thought?” So, forgetting the respect that was due to 
the Emperor, he roared out at last, in a voice like 
thunder, “ Let my big dogs come and eat him up.” 
Whereupon, the doors and windows lieing all at the time 
closed, two enonnous dogs suddenly tumbled down the 
chimney and rushed at the apostle. Peter stretched out 
his hands oi>en towards them, showing them the barley 
bread in his palms, and backing them in this manner 
about the room, as he had just before done with clenched 
hands to the infuriated Samaritan. The effect of this 
upon the animals was to make them rush off again by 
the same way they came, to the great astonishment and 
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disappointment of their wicked master. Some doubt 
has been raised as to whether the apostle’s gesture is 
sufficient to account for the abrupt exit of the dogs on 
this occasion ; but there appears no good reason to doubt 
it. It certainly is not impossible that the rest of the 
loaf which Peter had in his tunic fell out, unobserved by 
the Samaritan, and was caught up by one of the dogs, 
which, naturally running off with his prize, was im- 
mediately pursued by the other. This, indeed, is not 
impossible ; but there is no excuse for the impious ex- 
planation which some have given of this matter. “ Thus, 
Emperor,” said Peter, “ I have shown you, not in word 
but in deed, what it was that the Samaritan was think- 
ing of. He was thinking of these dogs when he talked 
of calling down his angels to destroy me, showing that 
his angels are only dogs.” Nero does not seem to have 
much appreciated any portion of this performance. He 
ordered them both to quit his presence, calling them 
several hard names, one of which seems to have been 
“ teratologoi,” ( <Lc reparoXo-youe Kai afKjtoTipovg tK irpoatoTtov 
avTov 5aTTov e^tiXaatv. Cedrenus. Hist. Comp.,) and re- 
quested them not to annoy him with any more of their 
ecclesiastical miracles ; that he would not have it. Many 
further particulars of this part of the story are given by 
Jaccmes de Voragine in the Golden Legend, as well as by 
the Pseudo- Abdias, Father Xavier, and various others. 

The disgrace into which his dogs brought him on this 
occasion was a severe blow to the Samaritan, and he 
resolved to have revenge on the apostle. It hap[)ened 
that there was a priest at Rome named Marcellus, a 
very intimate friend of Peter’s, whom the apostle was in 
the habit of visiting at a stated hour every day, — a little 
after one o’clock, (post horam unam. Marceuiis.) The 
Samaritan took the largest and most savage of the four 
dogs he had — one that had not yet seen Peter, and tied 
it in the porch of this priest’s house, just before the hour 
for Peter to make his visit, in the hope that it would 
tear him to pieces when he attempted to go in. The 
apostle soon came up. Of course the dog flew at him, 
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barking and howling in the most terrific manner. Peter 
saw at once what had been done. He succeeded in tran- 
quillizing the brute, and having untied him, told him to 
go tell his master that he had better give up his dia- 
bolical artifices, — unfortunately adding that he was to 
be sure not to hurt any one until he reached him. The 
dog, it seems, misunderstood this part of what the 
apostle said, and thought it meant he was to attack him 
as soon as he found him. So the moment he came up 
to where his wicked master was watching the success of 
this manoeuvre, he rushed at him, knocked him down, 
and was so intent upon tearing his garments, that he 
would certainly have choked him, but that Peter, per- 
ceiving in some way or other what was happening, 
hastened to the spot, and told the dog on no account to 
hurt his master. The dog obeyed the letter of the 
apostle’s mandate, but tore the Samaritan’s clothes in 
such an unaccountable manner that not one single shred 
of anything remained upon him. (Corpus quidem non 
attigit sed vestes adeo laceravit ut nulla pars corporis 
tecta maneret. Marcellas . ) In this deplorable state he 
got up a very Adam, from the pavement; and seeing 
the condition in which he was, ran off at the top of his 
speed towards the nearest of the gates of Rome, with a 
great crowd of little boys hallooing after him ; and what 
was still worse, his o-svn terrible dog not very far behind. 
(Populus vero et imprimis pueri una cum cane eum 
insectiintes extra urbis mcenia seu lupum expulerunt. 
Marcellas.) It is most probable that Helen heard of 
what had happened to him and sent him clothes immedi- 
ately, but he did not make his appearance again for 
some time (some accounts say for nearly a year) 
within the walls of Rome. 

During this interval an event of sad domestic interest 
occurred to the apostle. St. Petronilla regained her 
health, and was now often to be seen engaged in the 
domestic duties that devolved upon her in her father’s 
house, but it had been long manifest to the Christian 
community at Rome, that both her father and herself 
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were averse to her forming a matrimonial alliance. 
Nothing of the kind therefore was proposed from any 
quarter of tlio Christian world. She was, nevertheless, 
seen by many of the Roman court; and in her case, as 
in that of so many others, to be seen was to be loved. 
Among her heathen admirers, the most importunate 
was Count Flaccus, who, after frequent fruitless etforts 
to obtain her consent to marry him, surrounded the 
apostle’s house one day with an escort of dragoons, and 
alighting from his hoi'se, entered unannounc^ and im- 
petuously, into the lady’s presence. Her friend Felicola 
was with her. “ This day, my beloved Petronilla, must 
be the term of my wretchedness. This day you become 
my wife. There is a carriage and an escort at the door. 
The Emperor consents — nay, commands, (added he, with 
the appropriate look and emphasis.) Your father will 
not have the madness to oppose the Emperor.” — The 

f )oor girl was terrified at all this, but most of all at those 
ast words. If she feared anything on earth, it was that 
her fatlier should incur the displeasure of the dreadful 
Nero. — “What ! my Lord,” said she, promptly, and with 
admirable firmness, “ do you come in this manner, with 
an armed force, against an unarmed girl ? — For shame, 
my Lord ! — Allow me at least to form the acquaintance of 
those Roman ladies by whom, according to the customs 
of your country, I am to be conducted to my new home. 
Allow me at least three whole days, and send me my 
twelve bridesmaids to visit me and to be my friends. 
You cannot treat me thus;” — and Petronilla here shed a 
flood of large bright tears, without seeking to arrest, to 
dry, or to conceal them. There are cases in which it is 
said that the lion will “ turn and flee,” and this seems 
to have been one of them. The armed soldier trembled, 
lie felt — those convincing tears had taught him — that he 
had been wanting in consideration to her he loved. He 
promised to do what she desired, — to wait — to hope — 
to do anything but cause those tears. He withdrew liis 
troops. He bade her an affectionate adieu ; — for three 
long days he was not now to see her. Upon his de- 
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parture, however, St. Petronilla instantly renounced this 
world and everything by which we hold on to it. All 
the entreaties — all the tears of Felicola could not induce 
her to take food ; and on no account was her father to 
be apprized of anything. One after another the twelve 
fair Patricians called and had their interviews with 
Petronilla; and such was the winning power of grief, 
and gentleness, and truth, that every one of them suc- 
cessively, before leaving the house, requested the apostle 
to baptize her. On the third morning, they all arrived 
together. The beautiful orphan of the East was at her 
prayers by her bedside. They saw her — they stood around 
her — they disturbed her not. “ The Christians make 
long prayers” thought these bright-eyed converts of the 
Capitol. “Why do you weep?” said one of them, to Fe- 
licola; “your friend is not going far.” — “She is gone 
far — she has left me for ever,” said the disconsolate 
girl, burating into an agony of tears. “ She has been 
at those pr^ers since the day dawned.” It was but 
too true. They raised the face. Petronilla was no 
more ! It is unnecessary to say that the usual amount 
of consternation and bewilderment upon these occasions 
ensued, — that Flaccus was sent for and duly ushered 
into his despair ; but to the discredit of human nature, 
it must be told that he immediately transferred his 
affections to Felicola, and that upon her refusal to take 
her dear friend’s place in his heart and home, he com- 
passed both her death, and even that of her dear friend, 
the priest who gave her absolution. This affecting 
portion of Jacques de Voragine’s narrative, is also given 
in the Acts of Nereus ana Achilles, by Marcellus, as 
quoted by Baronius. It is likewise to be found in Father 
Aavier, and several others. 

But the venerable apostle had little time for sorrow. 
His daughter’s relics were scarcely deposited upon the 
Ostian Road, in the catacombs there, before the Sa- 
maritan was again in the field against him, with fresh 
projects, and the accumulated resentment of many 
brooding hours. This bad man’s first step on re-enter- 
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ing Rome was to solicit a private audience of the 
Emperor, which he seems to have obtained with the 
usual facility. “ I know,” said he, as he entered the 
Presence-chamber, “ I know, most excellent Ciesar, how 
much right you have to question my supernatural 
powers, and to disbelieve my pretensions, but I have not 
come to you this time without my proofs. Order them 
to cut off my head.” After a pause, during which the 
two stared at one another, the impostor proceeded, — 
“ Yes, — I am in earnest. Order them to cut off my 
head ; and you shall see that the power of life and death 
is in my hands. In a few days afterwards I shall call 
on you again. Nero, tired of the farce which had been 
so long played at his expense, and which seemed to be 
now beginning again as bad as ever, took him at his 
word. The chief executioner of the palace was ordered 
to decapitate the Samaritan after the most approved 
manner, in one of the out-buildings of the court-yard. 
Baronius and other writers inform us, as has been 
already mentioned, that the impostor was constantly in 
the habit of transforming himself into various kinds of 
animals ; and was always expected to do something of 
the kind by those in whose society he was. We must 
not, therefore, wonder to find that the executioner, who 
seems to have detested this pest of man as much as any 
one, believed himself subjected to some diabolical artifice 
of the kind on this occasion. The Samaritan was before 
him with his head held down. The executioner merely 
turned round an instant to whet his scimitar, and on 
again looking round, he saw a great ram with its head 
held down by the attendants. “ But where is the 
Samaritan ?” said he, fiercely. — “ Behold him, sir,” said 
the attendants. “ We have never let this head go.” — 
“ That is not a man,” said the executioner, getting 
angry. — “ What else is it, sir?” said the attendants. 
“ It seems to us to be a man.” — He shall not escape 
then, this time,” said the executioner, who considered 
that his master had been sadly humbugged by these 
transformations before; and without another word, the 
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head was instantly severed from the body. “ It is to 
be hoped that we shall hear no more of this confounded 
Samaritan,” said he, wiping his scimitar, and restoring it 
to its scabbard. As was usual on these occasions, the exe- 
cutioner had an audience to apprize Nero in person that 
the deed was duly done, which seemed to afford great satis- 
faction to both these bloodthirsty creatures. Within 
four or five days, however, the inexhaustible Samaritan 
again entered the presence-chamber of the astounded 
Nero. “ Why,” said he, coolly, on going into the room, 
“ what is this for, Nero? You have not yet given them 
orders to wipe up my blood. I have just been looking 
at the place where they cut off my head the other day, 
and it is quite disgusting to see it. Do send them to 
wipe it up.” Nothing could exceed the amazement of 
the Emperor. He held out his hand to him. He assured 
him that he should never doubt him any more, but it 
was too late. The Samaritan was offended — nay, worse 
— he was hurt. “ Adieu, my dear friend,” said he to 
Nero, as he turned to depart. “ A long — long adieu. 
I shall leave Rome to-morrow, in my fiery chariot, and 
you shall never see me any more.” — “ Impossible,” ex- 
claimed Nero. “ No my dear fellow, this cannot be, 
we cannot spare you. I cannot, in this manner, lose the 
greatest safeguard of the state. You must not leave 
me;” and the Emperor became deeply affected. — “Well,” 
said the Samaritan, relenting, “ since you wish it so 
much, I shall return, — I shall return with good things 
for Rome ; but my four-in-hand is ordered for to- 
morrow, and I have many reasons for wishing to make 
a short visit to the skies.” — “ Let it be as short as pos- 
sible,” said Nero ; “ farewell, until to-morrow. I shall go 
to see you off; and when you return, I promise you that 

} mu shall not be any more tormented by these Baby- 
onians and Galilseans.” 

The morrow came. A magnificent chariot and four, in 
an atmosphere of unconsuming fire (quadrigaj igneaj) 
very much, the Romans thought, like Phaeton’s chariot 
and four of old, awaited the Samaritan at a tower on the 
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top of the Capitoline Hill. The sparkling wings of the 
impatient steeds produced a beautiful effect. The day 
was fine, and the people flocked in dense crowds from all 

E arts of Rome to the foot of the Hill. Conspicuous, 
owever, amidst that immense assembly, was to be seen 
the luxurious, though more ponderous, equipage of 
the Emperor, in which he was sitting, with one or 
two of his friends, surrounded by the various carriages 
of the Court; and at a humble distance behind it, 
yet within hail, might be seen the apostle Peter, and 
Avith him St. Paul, Avho, some accounts tell us, had 
returned a day or tAVO before from Spain. At length 
the Wizard of Samaria appeared upon the toAver, arrayed 
in a garment of light, Avith a crown of laurel on his 
head. “ FarcAvell, Romans,” said he, never much 
celebrated for his eloquence; “ farcAV'cll. I am sorry 
you make such fools of yourselves about those con- 
temptible Galilajans, and allow yourselves to be hum- 
bugged by them. But since you do, I am determined 
not to stay here to Avitness it. Whenever you act differ- 
ently I shall return, and bring you some good things 
from the regions of the sky. My only request is, that 
you take care of my beloved Helen, who, Avherev'er I go, 
IS ahvays, as I have often told you, n\y first thought." 
(It is supposed that this last expression had some 
mysterious meaning in it, on which see Baronius.) He 
mounted the chariot (conscensis quadrigis igneis), the 
Avings of the impatient horses, streaming with fire, 
waved gently but poAverfully through the unyielding 
air; and, like an enormous but radiant bird, such as Ave 
read of in fairy stories, the Samaritan and his flying 
chariot gained the upper strata of our atmosphere, (ab 
ilia turri excelsa avolans, in modum volucrium, sublime 
petiit.) The people shouted loud vivats for the Samaritan. 
“ There,” exclaimed Nero, rising up in his carriage, and 
turning round to Peter and Paul, “ look at that. I 
told you that what that man said Avas true, and you — ^ 
you are but impostors,” (vous — vous n’^tes que des im- 
posteurs,) added he, impatiently, as he re-adjusted himself 
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in his carriage to \vatch the flight of his aerial friend. 
The apostles looked at each other. “ What shall we 
do?” said Paul — “See where he is now,” said Peter. 
(L6ve la tete et vois — oculos tuos attolle et vide.) “ I 
see well enough,” said Paul. “ He will soon be out of 
sight if you don’t niake haste. What on earth are you 
ingfor?” (pourquoi t’arretes-tu ? Ach^ve;) we are told 
that Peter became here nervous and agitated, (im ayowta 
fiaXXov r)v, Nicephorus.) Some of the writers defend his 
hesitation, by suggesting that it was very probably in- 
tentional, in order that the flight being the higher, the 
fall might be the greater, and Peter’s share of the eccle- 
siastical miracle (viz. the Samaritan’s not being killed 
by the fall), the more striking. At length the Kmperor 
and the crowd, which was very great in the neighbour- 
hood of his carriage, heard Peter’s well-known voice: 
“ Angels of Satan,” said the apostle, “ you may let him 
fall now. The flight has lasted long enough. Let him 
fall, angels of Satan, but let him live,” The chariot and 
horses were never seen again. They vanished into thin 
air (quadrigas igneas Petri ore difllatas evanuisse), and 
the impostor dropped from the very clouds like a stone; 
yet, wonderful to relate, (and this we must not forget 
was Peter’s principal share in the so-called miracle, ) ac- 
cording to the best accounts, he only sustained a simple 
fracture of both his legs; though some indicate other 
portions of him as injured by the fall; and it was not 
until some time afterwards that he died, when, distracted 
by mental and bodily sufferings, he managed, in some 
equally miraculous manner, to drag himself to the 
window of his room, at the top of a house in some 
other town, and throwing himself out, was killed on 
the spot. When Nero heard of this, he had Peter 

arrested, and kept him some time in prison, to see 

whether the Samaritan would re-appear; for Nero, 

naturally enough, fully expected that he would, he 

had been so used to his re-appearing. The hope, how- 
ever, was at length abandoned. He considered he had 
been robbed of his best friend ; and thus even after death 
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this diabolical impostor persecuted the apostle; for 
Nero was \’indictive, and Peter was put to death upon 
an inversed cross. On which occasion, we are told, that 
the apostle made a long speech, notwithstanding the in- 
convenience of the posture in which he was fastened; 
and that among the aerial forms that hovered round 
him, one was seen handing him a book; but how he 
took it, or what he did with it, we are not told. It is 
not, however, improbable, that it may now be in the 
library of the Vatican. Nor are we told what became 
of Helen or of the dogs after this ; but we may reason- 
ably conclude that Nero did not leave these sole de- 
pendants of his lost friend unprovided for. Indeed, it 
is but too probable that he appropriated the dogs, for he 
was fond, we are informed, of everything that was savage. 
Several minor matters occur while Peter was in prison, 
for which we have not room here, but which the curious 
will find in the original work by Jacques de Voragine. 

Upon the evidence of Peter’s being believed to have 
left the East which the foregoing story is supposed to 
atford, it is unnecessary to raise any discussion. The 
Legend shows that the archbishop of Genoa had read 
the conjecture of Eusebius in some of the translations, 
if not in the original; but it aflfbrds not the slightest 
reason for thinking that he acquiesced in it, or that he 
supposed any one else did. A statement made in that 
Legend is not only no sign of the statement’s being true, 
but no sign even of its being a tradition. The work is 
too late and too manifestly a mere fiction. Nicephorus 
Callistus, in his Ecclesiastical History, Metaphrastes, and 
various other writers of the same period, as Jacobus de 
Voragine, state, in works of much higher credit, that 
Peter came to England, and that, while he lived among 
us, he founded several churches here; yet what Roman 
Catholic wiU pretend to regard this as a sign that there 
must have been a tradition of Peter’s having been in 
England? I need not, however, enlarge upon a point 
so obvious. I have no doubt that Father M°Corry and 
the Correspondent in the Times are utterly mistaken as 
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to the state of education in Great Britain and Ireland ; 
and utterly mistaken when they suppose that any class 
of the community — Protestant or anti-Protestant — in 
these Islands, will, in the 19th century, accept such a 
frivolous guarantee as this story of the Fiery Chariot 
for the apostolic authenticity of the chains which they 
now seek to cast around us, or will even easily excuse 
the imputation of so much credulity and so much 
ignorance as are attributed to us in the promulgation of 
such an argument. 


APPENDIX. 


THE EIGHT 

PRINCIPAL COLLECTIONS 

OP THE 

ALLEGED TESTIMONIES, 

WITH SHORT HOTES. 


I. — Baronius. 

(From the Annals, A.D. 44, paragraph 25.) 

“ To ascertain into what countries each of the apostles 
went, we shall cite aU that we can find in the Fathers or 
elsewhere. And above aU we must speak of Peter, who, 
according to the general opinion, (communis sententia,) 
came to Rome in the second year of Claudius ; for that 
is attested, first of all by Eusebius (a.d. 340) in his 
Chronicon; that is attested also by St. Jerome (a.d. 
420), and afterwards, by all who have written the 
history of that event. ( See Latin Translation of the 
‘ Chronicon,’ by Jerome, and the ‘ Ecclesiastical Writers,’ 
translated from Eusebius by Jerome, art. Peter.) All 
other historians have written the same thing of the 
peculiar time of his going, so that there is no more room 
left for doubt or contradiction upon these points ; and, 
in the same manner, aU the ecclesiastical writers have 
confirmed this same Peter’s journey to Rome, and have 
adorned it with everlasting records, viz. — 

Sixteen Latin writers: 

Tertullian, Amobius, 

Cyprian, Lactantius, 

u 2 


Digitized by Coogle 



292 


APPENDIX. 


Optatus, 

Jerome, 

Ambrose, 

Augustine, 

Sulpitius, 

Prudentius, 


Philastrius, 

Orosius, 

Prosper, 

Maximus, 

Chrysologus, 

Arator. 


Eleven Greek writers : 


Papias, 

Caius, 

Dionysius of Corinth, 
Irenneus, 

Hippolytus, 

Petrus of Alexandria, 


Eusebius, 

Chrysostom, 

Cyril of Alexandria, 
Theodoret, 

Sozomen. 


“ In short, not to lose time in a thing so evident, all the 
general councils have confirmed this great fact, — all the 
bishops of Rome in their letters, and all the emperors in 
their edicts, have confirmed it ; (to dismiss the matter 
■with a single word), the event was of such vast import- 
ance, that it was most deservedly recorded in writings of 
every description; so that no brazen faced heretic or 
schismatic until now has dared to raise even the least 
doubt about this journey.” 

Note. — 1. No one could be expected to contradict 
what no one had asserted. Not one Bishop of Rome 
has even alluded to the alleged tradition in his letters ; — 
not one Emperor mentions it in his edicts. 2. The two 
■writers he puts forward as highest authority, are both 
of too late a period to be any authority at all, even if 
they had made the statement. 3. Neither of the state- 
ments attributed to them, however, belong to either of 
them ; that attributed to Jerome being merely a transla- 
tion from another writer, and that attributed to Eusebius 
not being in any of his works. 4. Saying that a certain 
matter was attested by all who wrote of it, is not saying 
that anybody did so. 5. Baronius was deceived about 
several nooks in his time, since discovered to be spurious ; 
and, 6, as to the Fathers having made Europe the scene 
of the allegory about the Fiery Chariot, not one of them 
does so. 
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II — Bellarmine. 

(De Summ. Pontif., lib. ii. c. 1, 2, and 3.) 

“We have four questions here to consider. 1. Was 
Peter at Rome at all? 2. Did he die there? 3. Was 
he bishop there? 4. Was he never translated from that 
See to any other? Of these four, it is the last only that 
is either absolutely necessary for the papal supremacy, 
or sufficient to establish it. For as to the first, it is 
clearly neither necessary nor sufficient for the purpose 
we have in view, as many people come to Rome without 
being bishops of that city, and many bishops of Rome 
have never been in that city at all, as Clemens V., &c. 
As to the second, that also is neither necessary nor suffi- 
cient, as is proved by the facts that many bishops of 
Rome did not die at Rome, and that many other people 
who never were bishops of the city, die daily within its 
walls, &c. But, as the four points above mentioned 
can be proved, I shall here indicate the peculiar argu- 
ments of each. 

“ 1 . To begin, then, from the beginning. Peter’s hav- 
ing been at Rome is proved, first, by Peter’s o>vn 
testimony in 1 Pet. v. 13; for that this Epistle was 
written from Rome, and that Rome is here called Babylon, 
we have the assurance of Papias, as is mentioned by 
Eusebius, (ii. 15,) and of Jerome, as is mentioned in the 
‘List of Ecclesiastical Writers,’ art. Mark ; in which way 
it is also explained by Bede and Qilcumenius, and all 
who have written commentaries on this Epistle. Besides, 
St. John calls Rome ‘ Babylon’ everywhere in his Apo- 
calypse. 

“ 2. Our second argument is, that the point in ques- 
tion is proved from the last chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles, and from the Epistle to the Romans. For 
from these it is evident that there were several Christians 
— in short, a large and flourishing church at Rome before 
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Paul came there. I should like to know, therefore, who 
made these converts, if Peter had not been at Rome to 
do so? For many of the ancients tell us, that Peter 
was the first of all who proclaimed the gospel to the 
Romans, and that he had founded that church before 
Paul went to Rome ; and it cannot be proved by any 
satisfactory evidence, that any one else did so. 

“ 3. Our third argument is founded upon the history 
that we possess respecting Mark’s gospel. For authors 
of the highest authority agree in relating, that Mark 
wrote the gospel at Rome, as he had heard Peter pro- 
claim it there.” (Here folloAv the names of the same 
writers as are cited by Baronius, Papias, Irenacus, Cle- 
ment of Alexandria, &c. ) 

“ 4. Our fourth proof of Peter’s having been at Rome 
is, the history of the Samaritan impostor, the reality of 
which has been already demonstrated from the writings 
of many of the ancients. (The proofs given by Baro- 
nius that this was not an allegory, are mentioned by 
Bellarmine in another part of his work. ) 

“ 5. Our fifth argument consists of all the clear proofs 
that we have of Peter’s having died at Rome ; for he 
could not have died there if he had never been there. 
And the first of these is his tomb being there. For if 
Peter did not die at Rome, who carried his body there? 
From whence, and when, and in whose presence, was it 
carried there? But if it be answered that there is no 
reason for supposing that the apostle’s body is at Rome 
at all, where, then, I should like to know, is it? We do 
not hear of its being anywhere else; nor is it at all 
probable that the body of one of the principal apostles 
should have been neglected, when the bodies of so many 
other saints have been so carefully preserved. Eusebius, 
ii. 25, looked upon this argument as so complete and 
final a proof of Peter’s having been put to death at 
Rome, that he did not produce any other. (Hoc argu- 
mentum tanti fecit Eusebius ut superfluum putaverit 
alia quaerere.) And that Peter’s body was really at 
Rome, is proved by its being thought by all mankind to 
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be there ; as we may see from the pilgrimages that were 
made to that part of St. Peter’s wliich is called the 
‘ Limina Apostolorum,’ (viz., the vault beneath the chief 
altar. ) 

“But further; our adversaries do not deny that it 
was always believed, till the fourteenth century, that 
Peter had been at Rome. Now, it is utterly incredible 
that there should have been no one in all that time to 
expose the error, if it was an error ; especially as it was 
nothing that was done in a corner, or in an instant of 
time, or without witnesses, so as to be either easy to feign, 
or difficult to disprove. IIow is it to be believed that 
this event, which was, as we maintain, so universally 
kno^vn, should have been false, and no one found during 
fourteen centuries to show that it was a mistaken sup- 
position?” (Here follows a list of supposed testimonies, 
in which he thought it better to omit the nine following 
that Baronius gave — viz., Hippolytus, Cyprian, Optatus, 
Prudentius (in Peristeph.), Prosper, Chrysologus, Petrus 
of Alexandriii, Cyrillus of Alexandria, and Sozomen; 
and in which he added the tea following, chiefly very 
late writers, that Baronius thought it wiser to leave out — 
viz., Ignatius, Ilegesippus, Athanasius, Putropius, Pau- 
linus, Isidore, Leo, Gregory of Tours, Pope St. Gregory 
the Great, and a Roman lady whose name was Elpis.) 

Note. — 1. This cardinal does not think it necessary 
that Peter should have been in Europe, in order that a 
Roman-catholic church should subsist anywhere. 2. He 
(like Baronius) does not seem to have read the Greek 
Fathers, except in modem translations, which led to his 
making many mistakes about them. 3. Neither Papias 
nor Jerome says, as he supposes, that we are to under- 
stand the city of Rome by the city of Babylon in 1 Peter. 
Not one of the Greek or Latin Fathers, even in their 
commentaries on this Epistle, says so, and he tacitly ad- 
mits that even Eusebius does not. 4. When he asks, who 
made the first Roman converts if Peter was not in Euj-ope 
to do so? he forgets Acts ii. 5. He is mistaken in suppos- 
ing that any one of the Fathers says Mark’s Gospel was 
written in Italy. Not one does so. 6. Also in supposing 
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that any of them assert the reality of the story about the 
Fiery Chariot. Even the writers of the thirteenth, four- 
teenth and fifteenth centuries (though they wote the story 
out more fully), never intended their words to be under- 
stood as of a reality. 7. As to what he says of Eusebius’s 
celebrated conjecture, and Peter’s tomb at Rome, the 
cardinal is hardly as candid as usual. He acknowledges, 
indeed, that this was the great argument of Eusebius, the 
ONLY ARGUMENT TUAT WRITER EMPLOYED; but when he 
asks, would there have been so many pilgrimages to Peter’s 
tomb, if his body was not in it ? and, if it was not there, 
where was it? and, again, if Peter did not die at Rome, 
can any one tell us M'ho carried his relics there? these are 
questions which every honest Roman Catholic can easily 
answer. 8. In his conclusion he incautiously adverts to 
the main prop by which the story of a tradition has been 
upheld. Our adversaries do not deny that the tra- 
dition EXISTED. To this the answer is plain. There was 
so much else connected with the alleged tradition, and 
upon the face of it, that was untrue and preposterous, 
that the comparatively little question, whether it ever 
existed, was passed over as unimportant. 


Ill — F ather Francis Feuardent. 

(Notes on Irenteus, b. iii., c. 3.) 

“ Iren.®us distinctly asserts in the first chapter of this 
book, that Peter proclaimed the gospel at Rome, and 
laid the foundations of that church, which is confirmed 
with wonderful unanimity, before his time, by Hegesippus, 
Caius, Linus, Clemens, Anacletus, and Papias, and also 
by all the orthodox and illustrious writers that came 
after him, whether in the East or in the West, in the 
North or in the South. And this being the case, I 
cannot but wonder at the abandoned effrontery with 
which Vclanus, Illyricus, Funccius, and other French 
Protestants, have the impudence to jabber about Peter’s 
having never been at Rome.” 

Note 1. He candidly confesses, that the most con- 
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vincing argument for Peter’s having left the East Avas 
Irenseus’s statement (supported as it was by other 
writers), viz., that Peter proclaimed the tidings of 
salvation at Rome, and that he founded the church there. 
The answer is in Acts ii. 2. He was mistaken in suppos- 
ing that Ave have a single word of the writings of Hege- 
sippus, Linus, or Anacletus ; and the reader has seen in 
what way the names of Clemens Romanus, Papias, and 
Caius have been brought into this discussion. 

IV. — Henry de Valois. 

(Notes on Eusebius, b. ii. c. 15.) 

“ Nothing Avithin the Avhole range of ecclesiastical history 
is better known (illustrius), nothing more certain or 
better proved, than that Peter went to Rome. For, 
besides Papias and Clement of Alexandria, whose testi- 
mony is here adduced by Eusebius, the same thing is 
stated by Dionysius of Corinth, Irenaeus, Caius, and 
Origen. The attentive reader will find the passages 
from all these Avriters proving what I have said, intro- 
duced by Eusebius in diflerent portions of his history.” 

Note. — 1. He seems to have laid it down as a principle, 
that facts in ecclesiastical history do not require the 
same amount of proof as other facts ; a doctrine which 
no one Avill, I think, concede to him. 2. He admits that 
we shall find nothing more satisfactory in the present 
case than the six passages of writers cited on other 
points by Eusebius. The reader Avill, therefore, do well 
to direct his minutest attention to these six passages, for 
the authority of Valesius in his church is deservedly very 
great. 3. He considers that Eusebius himself is too 
late a Avriter to have any weight in the controversy. 

V. — Bishop Pearson. 

(On the succession of the earliest Bishops of Rome. Dissert, i. c. 7.) 

“ Peter’s journey to Rome is proved by Ignatius 
Papia.s, the Yinpvyua FltTpou, Dionysius of Corinth, Ire- 
naeus, Caius, Clement of Alexandria, TertuUian, Origen, 
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Cyprian, Lactantius, Eusebius, Athanasius, Epiphanius, 
Julian the Apostate, Augustine and Palladius. So that 
it is strange that persons should have been found to 
deny that Peter ever was at Rome.” 

On the words of Ignatius he says: — “ For what can 
be more manifest than it is from these words to the 
Romans, that Ignatius must have had an idea that 
I’eter proclaimed the gospel (in person) at Rome, and 
was put to death there, as well as Paul?” 

On Papias, he says: — “ Papias appears (videtur) to 
attest the same thing* in Eusebius, ii. 15, for liis testi- 
mony is there added to that of Clemens Alexandrinus, 
about Mark’s Gospel having been written at Rome, and 
approved of by Peter there. (De Evangelio Marci 
Romoe Scripto, et a Petro Roime approbate.) Papias 
also mentions that Peter’s First Epistle was written at 
Rome, and that Babylon in that epistle means Rome. 
.... These points seem to me to establish in the clearest 
manner possible that Peter was at Rome. ( Mihi videntur 
validissime stabilire. )” 

On the Krjpu-yga ritrpou, he says : — “ Clemens Alex- 
andrinus frequently mentions this book as an ancient 
document; and in his Stromata (lib. 6) he transcribes 
and explains several of its statements. Now in this 
Knpvjfta ritTpov it was distinctly asserted that Peter 
and I*aul proclaimed the Gospel at Rome. For it is so 
I understand (ita interpreter) what Lactantius says in 
his Institutions, iv. 21.” 

On Dionysius of Corinth, he remarks: — “ This is 
signal evidence of the point in question, and free from 
the least objection. (Omni exceptione majus.) Some of 
the learned, however, have attempted to show its in- 
accuracy.” 

He thus concludes: — “As Peter’s having proclaimed 
and died at Rome, is stated wth so much unanimity 
almost from the first, and as no one ever said tliat his 
martyrdom took place elsewhere, and as our Lord him- 
self clearly intimates that it was to be by crucifixion, I 
think that we may safely enough attach credit to this 
story, (tuto satis liuic historiaj fidem adhiberi posse 
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existimo.) For who can believe that so eminent an 
apostle could have died in such obscurity that no one 
sliould have ever remembered where he died? Who 
can believe that, while other countries claimed their 
apostles, there was no city, no country, no church, to 
say that it had been ennobled by Peter’s blood? .... 
During the last two centuries, however, learned men 
(viri docti) seeing that the advocates of the Papacy 
attiiched too much importance to this portion of its pre- 
tensions, began at first to have misgivings respecting it, 
and afterwards positively asserted that there was no 
reason for thinking that Peter had ever been at Rome 
at all.” 

Note. — 1 . He unconsciously betrays how little evidence 
satisfied him on the point in question, when he says 
that it is as “ manifest” from what Ignatius says as from 
anything else ; for but few thought the words of Ignatius 
any sign of the thing at all. 2. He was oneof thosewho had 
been led by the papal writers to suppose that the city of 
Babylon did not exist in Peter’s day. 3. He also makes 
the usual mistakes about Papias and Mark’s Gospel 
4. As a reason for his being satisfied with the evidences 
he adduces, he mentions the circumstance, that if we do 
not infer from them that Peter was put to death in 
Italy, we have no record of where he was put to death 
at all; and how could it have happened that there 
should have been this absence of all record on the sub- 
ject? The answer is, that this is exactly what would 
have happened if Peter had adhered to the Jewish mis- 
sion intrusted to him by our Lord, and had undergone 
his martyrdom at Balylon, as he himself tells us he 
expected soon to do. For it is admitted on all hands, 
that the early records of the church at Babylon have 
been lost, as well as those of almost all the eastern 
churches. 
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VI Baratier. 

(On the succession of the Bishops of Rome, c. i.) 

This writer considered the thing proved as much as any- 
thing was capable of being proved at all, by the writers 
who preceded Eusebius. He therefore omits the last 
six of Bishop I’earson’s references. He adds, however, 
thirteen Antenicene testimonies, which Pearson did not 
think available, and of which there are no less than ten 
that arc not mentioned by any previous writers. These 
thirteen are as follows: — Clemens Romanus, the Apo- 
stolic Constitutions, Heracleon, the Recognitions, the 
Clementina or Actus Petri, Hegesippus, Lucius Charinus, 
Victor, an anonymous writer (in Euseb.), Hippolytus, 
Sextus Julius Africanus, Firmilian, and Stephen. 

On the absence of any supposed allusion to Peter’s 
having been in Europe in the fii-st century, Baratier 
says, — “ I confess that we have not any contempo- 
raneous statement in express terms, of Peter’s having 
been at Rome. But it is quite unnecessary that we 
should have been able to produce anything of the kind.” 
He also remarks : “ How is it that no one contra- 
dicted the person that first set the story going? (Qui 
factum ut nemo eum refutaret^” 

On Ignatius, he says : — “ Why does this writer men- 
tion Peter and Paul in this way together, if it were not 
that they were both at Rome? Why is Peter mentioned 
at all if he stood in no relation to the church of Rome ? 
For as he did not write to the Romans if he did not live 
in their city, he had no more to do with them — he no 
more ‘instructed’ them than James, or John, or Judas 
did. It is evident, therefore, that Ignatius believed that 
Peter had been at Rome.” 

On the apostle Peter’s Kt?^u 7 /ia, called in Latin the 
“ Prajdicatio Petri,” he makes the same remark as Bishop 
Pearson, and adds, “ For there can be no doubt that this 
is the work to which Lactantius alludes, (iv. 21,) for 


Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. 


301 


there was none other of that name in the time of Lac- 
tantius, — to say nothing of there being no other then 
generally known or considered as being genuine.” 

After mentioning Papias, and all the rest up to the 
times of Papias, Baratier says : “ Look at all these testi- 
monies (en multos testes), all flourishing in the very 
commencement of the second century — all living in the 
first age after the apostles ! Who will nave the hardihood 
to contradict all these? To them no objection can be 
raised ; for they were neither able to deceive nor to be 
deceived. It is therefore absurd to say, as many have 
done, (quod dicere aggressi sunt multi,) that all the 
subseqilent writers drew from Papias alone whatever 
errors they have adopted on this subject.” 

Of Victor, whose writings were then known to be lost, 
he says, that the testimonjf he had to produce from him 
was some of the most satisfactory that was to be met 
with anywhere, and introduces it with the words, “ Pro- 
pero itaque ad gravissimum testimonium,” (I go on, 
therefore, at once to that which is among the most im- 
portant proofs of all.) After he cites it, he adds: 
“ Manifestum itaque est Petrum Roma; fuisse,” (there 
can therefore be no doubt that Peter was at Rome.) The 
reader will see from the section of this work upon Victor, 
what Baratier calls most satisfactory testimony. 

Baratier concludes thus: “Peter’s Roman journey, 
therefore, is a public event which could not be feigned, 
and which it was in nobody’s interest to feign ; which 
squares in perfectly with the statements of contempo- 
raneous writers, and is even indicated by some of them ; 
which, after the first century, is mentioned by all who 
require to mention it, (quibus de eo loquend.i occasio 
fuit,) which, in the subsequent centuries, was admitted 
by all writers, and was never questioned in ancient days 
by anybody. If this is not suflicient for historical 
certainty, I do not see what there is that we can now 
call certain.” 

This writer has a section (sec. vi.) on what he calls 
the “Fable, or Fiction about Peter’s Five-and-Twenty 
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years, and the origin of it,” (Fabiila de xxv. annis Petri, 
ejusque origo.) 

Note The extreme confidence with which young 

Baratier draws his inferences, and cites nearly a dozen 
works, known by the Roman Catholics to be interpolated, 
spurious, or lost, and therefore not even mentioned by any 
of them, might lead a reader versed in such matters to 
fancy that he was making a jest of the whole business, 
and caricaturing the arguments of the Roman clergy. 
This, however, there is every reason to think, is not the 
case ; although it is difficult to see how the thing could 
have been more effectually or cleverly done. 


Vll. — Correspondent in the “ Times.” 

{Times for January 16, 1851.) 

To the Editor of the Times. “ Sir, — In reply to your 
several correspondents upon this subject, I beg to refer 
them to the following authorities : — 

“ That St. Peter before he went to Rome founded the 
See of Antioch is attested by Eusebius, Chron. and Hist. 
1. 3 c. 30; Origen, Horn. 6 in Luc. ; St. Jerome, in Catal. 
c. 1; St. Innocent, Ep. 18 t. 2 cone. p. 1269; Pope 
Galasius, in his Roman Council, cone. t. 4, p. 1262; St. 
Chrysostom, and others. 

“ That St. Peter founded the church at Rome is ex- 
pressly asserted by Caius, apud Eus. lib. 2 c. 24 alias 2.'i, 
a priest of Rome under Pope Zephyrinus, a.d. 202 ac? 218, 
who relates that his body was then (buried) on the 
Vatican Hill, and that of St. Paul on the Ostian Road. 
That Saints Peter and Paul were crowned with martyr- 
dom at Rome is affirmed by Dionysius, Bishop of Corinth, 
in the second age. St. Irenaeus, who lived in the same 
age, calls the church at Rome “ the greatest and most 
ancient church, founded by the two glorious apostles, St. 
Peter and St. Paul. Eusebius in several places, 1. 2, 
c. 13 and 15, &c., mentions St. Peter being at Rome and 
THE SEVERAL IMPORTANT TRANSACTIONS of this apostle in 
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that city. The fact is also mentioned by Origen, Hege- 
sippus, Arnobius, St. Ambrose, St. Austin, St. Jerome, 
and several others. St. Cyprian, Ep. 55, ad Cornel, pap., 
calls Rome the Chair of St. Peter. Theodoret, lib. 2, 
c. 1 7, calls it his Throne, which the general councils and 
ecclesiastical writers through every age, and on every 
occasion, repeat. 

“ Eusebius, Euseb. in Chron., St. Jerome, and the old 
Roman Calendar published by Bucherius, say that St. 
Peter held the See of Rome twenty-five years, though he 
was often absent upon his apostolic functions in other 
countries. According to this chronology, St. Peter 
arrived in Rome in the second year of the reign of Clau- 
dius; of Christ, forty -two. Lactantius mentions only 
his last coming to Rome, under Nero, a few years before 
his martyrdom. ( Lactant. de Mort. Persec. ) See Baluze 
and Ceillier, t. 1. To come do’wn to later times, Whis- 
ton, in the Memoirs of his own Life (p. 599), writes as 
follows: — ‘ Mr. Bower, with some weak Protestants 
before him, almost pretends to deny that St. Peter ever 
was at Rome, concerning which matter take my own former 
words out of my three tracts (p. 53). Mr. Baratier proves 
most thoroughly, as Bishop Pearson has done before 
him, that St. Peter was at Rome. This is so clear in 
Christian antiquity, that it is a shame for a Protestant 
to confess that any Protestant ever denied it.’ Mr. 
Baratier, a Protestant divine, printed at Utrecht, in 
1740, his Chronological Inquiry about the Most Ancient 
Bishops of Rome, from Peter to Victor, in which he 
demonstrates that St. Peter was at Rome, as Bishop 
Pearson had done before by a learned dissertation in his 
posthumous works. Apologizing for the length of this 
letter, “ I am. Sir, yours obediently, 

“ London, Jan. 15.” “ TrUTH.” 

Note. — 1. The first paragraph only regards Antioch. 
Baronius informs us, that Peter founded that church 
while he was at Jerusalem, in the same way as he founded 
so many other churches. The Correspondent is mis- 
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taken, therefore, in thinking that we have any means of 
learning from the writers he quotes whether Peter was 
or was not at Antioch. It is from the New Testament 
alone that we learn this. Yet, strange to say, this is 
not mentioned as one of the credible sources of infonna- 
tion cited upon this subject by the Correspondent in the 
Times. 2. As this writer does not agree with Cardinal 
Baronius and the rest of the Roman clergy, that a church 
might have been founded by Peter without Peter’s pre- 
sence, and by Paul without Paul’s presence, he of course 
draws the usual erroneous inference from the words 
of Caius and Irenajus. 3. This is the only writer 
who ever fancied that it was in several places that 
Eusebius supposed Peter to have left the East, which 
Eusebius does in only one ; or that Eusebius alludes any- 
where to what this writer so unaccountably calls “ the 
lAU'ORTANT TRANSACTIONS” of that apostle. 4. For the 
supposed martyrdom in Europe, he considers the passage 
from Dionysius as the best testimony that his church 
possesses, and gives no other. 5. Origen, it will be re- 
membered, is only cited by Eusebius as mentioning Paul. 
6. Ilegesippus, as has been seen, has not left one word 
either about Paul or Peter. 7. Amobius, St. Ambrose, 
St. Austin (Augustine), and St. Jerome, are likewise 
supposed by this writer to allude to the “ important 
transactions;” but none of these Fathers make Europe the 
scene of the allegory with which they are connected. 
8. St. Gildas, calling Canterbury Peter’s Chair in the 
sixth century ; Optatus, calling Carthage Peter’s Chair 
in the fourtn century; and Cyprian, calling Rome so in 
the third, do not prove Peter to have been in any of 
these places. It m^ be asked, therefore, why the Cor- 
respondent in the Times mentions this as a proof of 
Peter’s having been at Rome. We cannot suppose that 
he meant to deceive. Will he inform us what he did 
mean by the quotation? 9. “ Throne,” in the Greek 
Fathers, has the same sense attached to it as “ Chair.” 
It docs not imply presence, although Rome, by the same 
Theodoret here quoted, was called “Paul’s Throne,” 
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“ Paul’s Chair,” and the “ See of St. Paul." This ex- 
pression is so used in all such cases, without any reference 
to Paul’s presence in that city, nor does it imply his being 
local bishop of that church. 10. The passage here, about 
the hypothesis of the Five-and-Twenty years is copied 
verbatim out of Butler’s “ Lives of the Saints,” which 
proves that the writer made no researches of his o^\ti 
upon the subject of if. Not one word of it, however, 
is correct. Eusebius nowhere makes the stsitement 
imputed to him, and his Chronicon is lost. Jerome no- 
. where makes it in his own works, and his translations 
from Eusebius are admitted by the Roman clergy to be 
full of errors of all kinds. The old Roman Calendar 
does not say Peter ever on any occasion left the East, 
but the reverse. The Roman clergy themselves admit 
that this story of the five-and-twenty years was an 
invention or mistake; and not, perhaps, more than 
three or four writers (of course very modern) pretend to 
say that it was often that Peter Avent into Italy. 
11. Father Palma, of the Propaganda at Rome, could 
have informed this AVTiter that the work “ De Mortibus 
Persecutorum” Avas not Avritten by Lactantius, has not 
been even supposed for centuries to have been Avritten 
by him, and was never knoAvn, or even heard of, by 
name until the sewenteenth century; all wliich is fully 
admitted by the Father Ceillier, Avhom this writer, 
under some infatuation or misconception, cites to prove 
the contrary'. 12. As far as a modem opinion on the 
general question can be of any use to him, this writer is 
entitled to Whiston’s support, such as it is. But as to 
Peter’s mission to the Jews of the East, and as to his 
having been crucified Avith his head doAvnwards at Baby- 
lon, as he expected, we accept Whiston’s Avords : “ This 
is so clear in Christian antiquity, that it is a shame for a 
Protestant to confess that any Protestant (or for a Roman 
Catholic to confess that any Roman Catholic, for, a 
fortiori^ he must haA'c meant this also) ever denied it.” 
13. The church of Rome does not hold that Peter’s 
“ body” Avas ever buried on the Vatican Hill. One half 
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of it, as well as the head, was always thought to be on 
the Ostian Road, by those Roman Catholics who thought 
it was at Rome at all. 14. Caius says that Peter had a 
tomb on the Ostian Road as weU as on the Vatican Hill, 
but does not say what relics were in it, nor whether there 
were any in either of his tombs. 

' Vni.— Father J. S. M'Corby. 

I ■ • • ■ 

(In bis Tract, " Was St. Peter ever at Romel” Dolmanj London, 1851.) 

“ The first witness' that we shall bring forward is Cle- 
ment the Roman, a disciple of St. Peter. After the 
persecution of Dibcleslan had subsided, he wrote an 
Epistle to the' Corinthians, iii which he speaks of those 
who had suffered martyrdom at Robie, and makes dis- 
tinct MENTION of St. Peter as the great bishop who had 

POUNDEb AND GOVERNED THE RoMAN CHURCH. ,He SayS : 
‘ Let us always have before our eyes those good apostles; 
Peter, who endured so many| labours, and who, dying a 
ibartyr, 'departed to glory ; and Paul, who obtained the 
reward of pktience,' and suffered martyrdom under the 
emperors. To' these men who led so angelic a life, a vast 
multitude of the elect were added, who, rivalling one 
another in suffering, reproaches, and torments, have left 
behind them, for our 'sake, the most beautiful example.’ 
Now here is a declaration from a contemporary writer, 
bearing evidence to the fact that the prince of the apostles 
died a martyr at Rome. Surely such a testimony must 

SPEAK VOLUilES. 

“ Our second witness is Ignatius. When led to mar- 
tyrdom, about the year 105, he wrote a’ letter to the 
Romans, entreating them ’not to prevent, by their prayers, 
the fulfilment of his desire,' (to suffer martyrdom.) He 
begins thus:' ‘IgUatiiis to' the sanctified church that pre- 
sides in the country of the Romans, — I do not command 
you, as Peter and Paul; they were apostles; I am an 
insignificant person.’ Now this proves that the Romans 
had been taught by St. Peter and St. Paul, and had re- 
ceived their ‘commands,’ and of'coubse shows that both 
apostles had been at Rome. 
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“ Our third witness is Papins.. Papins tells us (in 
Eusebius) that Mark records m his Gospel what he had 
HEARD FROM Sx. PeteR AT I^OME; and,,, HE, moreover, 
TELLS US, that St. Peter wrote his Epistle from Rome, 
calling it by the mystic appellation,, of Babylon. . The 
WORDS of Papias are : ‘ Whidi Epistle of Peter was ^vritten 
at Rome, although he calls that city by the name of 
Babylon!' 

“ The fourth witness is Irenaeus,. He says ‘ As it 
would b^ veiy tedious to enumerate in this volume the 
successions or all the churches, we shall confound our 
adversaries by referring to that church which is the 
greatest, the most venerable, and universally known, — 
that church founded and established by the; two most 
glorious apostles, Peter and Paul.’ Again, he adds, — 
‘ St. Matthew wrote his Gospel among Jews, in the 
Hebrew tongue. Peter and Paul preached at Rome 
and founded the church there.’ 

“The fifth witness is Dionysius of, Corinth. He 
says, — ‘ Peter and Paul having both qome into our city 
of Corinth, and having instructed us in th^ doctrine of 
Christianity, went forth to Italy, and instructed you 
also, Romans, and suffered martyrdom at the same 
time.’ , , 

“ The sixth witness is Caius — a Roman — whose 
words are peculiarly touching. He declares : — I can 
point out to you the trophies of the apostles Peter 
AND Paul. For whether you direct your footsteps to 
the Vatican, or to the Ostian Way, the trophies of, those 
who founded the Roman church present themselves to 
your view.’ , 

“ The seventh witness is TertuRian. His testimony 
is exceedingly telling. ‘ Ista quam felix Ecclesia ! — 0 
church, peculiarly happy, into which the apostles poured 
forth their whole doctrine with their blood. Where 
Peter was crucified, like his Divine Master; and Paul, 
like THE Baptist, was beheaded ; where John the 
Apostle (after having been thrown into a caldron of 
seething oil) came forth unhurt, and was banished to 
the island.’ 
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“ The eighth witness is Origen : — ‘ Peter is thought to 
have preached to the Jews who were dispersed through 
Pontus, Galatia, Bithynia, Cappadocia and Asia. He 
aftenvards came to Rome, and was nailed to a cross 
^vith his head towards the ground.’ 

“ The ninth witness is Optatus of Milevi. Arguing 
with a Donatist adversary he says : — ‘ Y ou cannot deny 
that you know that the Chair of Peter, first of all was 
fixed in the city of Rome, in which Peter, the head of 

all the apostles, sat Peter first sat in that Chair, 

and was succeeded by Linus.’ 

“ The tenth witness is Eusebius, who says : — ‘ During 
the reign of Claudius, Peter came to Kome, by the 
providence of God.’ Again, he says in his Chronicon, 

‘ Peter having founded the church at Antioch, came to 
Rome, where he preached the gospel, and was bishop of 
that city for twenty-five years.’ 

“ The eleventh witness is Orosius, who writes: — 
‘ Claudius governed fourteen years; at the beginning of 
his reign Peter came to Rome.’ 

“ Our twelfth witness is St. Jerome, who in his Cata- 
logue of Ecclesiastical Writers, thus speaks: — ‘Simon 
Peter, after having governed the church at Antioch, 
came to Rome in the second year of Claudius. He put 
to shame Simon Magus there, and governed the Roman 
church for twenty-five years; when in the fourteenth 
year of Nero he was crowned with martyrdom.’ In the 
same work he tells us: ‘ His body was buried at Rome 
in the Vatican, near the Triumphal Way; and his feast 
is celebrated by the veneration of the whole city.’ Ap- 
propriately to this subject, we may remark that the 
illustrious orator of Constantinople, St. John Chrys- 
ostom, while discoursing on the Last Judgment, bursts 
out into a most eloquent apostrophe, alluding to St. 
Peter’s tomb at Rome. 

“ We may finally refer to Arnobius, who distinctly 
tells us that Simon Peter exposed the diabolical arti- 
fices of Simon Magus at Rome, to Hegesippus, to Cyril 
of Jerusalem, to St. Ambrose, to St. Augustine, and to 
many other writers of unexceptionable character. It 
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would seem, however, an idle parade of research to bring 
forward any more testimonies from the ancient* writers, 
whether from the first, second, third, or fourtli centuries, 
corroborative of our position, and altogether superfluous 
to indulge in any lengthened comments on those already 
adduced.” 

On 1 Peter v. 13, he says, page .5: — “The word 
Babylon, used in that epistle, all the ancient Fatheus 
understand to be Rome.” And again, jiage 29 : “ All 
the old writers understand the word ‘ Babylon,’ here used 
by St. Peter, to mean Rome; and they assign various 
reasons why he gave the ancient city of Rome that 
designation. The historians to whom I refer are Papias, 
Clement of Alexandria, Eusebius, and otliers wliom it 
IS NOT NECESSARY to mention. The great ecclesiastical 
historian, Eusebius, distinctly tells us that St. Peter 
called Rome by the name Babylon, because it was 
THEN THE CENTRE OF PAGAN IDOLATRY ! Dollillger writes : 
‘All the Fathers understand the word Babylon, used 
in St. Peter’s Epistle, to signify Rome. The eTews had 
been driven from Babylon and Seleucia a short time 
previous to the \vriting of this Epistle; and we cannot 
suppose that St. Peter, the apostle of the Circum- 
cision, should travel to so distant a city, in which 
HE COULD FIND NONE OF HIS NATION.’ We, moreover, 
contend that . . . Babylon of the Assyrians had long 
since fallen.” 

Note. — 1. The traruslations of this writer are in- 
valuable, as showing to what lengths a few of the Roman 
clergy now among us go, and are obliged to go, upon 
this subject and these passages. Some of the more 
remarkable words and clauses are here indicated by 
capitals. 2. He is one of those who are so mucli 
misled as to what the Fathers have said of Mark’s 
Gospel. He thinks they said it was composed in Europe, 
under Peter’s surveillance., and that even Papias tells us 
this. 3. He makes great use of the word “ preached” 
instead of “ promulgated” or “ proclaimed,” as a trans- 
lation of KJi/aa^ac : and makes the usual inferences from 
this expression ; and from the apostles founding a church 
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in one city while they were stationed in another. 4. He 
is mistaken in supposing that Cains, in the only passage 
that we have of his, mentions the name of either Peter 
or Paul. There is nothing of the kind in the text. 

The Latin word quoted by Father IM'Corry, to assist the 
construction he places upon Tertullian’s passage, is not 
in any MS., and no Roman-catholic editor pretends it is. 
6. He states, as if casually, that St. Jerome said a por- 
tion (from other sources we learn one-half) of Peter’s 
relics were, in Jerome’s day, supposed to be on the 
Vatican Hill. He does not, however, say that relics in 
a city make it probable that a saint was put to death 
there. All the Roman clergy know that no such in- 
ference could be drawn, however likely the uninitiated 
are to fall into this mistake. 7. He says that Hegesippus 
and the rest of the Fathers mention the diabolical 
AUTIFICES of the Samaritan as having occurred in 
Euroj>e. In this he is quite mistaken. Not one of them 
mentions even the Fiery Chariot as having occurred 
there. The pseudo-Hegesippus, who took it from 
Jacobus de Voragine, and from the pseudo- Abdias, 
appears to have deceived him. 8. He is also mis- 
taken in thinking that all the Fathers, or a few of the 
Fathers, or even one of the Fathers, thought that when 
I’eter wrote “the city of Babylon” he meant the city of 
Rome. This writer seems to have taken too many 
things upon trust from other authors; and j-et, about 
Peter’s being supposed to have gone to Rome, we cor- 
dially accept the principle that he quotes from Father 
Dollinger — “ We cannot suppose that St. Petek, the 
Apostle oe the Ciucumcision, should travel to so 

DISTANT A CITY, IN WHICH HE COULD FIND NONE OF HIS 
NATION.” Rome was four times as far from Jerusalem 
as Babylon was, and frequently had no Jews at all in it. 
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Notes on Jerome’s two alleged Misinterpretations 
OF Eusebius, 2, 14. 

[See pp. 243 — 5, of this work.] 

Although those who are conversant with the early 
writers of the church, will see at once that the 
and “ jnittitur" of these passages do not speak of a 
journey at all, but only of ecclc.siastical action ; yet as 
some MTiters of influence have inadvertently given 
countenance to the other interpretation, and as there 
may therefore be some less experienced readers who 
will continue to think it probable that Jerome, from his 
ignorance of Greek, intended to translate Euseb. 2, 14, 
of a journey rather than of a book, and intended to 
impute to Eusebius the notion that Peter had come in 
person from Babylon into Europe for a short time “ to 
storm the fiery chariot” after he had written his First 
Epistle to his Christian neighbours in 

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 1 have 
thought it advisable to exhibit here at one view such 
facts and principles as will help us to a just apprecia- 
tion of the inaccuracies and inconsistencies which such 
an interpretation of Jerome’s language would involve, 
and some of which would have apprised Jerome (even 
if his partial knowledge of Greek had not done so) that 
such a translation of Euseb. 2, 14, as that whicli these , 
readers here impute to him, could not be the correct one. 

1. The whole passage from Nicephorus (xiv. 39) is 

as follows: — Kaiyap trpioTog O Twv AiroaTo\wv Kopvij>aiOQ 
rifrpoc Tijc Pixipaiwi' KaOriyt^aaro iroXttog ’ tiro Kai iiri Tt/v 
AXe^avSpou TToXtv irpiDTog KXtjpip ptTf(3aiftv. lii> iiig Aivov 
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Kat MapKOV ytipoTOVijaaq, vji' irtpag TToXeic avtrpf^fv', thus 
translated in the Roman editions : Nam primus aposto- 
lorum ille princeps Petrus Romanse urbis gubernavit 
ecclesiam; deinde primus etiam Alexandriam sorte 
transit; — such expressions alluding probably to the 
deputations sent up to Jerusalem from the diflferent 
synagogues or Christian Jews of Europe, Asia, and 
Africa, all located in different parts of that central city, 
and to each of which, as occasion required, the Apostles 
could address themselves, going as it were, in each case, 
to the very city from which the deputation came. From 
the foregoing quotation, we see that there is no gram- 
matical necessity for our understanding the “ pergit” and 
the “ mittitur” of a real journey. 

2. There is no room whatever to doubt that the 
words in Euseb. 2, 14, here translated by Jerome, are 
not about a journey, but about a book (p. 158), &c. 
The Greek preposition as well as the context proves 
that. Why, then, should we suppose that Jerome’s 
ignorance of Greek misled him where it is not necessary 
to suppose this? 

3. All the Fathers as well as Eusebius speak of 
Peter’s relation with the Fiery Chariot of Simon Magus 
in figurative terms, and Jerome’s own exjjression 
“ expugnandum” shows in the clearest manner that he 
is himself doing the same thing as the rest of them. 
Why, then, seek to force a literal interpretation upon 
any of his words here, merely to make it appear that he 
was mistranslating Euseb. 2, 14 ? 

4. No ancient writer of any kind has said one word 
about a journey of Peter’s into Europe in the reign of 
Claudius. Let us, then, consider well what pretext we 
have for supposing that Jerome’s words might possibly 
(as is supposed) advert to such an event. 

5. If there had been such a journey to speak of on 
the occasion of the Fiery Chariot, is it not quite certain 
that Eusebius would have mentioned it? 

6. From the Acts of the Apostles we learn, as all 
Roman-catholic scholars are agreed (p. 164), that Peter 
remained constantly in Syria and Palestine, until after 
the fourth year of Claudius. Why, then, should we seek 
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to interpret Jerome’s translation so as to make it con- 
tradict the very Scriptures themselves? This would 
not be treatino; that Father’s words with fairness. 

7. No ancient writer of any kind after Jerome’s 
time has alluded Jo those passages as being about a 
real journey, which it is incredible that all should 
have omitted doing if that were the purport of the 
passages. 

8. No writer after Jerome’s time alludes to those 
passages, even in their figurative sense, for nearly a 
century, and they are then only mentioned by a French 
Bishop and a Spanish one. (p. 269.) 

9. The proceedings against Rome and the Gnostic 
heresy are here distinctly described as having been 
taken after Peter had written his first Epistle at Babylon, 
and not, as some imagine, before he went to Babylon; 
for .lerome everywhere recognises the fact, that it was 
at Babylon that that “ pnedicatio” was written to Peter’s 
Jewish “neighbours” (Tra/otiri8»(/ioic), as Peter himself 
calls those to whom he wrote it. (p. 67, 168, 170 ) 

10. But further: the whole purport of these passages 
seems to have been to transfer Peter’s twenty-five years’ 
episcopate of the Gentile Church, mentioned in the old 
Roman Calendar, from the commencement to the end 
of Peter’s apostleship. Whether Jerome did this 
through mistake, or whether he had a reason for doing 
so, and if so, what his reason was, it is not now either easy 
or important to determine. The confusion, however, 
which results from his having done so is so great, that 
although this point is not immediately connected with 
the signification of the “ pergit” or the “ mittitur,” it 
will not be out of place to point some of it out here to 
those who think that this transfer was not a blunder 
on Jerome’s part, or that the passage which contains it 
can have any ecclesiastical authority. 

11. The old Roman Calendar, published by Bucherius 
andllenschenius,had already appeared some twenty years 
before Jerome died, and is evidently the source from 
which he drew the twenty-five years’ episcopate which he 
has embodied in a confused manner in these two so-called 
translations (p. 229, &c.), as until that time there is no 


Digitized by Google 



314 


AIJDENDA. 


trace of the expression in patristic literature. Eusebius, 
to whom some attribute this expression, never s|jeaks of 
Peter as a Bishop at all, much less Bishop of Rome. 
The Roman-catholic commentators admit that he does 
not (p. 206), nor was he called a Bishop by any writer 
until Jerome’s time. 

12. This old Roman Calendar distinctly says that 
Peter wiis Bishop of Rome only until the second year of 
Nero, — i. e., until about twelve years before his martyr- 
dom, at Babylon, — and that his episcopate at Rome began 
under Tiberius, immediately after the Ascension ; whereas 
Jerome says that Peter did not begin to be Bishop of 
Rome for twelve }’ears after the Ascension (viz., until 
the second year of Claudius), and that he did not cease 
to be so until Nero’s persecution reached him at Babylon, 
— i. e., for twelve years after Linus had been established 
local Bisliop of Rome, as mentioned in Eusebius and the 
old Roman Calendar (p. 231), thus making it appear 
that at first there was no bishop of Rome at all for 
twelve years, and that at last there were two bishops of 
Rome together for twelve years. 

13. The Church of Rome had been already in existence 
and even flourishing for twelve whole years in the second 
year of the reign of Claudius, (p. 63, 73, 230.) 

14. Linus, the first local bishop of Rome, was ap- 
pointed, according to Eusebius and the old Roman 
Calendar, exactly 25 years after the Church of Rome 
was first founded, about 12 years before Peter’s martyr- 
dom on the Euphrates, and in the 2nd year of Nero’s 
reign when Paul was sent as a prisoner to Rome. (p.231.) 
This Linus, (the Roman-catholic authorities further in- 
form us) was ordained on that occasion by Paul, (p 56.) 

15. As the old Roman Calendar exhibits Peter as 
general Bishop for thirty-five years of all the Christian 
churches that had not local bishops from a.d. 30 to a.d. 
65, and as Bishop of Rome in no other sense than as he 
was Bishop of England, of Alexandria, and of every 
other place in the world where there was a Christian 
church (231, 165-6), Jerome clearly did not consider 
that to have been Bishop of Rome for 25 of those 
years, implied the having left the East at all. We cannot, ' 
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with anything like fairness, impose such a sense upon 
the words which he employs to express this relation of 
the apostle to the Church of Home. 

16. As Peter’s general episcopate lasted thirty-five 
years, i.e. from the Ascension to his death at Babylon, 
(as Father Henschenius and the old Roman Calendar 
explain,) and as his episcopate in any given place was 
spoken of as terminating on the appointment of the first 
local bishop in that place (p. 230-1), so Evodius, the 
first local Bishop of Antioch (p. 56), is described in one 
of these passages as having been installed at Antioch 
eighteen }’ears before Linus, bt. Paul’s Bishop, was 
installed at Rome, and about the same time as the church 
of Christ is said to have first assailed the Gnostic heresy 
in this latter city. 

17. To say that “ Peter was bishop of Rome for five- 
and-twenly years and made a journey into Europe in 
the reign of Claudius ” (if Jerome had written about a 
journey) would be precisely the same thing as to say 
that “ he made this journey into Europe in the reign of 
Claudius, and was Bishop of Rome five-and-twenty 
years,” notwithstanding all the efforts that have been 
made to make it appear that these two expressions are 
different, and that a residence at Rome of five-and-twenty 
years is implied in the latter phrase although not in the 
former one. To pretend this is merely seeking to turn 
the ignorance or inadvertence of one’s readers to account. 
In Peter’s case the old Roman Calendar clearly shows us 
that no residence was ever implied in his episcopate 
any where, or at any time, whether under Nero, or under 
Claudius, or under Caligula, or under Tiberius; for in the 
fifth century he was said to be Bishop of Rome under all 
these Emperors. 

18. Nor does his having been put to death by Nero 
imply his not having been put to death among the Lost 
Sheep of the House of Israel on the Euphrates, it being 
admitted that Nero’s persecution extended to Babylon 
(p. 42 — 4), as Peter himself tells us. 

19. Nor does his having heralded or proclaimed or 
preached the gospel anywmere imply (as our English 
word “ preach ” would now do, ) his having been in that 
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place, but merely that he did so by letters or mosscnjjers, 
or even by words addressed to the natives of that place 
at Jerusalem, (p. 73-4. ) We know, for instance, that it 
was by letters from Babylon that he “ preached ” to his 
“ neighbours,” (7ra/)fTriS»?/ioic) in the five Asiatic Pro- 
vinces mentioned in the first of these two passages in 
nearly the same order in which he names them in that 
“ Praedicatio” (1 Peter i.), and that it was by the book 
called “ The Preaching,” that he did so at Rome when 
“ storming” the Fierj' Chariot, (p. 160.) 

20. Even if, notmthstanding all the contradictions 
such a conclusion involves, we nevertheless conclude, as 
some learned men have done, that Jerome’s imperfect 
knowledge of Greek led him to suppose that the words 
£7Ti Tt)v Pwfiijv yiipayio'ftiaBai^ signified “ Romam profi- 
cisci,” and that Eusebius intended there to speak of 
a journey, yet we see clearly that what Jerome would 
thus have attributed to Eusebius is not, as Cardinal 
Wiseman and Father M'Corry imagine, Baronius’s 
absurd hypothesis about Peter’s having lived five-and- 
twenty years at a distance from “ the Lost Sheep of the 
House of Israel,” which no ancient MTiter says, and which 
Baronius only inferred from Peter’s being called Bishop 
of Rome for that length of time from the Ascension. 
All that Jerome can in any case be supposed to attribute 
here to Eusebius, is merely a statement (taken from 2, 
14) to the effect that Peter left the East for a short 
time and a definite purpose, the year after Caligula’s 
death, immediately after the events described in the 8th 
Chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. But that such 
terms as those here used by Jerome do not necessarily 
imply a journey, in Ecclesiastical writers, is well known 
to all who are conversant with the ancient literature of 
the church, and manifest in the passage already given 
from Nicephorus. It is at all events most certain that, 
even if Jerome did mean to impute the alleged statement 
to Eusebius, he was mistaken about what Eusebius said, 
and that Eusebius was as far from any such idea as 
Jerome himself was. 

FINIS. 
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